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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters...
 
 Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/apps/videos/ (04-12-2004)
THE KUFR OF THE SAUDI REGIME-PART 5 (Q & A)
A (cont.)- The other part has to do with… you used the word “unelected Imam.” Let me tell you, I don’t know where you get your information from?! (During) the last weekend in November it was the last Friday in November 1981 there was a congregational election at the Islamic Center in Washington DC; for the 1st time in the history of the Muslims of the greater Washington DC area we actually had an election to elect the administration of the Masjid- that's in conformity with the concept of bai’ah and shura. This did not go down very well with some of the Ambassadors, first-and-foremost with the Ambassador of Saudi Arabia, which I have to mention at the time was in transition. Faisal Al Jailaan had just left his Ambassadorship and Bandar had just come in. From the best knowledge that we have, Bandar has assumed the culpability for all of this affair. After this elected body of people, (i.e. ten individuals were elected to administer the affairs of the Islamic Center), (and) after about a year and four months- it was March 5th 1983, Saturday, between 0430 and 0500 in the morning- all types of security forces come and dislodge the elected administration from the Islamic Center. You should have seen Massachusetts Avenue, that’s Embassy Road, it was blocked in both directions, there was security forces- between 150 and 200- a person looking at this scene will think there is some type of explosion or existential threat in the area. The whole thing was that they wanted to take us to jail and they wanted to close this Islamic Center. To make a long story short, (there is a lot of details to all of this), the Islamic Center after experiencing its 1st election experienced its first coup de tat. They came in by force, took over the Islamic Center and the elected Muslims were left out there in the street. We remain out there in the street performing our Friday congregational prayer every Friday on Embassy Road, (nowadays), between 1300 and 1430 and we’ve been doing this for the past 22 years. There have been many attempts and reconciliation years by objective/neutral Muslims who want to put an end to this who say “this is embarrassing (because) you have a congregational prayer in the street, (here we are 30/40 people out in the street and they have about 300 to 400 people inside the Mosque every Friday.) This has been going on for so long let’s try and put some type of end to this.” To skip over a lot of these details, 3-and-a-half years ago a common friend knows me and knows the Head of the Religious Section, (at that time), in the Saudi Arabian Embassy, Majid Ash Shayyaan, said “lets come and talk this thing out.” We said “fine.” We have always been open hearted and open minded about this; they always been obstinate and stubborn about it- we’ve never been. He said “let’s go.” I said “sure, ok- lets go.” Me and this common friend, (who knows me and them), went there and he said “look Mr Ash Shayyaan, we feel sorry; sometimes they have sisters and children out in the street and this doesn’t really look good. We want to rent an apartment for you…” (I’m telling you exactly what he said) “…we want to rent an apartment for you; you can take your congregational prayer into that apartment and perform it there.” I said “Oh my God, is this for real!” I turned to my friend and said “is this for real!” Then, the common friend said “look we all know brother Muhammad;  Actually before I met him or got to know him I thought he was this weird radical, this fire in the belly extremist- but no; after getting to know him he’s a very normal average person. If we can’t communicate or reach an understanding with him then I don’t know what we can do.” So Mr Sayyaan turns to me and says “what do you want?” I said “look, this is not a matter of what I want or anything; this is just a matter of behaving like normal human beings. This is an Islamic Center, it is a Mosque and we are Muslims I think we have the right just like any other Muslim in the world to go into this Mosque perform our prayers and be in contact with the rest of the Muslims- to be the average normal people.” He said “No! You’re not permitted to go inside that Mosque.” I said “is there any Qur’anic or Prophetic basis for what you are saying?” He said “I don’t want to discuss it.” Then, the friend/intercessor tries to lighten up the atmosphere; he said “look, there has to be something that is fair to everyone here. You must be able to do something about this?!” He said “Yes. The bottom line is this…” He looked at me “…if you want to go into the Islamic Center on Fridays…” (Listen to this) “… we will permit you to go into the Center pray the Friday prayers with the rest of the congregation, but when the Friday prayers are over you have to leave immediately; no one can talk to you; you can’t talk to anyone.” I said “What?! Where did this come from?! If this is something Qur’anic or in the Sunnah, I will except it.” He said “that’s as far as I can go. I don’t want to discuss it beyond this.” This was about three-and-a-half years ago- it was the last and the most serious attempt at reconciling this act of interference by the Saudi Arabian government into the internal affairs of Muslims in this country. By the way, they’re even getting away with breaking the laws in this country. The laws of the United States say “there’s separation between church and state.” You might agree/disagree with that. I obviously disagree with that, but this is the law of this land- we live in this land, we have to honor this law; you may theoretically disagree with it, but practically this is the law and you can’t break the law of this land. In this case Saudi Arabia is breaking the law of this land. They have diplomat who is in charge of the Islamic Center, the person who runs the Islamic Center, Mr Khuj is listed. The State Department has a list of diplomats in the Embassies and Diplomatic Missions in Washington DC and he was enlisted at that time when he was appointed as the director of the Islamic Center as the administrative attaché of the Saudi Arabian Embassy. How can a diplomat run a Masjid? As I said this in my presentation- the nexus/over-arching/ties with the United States government and the Saudi government are so strong that they are not only violating the values and principles of Islam, but they are also breaking the laws and the constitution of the United States. I don’t want to labor this issue; we can go on and make another presentation here- it’s up to the moderator…

