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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims...
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (01-12-2006)
WOMEN, LEADERSHIP, SECTARIANISM
The time frame that we are in is a time in which Muslims are preparing themselves, (even though they should have been preparing themselves months ago), but because of the legal restrictions that have reduced the Hajj to a single month instead of being a matter of three months) they are scrambling to make it to the Hajj; therefore, (in a sense), it is important for us to speak about the Hajj; but then, on the other hand we have been speaking for about 10 weeks about the issue of women and their rights and responsibilities (and) we find ourselves at a convergence between these two responsibilities. We will continue though we might combine these two matters, bi idhnillah, into our hour of devotion to Allah at this time today. One of the statements that have been used by some people, (more specifically by some Muslim men and non-Muslims- alike), as a battering instrument is a hadith that is attributed to Allah’s Prophet. The meaning of the hadith- a society or people may not be prosperous or successful as the relegate their affairs to a woman. In some books of hadith this same hadith is stated in another way it says a society or a people cannot be successful once they rely in their affairs on a woman. In another hadith it says a society or a people cannot be successful when the possession of their affairs is in the hands of a woman. These translations are just to give you the thrust of the meaning and however way and which ever hadith, (these hadiths are quoted in what is supposed to be the most reliable books of hadiths, and you should know in your mind what these books are), this has been taken to mean that a woman cannot assume responsibilities of the highest offices in an Islamic political order- this is how everyone understands these hadiths. Before we take a more calculated approach to this hadith, we would like to remind ourselves of the ayah…Whenever we encounter a hadith, we try to understand this hadith with the Qur’anic momentum we have. This is so important that we are going to have to say it again- whenever we come across a hadith, in order for us to understand this hadith we need all the meaningful Qur’anic content and understanding that we have to understand the hadith. In the ayaat of the Qur’an that we have pertaining to the social, political and the “otherwise” activities of women, Allah tells us in an ayah that is beyond a question or doubt and that is equivocal and straight-forward in it’s meanings- this is not an ayah of tashabuh i.e. in which there is a range of possible meanings; this is a muhkam ayah- before we scrutinize the hadith, what does the ayah say? 
Some committed Muslim men and committed Muslim women or a proportion of them from both sides are awliya’ to each other i.e they are the allies and supporters of each other… (Surah At Taubah verse 72)

What do they do? The ayah says

… they have the power to establish the ma’ruf and they have the power to dis-establish the munkar… (Surah At Taubah verse 72)

When we speak about establishing the ma’ruf and disestablishing the munkar, we are speaking about all the layers, activities and details of what we refer to as social or political responsibilities. Do not be reduced by the non-starter words in the translation that say they “enjoin the good and forbid the evil.” This type of English wording of the meaning of this ayah aborts it’s political and social contents. This goes for both Mu’mineen and Mu’minaat; men and women- it is their responsibility per this frank ayah in the book of Allah. All of these details describing men and women who are committed to Allah are on an equal par; there’s no more responsibility for men than there are for women. 
…it is they who Allah is going to bless (Surah At Taubah verse 72)

OK- so we have a sense, (and hopefully), with a sincere understanding we have been gaining a sense of how there’s no discrimination between men and women in the Islamic perspective and practice of these responsibilities. As a reminder, (even though this has been mentioned before), but because there’s so much conditioning Muslims have a problem with a reminder; what is a reminder once or twice a year in a khutbah going to do when there is a deluge of information in the opposite direction?! We tune in to the Qur’an and we listen to Allah when he praises a woman who is the ultimate decision-maker in her own society. 
My people- advise me concerning this affair of mine…(Surah An Naml verse 32)
Her response is like, (what is in today’s language called), an international correspondence between Heads of State- Bilkis and Sulayman (alaih salaam)- and she gets people around her to advise her on what she is going to do and how she is going to respond to this. Allah brings out a positive character in a woman for us to say what? (That) women cannot assume that responsibility!? If they qualify, (just like anyone else), they can assume that responsibility; if they disqualify- they don’t. Allah speaks with condemnation of Firaun who is a man who is also making decisions in the highest office of the land. This is just like today’s Heads of State with their super-power structures.

