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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6 (6-9-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 37

SOME HORRORS OF OUR POLITICAL DEVIATION
The words of Allah clearly stated 

As they are arguing in the fire, those who are weak say to those who are arrogant, "we were your followers so can you spare us a portion of this fire"; those who are arrogant said "but we are all in this together for Allah has judged among His subjects" (Surah Al-Ghaafir verse 47-48)

This ayah speaks to the relationship between those who have power in this world and therefore have a puffed up ego and those who were their followers, even though they didn't have power in this world- Alladhina Astakbaru and Ad-du'afaa'.  Now visualize this- all of them are in the fire. You would think that there is no time or psychology for a conversation but Allahs words zero-in on the core of these types of people- the types of people that you see in todays world, who are willing to follow a Mustakbir, an arrogant leader to the bottom of Jahannum. 
There is a time when they are going to be arguing. These two sides who are basically in this Dunya, world, one and the same- the difference is that some or a few of them had power and many of them didn't have power but they all found themselves in Jahannum. Imagine the torture that they are in, but besides the physical torture, there is a will to escape, those Du'afaa' in this world want to find a way out of Jahannum. So, they turn to their masters in this world- Alladhina Astakbaru- and they say "we were following you." You told us to do something and we did it; you gave us laws and we obeyed it; you entertained us and we accepted it; you told us what is right and what is wrong and we didn't question it. Could you just save us from just a portion or a small effect of this fire? Allah doesn't hold us to anticipate the answer, the answer comes directly. These Mustakbireen answered "But we are in this altogether. Indeed Allah has passed judgment among His subjects." Allah was the one who judged us and now we find ourselves in the place that we are in.

Brothers and sisters- we have been looking, for a long time, at a sequence of events where people grab power and then abuse it. They want to do whatever they can get away with when they have this power. We call them kings, despots, dictators, autocrats, monarchs, oppressors- they are the ones who have this power and we saw what they did with it. One day, the Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) was sitting on a mat and this mat had left its imprint on his side where he was sitting on and one of his companions enters and sees him in this condition. He says "Look at the kings and the rulers around. They live in a life of luxury and here you are- the Prophet of Allah- and I see and compare you with them and I have no choice but to feel emotional about this." The Prophet of Allah says to him "They are living in their own luxury after which there is none. We are living in our hard time after which there shall be eternal luxury." This attitude, psychology and mentality does not exist and has not existed for a long time within those in power who have ruled over the Muslims in the past 13 centuries plus. We took a detailed look at their behavior. We saw how they sabotaged Shura or participatory politics, how they undermined equality among the Muslims, how they did away with freedom of conscience and how they smothered justice in the decisions that they were making. When we take a closer look at this, we find that they had released their egos so that they could get away with this abuse of power. In trying to bring this issue closer to us, the Prophet of Allah says in a hadith qudsi "Allah says about Himself- Pride is My garment and honor is My belt. Whoever competes with Me or whoever wants to take away some of this from Me, I shall expose to torture or I shall punish and penalize." This arrogance and false pride has become the definition of these rulers. Instead of this pride and honor being Allahs, they claim that it is theirs and they engineer a life that their citizens and populations live in a life that has to adapt to their arrogance. We saw kings and how they behaved. We saw nationalism and the terrible consequences that it brought against us. The Umawi adoption of nationalism generated a counter nationalism. Arab nationalism generated "anti-Arab" nationalism. The Umawi regime generated an opposite regime of the same material. What did we have? We looked at some of the monopoly of power that characterized the Umawi kings and it also characterized the Abbasid kings. Remember- the Abbasis came to power by claiming that "they were the representatives of the oppression and injustice that was inflicted on the household and the family circle of Allahs Prophet." When they came to power, what did they do? Brothers and sisters- it's alright if we open up a house of horrors. It's better to do so in our minds than do have our enemies open this house of horrors in our own lands and lives. 

