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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhamdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose intentions become the will of Allah....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6

 HYPERLINK "http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=7"  (7-23-2004)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 27
FIQHI DIVISIONS
From time to time, human nature may not have the endurance to keep up with the higher responsibilities that are ours, so we take a step of relief and look at other issues that are presented to us by Allah and His infallible Prophet (may Allahs peace and blessings be His for eternity). To break from the continuing discourse on Jihad and Qital, subjects that are central and crucial in the times that we find ourselves in- just as a matter of relative relief, we'll try to approach another less demanding one. Brothers and sisters, Allah says to us

And do not be like those who were divided and acrimonious among themselves after having received clear evidence from Allah, it is they who will have to endure a most significant suffering, penalty or torment. On a day when there will be enlightened faces and on a day when there will be darkened faces. (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 105-106)

The general meaning of this ayah is obvious to the average person. Allah is telling us "Don't be separated from each other and disagreeable with each other after you have received Al-Bayyinaat, Allahs clear, evident and unmistakable words, ayaat and communication." What is not noticed by the average person is that indirectly, this ayah sanctions or has us understand why human beings are divided when they don't have Allahs Bayyinaat- meaning that if you have a crowd, a company or a conglomerate of people who lack Allahs guidance and they are disunited among themselves- that is understandable, but what is not understandable is if we have Allahs Qur'an, His ayaat, and His meanings and then we display disunity, disagreements and divisions. That is not understandable. (This is the question that should live with you at least a week- that's not asking very much; just think about this whole affair or scenario for a week), why is it that after people receive word, information, guidance, teachings and instructions from Allah that they show themselves as being disunited, incapable of coming together and unable to understand their own selves?  You would think that if Allah is giving us this vital information that will improve our lives, we should be coming together. It is the lack of communication with Allah that characterizes many of us, that makes us cling to a proportion of this information from Allah and then through other mediums, it's not that many of us feel a comfortable one-on-one relationship with Allah. This (comfortable one-on-one relationship with Allah) is what is required.
We are closer to you than the most crucial vein that you have in your body. (Surah Al-Qaf verse 16)

And, if My servants ask you about me, I am near them. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 186)

If we feel that Allah is near us and that we are next to Allah, then this feeling itself will not generate division. But, the information that Allah has given us in the form of the Qur'an, His ever-lasting words, may cause some of us to understand Him sincerely in a manner that is different from others of us who also understand Him sincerely. This difference is not grounds for division. The words of the Qur'an that we repeat are supposed to settle into your best understanding and be processed by the gift that Allah has given us, ie. our ability to think and to reason. Allah has acknowledged that we have different capacities of understanding or thinking about Him. It's just in the way that Allah determined us to live and be. 

If Allah wanted, He would have willed it that all people would have been one Ummah (Surah Hud verse 118)

