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It is such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the criminals may become clear. 


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims on As-Siraat Al-Mustaqeem...

 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 9

THE BATTLE OF SIFFIN AND ITS AFTERMATH
These times are critical times, these days are challenging days and the events keep on going from one level to the next. We maintain our position of Taqwa, we remind ourselves of this Taqwa characteristic of ours especially during these crucial events that are unfolding in the world. In our continuing attempt to stay ahead of the curve as there are Shayateen Al-Ins wa Al-Jinn who are in full force to undermine our Islamic assertion and our full dependence upon Allah. In our continuing attempt to diffuse the instability that is in the making, we take a brave look at some of the areas that have been forsaken by the Muslim mind to regenerate an understanding that will deliver us from internal ignorance and from the plots and the plans of those who are on the outside. Iraq is becoming a magnet for evil ideas and for inflaming Muslims around the world to have us thwart our own selves. We will pick up from where we ended, where the germs of ignorance breed the hostilities of today. We say in our history there are details should serve us lessons and instructions to correct our direction and approximate our efforts to Allah. Todays shakers and movers are trying to destabilize our Islamic psychology and to split our Islamic societies and then to pitch our Islamic forces against themselves, and they want to draw on a fanaticism that grows out of ignorance. People who are well grounded in their ideas coming from Allah and in their relationship with Allah are not given to a fanatical attitude or behavior. 

To go back to those defining moments in our Islamic past and to take the fuse out of hostility out of it, which the enemies are trying to light today. In the Battle of Siffin, this is one of the milestones of that early history of Muslims, the Masahif, the Quranic pages, were raised on the swords of 100's of Muslim warriors. This in and of itself is a visualization, but along with it, those who were raising these Masahif were saying "Allah's book stands between us and you." These were the two flanks of the two opposing camps that were there. A thoughtful approach to this scenario causes us to realize that this act of raising the Masahif has two meanings- one of them, an immediate meaning and the other a postponed meaning. The immediate meaning of this maneuver was to end hostilities, to put an end to Muslim killing Muslim, because both sides of this clash had grown wary of the way this war was going. It appeared to them that this had become an internal Muslim hemorrhage in which if it continues, the only debility that is inflicted will be on the general Muslim body, not only those around 150,000 troops who are there, but this is going to weaken the general Muslims all over. Sometimes, we tend not to look at the larger picture, but the larger picture in those days, at that time was the Muslims were the number one military force in the world. As this Islamic military force was going from success to success, from victory to victory, it had to deal with this internal problem. One of the issues that had elevated the camp in Ash-Shaam that was contesting the legitimacy of the Islamic leadership in Al-Medinah was the participation of that lobby (that we referred to earlier- the Umawi lobby)- their active and sacrificial participation in the war at Al-Yarmuk, in which the Muslims defeated the Byzantines. It was through the military chain of command that this lobby had climbed to the highest levels. So, the military proves to be a critical institution at that time, the same way it is a critical institution in our time- something the Muslims have lost sight of because once again, this information is not processed by our reasoning and by our mind yet this is where it belongs. In this Battle of Siffin, when the Muslims raised the Qur'anic texts on their swords, it caused a type of reaction within the ranks of those who were opposed to those who were carrying the Qur'an on their swords. The internal Muslim mind now was concerned with whether this means a sincere arbitration to the Qur'an or whether this is a trick. This is part of the internal Muslim mind at the time. In the camp of the Khalif/Imam Ali, this type of characterization caused two trends in this Islamic armed force. One of them believed that this was a deliberate maneuver to put an end to what appears to be the eventual loss of the side represented by the forces that did not recognize the legitimacy of the Khalafah and Imamah of Ali ibn Abi Talib. But most of those who were there wanted an immediate cessation of these hostilities. This was the public mood and the overwhelming feeling of the majority of the people- they wanted this war to end immediately. But then, the follow up to that was what was called Al-Tahkeem, arbitration. These are two different things. The cessation of hostilities is one thing and then arbitrating the differences between both sides is another thing. So, the overwhelming majority of Muslims wanted to end or stop this war immediately. This teaches us, or this should teach us if we are looking at these events with an open Islamic and Qura'nic mind, that the pulse of the Muslims is not to fight against themselves. In other words, if they do fight, there has to be an instigator for this fight, but left to themselves, Muslims are not apt to kill each other- that is true then and it is true now. But then, when we come to the issue of solving our differences by referring to the Qur'an which was the general impression among everyone at the time- we have our differences, let us refer our differences to Allah and His Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), to the Qur'an and to the teachings of Muhammed. After the meeting of representatives from both sides, they agreed on an arbitration that would take place within eight to ten months after that. In the meantime, each side can go back to their homes and try their best to conjure a reconciliatory attitude within themselves. Within the forces of Ali, the Imam/Khalif, there were those who doubted the sincerity of Muawiya and his forces. So, what did they do? They expressed their reservations concerning the sincerity of the other side. These individuals who had their question marks about the intentions of the other side can be traced to the trend of Al-Qurra, the reciters of the Qur'an. Remember, earlier on, we spoke about Al-Qurra- this was where most of the objections to the gesture of the Shaami camp came from. They expressed this to their leader. They told him, "We don't believe their leaders are up to any good in what they are doing." But, the majority of the Muslims wanted to pursue this Tahkeem, this arbitration to the end. So, in arbitration, you have to appoint your spokespersons who are going to represent this side and who are going to represent that side. They were still at Siffin, and it took a week to work out the details of this arbitration. In trying to work it out, there was an influential person in the side of Ali, his name was Al-Ash'af, who was doing most of the communication with the other side, Muawiya and Amr ibn Al-Aas. In this exchange and setting the stage for the arbitration, certain things happened that gave those who were suspicious more fuel to their suspicions. Number one was- Ali had to agree that he will no longer be called Amir Al-Mu'mineen. Another item or another detail in setting this arbitration was that the camp of Ali is going to be represented by Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari. If we can recall, Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari was totally neutral in the Battle of Al-Jamal. Some would even say that his neutrality reinforced the camp that is opposed to Ali, so why is he now being put in a position to represent this side? This also fueled the less than positive ideas that Al-Qurra, and here at this time, they were called Al-Muhakkeema, because they said that if we are going to arbitrate this affair, we need not any of these representatives, we only need Allah book. They came up with their famous saying- they will be known for this until history ends, they stated "There's no judgment or there's no arbitration accept that that belongs to Allah." Then, they took the ayah from the Qur'an in which Allah says 

