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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouth’s, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Committed Muslims- those whose only superior is Allah; and whose only source of guidance, inspiration and motivation is Allah…

DISTRACTIVE ELEMANTS IN THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT
We try, (we are only passing through this world with what we hope to be, along with the best on intentions, the best of acts), to build our confidence in Allah by realising Allah’s presence and His care for us- we are not alone; this is a process that is in the hands of Allah. But as we are in this position, we find that there are interferences in this process. As much as we would like not to pay much attention to these interferences, interjections or impositions and as much as we hope that the Muslims are as mature as not to get involved in these distractions, but unfortunately, at times that is precisely what happens.
In the past few weeks, there have been Muslims and non-Muslims, (we are not concerned very much with the non-Muslims, because they are not in the reference of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, we are concerned with ourselves in this regard), who have become confused. Why have we become so confused when an issue that interferes in our Islamic maturity has occupied centre stage in the past few weeks? The issue is that of the figures of the Buddha in Afghanistan that are carved into mountains. One of them, they say, is 53 meters high, and the other one is 35 or so meters high- because of this, we had a flare up of interests in what was to be done to these two carved out figures in mountains in an area called Bamiyaan in Afghanistan, because the rulers of Afghanistan had their discussions and they decided after these discussions to go ahead, (we don’t know on what basis yet; no intelligible answer or Shar’i basis has been given for why they rationalised for themselves to go ahead), and do what they did. Finally, after an uproar of a week or so, they brought in their military artillery and blasted these stony images in the mountain.
We all are accountable to Allah’s words and the words of the Prophet. I don’t think, (whether you agree or disagree with this issue), you can exempt yourself from Allah’s guidance in His impeccable book. So, this is where we return to, to see the arguments they used to try to justify for themselves what they are doing. Let us take the ayaat in the Qur’an and a hadith as a sample of ahadith that will give us the ideas or thoughts that are at work regarding this issue.

The best that we know, (and Allah knows best), is these rulers in Afghanistan, (who are not steeped in the affairs of this world (number one), and, (number two), they are not steeped in Qur’anic and Prophetic knowledge. What is their education when it comes to the Qur’an and the Sunnah? Has anyone of us heard them speak about issues of the Qur’an and the Sunnah? Why have they taken this position to distance themselves from the rest of the Muslims, who would wish them well if they are bound by the Qur’an and the Sunnah); in all likelihood relied on a few hadiths, one of them says… This happens to be a consensus hadith, hadithun muttafaqun alaih… what does this hadith say: Those who make or manufacture these images are put to adhaab, pain and suffering on the day of resurrection; they are told “bring to life what you have created.” There’s another hadith or two along these lines, but the meanings are synonymous and this is what they probably relied upon to go ahead and create all of this uproar that will have negative repercussions on Muslims elsewhere. Notice that they could not present ayaat from the Qur’an that would substantiate or become evidence for their position- there’s no ayah in the Qur’an that will tell them to do what they did, so they relied on this hadith and a couple of others and went ahead and did what they did and in the process, we had Muslims arguing for and against- “But where is the Qur’anic statement on this issue.”
Now, let us try to see what Allah says pertaining to this issue. In Surat Saba’, when Allah speaks about Sulaiman (alaih salaam), He says that Al-Jinn, the unseen intelligent beings

These Jinn make or manufacture for Sulaiman (alaih salaam) what he wants, of niches or sanctuaries or altars and statues (Surah As-Saba’ verse 13)
They are doing this for one of Allah’s Prophets. How can there be an argument against the art of drawing or sculpture when it is mentioned in the Qur’an? Why is this conveniently dismissed from the Muslim mind when dealing with this issue? A closer look at this issue reveals to us that in the 1st generation of Muslims, the people who received the Qur’an, being Ummiyeen or non-scripturalists, some of them relied to some extent on the Talmudic or yahudi mind, which confused an idol with a statue- that confusion came due to their particular jewish history,

When Moosa left them, they sculptured, or put together a figure of a golden calf, and then they transformed what was a figure of art to become a deity to be worshipped (Surah Al A’raaf verse 148)
So, in order for them not to make the same mistake again, they generalised and said “statues and idols all go together; they are forbidden.” This leaked into the Islamic context, and Muslims carry without them knowing this yahudi mind inside of them with the particulars of this yahudi history, even though the Qur’an wants us to be free of this, to distinguish and not be simple.