But, it is within our human nature that we disagree, but it should not be within our human nature that after we are close to Allah that this disagreement becomes a matter of division. Let's take examples from the Prophets life. How is this demonstrated in the real life of Allahs Prophet? Allah had His Prophet as the person who didn't make mistakes concerning Al-Kitaab, Al-Hikmah, Al-Mizaan, Al-Wahy, Al-Qur'an, Adh-Dhikr. After one of the battles that the Muslims had, The Prophet told them "No-one should pray Al-Asr except at Bani Quraydah or after reaching Bani Quraydah"- everyone was listening, just as you would be listening- Banu Quraydah was the last surviving yahudi neighborhood in Al-Medinah and Banu Quraydah was involved in this grand alliance against the Muslims. There was Al-Ahzaab and Al-Khandaq, in which all of Arabia put up a final assault with their "coalition of the willing" against Allahs Prophet and the Islamic state in Al-Medinah and Bani Quraydah, the last remaining yahudi enclave in Al-Medinah was part of the anti-Islamic forces. When the Mushriks, the hostile powers that besieged Al-Medinah realized that they are not able to defeat the Muslims, they began to break up, break away and go back to Makkah and where they came from. But, inside of Al-Medinah, where is yahud, Banu Quraydah going to go? They can't go anywhere. Allahs Prophet was aware of their treachery- they signed an understanding with Allahs Prophet when he arrived in Al-Medinah, that they would not help the other hostile forces around, the mushriks and the kaafirs, against Muhammed and those who are with him. But they didn't honor their word or fulfill their agreements. When the defining days came, they took the side of the Mushriks- with all the disagreements that they had among them. They were not of one mind. Al-Yahud- Banu Quraydah were not of one mind on this- as usual, they want to be on all sides at the same time, so whoever comes out winning, they are with that side also- but at this defining moment, they had to make up their mind. Allah brought them to a defining moment in their history where they no longer could be on all sides at the same time. So, they decided that they wanted to be with the Mushriks. But now, the Mushriks were gone and they stood exposed for everyone to see. Imagine what is in the hearts and minds of the struggling, bleeding and sacrificing Muslims who were there? Then, in these circumstances, Allahs Prophet says "No-one should pray Al-Asr except at Bani Quraydah or after reaching Bani Quraydah". Banu Quraydah were not in down-town Medinah as it were. They were in something like a suburb of Al-Medinah. This is the nature of people who separate themselves from the rest of the people. They had their own enclave. The Muslims who were in Medinah had to go there because they were at a distance from Al-Medinah- 5 or 10 or 15 minutes or even half-an-hour, whatever it is- to get there. The Prophet of Allah said and everyone heard him- no-one disputed a word in this sentence- "No-one should pray Al-Asr except at Bani Quraydah or after reaching Bani Quraydah". So, everyone went on there way to re-join and meet altogether in that suburb of Al-Medinah, called Bani Quraydah, where the concentration of these yahudis were. When they reached that place- they all knew they had to go there and they all knew that they had to make haste or get there quickly. Time was running out- that's why Allahs Prophet said "None of you should pray Al-Asr except at Bani Quraydah" Some Muslims didn't pray Al-Asr until they arrived in the pre-dominant yahudi area of Al-Medinah. Others prayed on their way. They didn't wait until they arrived there to pray. When everyone was there, those who didn't pray thought that everyone was going to come and pray. The Adhaan and the Iqamah was said and it turned out that some people had already prayed- they didn't pray Al-Asr with them because they prayed on their way. What does this say to you? Imagine this happening in this world- someone listening to this hadith from Allahs Prophet or from an Islamic commander, head of state, emir, khalifah, imam- call him whatever you want?! Some of us would turn around and begin to accuse others either of ignorance, disobeying an order or of some other issue that will put tension and friction among us. When this happened, how did Allahs Prophet comment on it? Those who already prayed- why did they already pray? Why didn't they wait until they reached Bani Quraydah and pray there? Because they understood Allahs Prophet, not for the literal sentence that he verbalized, but for its intent and purpose- meaning, make haste or go as fast as you can to Bani Quraydah. So, for that reason, fearing that going as fast as they can, they will not be able to make it in time for Al-Asr, they prayed on their way there. The others understood Allahs Prophet very literally, ie. in addition to making haste, we should also pray Al-Asr at Bani Quraydah. When Allahs Prophet understood and saw what had happened, he said "both of you were right" (in effect, that's what he said). He didn't say someone was wrong and there always had to be someone who's absolutely wrong and someone who's absolutely right on issues like this. We're not talking about an issue of kufr and imaan- this has nothing to do with kufr and imaan or shirk and dhulm. This only has to do with a committed Muslims better understanding and better judgment of what he or she hears. So, when he understood that they did this in good faith, he approved of both behaviors.
 

On another instance, Muslims could not find water for wudhu. This was in the time of Allahs Prophet. They were on a journey and they couldn't find water and time was running out, so they said "we'll make tayammum". So they all made their tayammum. 
And, if the time of As-Salaah approaches and you don't find any water for your wudhu, then you take to the surface of the earth (Surah An-Nisa verse 43)
This is an ayah that's mentioned in the Qur'an. Everyone reads it and understands what it says. You pound your hands and you pass them over the surface of your face and your hands- and arms (according to others)- and that substitutes for al-wudhu. So they did that and they prayed. After that, they prayed and they moved on. After they moved on, after a distance and a while, they found water. So what happened here? What do you do? When they found that water, some of them renewed their wudhu and they prayed the same prayer all over again. Others didn't do that. This whole issue was brought to the attention of Rasulillah and what did he say? Did he say that someone was more correct than the other? No! He didn't say that. For those who prayed only after making tayammum and did not pray again, he said to them "Your salaah after tayammum sufficed you. It is well and fine and acceptable- nothing wrong with that." For those who prayed again, he said to them "Nurun ala Nur." Both of these are statements of approval. Why? Because these people were trying to understand what they are supposed to do in issues that have nothing to do with shirk and kufr. These are internal Islamic issues in which we have the latitude to see differently after we employ our sincerity and after we do this with our best intentions and our best understanding. Allah and His Prophet knew, after this, there's going to be some who do this one way and others who do this another way. This should be equally acceptable to all of us. This is not an issue of division and acrimonious arguments. 