Q: You are right about the accusations and the reality of the royal family in the Saudi Arabian government, but the truth is that a lot of governments have corruption. I mean even Kofi Anaan’s personal actions are being questioned. They are talking about his resignation. So in a world where we can’t really regulate government do you think any other government besides the royal family can do better in regulating the affairs of the Muslims?
A: Yes, sister- I agree there is plenty of corruption in this world, especially in the diplomatic and political circles and the departments from the United Nations all the way down to the local municipality wherever you live. There’s a lot of this corruption- I won’t doubt that. Acknowledging though, does not say that this type of corruption cannot recede. I will say to you, (and this is an answer, it can’t be a lecture- but in abbreviating a lecture), that in the coming years, I think there is going to be a growing amount of people and an extending number of societies in the world that are going to be morally oriented; and I think this morality should not be subject to the manipulation of those who are in deed corrupted and occupying these offices. I think this moral character should have the confidence to assume these responsibilities, clean out these offices and do the right thing with a clean and clear conscience. This can be done. Everywhere in the world, I think the world is taking a turn towards what can be called the religious commitment and I think Muslims have a very central responsibility in all of this and this moral expansion of the Muslim character has a responsibility of assuming the control of Makkah and Al Medinah. It doesn’t belong to a nation state, a ruling family or a king. It belongs to all of the Muslims in the world. This is not to say that to begin with we are looking at taking over Najd and the Arabian Peninsula and all of this. What we are immediately concerned with is freeing and liberating Makkah and Al Medinah and with the growth of this moral Islamic character I am confident that if these Muslims assume this responsibility then at least pertaining to the relationship of 1.7 billion Muslims in the world towards these areas we will not have the static, interference and corruption that we have nowadays represented by those who rule in Arabia. 

Q: You mentioned that the Saudi government isn’t following Shari’ah Law and they don’t allow it in their personal lives and the Hajj policies. I was wondering about interior politics and if there were examples of legislation/regulation in which they do follow the Shari’ah. Secondly I was wondering what you think the US government response or attitude for a Saudi Arabia nation will be? 
A: Well, the law of the land in Saudi Arabia is the Shari’ah, but for the Shari’ah to be what it was meant to be it has to be applied to everyone- you can’t be selective and say I’m going to apply the Shari’ah to the Somalis/Pakistanis/Africans/blacks/minorities and if I’m going to catch them with a little amount of narcotics I’m going to chop of their heads in the public square; meanwhile you have a Prince who is reported to have smuggled a plane load of narcotics from Latin America to somewhere else in the world and goes inside and outside of Saudi Arabia and he is not subject to the scrutiny of the same law- it just can’t happen, but this is exactly what we have- the selective application of this Shari’ah. If you’re poor/oppressed/laborer/a minority/deemed racially/ethnically inferior then the Shari’ah applies to you, but if you are a Prince/belong to the royal family/a big wig “No- you are exempt from the application of the Shari’ah”- this is not what Shari’ah was meant to be. That’s number one. These brothers are familiar with the hadith in which the Prophet said that there were umam/ nations that preceded you that were destroyed simply because if one of their underlings stole they would apply the law to them but if one of their nobles stole they would exempt them it. By Allah, were Fatima the daughter of Muhammed to steal, most certainly I would sever here hand- this is not applied in Saudi Arabia. If the son of Fahd or the daughter of Abdillah to commit a crime are they going to apply the Shari’ah to them?! Obviously not- so let’s not kid ourselves; there is double standard here that’s being applied in Saudi Arabia; this is not the application of the Shari’ah. One thing that comes to my mind also, in this regard, is that inside of Saudi Arabia and inside of the Islamic atmosphere there is tolerance of another person’s opinion. What’s happening in Saudi Arabia, (for at least the past several months if not the past year or two), is that there have been individuals from deep down inside Saudi society- professors at universities, very well known public figures- who are saying the following “we want to have a constitutional monarchy…” Listen to this- they’re not saying that this monarchy should go or there should be some radical change in the country, all that they’re saying is that “OK look- if you are the royal family (and) you have this tradition of ruling or being in sensitive positions in the country “OK fine, we’ll leave this royalty to you; but let us have some kind of functional constitution in the country.” Because they said something like this, I’m sure these brothers here are aware of what’s happening to these individuals in Saudi Arabia- there’re court proceedings, a few days ago some of their relatives wanted to go to the court (and) they, (relatives and friends), were arrested at the court, the legal proceeding has been given to another type of court in the country- I’m trying to skip over these day to day details in a the way  this prejudicial application of the law takes place inside Saudi Arabia. As far as what the position of the United States should be vis-à-vis Saudi Arabia- the United States has a very serious problem not only concerning Saudi Arabia, but concerning recognition of Islamic self determination in the Islamic hemisphere of the world. The United States government has not come to terms with the fact, (and they’ve had a good 20 to 25 years of threshing this thing out in their heads), that the Muslim world is now on a course of self determination and they have to begin to accept that Muslims of this world should be granted that right. When it comes to Saudi Arabia- instances, (as I said), are plenty in which American officials whether they are in the Embassy over there or in the State Department over here or any where else will tell you “we do not want Islamic self determination in Arabia because that will mean that the Islamic radicals are in and the pro-Americans are out and we don’t want that to happen.” The United States government has to come to terms with the fact that Muslims have a right to determine their political future. Short of that, the United States policy is knocking its head on the walls of ancient history in that part of the world and the United States is going to lose. It has to change this orientation and these priorities towards Muslim peoples and the people of Saudi Arabia included. Let me make it clear, because (according) to one of the questions here, it may have seemed to some of you that in this presentation or criticism of the Saudi Arabian royal family and some of their immediate circle that somehow this criticism extends to the Saudi Arabian people- that is wrong. The people in Saudi Arabia are Muslims just like the people in all other Muslim territories in the world and they have a right to determine their political future in a free and fair manner- I want that absolutely clear.