Another ayah in the Qur’an says, (the issue has to do in the theological mind with creation)… We know that figures, statues, idols, whatever they are, they can’t create; human beings can’t create; creation is a function of Allah, but when you are involved in art, you are not creating; no-one is claiming to be creating; you are expressing a talent and a skill that Allah has given you. If you do that, it doesn’t mean that you are manufacturing idols. Let us take this mind of literal understanding of Allah’s words, and go to Surah Aal Imran, when Allah says of Isa ibn Maryam (alaih salaam),
He has been sent as a Rasul, as a Messenger to Bani Israel. Isa is saying: “I have come to you, the Children of Israel, with an ayah, meaning, with a presentation of Allah’s presence in human affairs. And then he says I will create for you from clay a bird, and then I will exhale into it, and it becomes a bird, by Allah’s leave, permission or license, (meaning- I’m not doing this)(Surah Aal Imran verse 49)
Now, lets transform the Taliban mind, (as it were), to read this ayah, they will say “Astaghfirullah, this is kufr. How can a human being, even if he is a Prophet create something?” The ayah, to the literalist mind indicates that a human being, Isa, is involved in the act of creation. And Allah says: MA MIN KHALIQIN ILLA HU. This is the area that we find today’s Muslims debating back-and-forth, not being able to understand the words in context. Of course, if you want to take these two words you begin to think just like the Taliban mindset. But you have to take it in context.
I have come to you with an ayah from Allah (Surah Aal Imran verse 49)
What is this ayah? I have become the will of Allah for His creation of life in the figure of a bird that I will do.

I just blow into it, and it becomes a living bird by Allah’s permission (Surah Aal Imran verse 49)
What do we say, Isa is a Mushrik, or Isa is involved in making figurines? Obviously, when you mould clay into a figure of a bird, then you are guilty of the crime that is described by those who are blasting figurines out of a mountain. Haven’t they read these ayaat from the Qur’an? (It’s) as if these ayaat don’t exist- neither in Surah As Saba concerning Prophet Sulaiman, nor in Surah Aal Imran concerning Prophet Isa! But if they are not educated by the Qur’an and if they are not informed by these guiding words of Allah, how about us? Why should we be arguing this issue? Do we also choose not to listen and understand what Allah is telling us? This can become like a disease, and it can spread in the Muslim body, and it only does so when we withdraw ourselves from understanding what Allah is telling us. Allah did not express these words because they are above our minds, or we are incapable of understanding them. He chose these words, ayaat and Surahs precisely for the capacity of our minds and our mental range.

unto to you from Allah has come light (Surah Al Maa’idah verse 15)

But, if you don’t read it or if you read it and don’t want to understand it, then trouble-makers like these will come and justify these types of actions when they pluck out a hadith- what do we say about the hadith that they mention to us? This is a hadith that is “mutaffaq alaih”; but what do you do with a hadith that is “mutaffaq alaih” and it slams into the meanings of the Qur’an; it doesn’t mesh or blend; it is not compatible, it does not fit into the context of the Qur’an? What do you do with a hadith like that- and this is a prime example of that? You say, “we accept what Allah says in His book, because there’s no question about Allah’s words in the Qur’an” and when a hadith doesn’t fit in, we place it on the side and we go on understanding what Allah wants us to understand and the ahadith that fit into the context of Allah’s scripture.
Then, the ayaat that were used by some Muslim scholars to try to persuade or convince these Taliban figures to desist from what they were about to do- they brought an ayah from Surah An’aam
Don’t bad mouth those deities or idols or false Gods who they invoke besides Allah (Surah Al An’aam verse 108)
They could be Buddhists, followers of Confucius, Hindus, whatever- Allah has instructed us not to bad mouth these figures, idols, deities, whatever or whoever they maybe

