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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims...
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (29-02-2008)
MASJID OF HARM, KUFR, TO DIVIDE AND SPY ON THE MUSLIMS
Allah says in an ayah in Surat At Taubah speaks to us about an incident, (that was more than an incident), and remains to be a lesson for those of us who are able to connect the words of Allah to the work of men. This ayah was revealed when some individuals decided that they are going to build a Masjid in Al Medinah during the time of Allah’s Prophet
And those individuals, peoples or persons who have designated a Masjid of harm, kufr, to divide the Muslims and an outpost, watch-tower or center to be used for monitoring by those who were at war with Allah and His Messenger before; and these people who built this Masjid in Al Medinah solemnly swear that the only thing desire and intend from this Masjid is to do what is right and better; but Allah bears witness that they are indeed liars (Surah At Taubah verse 106) 
What, where and whom is this ayah speaking about? When the Prophet was forced out of Makkah and went to Al Medinah, he built a Masjid in an area called Quba’ which is at a distance of a couple of miles or so South of Yathrib or Al Medinah as it became known when he arrived. He stayed there between Monday and Friday when he arrived there and he designated a place there to be a Masjid and it is still called Al Masjid Quba’ until our very day today. We don’t think it is still 2 miles South of Al Medinah with the growth of city we think it is probably inside the city. This Masjid called Al Masjid Quba’ was built by one of the factions or groups of Al Ansaar. It was in the area of Al Aws and they, (more or less), volunteered the place, land and effort to build Al Masjid Quba’. To some people who still had in them the nu’rah or self-centered pulse of 

Jahliyyah- remember, Al Aws and Al Khazraj had, both, in their majority become honorific people by the words of Allah and His Prophet in the Qur’an and the hadith, but that doesn’t mean that all of them were like that. There were still diseased with al jahiliyyah. A faction of these diseased individuals registered that Al Aws had scored well with Allah’s Prophet and therefore they should look for an opportunity to outscore Al Aws. There was a man in Yathrib who’s known as Abu Aamir Ar Rahib or the monk who had become a Christian before the advent of the Prophet in Al Medinah. When the Prophet arrived in Al Medinah, the wasawis of Ash Shaytaan, the individualism of this person and his ego kicked in. He wanted or was expecting a high position, but when the Prophet arrived in Al Medinah he was eclipsed and he felt psychologically injured by the presence of Allah’s Prophet in Al Medinah and he fled Al Medinah and went to Makkah. He participated with the Makkan Mushriks in their grand effort of warfare against the Prophet, Al Muhajirin and Al Ansaar and against the Islamic power base in Al Medinah. It is reported that he also participated actively in the war at Uhud against Allah’s Prophet and he spoke to the people around him and he told Allah’s Prophet there’s not going to be any war against you except that I shall be a participant in it. Abu Aamir Ar Rahib was called by the Prophet of Allah Abu Aamir Al Fasiq. We’re going to have problems with the superficial understanding individuals of Islam by saying “how could Allah’s Prophet change the title of a person from Abu Aamir the monk to Abu Aamir the degenerate?” The problem we have with these types of Muslims is that they can’t place themselves in the context of the times and understand individuals and people with their intents and actions. It’s an accurate description who degenerated from his pursuit in understanding Allah before Islam when he became a Christian and now he has joined with the Mushrikin in their grand effort against the Muslims. It is later on reported that he also participated in the battle Hunayn, but when Hawazin lost the battle there, he fled. It is also said that he participated in the Arabian alliance against the Islamic base in Al Medinah known as Ghazwat Al Ahzaab or Al Khandaq. So, this person was an active warrior against Allah and His Messenger and he deserved to be called Abu Aamir Al Fasiq. When he was losing all of this military participatory effort against the Muslims he thought “let me go North”; and he did go North, all the way to geographical Syria and he joined hands with his co-religionists, the Byzantines. Obviously, as is the case, they would try to use him to implement their plans against Islam in Al Medinah and he also would try to take advantage of what they had to offer to make in-roads into the Islamic society of Al Medinah. It was within this context that this Masjid Ad Diraar was conceived. Abu Aamir being a Khazraji himself contacted some of these people from Al Khazraj- remember, these are now Muslims- and he said build a Masjid near Masjid Quba’ and he played on the subtle differences between Al Aws and Al Khazraj. He took the issue back in their psychology to the time when Al Khazraj felt that they did not participate as they should have in building a place for the Prophet when he arrived in Yathrib or Al Medinah. This is what we have- the information that we came across is that there were 12 individuals, (who are referred to as Munafiqin in the mainstream books of Islamic history), who were contacted by Abu Aamir Al Fasiq and they were the ones who were receptive to this idea of building another Masjid. They built the Masjid. This was when the Prophet was preparing to go on his last military effort to Tabuk. It was exactly during that time frame that they built this Masjid Ad Diraar. They came to him when he was just about to leave Al Medinah to Tabuk and they said come and pray in this Masjid. He dismissed that because now there’s a more important military effort that needs to be tended to. Thinking Muslims can plug the mouths of those people who right now say “Muslims really don’t enjoy any freedom or an Islamic society is a society without freedom” by showing how people in an Islamic society had enough freedom to build a Masjid of their own when there was no need to build another Masjid. This brings us to the issue of building Masajid. If there is a Masjid in an urban center, community or society that is inclusive of the population there is no need to have another Masjid. The basis and foundation of a Masjid is to have one Masjid accommodating as many people