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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=5 (17-11-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 50
WOMENS STATUS- PART 8

May Allah bless a person who shows me the deficiencies of myself. (This myself extends to meaning ourselves). May Allah bless those who show us the shortcomings or fallacies of our ownselves. For this purpose we will continue to help ourselves see where we are lacking or there is room for improvement. As you have been (as the expression has it) tuned in for the past almost a dozen khutbahs or so, we have been diligently trying our best to show that we need to improve on our relationships with each other- our relationships with each other is in reference to men and women, because there is an attitude that is overwhelming and very significant in its manifestations that make our own women -these are not distant people these are close; when we say our own women, these are our mothers, sisters, wives and our daughters. Our behaviour and interaction with them makes them feel as if they are lesser then we are. There’s something wrong with that. When we are supposed to be together in our rights and responsibilities, sharing and caring and holding or moving together at the same pace with a sense of understanding and co-operation, there’s a flaw in our social self when our women-folk begin to feel, and continue to feel, that they are of a lesser kind or an inferior type. There’s something wrong in that. We speak values about brotherhood, mercy, equality and justice- we speak values about these meanings, but why is it that after we do our are speaking at the Mimbars and in the Masaajid, when we are interacting with each other, we still are compounded with what appears to be in some cases a complex. Something is wrong and it needs to be addressed and therefore we went to Allahs book and took a close look at some of the ayaat, with open and functioning minds, to see how these ayaat will remedy this issue. We took a look at some of the pages of the seerah of Allahs Prophet and saw how women were treated at that time. Now, with the same spirit and pursuit, we will take a further look and notice in this area. To begin with, we want to say that it is a negative remark on ourselves when we don’t have a history that presents us with men and women, especially during the ground breaking years of Allahs Prophet. We had women at that time, but in our mind, as if for petty and sometimes even ridiculous sectarian divisions, we only have in our minds three of four women in the time of Allahs Prophet and the thousands of other women who existed and were active and struggling participants in the making of this critical period of our formative years, it’s as if in our minds, even the minds of the big wigs, they don’t exist. We’ll give you an example to show you or illustrate what is meant here. Even though her name was mentioned previously, but if you mention some ones name once or twice- and there is a structured set of information- it doesn’t matter. These struggling Islamic women are not around to be noticed. There’s a person by the name of Umm Imarah, Nasiba Al-Ansariyah (radi Allahu anha)- that’s her name. Now if someone asks you “Who’s this figure? Who’s this lady?” You can scratch your head?! Some of you who may have a library or excess to some sources can dig up the pages and you’ll probably find her, but who was this female figure, this Muslimah who was at the time and in the company of Allahs Prophet? Who is she- we ask the average, normal Muslim mind out there. If there is no answer or if you don’t have the vaguest idea of who she is, this indicates how we (ourselves) cannot honour our ownselves. To begin with, she gave a bai’ah when the Muslims were in Makkah, at a time of oppression and all the social, political and economic pressure came to bear on the few Muslims who were in Makkah. She was one of them who gave her bai’ah to Allah and His Prophet during that time of hardships and challenges. She also gave the bai’ah to Allahs Prophet in what may be called “the general assembly of Muslims” that anchored an Islamic state in Al-Medinah- in the 1st bai’ah and the 2nd bai’ah. This should not be a person who doesn’t share a part of our memory, but the fact of history and our current mental condition and consciousness is that she’s no where around. Practically no-one has heard of her. Then, we see her once again. Brothers and sisters- this is to illustrate how juvenile we, the Muslims, are when it comes to our ownselves. We notice her at the battle of Uhud. Before we get to the detail at the battle of Uhud, this bai’ah that we are speaking about, in which committed Muslims come to Allahs Prophet and pledge allegiance to do what has to be done, regardless of the currents or the circumstances- that doesn’t factor in- they will do what has to be done. 
Indeed, Allah was pleased with the committed who pledged allegiance to you under the tree. He knew what was in their hearts and bestowed on them tranquillity and rewarded them with a near victory (Surah Al-Fath verse 18)

