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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (31-10-2008)
TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING ISLAM PART 6
Allah says 
O People- evidence has come to you from your Sustainer and We have brought down to you an obvious light. (Surah verse)
We are thankful to Allah beyond description that He has placed His confidence in our human nature. There are many failures that we have produced in our history as human beings and as Muslims that will make a person wonder at the trust that Allah placed in us. Regardless of these failures, we still live with the ambition to fulfil this trust that Allah has given us. O Allah, We are thankful, grateful, appreciative and humbled that You have said about us

And We have indeed honored the descendants of Adam… (Surah Isra’ verse 70)
This remains our hope and expectation beyond our reversals and above our failures. Part of this body of failures (is that) we remain to have an intolerance where we should honor a tolerance among ourselves. A quick reminder (is that) part of our historical character could not tolerate the other Muslim; we have had in bygone and current generations Muslims who are ready and willing to accuse other Muslims of kufr and when we observe these types Muslims wielding the most serious of the accusations against other Muslims, closely, we realize that they do that because they themselves don’t understand human nature, why there may be deviations in human nature and why when these deviations in human nature belong to Muslims fall short of that prime accusation of theirs. We also had, in our ancient character, and we still have in our contemporary character Muslims who have belittled and diminished the worth of effort and labor- to them it was and continues to be equal i.e. whether a person commits a crime or does as salihaat is marginal in comparison with what a person says! We carry the burden and weight of these two extremes in our historical body and in our living life and they still have their impact and influence upon our social and public existence. Brothers and sisters- to be more down to the point, they take a few ayaat, (we will explain that it is permissible to understand these ayaat with a latitude and a range of difference that does not spoil and poison the relationship between one Muslim and another Muslim). Allah says in an ayah that is to be recited until the day of resurrection
And Allah spoke to Musa in a form of speech. (Surah An Nisa’ verse 164)

You (along with) hundreds of millions of Muslims listen to this ayah and if you were to place this ayah in the fiber of your mind or in the currents of your thoughts or in the fabric of your rational being and you understood that Allah spoke to Musa (alaihi salaam) in the human words that human beings use and understand- that’s your understanding! If you do the same thing and you run this ayah across all your faculties of understanding and you understand this ayah to mean that Allah communicated to Musa meanings that bypass the normal human communication of meanings via the medium of words, then that’s also your understanding! But why should there be conflict or any distance between a Muslim who understands it one way and another Muslim who understands it another way, when both of them are doing their honest best to understand what Allah is saying to them and to us?!

In another ayah in the Qur’an, Allah says

… And Allah has taken as His close confidant Ibrahim (Surah An Nisa’ verse 125)

Now, what does that mean? Does that mean that Allah is a friend of Ibrahim (alaihi salaam) the way a human being is friends to another? If you understand it like that, then be it; if you understand this to be a human relationship that penetrates the fact of divinity and deity, (because the word khalil is a word that carries within it’s meaning penetration- takhlil al asabi’ (i.e. the intertwining/penetration of the fingers of both hands between each other). So, if Allah has penetrated the human life of Ibrahim, and thus, if this relationship is one of penetration instead of one that is defined by friendship- then so be it. Why should there be any distance and friction between one person who understands this ayah to mean friendship and another person who understands this ayah with the emphasis on penetration?! 

Another ayah that lends itself to a range of understandings is 

… faces on that day, (this is in reference to the day of accountability and resurrection), are glowing looking at/seeing their Sustainer (Surah An Nisa’ verse 125)

OK- whether it is looking at their Sustainer i.e. Allah or whether is seeing Him, this ayah opens itself up to this type of human understanding and reasoning. Why should anyone get upset if another Muslim understood it in a complimentary way, (because there’s no contradiction here)? Both these attempts at understanding the meaning of this ayah are honest attempts. The attempt that’s saying “human beings cannot see Allah” is an attempt at glorifying Allah beyond human capabilities and there’s nothing wrong with that; and those who are saying that this ayah means “human beings are seeing Allah” is an honest attempt at having human beings within the range of accessibility to Allah and there’s nothing wrong with that. Brothers and sisters- it is when human nature goes sour that Muslims begin to have difficulties with themselves and then, they begin to quote these ayaat to justify their incapability of acknowledging the other Muslim- this is where they and we go wrong. Some people who have this self-centered righteousness, (this reminds you of racism- racism is a form of excluding the other; you can have that same mentality cloaked in some ayaat and some ahadith). They come and tell you- let us be upfront about this because most of this exclusionism comes from the dictators in Arabia; we’ve been living this exclusionism for 25 years, (look- they’ve proved it!)- what is it in their understanding of Islam, the ayaat  and ahadith of the Prophet that explains to us the division of Muslims that they have been living with in our area for at least the last 25 years?! What is the basis to rationalize two jum’ahs in the same place? These are the types who call themselves “salafis”; there’s nothing wrong with the word, but there’s everything wrong with them. They may call themselves Ahl An Nass i.e. the folks belonging to the text; there’s nothing wrong with the text but there’s everything wrong with these folks who claim to belong to it! These are the ones who call themselves Ahl Al Hadith; there’s nothing wrong with the hadith but there’s much more than everything wrong with these types who claim that they have a monopoly on understanding and explaining the hadith! We kid you not- these types have generated among themselves- just like racism within Judaism have caused them to be divided and splintered endlessly- the same mentality within the House of Islam to produce for us the likes the likes who say “we are not allowed to look at pictures or a TV set” because they say that “pictures are haram in Islam!” We say that that’s their understanding and we can lived with it, tolerate it and we can try and remedy it with a spirit, attitude and behavior of including them in Islam; contrary to that, they cannot live with another opinion that says “there’s nothing wrong with pictures.” These are the same types who make fun, ridicule and then deny facts that are well known, whether they are geographical facts, facts pertaining to astronomy or other well establish facts. They mock these facts and we have, (we say this with humility and meekness), an understanding of Islam that will still include them within the definition of being Muslims and being honest to Allah.