If there are two camps of committed Muslims who are warring against each other, then you bring a reconciliation between them. But then, if one of them transgresses against the other you fight the transgressors until they are referred to Allahs adjudication or decree in this affair (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 9)

This is the ayah that they claimed justified their position, they said this ayah applies here. Now, we have to look at the numbers. What are we speaking about? During these moments at the end of the campaign of Siffin there numbers were probably only in the hundreds. Remember, one side is about 70,000 troops and the other side was about 70,000 troops- so, when we speak about several hundreds, it's not a very substantial point of view. Given all that was present there, Ali decided to go for this Tahkeem because, (listen to this very carefully), the reference of it all was the book of Allah- they said they wanted to arbitrate this whole issue with the Qur'an being the reference. We can take this whole issue to that extent and see where it's going to go- there's nothing to fear, there's nothing to be reactionary about and there's nothing to be apologetic about- if people want to solve an issue according to the book of Allah- lets do it. This was in the month of Safar, for those of you who may have forgotten, in the 37th year of the hijrah, some say the 36th year- whether it's the 36th or the 37th it's the month of Safar. This arbitration had eight months to work the good intentions up to diffuse the differences among the Muslims. But now, inside the Kufi camp, the supporters of Ali basically came from Kufa, Southern Iraq and some from Basrah, that was it, that's why it is referred to in history as a battle between the Iraqis and the Shaamis or in todays geographic polands between the Iraqis and the Syrians. They agreed to meet after eight months, around Ramadaan at a place in todays Northern Arabia in Jordan called Dumat Al-Jandal. So now, Ali had to deal with a growing dissatisfaction towards this arbitration, because these people who were called Al-Muhakkeema, before that they were called Al-Qurra, after they returned to Kufa and those areas, they began to publicize their point of view in opposition to this arbitration. They began to gain followers- from the several hundreds that they were there, they became several thousand. When they saw that their numbers were growing, they moved out of Kufa and they went to a place called Harurah. Now, Ali had to tend to what appears to be a potential insurrection inside of his own supporters. He went to them and he spoke to them because once again, it's not like todays Muslims- if they disagree with each other, they don't want to speak to each other. What happened to us? If you are solidly on the side of Allah and His Prophet- you speak to anyone. With that confidence he went to them and said what's on your mind? Let's see how we can have you understand that you say "There's no judgment, there's no arbitration except that which belongs to Allah- that’s true, but the Qur'an which is Allahs word cannot speak on these details, it is our understanding of Allahs words that will speak on these details." There was an exchange of opinions in which they told him "We will agree with you if you do not go to this arbitration, this Tahkeem." This is why, when the Kufis were expected to appear in Dumat Al-Jandal, they did not go there, because there was trouble inside of this house. This internal problem had to be solved, so Ali worked his best on solving this internal problem. So, when they saw that they did not, or anyone from that side did not go to Dumat Al-Jandal, they came back from Harurah and they joined the rest of the people with their opposition to the other side. But then, the original agreement says "If for some reason the two sides do not meet in Dumat Al-Jandal then they shall meet in Adhruh, another area which is in Jordan today, which also is a place of a Roman fortress not very far away from Patra. Patra today in Jordan is a tourist area which is made popular by the outside world, but our internal Islamic dynamics has not made Adhruh popular. You can ask any Muslim- where's Adhruh- he's blank headed. He'll tell you, "I don't know! Where's that? As if I heard of it, but can you tell me where it is?" This is how we have buried our Islamic History. That side comment aside, a delegation went from both sides, from the camp of Muawiya and from the forces of Ali- both of them this time honored their word and they met in Adhruh. This was called Al-Tahkeem. When they went there, both sides had with them basically 400 military individuals. The side of Muawiya was represented by Amr ibn Al-Aas and the other side of Ali was represented by Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari. Amr ibn Al-Aas was a close confidant of Muawiya, he was virtually his right hand man, Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari was no confidant of Ali, he was not his right hand man, he was known in many ways to have deterred the flow of people in the Iraqi area, even though he is of a Yemeni origin who was placed as governor in Southern Iraq. But, he did his best because he believed in strict neutrality. He did not believe in taking sides, he did not believe in internecine warfare among Muslims, and that was the only thing, his strict neutrality, that caused the camp of Ali to acquiesce, not to endorse, to him being the representative of their side. So, they meet in Adhruh, and the first issue that they wanted to solve was whether Uthman was killed as a madhlum, without having his rights. Both sides agreed to that, which was during the previous two years almost a matter of destabilizing the Islamic people- now, that was gone. Now, the issue was who was to lead the Muslims. Among those, by the way, who were present were Sahabis and Taabi'een- the noteable Sahabi that was absent was Saad ibn Abi Waqqas. He was one of those original 10 who it was said when the Prophet passed away, he was satisfied with them. He did not attend. There were others who attended from the children of some of these Sahabis or from people