When the Abbasis came to power in the year 132 after the hijrah, when they finally gained power, what did they do? Remember- brothers and sisters- one evil does not justify another evil. When they went to Damascus, they killed 50,000 people. Instead of addressing those who were in power and bringing them to a court of law because they had the power... They could bring them to a court of law and bring out the facts about what they were doing, but no-one wants to bring anyone to a court of law- they want to kill, just like today. You have a war criminal who is behind bars in Iraq and who is interested with bringing him to the levers of justice in which we can know the details of those who were responsible in his war crimes that cost the Muslims at least 2,000,000 lives and still counting. It's as if we haven't learnt from history. They kill 50,000 people in Damascus. The Masjid that is called Al-Masjid Al-Umawi- we all disagree with what the Umawis did- they gave a name to a Masjid and you could change the name of the Masjid if you don't like it, but what do they do? They bring their horses and their animals into the Masjid and they render it a barn for 70 days. This is an obvious, unjustifiable reaction to what took place. They didn't stop here, they go even further. They went to the graves and then they began to dig out the dead bodies from the graves. Of course, some of them had been dead for 80 years and their bodies had disintegrated, but they found the body of Hishaam ibn Abdul Malik, one of these kings, whose body was still in good shape, so they took the body out, beheaded the body and then crucified what was left of that body for some days for the people to see. Do you think that the torture and the type of policies that are pursued by the governments which are over our necks and shoulders began from nothing?! These governments can cite for us a history of over 1,000 years of this practice. Mutilating these bodies- they take a body out of a grave and they do with it in public what they did, is this Islamic behavior? Is this the way Muslim rulers are expected to behave? Then, after that, they burn the body and thereafter they throw the ashes, in public, to the wind. Is this Islamic behavior? Is this what Muslims were looking for? Muslims were looking for a way out of dictatorship and a way out of the concentration and abuse of raw and aggressive power and then all of a sudden they were in a reaction with a counter raw, aggressive, concentrated and abusive power- another word for At-Taghut. They went from one Taghut only to find themselves cornered within another Taghut. Let us stay in Damascus. In Damascus, when these 50,000, many of them were men, individuals were killed, there were children and babies who were left behind, so because of the crying and sadness in these families, this new crew of Tawagheet said "let's take these children and these infants also, and let's kill them." Not only did they do that, but they put there bodies in public and they spread a mat over some of these bodies that were still alive and they began to have their food over these dead or dying bodies. It's not an attractive picture that we are looking at, rather, it is repulsive! Why? Because this is the way that people who grab and abuse power behave. Today, we have people who have grabbed this power and who are abusing it. Abdul Malik ibn Marwan made it haram or illegal for any Muslims to say to a governor or employee of the state "Ittaqillah- be observant of Allahs power presence" This is a Qur'anic word. Why? Because if that became a popular notion, it could be perceived to be a threat to those who have power and are ruling by royal decree. Then, they go to the inflicted area in Southern Iraq. This is where the Abbasis gained or began their power base- Al-Kufa and Al-Basrah. They go there and they tell some of the people "whoever goes into the Masjid is secure. If you're looking for refuge and want to feel safe, then go into the Masjid." 11,000 people go into the Masjid in Al-Basrah and they thought they would be safe there, but that was only used as a trick. 11,000 of them were cut down and killed and it didn't matter if they were in a Masjid. Brothers and sisters- you tell us, if we have enemies who are looking at us, do you think these enemies don't know these facts? If we are doing this to ourselves and if we don't have the moral and mental courage to re-open these pages and correct our political mistakes does not that invite them to live off our negligence, silence and ignorance as they are doing today? 

Then, we have another element- nationalism and ethnicism are bad enough, but now we have another element in our history (We don't know how to put this without using words that will harm any ones feelings, because these notions of racism, nationalism, ethnicism and sectarianism are very deep in the Muslim psyche and we probably would not be saying these types of things in public if we were located in the Muslim world today because of the sensitivity and vulnerability of the Muslims to certain words, even though the only thing we're trying to do is restate the facts that are in front of us- we're not trying to promote any ism in any way. One of the almost unspeakable events that occurred in this "non-Arab" nationalism reaction to Arab nationalism- (maybe we should just use the word as it is used in Muslim books)- was that there were 4,000 troops who are called Zunuj, that is in reference to people who are of African origin or black (we just don't want to use a word that gets into someone's sensitivity area), who felt that they were free to violate the honor of women who were defeated in what was Umawi domain. That's what they did- as if these 4,000 were turned loose and they let their sexual desire violate the honor of Muslim women in the thousands. Of course, what happened after that was that the scandal was so much that popular complain was so strong that it went to the Abbasi ruler who in his own way got rid of them. He either repositioned them or just eliminated some of them in order to put an end to something like this. Brothers and sisters- we have to remind you, once again, that this information is not from extremist literature. It is from the mainstream books about this time period in our history and is taken from those who tried to register this history in an objective manner as much as was possible. 