Verily those who pledged allegiance to you are pledging allegiance to Allah. The hand of Allah is above their hands (Surah Al-Fath verse 10)

These are ayaat tutla- ayaat that are going to be sequenced into human life, forever, and these ayaat are inclusive of men and women, so how come we can remember the name of many men and we can’t remember the names of the women who were standing and participating with men at these critical moments and sensitive times? What does that indicate about us? What does that say about our own selves? This Umm Ammarah, Nasiba Al-Ansariyah is included in these ayaat. Notice how in these ayaat there’s no reference to the female gender, because we have a problem with the western secular and materialist mind-set that says “if you are not mentioning women you are excluding them.”- but Al-Mu’mieen and Alladhina Aamanu in the Qur’an, even though technically speaking refers to the masculine, but it is not exclusive of women- it is inclusive of them. Once again, we have to remind ourselves, because the conditioning has been so long, and recently, it’s been so intensive that some people begin to entertain doubts about the wording of Allahs book. If Allah says 
O you who are Committed to Allah, fasting has been prescribed for you (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 183)
The wording of this ayah, pertains to the men or masculine- Alladhina Aamanu; it doesn’t say Ya Ayyatuhal Lawaati Aamanna- Lawaati pertains to women, the feminine. But, every time you speak, you can’t repeat these two, because if you do, it indicates that we have a problem and Allah wants to second Himself to our problem-that’s not the way our relationship to Allah is. Our relationship with Allah is that we mould and condition ourselves to Him, so if He chooses Ya Alladhina Aamanu and by the virtue of the technical, grammatical and linguistic use of the word, it refers to men, that does not mean that He excludes women, rather, it means that He is speaking to men and women together. We see Umm Imarah in the battle of Uhud. What is she doing when men were running away? There were men who were running away from the Prophet- they did not want to face this enemy and fight and potentially kill and be killed- men did not want to do that, but there were women who wanted to do that. This is yet another area that is not developed in our minds and Umm Imarah, this Muslimah, was one of them. The Prophet of Allahs says I could not look right or left except that I would see Umm Imarah defending me. There was an enemy of Allah by the name of Umay’ah, who wanted to take aim and kill Allahs Prophet and this women, this Muslimah, was the one who took the hit and was wounded in her shoulder and she had her husband and her two sons who were there with her- meaning that she was not in the rear of the Islamic forces. She was not somewhere away from the danger zone. She was in the middle of the life and death war and warfare. She was bleeding when she was hit in her shoulder protecting Allahs Prophet- instead of that arrow or whatever instrument of death it was going to hit the Prophet, it hit her- she took the hit. So, a lady, a women, a mother, a wife, a sister- she was all of that- defends Allahs Prophet. If she didn’t take that hit, we don’t know how seriously Allahs Prophet would have been wounded. Yet, there’s no one around who can remember her from these pages of glorious history. She wasn’t alone at this battle of Uhud- there were other women who were in the middle of this battle. The problem is that if we begin to mention some of these names is that we have a sectarian mind and some of you are going to try and process these names through sectarian thinking, so we’ll leave that out and maybe, you can have this as an assignment- you can go and look up the names of women who participated in warfare and discover for yourselves, maybe in the calmness of a non-sectarian setting, how these women were there to equally participate with men when these occasions and responsibilities necessitated it.