O my people- I show you what I see and I only guide you to the right direction of maturity and development
These are two individuals who are in that office that has become an issue of contention among the Muslims- not because of ayaat in the Qur’an but because of the hadiths that are not understood within the context of the Qur’an itself. Now, we come to the hadith, (we can’t dispute the authenticity that has a historical claim on this hadith- that’s beyond dispute; these are in books of sihah) what we can though take issue with is the understanding of the hadith. So how did this hadith come about? We are told, (in the same sources), there was a delegation of people who came from Persia to Al Medinah and the Prophet asked them, (in today’s language), who’s your ultimate decision-maker? The words- (to be exact), the Prophet said man yali amr Faris? The word yari belongs to the concept of wilayah; who has this wilayah over the affairs of Persia? That was his question. So one of them said a woman. As a reply to that, the Prophet said a society or people may not be prosperous or successful as the relegate their affairs to a woman. If we understand the hadith as it pertains to a specific people at a specific time with a woman leading them, then this is not that general statement that is taken by the rest of the Muslims and by which they disqualify and discredit women from that office. Besides, the ayah of the Qur’an says 
O my people- I show you what I see and I only guide you to the right direction of maturity and development
This is another area in which we try to bring these types of hadiths that seem resistant to the general meanings of the Qur’an, (just like the one we’re talking about). In an Islamic configuration of politics and decision-making there is the central principle of Shura’. The ayah which is very clear and which is on the tongues of any reciting Muslim say 
If you’re in these positions, you seek the input of what other pertinent specialists, experienced people or people “in the know” have to say about issues (Surah Ash Shura verse 38)

It’s not absolutism. So, if we have a concept of Shura’, who’s involved in that Shura’? When the Prophet used the word amr- the same word that is used in the Qur’an- so, we take a look; is the Prophet talking about societies in which there’s going to be an absolute ruler or he’s talking about societies in which rulers diffuse their decision-making by involving others in it? We’re not looking at a Queen or a King who are making decisions for Muslim people. This is what we understand- in other words, we’re looking at the institutionalization of the decision-making.

If you’re in these positions, you seek the input of what other pertinent specialists, experienced people or people “in the know” have to say about issues (Surah Ash Shura verse 38)

This dispels that notion that we’re going to have an ultimate male or female who are making absolute decisions on their own- this doesn’t exist! The problem with some of the Muslims who tried to give this some thought is that they conceded; they said “OK- a woman can participate in legislative, judicial and executive affairs but the absolute highest office in the land is reserved for a man”; but, (once again), even though this opinion has to be refined the question is where do you get that from? Besides why is there so much concern with having men occupy that position? (Take a) look now at who are occupying these positions in Muslim lands- with maybe one exception they are all men but are they the quality men that we want? In other words, would you prefer to have a man who is making the ultimate decision in your society who is an absolutist, an authoritarian (with) no shura’ involved and you feel there’s no violation of Islam here but if you have a Muslimah who wants to rule on the basis of shura’ with the qualifications of any other Muslim then you say “oh no this is a violation of Islam?! We cannot see something like this!” Why are Muslims so sensitive to the issue of having a woman Islamic leader who may meet the qualifications of being in that position when now they feel very comfortable they now have all of these Kings and Presidents who are running around owing their allegiance to Ash-Shaytaan (and) violating every principle of Islam and to them “OH- there’s a man who is ruling.” They are more sensitive to the gender issue than the shirk or kufr issue that they should be more sensitive to! Then, we have the regular-normal-run-of-the-mill Muslim or Muslimah of today who live with this, are content with this (and) are satisfied. We hope that we have spoken our minds in this- 1st and foremost with Allah and His words and the Prophet and his words occupying the number one position in our hearts and minds and then after that whatever the opinions are of the fuqaha’, ulema’ and scholars to be respected for their efforts and to be disputed if we find this is not in the flavor of the Qur’an and the hadith. They have their opinions- may Allah reward them for all of their opinions in past history and contemporary time; this is not the try to take away from their ijtihads; they are probably way ahead of us but the mindset, mentality and mental attitude that has gone to their opinions and caused the opinions of these scholars to eclipse the ayaat and the hadiths in context is what we have problems with. Brothers and sisters- a khutbah at this time should be remainder of taqwallah. We are trying to remind ourselves if taqwallah pertaining our women in these khutbahs. The general meaning (or) conference of these khutbah’s is to say to you taqwallah pertaining our women. 