We had a ruler in the Abbasi era or from the Abbasi kings- remember, these came to power claiming that they were the defenders and the champions of the course of Ahl Al-Bait. We had an Abbasi ruler/king who is called Al-Muntasir Billah. What did he do to become king? He killed his own father who is called, Al-Mutawakkil Alallah- Al-Muntasir Billah the son, kills Al-Mutawakkil Alallah, the father to become king. How far are we going from the Qur'an and the Prophet when things like this begin to happen?! We are not trying to bury Islamic history in chapters of horrors like this; there is a positive and an enlightening portion of history that belongs to the Muslims as peoples and communities, but we cannot say that these rulers had the model of governance based on the Qur'an and the Sunnah working when they were ruling- that wasn't the form of government that we are looking at. Before Al-Mutawakkil Alallah, who was killed by his own son, this is what he did. Today- kings have a crown prince, so when the king passes away, the crown prince becomes the king. That is the decree of Muawiya that was to be adopted by all rulers since then, with one exception- Umar ibn Abdul Aziz (radi Allahu anhu). He was the only exception to this rule. When Umar ibn Abdul Aziz was just a governor in Al-Medinah- he wasn't the full ruler yet- there were orders that came down to him to take one of the figures of Islamic opposition in Al-Medinah and whip him in public and then place this person at the main entrance of the Masjid and then place ice-cold water over his head in the scorching weather of Arabia until that person dies. Feeling that he was somehow responsible for what happened when he became the Muslim ruler he knew that he was not a legitimate ruler because there was no bai'ah and no Shura- these concepts and practices have been buried by the previous kings, beginning with Muawiya- so he left this affair to the Muslim public (to you and me) to decide who is going to be ruling. The Muslims and even the opposition at that time which was a very active and revolutionary opposition, accepted that he become the ruler of the Muslims. For what reasons is another issue- whether it was for transient reasons or to expedite further plans that they had is besides the point, but compare people who want to be fair and in the mould of the Qur'an and the Sunnah with this Abbasi king, Al-Mutawakkil Alallah who says that "the 1st ruler after I die shall be (so and so) my son and after he dies, it will be his brother and after he dies it will be his other brother ." This is as if ruling has become an inheritance. Allah tells us how our money passes down to future generations, the laws of Wirathah. When we have an estate, property, wealth or whatever and when we die, there is a way of distributing this money in the family. Likewise, there is a way of distributing this power within the Ummah. No-one can come and say "this power belongs to me and this is what I am going to do with it, regardless of what you think!" Brothers and sisters- remember, there was a time in those years when there were some scholars who came and said "Shura is not necessary." The ayah in the Qur'an is an order.

When it comes to public policy, you have to get them involved in the decision making process (Surah Ash-Shura verse 38)

Then, there were some who said that "the bai'ah of two or three individuals was enough!" What is this- a joke?! If someone wants to become the ruler of the Muslims, it's enough to have two or three individuals coming to give him the bai'ah, and then all the other millions of Muslims that are around need not give him the bai'ah or be concerned?! This is what we had and this has bred itself into the dictatorships that we have around us which is destroying the fabric of our lives.
This dynamic in this world, where some of us want to give ourselves excuses… Knowing the truth is not enough, the least responsibility after knowing the truth is expressing it. Some of these truisms that we have spoken about may be known to some people, but why don't they speak about it? When you come and take a close look at them, you realize that it is the ingredient of power that they are so concerned with. No-one wants to speak truth to power. Very few people are willing to circulate the word of truth and make it popular whilst others want to satisfy and obey those in power, even if they are on the Mimbar of Allahs Prophet in Al-Medinah or in the Holy Haram in Makkah and are not pleasing Allah, then we have a problem. There is a hadith concerning Allahs Prophet…One person was given the interface or presentation and knowledge of the Qur'an in this world, the other one was given abundant wealth in this world and the 3rd one died fighting for the cause of Allah in this world. The three of them were brought to judgment day and the 1st one who had this knowledge of the Qur'an was asked by Allah "what did you do with this knowledge of the Qur'an that you had?" He said "I expended it and gave it to people so that they could live by it." Allah and the angels tell this person "You are lying. The reason you were in the position in the world in the past life was so that people would say you are a scholar. You did this with out any sincerity to Allah. You did it because you wanted to listen to what people would say about you." Then, this other person who had all this wealth was asked the same thing- "what did you do with all this wealth?" He said "Well- I gave it to people who needed this money and assistance." Allah and the angels tell him "You are lying. You spent what you had so that people would say "Oh- he's a generous person." and so that you could get recognition from people and you could care less about recognition from Allah. Then, they came to the 3rd person who fought at the warfront and was killed there and they said "Why did you go out and fight and be killed?" He said "I did it for the cause of Allah." They said "You are lying. You did it because you wanted people to say you are brave, courageous and a war hero." This is what we have in todays world- people who are playing roles to be identified by the powers in this world and not by the power of Allah. We don't have "Islamic unknown soldiers" and that's what we need. We need "Islamic unknown soldiers" who are willing to do what they have to do because they are accountable to Allah and not to any of these powers. We don't have that, and if we do, they are not as many and as much as we want them to be. Al-Kibriya', pride, is their problem. They are consumed by pride of their egos. If you tell them to "come to Jum'ah prayers"; they want to go to Jum'ah prayers where there is the recognition of power and where the Islamic Center is run by people who have money, wealth, political connections and partisan relationships. Are they to go to a Masjid where the truth is spoken? "No! No! Stay away from there, especially if that truth is spoken in the public, outside and in the streets."- is what they are told. What's wrong? What happened to these ayaat and these hadiths of Allahs Prophet?! What happened to the Muslim psychology, attitude and mentality?! If you give them power, money and knowledge, they want to use all of this to satisfy those who are in the highest office in the land? We had scholars, pundits, poets, publicists and all types of people who were praising illegitimate rulers way back then- in the time of these Umawis and Abbasis that we have just looked at. They put the crown on the head of a king and then, all of this literature comes forth praising this king who is a criminal. You shouldn't put a crown on his head, you should put a sword beneath it! This is what we have today. Brothers and sisters- if we didn't have a culture of this- this has become a culture and this culture has to come down- we have to destroy this culture that has eroded our lives. Our culture is killing us; our culture is inviting death and soliciting wars. Who are the people who are going to step out of this culture that is in the service of dictators and dictatorships?! The Prophet says "You will not step into paradise if there is an iota of pride in you". - a pride that takes you away from Allah and places you as a subservient, a sicker fence, an inferior and a slave of the powers that be.