There’s another Muslimah, her name is Umm Salim (radi Allahu anha)- (well, they refer to her as Umm Salim), her real name was Al-Fuhaysah bint Malihaan. She also was there. If we mention her name, it’s not going to bring up a sectarian issue, suffice it to know that she was a committed Muslimah who was participating in these ghazawaat, military expeditions by Allahs Prophet. On one occasion, during the time of Al-Khandaq, the trench, that last all-out attempt by the Mushrikin of Arabia to finish off the Committed Muslims. Her husband, his name was Abu Talha Al-Ansari- remember, we are talking about atmospherics of war- he saw her with a knife or a dagger, khanjar. What’s was this all about? So he, her husband, goes and complains to Allahs Prophet. He says my wife is carrying this big knife with her. So, the Prophet of Allah calls her and asks her a simple question- Why are you carrying a knife? She said so that if I encounter a Mushrik, I will slash open his abdomen– a women saying these words. What was the Prophets response to all of this? Did he say “O my God! This women is too much or this duty is a mans duty, why don’t you give this instrument of war or this killing tool to your husband or brother or another man in your family and let him do that job?” No. The words in the books of seerah says in reference to Allah’s prophet when she told him- remember we are talking about Al-Khandaq, a siege of an Islamic society and state and the final and all out attempt of the Mushriks and the kafirs of Arabia to finish off the leadership of Allahs Prophet in Al-Medinah- in these conditions and circumstances she says I am carrying this weapon so that if I see a Mushrik, I’ll slash open his belly or his abdomen. How did Allahs Prophet in those conditions and circumstances respond to that? The books- you can refer to them- unfortunately it doesn’t come out enough in the language and the discourse of todays Muslims, especially at this time, when we need to revive our commitment and involvement- the Prophet showed all expressions -through smiling and a form of laughter- of his approval to what she said. Take that home to those who want to exclude half of our existence from all of our responsibilities- take that to them.
There’s another Muslimah, her name is Umm Aatiyah Al-Ansariyah (radi Allahu anha) -another women who was contemporary to Allahs Prophet. She participated in seven military expeditions. During six of these times, she was with her husband but one of these times, she went to a military war-front and her husband was not with her. There was no one who came and made a big issue of this, saying “Look, this women is going to the war front and her husband is not with her.” It didn’t occur. We can’t find it there. If any of the people who are listening or if any of you in the future listen to these words and find out that there is reliable information that says that a Muslimah needs the licence or the permission of her husband to repel an enemy who is attacking an Islamic society or an Islamic state with a mortal threat, then bring us that information- we don’t have it.