as possible yet these people or individuals… For you- thinking Muslims- we don’t have the names of these 12 individuals, which is a sad and negative remark on our own history- we should know who these people were. There’s only the name of one of them who appears later on after the Prophet passes away. This person, who was appointed to lead the salaah in Masjid Ad Diraar wanted to lead as salaah in Masjid Quba’ and the 2nd successor to the Prophet refused to have him lead the salaah there because he was the one who was leading the salaah in Masjid Ad Diraar  and it took the intervention of other Muslims to convince the Muslim ruler that he didn’t know that he was used; but besides this, we have no mention or names of these individuals who were inside Islamic society, subjects of an Islamic power and constituents of an Islamic order- we have no indication of who they were. These were the ones who were in contact with Abu Aamir Ar Rahib who was in Byzantium that was preparing its version of a war against Allah’s Prophet. So who tells us Muslims don’t have freedoms?! When the intentions are unknown, they can get away with doing things like this, but once they are exposed, they incur the rightful penalty. This Masjid of diraar, kufr, tafreeq and irsaad was exposed by Allah with this ayah in Surat At Taubah. This Masjid was built with the intention of spying on the Muslims, dividing the Muslims and with a plan of denying Allah and His Prophet and to inflict maximum harm from within an Islamic society through a Masjid. Of course, this is not one of the ayaat that people nowadays want to focus on and it is ironic because nowadays most of the Masajid can be considered Masajid Diraar! Wal Iyaadu Billah. What adds insult to injury is that these people who had this brilliant idea of building another Masjid- now, on the surface of it, who’s the Muslim who’s going to object to building another Masjid?! In later generations, we know of at least one school of thought- Al Maliki  school of thought that says if one Masjid has the capacity to absorb the population within which it is built, then there is no need for another Masjid, (meaning- another Masjid is illegitimate!) Who dare say that today to people who don’t care and who will come and build a Masjid a few blocks away from another Masjid?! Why? Because the issue no longer has the ingredients and the flavor that it had in those days. A  Masjid today no longer means it is the headquarters of the Muslims; it’s just a place where you go, offer your prayers, make some du’a and just leave- and you can proliferate and have hundreds and thousands of them in a limited area and no one is going to object and say what is all this about, yet in the time of Allah’s Prophet the issue was so serious that in propagating this Masjid they said we want this Masjid to be a refuge for the poor people, people who have no place to go can come to this Masjid, we will feed Muslims from this Masjid- this was the propaganda that went into building this Masjid of diraar- but the true intentions were lurking behind the scenes and they were connected all the way to the super-power at that time, to Byzantium. A Masjid in the heart of Islam can be traced and trailed all the way to Byzantium and the Qur’an, Allah and His Prophet helped us do so. The issue of a Masjid, according to the same school of thought, (anyone of you who want to review the meaning of this ayah, in tafseer Al Qurtubi can go back and do it for your self satisfaction), Al Imam Malik also went to the extent of saying even if you have one Masjid and As Salaah is performed in that Masjid as a jama'ah, you cannot have another salaah performed in that Masjid in another jama’ah- it doesn’t work that way. But who’s going to scrutinize the issue of Masajid with light in their heart and enlightenment in their souls?! Who’s going to come to Allah’s ayaat and understand them as they relate to the real world around?! So what happened? Allah’s Prophet returns from Tabuk, the Masjid was still there, these 12 unknown individuals, (as far as we know), were still around and when this ayah was revealed to him and to us …
…but Allah bears witness that these Masjid builders, these people who contributed to building this Masjid, these people who physically constructed this Masjid are liars (Surah At Taubah verse 106) 
… it wasn’t and issue of contention- let’s debate this or let us go and see what we’re going to do with this, Allah’s Prophet ordered that that Masjid be destroyed and Muslims happily went and destroyed that Masjid and not only that, they burnt it to the ground and beyond that, it was used later on as a place to dispose as thrash. If people had any thrash to dispose of, they’d bring it to that particular area and place it there. Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims- this is in our history; we’re not trying to take something theoretical or hypothetical, this is in our past, in our own character and should live with us in our time and life today so that if we see a Masjid Diraar, we identify a Masjid Diraar! What happens to this person, Abu Aamir Ar Rahib? He stays there with his masters and superiors in Byzantium where he belongs and he dies there in a Northern part of Syria called bin Nasrin. He passes away and is buried there. This has been a delicate issue of the Islamic reality and society of the time. Abu Aamir Ar Rahib had a son whose name in Handhallah (radi Allahu anhu). Handhallah is referred to in Islamic history as ghaseel al Malaaikah, the corpse that was washed by the angels because of his dedication to Allah. These are the facts- you see, when we speak about Al Aws and Al Khazraj and the subtleties there-in before the advent of Islam we speak about how human nature has the propensity to devote itself to Allah and His Prophets; how it also has the propensity to break away from to Allah and His Prophets and we speak about this type of enemy who was conspiring against the Islamic state from within the borders of a super power. When we speak about this scenario, we realize that Allah has given us a purview of human nature, a preview of how this human nature may act and he has given us enough information to move forward with our responsibilities (being) ever watchful of these people who try to brew within our Masajid and destroy our unity, spy on us that doesn’t bring Muslims together, it separates them from each other. How many of these Masajid can you point out to in the world, society and community that you personally are familiar with?!