Dear brothers and sisters- committed Muslims whose life and livelihood are Allahs... 

We say what we say in these khutbahs not as a matter of just stating a few articles of knowledge. We say what we say so that this knowledge can circulate and become our strength as we are able to see through the stratagems that are alive and kicking with military dimensions in our countries. We said and we continue to say- the grand plan is to have a fertilization of our ignorance that will bloom into bloodshed as they unleash- some of us help them do so- the evil forces of sectarianism, nationalism and racism in our own backyards. They know that if you and I and the average Muslim in this world remain alienated from the valuable information and experience that we have- these chapters of history serve to protect us if we want to learn from them. You can take a close look at the real world around- look at these governments and these political systems that are heavy weight on our souls and our lives and see where- remember when we were speaking about Dawlah An-Nubuwwah and Dawlah Al-Khilafah, we were speaking about Al-Adl, Justice, Ash-Shura, consultation, Al-Musaawaa, equality, Al-Bai'ah, allegiance- where is anyone in todays world speaking about these values and principles. Where, if it does exist are they trying their best to make these principles the policies of life? You can take a look around- this is a small and growing even smaller world- information is available, you have to pursue it, we can only give you a broad frame of reference- you should be able to rely on your common sense and your understanding of Allah and His Prophet to sift out the good from the evil, the sacred from the satanic. Cast a look at the degree of the political systems that we have in our countries without the dumbing down of this culture. Every week there's a waste of a billion-and-a-half people when nothing is said to them and when no pertinent information is expressed to them and when no knowledge that becomes weapon is offered to them. This is what we have- a waste of time when these Masaajid no longer belong to Allah but belong to the wealthy and the corrupt- corrupted by the power that they abuse and offend us with. Is their any hope? Of course there is hope! You cannot be with Allah and say "there is no hope." If you begin to feel "Hey- I'm looking at history and it doesn't look good and I'm looking at the world around and it doesn't look good so I'm losing hope." If in addition to looking at history and the world today, you have your attention and your conscience focused of Allah- when that is the case, there is nothing but hope. 
Brothers and sisters: 

A felicitous Eid to you and a remembrance of the brothers who we have around the world who are spending this Eid in the struggle against kufr and shirk and against nifaq and hypocrisy. With that in mind, we say and we invoke Allahs presence wherever true Muslims are, and we ask Him that the Hajj, Mecca and Al-Medina regain their centrality in our lives. And we ask Him All Mighty, All Seeing and All Knowing to rid us of such clans and tribes who are interfering in the Hajj, interfering in the affairs of the Muslims to the detriment of the Muslims and to the construction of Kufr. We ask Allah, not only verbally, but by what we do, by our lives and everything we have invested in Him to rid us of these munafiqin, these muthabbitin, these muawwiqin, for now and forever. On that day and at that time, we will truly enjoy Eid- an Eid of freedom and liberty, an Eid of self-determination and reliance upon Allah.