Now we come to the issue that we, you and all of us cannot make belief that it doesn’t exist- for (those of) you who have been with us in the past two years and more know that we were trying to speak about the final card (or) the Ace that the Mushriks and the Dhaalims are playing in today’s world- that Ace that they have in their deck is the Ace of sectarianism. They are trying to fuel hatred and bitterness among Muslims on the basis of school-of-thought that they belong to; they wanted to begin this whole trouble making from Iraq. We cautioned (and) said whatever we could on this subject to try to clear the air and make the Muslims understand and feel that none of them have the justification to harbor hard feelings against the other Muslim from the other school of thought or from the other interpretation of history. Now- what we have are some of the details that are not coming to public attention. In Iraq in the past four years, (almost five years) there has been resistance to the occupation that is causing sleepless nights in the same quarters in Washington that thought that they could go over there and work this thing out to their advantage. There may have been some ground work preceding these four years for sure- we have reason to believe there was extensive ground work to have those who consider themselves Shi’is work within the general scheme of this imperialistic plan in the area. We began to realize that may of these people who fall into this stream of politics were given visas very easily to come over here. Then we found that there are some programs that are aired on satellite TV to try to also feed into the sectarian frenzy that is an integral part of this program. Remember, (we remind anyone who doesn’t understand what is happening in the world), we are in the street because the government of Saudi Arabia 27 or 28 years ago began to stoke the fire of sectarianism against the Islamic revolution in Iran and the leadership of Al Imam Al Khomeini (quddas Allahu sirrah); we were not playing politics saying that we are going to do this just because we hate the Saudi governments, (there’s many other reasons to hate the Saudi governments for), we expressed ourselves because of principle and because we understand Allah and His Prophet to the best of our mind and thinking. Then we spoke for long years against sectarianism that emanates from Sunni quarters, (we use the word Sunni here very loosely to be parallel to the way they use it; by no means due to its authentic meaning understood in the Qur’an and by the Prophet); and we equally speak out against those who call themselves Shi’i (and) who have enlisted the same way their Sunni counterparts did in the American-imperialist program. What do you think? (That) because some Muslim prays in a certain way we’re going to say “OH- he’s more credible then the other Muslim?” NO! We don’t look at people the way they pray; we look at where people have located their hearts and minds. If they have located their hearts and minds in Allah so that Allah and His Prophet is more important to them than anything else then we express that; and if they have located their hearts and minds in imperialist politics we will also expose that. Some of you may not be aware- in the last four years, because of the winding up of this sectarian tension emanating from Iraq those who were resisting American occupation by the use of arms also had the doors of officialdom closed to them in the surrounding countries, viz. those who are working in tandem with the Shayateen in Washington. Saudi Arabia says “no- we don’t want to hear from you; we don’t want to see you.” The Egyptian government would tell them the same thing, so would the Jordanian government, the Syrian government and the rest- no-one wanted to see them. What happened? In around a year ago, all of these governments have done an about face; they were saying to them “come on, we want to talk to you.” One of the spokespersons for the Saudi Arabian government in Washington ran an article or opinion in the Washington Post, (to make the whole article one sentence, he said “we are willing to support with finances and military means the Sunnis of Iraq.” The Vice President, Cheney, (who lives a few blocks down that way), goes to Saudi Arabia and he speaks with King Abdallah for two hours, (you might want to take one hour out for translation- which means he spoke to him for about one hour), and as a result of that, we see that the Saudi Arabian government is in high gear to contribute to a sectarian massacre that will have proportions all around the Muslim world (by) claiming that it is the champion or the defender of the Sunnis in the world. Do you see how sectarianism feeds sectarianism?! When one of the major, (if not the major), figureheads in the Sunni context in Iraq wanted to speak to the Saudi officials two or three years ago, they would not let him come in front of the press to the country. He had to sneak in to perform the Umrah so that he would be able to touch base with some potential supporters there. Now, (it’s) “yes- we want to speak to you; we have a lot to speak about; we want to make up for those years of artificially imposed silence on us.” Then, also to feed into all of this, one of the most respected scholars, (if not the most), in those who consider themselves Sunnis (we pray to Allah that the time will come when we no longer classify ourselves as hyphenated Muslims), gives a presentation, (it seems that this presentation should not have been available to the cameras, but we don’t know how yahud got their hands on it), in which he is saying that “there are scholars in Iran who believe that the Qur’an is incomplete.” He explains what he means by that- he says that “what Surah Al Ahzaab is now in the Qur’an is not all of what it was when it was revealed”; meaning there’s some ayaat that are lost or taken out. To be honest to him, he said, (these are his words and we are transferring the meanings of what he is saying; remember- this is being said in a larger picture that is stirring up sectarianism among the Muslims; this is not said in one of those scholarly meetings; because scholars speak these type of things to themselves and they can tolerate their differences, but what the enemies want of this is to distribute and circulate this among the rest of the Muslims so that Muslim can hate Muslim), “not all the scholars in Iran say this, nevertheless, there are those scholars who believe that there is a Mus’haf  that belongs to Fatimah and that Mus’haf in volume is two or three times the volume of the Qur’an.” What is meant by using the word Mus’haf here, (because some of you may not understand), is that there is a rival Mus’haf to the Qur’an itself. This feeds into sectarianism- what does it mean when a scholar of such a stature stands up and communicates, probably to the influential members of Islamic society, (this was in Egypt- we are told), that “Shi’is don’t honor the names of Umar, Uthman, Aa’ishah because none of their children have that name?!” Imagine the imperialists, (and behind the imperialists), yahud watching this scenario unfold among the Muslims. They say “OH- right now we are beginning to have feedback on the policies that we want the Muslims altogether to a brink of a war among themselves.” There you are- these statements (are) contributing to this precipice of a war in front of our own eyes. Sectarianism is a disease and no-one is immune from this disease because he/she says “I am a Sunni/Shi’i.” Rather, anyone who considers themselves a Sunni before being a Muslim or a Shi’i before being a Muslim, whether they know it or not, they will be used by these plans of warfare and these sectarian instigations that are given the green light by the zionists and imperialists and then they are bridged by those who wear the attire of the Prophet who are trying to infect with this sectarianism other parts of the Muslim world. You can only cast your vision on Lebanon- just like they have plans for Iraq, (they get a sectarian war going among the Muslims), they have plans for Lebanon so that they can get a Muslim/Christian war going. If is wasn’t for the wisdom of Hizbullah, the leaders of Hizbullah and the Islamic Resistance the zionists and imperialists would have had a Christian/Islamic tension bordering on warfare in Lebanon the same way they have been working on Sunni/Shi’i tensions inside Iraq- because this is what they want going for them i.e. to have the Muslims kill themselves and have the Muslims kill the Muslims and let the zionist jew watch this comfortable theater from the luxury of their own offices and their behind-the-scenes confidential meetings. It is a sorrow and a regret to say that there’s a lot of bodies in the empty Manabir and the vacated Masajid, but when they do not bring you and me up-to-date and up-to-par on these issues by drawing from the immediate information offered to us via the book of Allah and the Prophet of Allah, we will become the fodder of this war and the fuel of their war mongering. 
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