who had left Al-Medinah and gone to Southern Iraq. What is notable though is that not one of that 1st generation, with the exception of Muawiya and Amr ibn Al-Aas, even though their history with the Prophetic era is only a couple of years, but these were the only ones who attended from that side of notable respect if we consider the general mindset of the Muslims. Then, there was Abdullah ibn Umar (radi Allahu anhu) and other individuals who had spent a good time in their sacrifices from Al-Ansaar who attended, because Al-Ansaar, as far as the camp of Muawiya was concerned were excluded. They had no representation in that side of government, but they came through from the Iraqi side and were present there. When it came to the issue of who is going to lead the Muslims, Amr ibn Al-Aas suggested that Muawiya be the leader of the Muslims, but Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari was adamant, he was firm, "Dare not mention the names of the two individuals of whom we are arbitrating." In other words, you have no right bringing up the issue of Muawiya and his name, and I have no right bringing up the issue of Ali and his name. This is the way the arbitration was going- Amr ibn Al-Aas was as ferocious as to take a dialogue of understanding in an offensive way to interpose his superior in it. This tells us that there was no will here to bridge the gap from that side, but, from the other side, (listen to this), this is one of the details of history that is buried, Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari suggested that Abdullah ibn Umar ibn Al-Khattab become the leader of the Muslims. For those who only read superficial history, and think that Ibn Al-Khattab was part of some type of conspiracy would have thought- hey- this is the 1st thing that Muawiyas camp is going to accept- they didn't. Amr ibn Al-Aas refused vehemently, he strongly objected to that. What occurred after that was an Islamic lobbying for sides in which these details are buried. They could not agree, and from here on, history books become so murky, it is very hard to tell what really happened. One version is that Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari felt that he had failed the side that he was representing and he felt that those who were against him were so strongly working on not building a bridge that he just left. He went back to Al-Jazeerah Al-Arabiyah, he went back to Al-Medinah- he didn't want anything to do with all this. Then, there's another version, and even though it's a popular one, we don't know how authentic it may be, but it says that here is where Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari was tricked. He was taken aside by Amr ibn Al-Aas who said "Let me and you try to reach some type of understanding on this, let us say that we both exclude Muawiya and Ali from this position of leading the Muslims." That was Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari's idea to begin with, so he had no problems with that. Ibn Al-Aas told him, "You express yourself 1st." So, Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari goes in front of around 1,000 people and he says "I exclude Muawiya and Ali ibn Abi Talib from being the leaders of the Muslims." Then, Amr ibn Al-Aas comes and he says "I exclude Ali ibn Abi Talib but in the same breath I endorse Muawiya." The people here thought that this is what they had agreed upon or that Amr ibn Al-Aas had tricked Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari. Now, the Muslim public had to deal with the ramifications of an aborted arbitration effort or a hijacked arbitration effort. They had to deal with this. Each side goes back and now, the side that Ali is on, those suspicions that were always there, they gained a life of their own. Of course, when Ali knew that all of this was happening, he excluded himself from all of this that had happened, because originally the arbitration was supposed to be on the basis of the Qur'an and neither Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari nor Amr ibn Al-Aas were arbitrating this whole affair to the Qur'an. Neither side, so it wasn't an arbitration to begin with. Now though, there were Muslims that Ali had to deal with, because they were saying "We told you so! What are you going to do with them now?" So, he went to them, once again, not like todays Muslims, if they think they are in possession of the truth, then they think they are above speaking to other people who have gone wrong. You see, todays Muslims- there's a gap between them. There was no gap between Ali and the people he was dealing with, even though they disagreed with him. He went to them and said "What do you want now?" They said, "Now, we want you to make a taubah, to declare you are a kaafir." Listen to this- these now, who were called Khawaarij- from Al-Qurra to Al-Muhakkeema, they call themselves Ahl Al-Haqq- now, they became Khawaarij, those who broke totally from the Imam and Khalif. They said, "You are a kaafir, we want you to make a taubah." Now, doesn't this sound like some of the issues that are taking place in todays world- this liberal accusation of Takfir. They said that we want you to make a taubah and after you make this taubah and declare that you are wrong, we will join you, because to they thought that Ali had tricked them the 1st time at Harurah and they said "We don't want to be tricked again." We said, to begin with, all of these are internal problems. Now, we are dealing with an internal problem of an internal problem. Look at how they understood this, now they took this even further, this was their logic- they said, this is the way we think, and this is why they began to gain some supporters- "When we went and we assassinated Uthman, we were right." So now, it appears that they were responsible for this assassination of Uthman- a fact that Ali himself wanted to get to and now they were confessing to this fact themselves. We fought at Al-Jamal and Az-Zubair and Talha were killed and we were right. We will see in the coming khutbahs how Ali dealt had to deal with this insurrection and the repercussions that they had on the Islamic leadership.
 