There’s another Muslimah by the name of Rafidah Al-Aslamiyah (radi Allahu anha) that also, if we say that name, that doesn’t mean anything that should divide us. Unfortunately, if we use the names of the closest people to Allahs Prophet, some of you will think that we are trying to score against others, but when we use neutral names that you are not familiar with, that can be a matter of joining or uniting us together. Rafidah Al-Aslamiyah was the 1st to set up a tent, or a place in the Masjid of the Prophet, Al-Masjid An-Nabawi, that served as a clinic for wounded Muslims, on the initiation of a Muslimah, a female Muslim and not a Muslim man. Aren’t these moments to be honoured? Aren’t these women of responsibilities and the higher duties that had to be done? There was no one questioning them “Why are you doing this? You are a women and you don’t belong in these positions? ” We don’t see anyone uttering this. The only thing we realise when reading this history is that the Muslims who were forced to leave Makkah and go to Al-Medinah realised that the women of Al-Medinah were more assertive than the women of Makkah. That’s the only type of discriminatory remark that we come across when we go back into the details of this history of ours. 
Yet, we have something in Islamic fiqh, the scholarly reworking of the Qur’an and the Sunnah called sadd ad-dharaai’. Brothers and sisters, we want you to listen closely, because this is where most of the problems that we have inherited, the double attitude that we have come from. We have the very (we want to use the word orthodox and we also don’t want to use the word orthodox, but let’s use it) orthodox Muslims who represent one side of the issue who have taken traditions and customs and placed them on a par with principles and Islamic values- this is one side. On the other side, we have the seculars who looked at these customs and traditions and then they ran away from Islam altogether. Both of these positions are wrong. We don’t try to use the word religion, but those who have made a religion out of customs and traditions and those who have abandoned Islam because of those customs and traditions that have become religion. Both of these are wrong, but we have both of them around us, and much of the reactions, the extremist positions and the perloqial approaches come because of this concept of sadd ad-dharaai’ which means literally, the obstruction of pretexts or rationalism. To make it simple for the average Muslim, this concept of sadd ad-dharaai’, which there is no argument about- no one is arguing the concept- means that any method or means that will lead to the violation of the Qur’an and the Sunnah is in and of itself prohibited. But here, we have a very wide area that we are looking at. If we mean by sadd ad-dharaai’ that we are going to pre-empt a sin by avoiding what leads to it, then we accept that. If I refuse to go to a red district area in town, where there are pubs and prostitution, I fear that if I frequently go there, I am going to fall into sin, then it comes from the concept of sadd ad-dharaai’ that I don’t go there. We can understand that, but we can’t make whatever is halal, something that is haram because of the concept of sadd ad-dharaai’. You see, a lot of very sincere Muslims, we don’t want to use certain words that refer to them, we hope you have enough information so that you can fill in the area- these are on the face of it very religious and very pious types of Muslims- these types will come and tell you that excluding women from life is permissible. What do you mean by excluding them from life? Meaning they can’t interact or mix with men in the social context of life. This didn’t exist in the time of Allahs Prophet. Men and women were mixing with each other. Women were going to every salaah in the masjid. They were going to the war-front. They were there, side by side with men- of course, with their Islamic principles and attire. So, how did it happen that we came and placed women outside of their social context- we sort of privatised women. How did this happen? How did we privatise women? It all begins with the hadith in which the Prophet says there cannot be a women who is alone with a man, and in another extended hadith, except that Shaytaan becomes their 3rd. But this is not social life, we’re not talking about a man and a woman going to a bedroom together- the hadith is applicable there, but if a woman is participating in the social responsibilities of our communities, societies and states, then how is this hadith interjected into this context? It doesn’t belong there, but that’s what they did and that’s what was done throughout all of these years. They said “we fear a fitnah.” But you can’t extend this concept of sadd ad-dharaai’ to exclude a fitnah from the nature of life itself. The ayah in the Qur’an says
We will expose you as a matter of testing you to evil and to good (Surah Al-Ambiya’ verse 35) 

This is the nature of life. It’s like saying we are going to extend this concept of sadd ad-dharaai’ to say that you cannot eat anymore, because do you know that when you eat in an exaggerated manner- instead of having one meal, you have two or three meals- it’s going to cause you health problems. So, we can bring this concept of sadd ad-dharaai’ and say it’s prohibited for you to eat- you’ll die. You want to try to remedy one problem and you create a problem that is worse than the problem that you’re trying to solve. This can be said about the relationship between men and women. There is zina in life, some men and women are guilty of zina, adultery. What do you come and say- because there is zina, we don’t want marriage anymore?! That’s not the solution. The solution is in trying to put these issues in perspective. 
After Allahs Prophet passed away, one of his successors- we say this, once again, because there is a sectarian sensitivity out there- these wars that are going on right now have brought up the sectarian issue to such an extent that if you say the name of one of the successors of Allahs Prophet, you are going to be accused of taking sides in an internal Islamic affair. We don’t want to look at the personalities as much as we want to look at the behaviour itself. One of these successors to Allahs Prophet heard a women saying poetry at night. Now, this indicates to us that this successor to Allahs Prophet was in the street, among the people; he wasn’t excluded and isolated; he was there, listening to what and how his own constituency is living during the night. He hears this one women saying poetry of how she longs for the arms, love and affection of her husband. After that, he begins to dig for the reason as to why is a Muslim women saying this. So, he finds out that her husband has gone out on a military expedition that has lasted for months now. So he asks- he’s a man and he’s consulting women- he’s asking how long can a woman, a wife tolerate the absence of her husband in the sexual and emotional meaning of the word? He was told a few months- four, five, maybe six months. So, there was an Islamic law or legislature that went into effect to do justice to wives because their husbands, in some cases, are at the war fronts when their wives were not with them. What does this tell us? Is there neglect in Islamic societies towards women? Are women 2nd and 3rd class citizens? That no one cares for women in an Islamic social order? None of that- you can deduce or detect in this information that comes to us fresh from Allah and His Prophet. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims, there are, right now, four or five issues that our detractors, adversaries latch onto to try to say… just listen, you don’t have to do more than that, to what the public airwaves carry everyday against Allah, His Prophet and the Committed Muslims- accusations, defamations and calumny coming at us from all directions. They care not to listen to what we have to say. In this charged atmosphere, we have one of these issues, and we’ll try to dissipate some of them in these coming khutbahs, even though we are approaching the time of Hajj and it is necessary for us to involve ourselves in the ayaat and the ahadith pertaining to the Hajj, but one if these issues that always comes our way is “look at the discrimination in Islam. There’s favour for men over women.” They take an ayah from the Qur’an, of course, they don’t take the whole lesson, discourse or picture, and because we are not up as engulfed in the meanings of the ayaat as we should be, they say “look at this ayah in the Qur’an 
Allah advises you pertaining to your children: for a male, there is twice the share of a female (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 11)”
That’s what the ayah says. They take this ayah and say look at the discrimination in Islam, a man gets more than a woman. They don’t take a look at the overall picture. The ayah does not say that as the rule in Islam, all men get twice of what all women get. The ayah says
Allah advises you concerning your children (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 11)