Because if you do that, they will in turn come around and bad-mouth Allah as an expression of their ignorance (Surah Al An’aam verse 108)
This is not the approach. If we want to convince people that idol-worshipping and the images that they say are some representation of divinity or God, we convince them on the merits of the issue. Bad words don’t get anyone anywhere. Will a bad word penetrate the mind of a person who’s a potential listener? Even if you have all the truth on your side, and you use harsh or injuring words, you’ve turned the persons mind off and you’ve turned his emotions on. What’s going to be accomplished by doing that? What will be accomplished by this act? Due to an act like this, aren’t the Muslims to expect what we begin to hear happening in areas of the world where there are followers of the Buddhist religion, or in India? Yesterday, they go to a Masjid, that’s hundreds of years old and then they begin to burn pages of the Qur’an and they begin to throw lahmal khanzir, pork meat inside the Masjid, when at the same time Muslim students are studying, reading or memorising the Qur’an. Does that surprise anyone- when this is the type of approach that we are seeing with our own eyes?! And we ourselves are incapable of trying to answer a simple question- whether this is right or wrong?!
Afghanistan became a Muslim land during the 1st and 2nd generations after the Prophet- that’s a very long time ago. We’re speaking about 1,350 years, (at least) that Islam has been in Afghanistan. In the minds of these people, those were the best generations of Muslims; so, the best generations of Muslims came to that land and saw all of this; they  spread around the world and saw many other examples of this- statues, figurines, idols and what not; the Prophet went to Umrah in the 9th year of the Hijrah and idols were all over the Ka’bah- he didn’t say “I’m not going to perform the Umrah because there are idols around here”, (and those were in every sense of the word idols). He performed his Umrah. The Muslims were reticent; they were objecting to go to the Umrah when Makkah, Al Haram and the Ka’bah was full of idols. The two places of As Safa and Al Marwa, where pilgrims go and jog between to relive the ideas and emotions of Hajra when she was about to lose her child to famine and thirst, during that time before Makkah was liberated in the 10th year of the Hijrah- in all of those years, because the Muslims were re-formulated and re-programmed by the Qur’an- they were no longer the jahili individuals they used to be- they said No! We don’t want to go and run between these two places when there’s an idol up on As-Safa and an idol up on Al-Marwa. We can’t do that; our psychology will not permit us to do that. OK- if we assume and give the benefit of the doubt to these who are blasting rocks in a mountain and say that they are so sensitive and have been reborn and re-programmed by Islam, (which in our mind is somewhat questionable), but lets go the whole nine yards and say (that’s the case)- they are equivalent to the Sahaba of Rasulillah and they don’t want these idols around. The Qur’an said, (these are ayaat that we recite until the end of time), to this type of personality and psychology that is to be expected; this ayah was revealed before Makkah was liberated and the idols were crushed- when there were idols on As Safa and Al Marwa. Allah says to these types, 

As-Safa and Al-Marwa are rituals belonging to Allah, are symbols belonging to Allah. For whoever goes to the sanctuary- Al-Bayt Al-Haram, the Ka’bah- for purposes of Hajj or Umrah, there is no violation of conscience and principle to jog between these two places, even though those two idols are still there on these two places. (Surah Al Baqarah verse 158)
How do you fit that into the mentality of today, that is doing what it is doing? You can’t find for it any Qur’anic or Shar’i explanation, except for relying on a couple of hadiths that cannot properly fit into the context of the Qur’an and the ayaat that we mentioned in Surah Al Baqarah, Aal Imran and Surah As Saba’. Where do they get all of this from and why are Muslims confused? An issue like this should never confuse anyone who wants to understand what Allah is telling us. We hope that this type of affair does not intrude once again into the progress of the forward looking Muslims that are in the making. We, (in a sense), were forced to address this issue because of the back-and-forth opinions that have been expressed- none of them strictly and solidly grounded in the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

Muslims who confess your conformity to Allah, and who ask assistance from Allah….
Our presence in this world cannot be fragmented into concentrating on single issues. We fail in our obligation to Allah if we don’t consider ourselves from one ocean to the other, regardless of our mother tongues, our denominations, i.e. our languages, ethnic origins, and races- that doesn’t factor in; view the larger picture. When Muslims flare up in the world, in the Balkans, where there is a potential war in the making along the lines that we viewed in the past several years in both Bosnia and Kosova; now you can add to that Macedonia; also, we have a heightened state of hostilities against us in the Indian sub-continent; not to mention the agitations in the far-eastern lands of Muslims, in Indonesia and Malaysia and you can add also to that the plight of the Muslims in Chechenya in Central Asia. What do they want to do? When you begin to take a look at the larger picture… wars don’t happen as a natural event, it’s not like an earthquake. Wars are done because people are planning- there are minds, departments, organisations, agencies, strategists- many people go into thinking out where a war should be, what those results should be and the course of it all. These wars are thought out. Why do they have the capacity to plan these wars? Then, we are on the receiving end of them, (and) reacting to them as if we don’t have the capability to step outside of this reactive mode and pre-empt with our thoughts guided by Allah’s Nur to see what they are planning for us? We’re not going to be able to do that if we are going to be spending our time trying to debate such an issue as has happened in Afghanistan in the past week or 10 days- this will never happen. (Do) you see why we are on the defensive!? Because we don’t have people who come to the Masjid or to Makkah to give meaning and feeling to this Islam of ours. We’re not a cube of ice in Makkah neither in the Masjid- we have a mind and emotions; why can’t we exchange our thoughts and feelings? “No! You can’t do that!” If they blast away at these, who knows where it will all end. They distract us into these types of details and as we turn to argue among ourselves, they are busy chopping off our limbs at the extremities, as you can very well see if you wish to look around. Open your eyes and see what is happening to us! 
This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on the 23rd March 2001 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
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