Brothers and sisters...
This disease that we have been speaking about has the potential of getting all the Muslims involved and affected. This issue of Sunnis and shi'is doesn't begin nor end in lands where Muslim are the predominant populations. If we do not sort out these misunderstandings, they will become fuel for further divisions within the Muslim body. You want an example of this- recently, in a minority community, we had one group along this polarization approach the local government requesting burial permission. Equal but opposite to that, we had the other group along this polarization request the same local government to deny that group burial permission. Now think about this for a moment, this is a minority situation where Muslims have no clout as far as the major policies of government are concerned and where there is a degree of discrimination against this Muslim minority, in this political reality you have the one group requesting permission to bury its deceased and the other group wanting to deny them this permission, justifying their behavior by saying "these are not Muslims, and cannot be buried in our cemetery." Is it any wonder why Muslims become the easy pickings of the kaafirs and whey Islam becomes the laughing stock of the world?! You want more. In the same Muslim minority community, the one group approaches the other group saying "Lets see where we can put together some type of effort, social welfare or other community related effort to benefit the general Muslim community and the Islamic course in general among the non-Muslim natives. The other group says to them, "But you are from the other "sect" and we don't work with them", and they use the label, the obvious inference being to them not being Muslim. Lo and behold, the Government meets with this religious community at frequent intervals to "build bridges", the synonym for  putting a program together to get this Muslim community plugged into its agenda. At this forum, there are numerous representatives from the one group and a few from the other. On sight of this, these few are shocked, so they approach this majority within the minority and say to them "Well, by your standards, this government is kaafir and so are we. But how come you're willing and enthusiastic about meeting and helping them?!" If this type of mentality prevails, the only losers will be the Muslims, if we can't surmount these obstacles that we have brought into Islam, the day will soon come when these enemies will polarize us along more serious issues and may Allah forbid the bloody consequences of such a polarization.