Just to take one example, there are a numerous ayaat in the Qur'an that tolerate different understandings, not a contradictory understanding but a variation of interpretations. One of them is the issue of, aw lamastumun nisaa, in Surah An-Nisaa, that says we have to clean ourselves if both sexes touch each other. What does that mean? Some people said "It's a physical touch, it's as simple as that." Others said "No. There has to be feelings that are generated by that." Both of these are understandable and should not be a matter of division among ourselves. That is why individuals, just like you and me, who have a fervent, intimate and involved understanding of Allah see these as a fertilization of our condition. These are necessary. Imagine if all of us only have one opinion about everything in life! How dull this life would be. But, life becomes more stimulating and more understandable if we begin to tolerate these types of ijtihaadaat or interpretations. 
We leave the time of Allahs Prophet and we go into the 1st couple of generations after him who still had some type of breeze from the wave that began with this relationship with Allah and His Prophet and we look at the ijtihaad in as far as we pray. As-Salaah, prayer itself, is supposed to be the lesser area in which there are opinions. Opinions begin to increase when it comes to the changing dynamics of the environment and human condition- the increase in population, the advance in technology- in these areas we have as number of competing opinions that are referenced in the Qur'an and the Prophet, but when it comes to As-Salaah, this has nothing to do with human nature, here's where differences should be to a minimum, but we find that a mujtahid, a faqhih, an imam, who would come forward and say "when you are praying and there is an imam who is leading the prayer, it is haraam to read the fatiha behind him"; and another equal person of equal knowledge comes and says "No!- it is wajib to read the Fatiha behind him." To a mind that is disconnected from Allah, this seems conflicting and contradictory, but if it is said and done with all the good intention, purpose, understanding and interpretation that it is the variety that Allah refers us to in the way that he has fashioned our human relationships. Because of this understanding that even when these men of knowledge gave their scholarly interpretation and opinion, what did they say? We wish all of us had this approach and just understood these issues at this level- "when you are convinced of a certain thing because it is the best understanding that your mind offers you, you say, my opinion is true, but it is vulnerable to being mistake; and the others who have another opinion, their opinion is false but it is vulnerable to being the truth." This makes for consolidation and unity among ourselves. 

Don't be of the mushrikin, those who have divided their deen (Surah Ar-Rum verse 31-32) 
See- when Allah refers to division, he refers to it on the level of those who are guilty of shirk. These issues that we have been talking about previously are not a matter of dividing the deen, they are a matter of fertilizing this deen. It is the problem of individual Muslims who are at a distance from Allah who cannot see this issue at this level. 
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

It is not enough to think of what Allah is telling us. It becomes enough when what He is telling us gives us the confidence to hold hands with those who disagree with us, having the same basis, intentions and objectives that we have. We will take a brief example. Allah says

Follow, obey or have allegiance to that which has come to you from your Sustainer and do not follow, obey or have allegiance to those who are Awliya' besides Him (Surah Al-A'raf verse 3)
Brothers and sisters- how many of us have given this ayah a thought? Allah is speaking about a matter of obedience and allegiance. In this manner, we become dependants upon this source of information that has come to us from our Sustainer. But, Allah says
Don't follow, obey or have allegiance to those who are Awliya' besides Him (Surah Al-A'raf verse 3)

What does awliyaa' mean here? How we have become a failure when some of us say that this word means friends, companions or masters. The word itself gains its definition from the ayah it is embedded in. Allah is speaking about a matter of obedience and allegiance. In todays world, who are those who extract from us matters of obedience and allegiance? What do we call them? The secular world!? Those who have Farraqu deenahum?! You see, this is what secularism is. 
Don't be of the mushrikin (Surah Ar-Rum verse 30-31) 
What do they do? They separate the affairs of deen. They say "something is religion and something else is state." This is an accurate definition of the mushriks. But, who's going to make the mental leap today and say "the secular world is a Mushrik world?; the secular officials are Mushriks?; the secular decision makers are Mushriks?" These are the awliyaa' that are competing with Allah. When this type of mind is not at work, the mind retreats into petty, individual and personal issues to make them issues of division. So, it is not enough to read only what Allah is saying and it is not enough to understand only what 
Allah is saying, this understanding has to generate the practical implications and the confidence that comes with being besides Allah, in the company of Allah and alongside Allah- that is what is required.
