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Assalamualaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakaatu

BISMILLAH AR-RAHMAN AR-RAHIM

I begin with “In the name of ALLAH” so as to include ALLAH in this communiqué between us, and with the hope of evoking and securing ALLAH’s mercy and guidance, since he whom ALLAH guides can never be misled, and he whom ALLAH misleads has no guide. We also hope to end with ALLAH.

We are obligated in terms of our mandate, which comes from ALLAH and ALLAH’s Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) to enjoin good and forbid evil. It is with this objective in mind that I have written this communiqué to you.

Banning The Street Mimbar.

Your letter dated 23 May 2005 bears reference. There are numerous issues raised by you, which I will deal with in turn, Insha-Allah.

“We hereby inform you that your programme is cancelled with immediate effect. It is with dismay that we find, despite a meeting with you on 14/05/05, that you and The Voice have very little in common.”

First and foremost, the meeting held on 14/05/05, served as an informative session on behalf of the Management of The Voice to inform us of its vision. Whilst we listened to your submissions in good faith, un-unknown to us at the time (but this is benefit of experience and hindsight), we have now come to know and understand that your vision described by words such as “Educational”, “Human Rights” etc. does not incorporate anything associated with Islam. Further, It is no fault of ours, that since you have nothing in common with Islam, (with exception to the cultural aspects), that “you find that you have nothing in common with us”, who have been promoting and propagating an Islamic line of thought. Lastly, before you begin to raise the issue of interpretation which you (and your sponsors The Call of Islam incl. often hide behind) we will state for the record, that the issues which we deal with, and have dealt with in the past, and which we Insha-Allah will continue to deal with in the future are not issues that some macho Imam expresses but rather, they are the clear words of Allah and His Messenger (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) which are categorised as “ayaat-un muhkamaat” ie. Clear verses which state a fact or instruction.
“While we were at pains to stress that this radio station is changing in order for us to keep connecting our community to others, you obviously do not share our vision. With all the challenges and obstacles facing The Voice at this time, we are in danger of losing everything that this voice means to our community when others have absolutely no intention of helping our cause. In fact, in your programme you chose to pour scorn on our development objectives.”

I will just re-iterate, in the meeting held on 14/05/05, it was unknown to us at the time (but this is benefit of experience and hindsight), we have now come to know and understand that your vision described by words of “Educational”, “Human Rights” etc. does not incorporate anything associated with Islam. As indicated by yourself, in that meeting, “there does not seem to be much community and otherwise support for management’s vision, etc.”- have you not for even one moment considered, that perhaps the days of people hiding behind a mirage of Islam and seasoning there agendas with an ayaat from the Qur’an and then going off on a tangent in the opposite direction to Allah is no longer being taken lightly by the Muslims, who are maturing through Allah’s words and the experiences of real life. 

A further point of note is that you place more emphasis on “connecting our community to others”, yet you are willing to discard and ill-treat the Muslims, the ones whom you are supposed to have a connection with before connecting to the “other communities”.

“We have always felt that The Voice is a vibrant organisation, capable of reaching out to so many, Muslim and non-Muslim. For this reason, I overrode many objections to allow you a space back on the radio. From your talk on the radio last Thursday however, it is clear that you do not agree with our development objectives, and in fact feel that the valuable airspace we have should be for a small group of “Muslims” who share your views. Further, you seem to think that everyone else is wrong. We will not tolerate being dismissed by those we have protected up to now. “
For your information, (and experience has proved this), you have never protected us, rather, you have tried to use and manipulate us, and at times even frustrate us by continuously shoving us from pillar to post etc., but seeing that our ability to persevere steadfastly was beyond your patience, you’ve finally snapped and are now resorting to throwing us out. Let me also say, as a concluding point on this issue, that just like the predecessors from the Muslim Youth Movement, who were in dictatorial control of The Voice, The Call of Islam also has members that take decisions like “autocrats/dictators/despots, but who are masquerading as pro-democracy”. You claim to be OPEN AND ALIVE, and if that is the case, then let’s have robust debate around the content matter of The Street Mimbar, and lets add to that debate the Vision and Agenda of The Call of Islam, in order that we may open up everyone’s eyes to Allah’s eternal, soothing and guiding words and more specifically where we can prove to you that just like virtually EVERY other Organisation, you are promoting kufr and shirk through your status quo mentality, through your promotion of the ideals of democracy and nationalism etc. The tragedy of it all is that this is being done under a veneer of Islam.
“Please note that the programme “Street Mimbar” is cancelled. You will not be allowed access to the studios or The Voice office at any time henceforth.”
The final decision is with Allah. I want to recite this ayah to you:
They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His Light, no matter how much the kaafirs (those who deny Allah His Power) are averse to it. (Surah Saff verse 8)
I’m not saying that any of you are kaafirs, (not at all), but this system of kufr that extends across the globe and which is taking root here in this part of the world will not hold our institutions ransom.

Jazakallah Khairan
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Yours in Islam
ﻋﻤرٰن ﺨﺎﻥ