When it comes to a son and a daughter, the son gets twice of what a daughter gets at the time of inheritance, but this is not the general and all-out applicable rule. I’m just going to take one exemption to this rule, and there are several other exemptions to it, in which not all the time a male gets twice what the female gets. Let’s take one instance- a man dies and he has one daughter and a father who are going to inherit him. The daughter gets more than the father gets. The daughter gets half of his inheritance and the other half is distributed among the rest of those who qualify for inheriting- whether it’s a brother, mother or father. How can you come and say in this instance that a man gets more than a woman does when it comes to the laws of inheritance in Islam. But this is our problem- we never took a look at the whole picture. We never cared to think about the meanings of the words of the Qur’an. Allah didn’t say yusikumullahu fi warathatikum- He says fi awlaadikum; and on and on. It’s our ignorance, compounded with their animosity that has us face what we are facing today. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…

The bad press, the vicious propaganda and the unrelenting rumours against us are not going to dissipate. Only people who are in a dream world are going to think that those who are cranking out these wild accusations against us are going to cease what they are doing just because we are going to exert all that we can to show them how civilised we are. To begin with, who are they for us to consider to show them anything? If we are proper Muslims, we are responsible and we answer only to Allah. We don’t get involved in triangulating between the media, the government and their financial establishments- running from one corner to the next, trying to please them all. We are only concerned in pleasing Allah. As far as their chickenry, shenanigans and elaborate schemes- Allah is above all of that. We don’t know where each or anyone of you have been in the past 20 or 30 years, but we have been living the details of these past 20 and 30 years and there doesn’t seem to be even a scintilla of goodwill that is projected by them towards independent, self–respecting and Muslims of self-determination in the world. Look at this- you can see for yourself- this is supposed to be the capital of democracy in the world. How many times have we heard- it’s almost sickening to listen to their numerous usage of the word democracy and elections and from where, in all of the world? Emanating from Washington DC. Look- for almost 24 years, because they want a dictatorial, imposed administration in this masjid- it’s only a few miles from their departments of state, interior, justice and the white house and congress- where is democracy? Are they speaking the truth? Are they speaking for justice? Any Muslim who wants to open their eyes and ears can see the truth looking them squarely in their eyes and faces.

A gargantuan statement that spews out of their mouths, but they say nothing but false words and lies (Surah Al-Kahf verse 5)

How much longer is it going to take for us to correct our internal behaviour and how much longer is it going to take for them to see their erroneous ways?