Brothers and sisters, Muslims on As Siraat Al Mustaqeem…
The ayat that we explained in an ayah that is so timely and pertinent to the world that we live in. The difference between our time and the time of Allah’s Prophet is that during the time of Allah’s Prophet these munafiqeen and their connections all the way up to the super powers of those days could not get away with this scheme and with their behind the scenes plans to undermine the Islamic pulse and the Islamic movements at that time. Today, though, they pre-dominate and they occupy these Masajid because they know that there’s no one who is going to come and say these Masajid are under occupation. Isn’t it quite accurate to say that most of the Masajid that we are speaking about have at least a trace of the four descriptions in this ayah- Masajid diraar i.e. Masajid that were meant to harm, Masajid kufr, (brothers and sisters, we know this is an unusual combination of words; not many of you listened to them, but this is the combination of words that comes from Allah’s Holy writ i.e. don’t many of these Masajid that we have around, at least in a passive way promote kufr? Masajid tafreeq bayna al mu’mineen i.e. don’t most of the Masajid and Centers we have around act as places and centers to divide the Muslims? Look closely at the Masajid and Centers that that you personally know- are they a magnate for all the Muslims or if someone doesn’t fit in he doesn’t belong?! It’s almost a universal fact that not many of you are willing to face in your heart and mind. We know- sometimes the truth hurts, but if we’re not going to express the truth who’s going to express it?! If you don’t listen to the truth on Fridays at Jum’ah from the Mimbars, then where are you going to hear it? Masajid irsaad liman haarab Allah wa Rasul min qabl i.e. these Masajid have become an observation point or centers for those who are at war with Allah and His Prophet aforetime. Meaning these places have individuals in them who write reports; they come to these Masajid and they write reports on who are the sincere Muslims. Where is this done? Inside- from the administration of these Masajid and they report these things to their superiors who report to their superiors. Most of these Masajid have governments who they consider their superiors and these governments report back here, (in Washington DC.) Just like we had Byzantium in the time of Allah’s Prophet, right now we have a Shaytaani Buzurg or Ash Shaytaan Al Akbar, a satanic government here, (in Washington DC) and the reports come here about Muslims all around who were identified inside Masajid. Some Masajid don’t want to deal with this- they don’t want to do any reporting, so what do they do? They tell some individuals “you’re not welcome in this place”; they may say that directly or indirectly. They don’t want to get involved in that so “just stay away”. Muslims around Allah’s Prophet now have to keep themselves, their minds, their speaking and communication capabilities with other Muslims outside of these Masjid! Allah is expanding our thoughts and trying to give us insight into what is happening inside our Masajid and many of us prefer to look the other way and make believe none of this is happening. Brothers and sisters- look; because all this is happening just in the course of these past years in our lives, in Iraq 6,000,000 are displaced, 4,000,000 children are hungry, 4,000,000 others are injured in this war that was made possible by having these Masajid in the control of imperialism and zionism. This is all in the past 5 years only, we’re not speaking prior to that- 1,000,000 people have been killed and still we have people and administrations in all of these Masajid who cannot speak their Islamic minds, express their Islamic conscience and who cannot translate their Islamic hearts to the public! Dare any Muslim do so and he might find himself in the street, (as we have been in the past 25 years- as a la’nah upon those who are participants and accessories to the curtailing of our minds and conscience).