Makkah, Al Ka’bah, Al Bayt Al Haram and Al Qibla no longer are functional- they exist but they don’t function! We, Muslims, go there to satisfy our emotions; we don’t go there to satisfy our responsibilities. We assemble there at a discounted rate- from over 1,5billion Muslims in the world, only 2million, (give and take some thousand), are permitted to go to this much needed expression of unity, solidarity, common purpose and common enemy. If we can’t express our unity by combining our responsibilities during the time of the Hajj and Umrah it means that we have no Hajj and Umrah. This is a time when Muslims should be able to pronounce and accentuate their God-given duties from Makkah and Al Medinah but we have an instrument of zionism and imperialism (that) not only is it on one side stoking the ambers of sectarianism, but on the other side it is stifling the fervency of the Hajj. We are only allowed to go to the Hajj as individuals and as individuals we have to belong to a crowd of people under their supervision; with that being done, once we arrive we are not allowed to express what it means to repeat the ayaat of bara’ from Al Mushrikeen at that time and at that place. By Allah- who is served by this non-functional or dysfunctional Hajj except the zionists and imperialists. (For), how long are you, (Muslim- whoever and wherever you are), going to tolerate this? (For) how are the Saudis going to get away with their subservience to their imperialist masters here and their “super-heroes” i.e. the zionist?