Q: First of all that you applied and were rejected a visa in 1984 and then you were rejected again in 1985 right? The pocket conference was held in 1990…
A: You’re talking about another conference. I’m talking about the pocket conference that was dealing with the settling of the Lebanese civil war.

Q: Yeah, it was signed in 1990?!
Well, I’m not concerned with the signing. I am concerned with the deliberations, preparations and the meetings that were going on. I’m telling you exactly what they told me. If Bandar was not in the pocket conference, they were lying to me- I’m telling you what they were telling me. 

Q: Ok- just one more comment. There is a Prince in Saudi Arabia that broke the law a while ago and he was put into death row and he was to be sentenced in two days until the family of the guy came and pardoned him- how do you explain that when you said of the Princes being exempt from the laws of the land.

A: Yes- I’ve heard of that and I don’t contest it, it’s the facts, it’s the truth. I can also refer you to the beheading of one of the princess’s back in the late 1970’s who it was said had gone out with a boyfriend and committed this-that-and-the-other and according to Islamic law… So there are instances, you’re right, that’s true but these are the exceptions; these are not the norm. I’m looking at the norm.

Q: You had said earlier on that ground swell right now in Saudi Arabia among Muslims who are not happy with the way the government is running things and with their policies. I was wondering if that ground swell was from the group of people who were previously named and in collusion with the Saudi government that are now being rejected because it’s the fashionable thing to talk about or if that ground swell was just a genuine movement by the people of Saudi Arabia due to what disillusion has and standing up to reclaim their country. I want to thank you for the rational point of views that you’ve pointed forward despite your personal happenstance.
A: My understanding is that the opposition in the Islamic and otherwise non-Islamic opposition to the Saudi Arabian government in that country is not of one type, of even though the Islamic component of it is the strongest. This Islamic component itself is not made up of one strain- there are different varieties of Islamic orientations in this opposition to the Saudi government inside of Saudi Arabia. Part of this comes from those now who being disenfranchised and excluded. Let me give an example of this, (and I am sure these brothers who come from Saudi Arabia are aware of it), a simple example of this is where a couple of weeks ago during the assault on Fallujah in Iraq. There was a committee of 26 Saudi Arabian religious scholars who gave their opinion that it is an Islamic duty to participate, (I’m just paraphrasing here), in anyway possible in the protection or assistance of people in Fallujah. Then, the Saudi Arabian government, especially one of their Ambassadors in Europe came out and said “these don’t represent Saudi Arabia society, these don’t speak for the Saudi Arabian government etc. etc.” These are taken from what can be considered to be a cross-section of Saudi Arabian religious opinion who demonstrated their opposition to the official stance of their government on just this one issue, not to speak about the myriad of other issues internally concerning what is happening inside the country and externally now; because, (I mean), let’s face, the world is a shrinking world. With the satellite and the internet, this information is coming to the attention of people who would otherwise be subject to the censors of CNN, BBC, Fox news and the rest of these outlets- the information now is flowing in such a way that it makes this opposition, (like I said), a coming ground swell against the Saudi Arabian government. Please, (if anything), don’t understand that this opposition is one sided, controlled by one force or is represented by one person; it’s multi-faceted, it is a healthy hodgepodge of Islamic opposition to the Saudi Arabian government 
Q: I was wondering if you could give us a few extra sources that we could kind-of-track on a day-to-day basis concerning happenings in Saudi Arabia or the problems inside Saudi Arabia as well because I find that the US sources say nothing and I couldn’t find anything on BBC either- so if you have any recommendations for kind of just learning on what is going on there I would really appreciate it 
A: I just want to ask you a quick question- can you read Arabic? 
Q: Unfortunately not.

A: That makes the answer more difficult. Regrettably, there are not many sources in English that I can refer you to, but for beginners I would recommend aljazeera.net; the other one is called Muslimedia.com. These are the only two that I could immediately refer you to. There is a Saudi Arabian opposition office in London, England called al islah. I don’t know if they have anything in English; I know they have a lot in Arabic but its worth while maybe to Google the word al islah in London England and see if you can come up with some English format that they may have.