For those of you who think this is some new development, the way the Saudi sponsored religious exclusionism, fanaticism, self-centeredness and egotism think this is something new, let’s go back to the 3rd and 4th centuries of Islam. These who are the pre-dominant types in the Arabian Peninsular because they have a lot of wealth (were like) those who were the pre-dominant types in Baghdad. Baghdad at that time was the center of the Islamic domain. What would they do? These are the so-called followers of Imam Ahmed ibn Hambal- there were blind people in the Masjid in Baghdad and they would turn to these blind people, give them sticks and tell them “when we tell you a Shafi’i has come into the Masjid, you beat the daylights out of him.” That’s what they literally did. They would see walking in the streets of Baghdad a man with his womenfolk or children and they would go to him and say “you are not supposed to be walking with women and children.” This type of fanaticism is not new; this type of behavior is not the product of the Saudi government, even though the Saudi government nowadays is its number one promoter in the world among Muslims. This is the way Al Hanabila are treating other schools of thought. They’re picking of the Shafi’i school of thought, yet Ahmed ibn Hambal was a student of Imam Ash Shafi’. When Imam Ash Shafi’ passed away, he “likened the death of his teacher to the absence of light from this world and health from the human body.” – those are his words. Then, you have these so-called followers of his who because they disagree with other people from other schools of thought using force, sticks and stones to break their bones just because they didn’t agree with them. Where did this come from? Why does it still live among us, Muslims? Brothers and sisters, it is a normal feature of our life for us to have different understandings within what has been established to be the parameters of these differences of understanding- let us understand this- the problem comes when some people have power (and) they want to impose their conviction and understanding upon others who don’t share that same understanding and conviction- this is where the problem begins. We lived with this problem- we had administrations, dynasties, regimes and governments who would try to enforce a particular or peculiar school of thought on the rest of the Muslims- that need not be the case. Why is it that if a particular administration some where is convinced of a particular point of view that that be generalized and imposed on the rest of the Muslims when the rest of the Muslims don’t agree upon that matter? Unfortunately, in our Islamic literature and history we have whoever is in power imposing their school of thought on the rest. They may have been what some people today refer to as “pious Muslims’. Yusuf ibn Kashifi in Northern Africa imposed the Maliki madh’hab on the area that he ruled and Imam Malik who is the head of that madh’hab rejected and turned down the request that came from the seat of power in Baghdad to impose his madh’hab on the area ruled by the governor or what is called the Khalifah/king in Baghdad. He didn’t want that! But then you have these generations that have now substituted scholarly opinions for the deen itself! 
Let’s take an example from the lifetime of Allah’s Prophet. We’re not going to mention the name, because the name interferes with your thinking- one of these individuals during the time of Allah’s Prophet went on a military journey at a distance from Al Medinah and has a wet dream and he woke up and he wanted to pray As Salah As Subh or Al Fajr. There was cold water, (you know), in the desert in winter time the water turns extremely cold. So, is he going to pray Al Fajr either after taking a full bath in ice cold water or is he going to do at tayammum using the surface of the desert- running his hands over each other and then his face and then leading As Salaah? What did he do? He did the latter- he did at tayammum and then he led As Salaah. This whole issue was brought to the attention of Allah’s Prophet and Allah’s Prophet asked this person why did you do that? Didn’t you know that you need a full ghusl to lead the prayers? This individual did at tayammum and led the prayers. Tune in to the communication among Muslims- this is the highest person in the land who is asking an average Muslim who became Muslim towards the end of the Prophet’s mission why did you do something like that? What is he going to answer? How is anyone going to answer? He answered by quoting an ayah from the Qur’an which means do you want to have yourselves perish for indeed Allah has been merciful to you. His understanding of this ayah explained to his conscience why he did at tayammum; he feared dying from a cold bath in the early morning. The Prophet didn’t say “no- your understanding was less than correct.” He didn’t rebuke him or say you should have understood better than that or anything. He smiled and it was left at that.

On another occasion from the lifetime of Allah’s Prophet a man who was very weak and fragile- physically speaking, he was not healthy- this man committed adultery and the issue was brought to the attention of Allah’s Prophet and he was asked what are we going to do here? We’re afraid that if we’re going to whip him 100 times he’s going to die. The Prophet of Allah says you take 100 strands, bundle them up in one bunch and strike him with it. They did that. Some people would do such things to take advantage and find loopholes to circumvent- no one in these examples is trying to bypass, circumvent or pull-a-fast-one on Allah and His Prophet; they were all doing this out of a sincerity of heart and mind and they were acknowledged by Allah and His Prophet; how come if we- out of the goodness of our hearts and mind- want to understand Allah turn against each other when we are trying to do our best to approach Him with sound minds and hearts? An answer to this could be an ayah

As for those who exceed their limits due to an accumulation of power and have a preference for the life of this world, Al Jaheem becomes their resting place, refuge and return; but as for he who fears the status and station of Allah and commands or is in-charge of his nafs, nature and inclinations, then Al Jannah is his return and refuge ( Surah Al Infitar verse 13-16)
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 31 October 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
