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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’sharal Mu’minun; Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.inminds.co.uk 
IRAN- A NATION REBORN-PART 2
	(CONTINUED FROM PART 1)

Then, we visited the Iraqi prisoners-of-war. As you know when this war started- Iraq attacked Iran. The whole country was in turmoil. Iraq felt that the Jews did it to the Arabs in 6 days, then they will do it to the Iranians in 3 days and the whole world thought that in one week’s time, Iran would crumble to pieces. Do you know how long it has been now? It's been a-year-and-a-half, and even more. In the beginning, there were 20:1 odds against them in men and materials and the Iranians turned the tables and brought the odds to 3:1, still against them and they were able to push them back. They re-captured all their land and a hill that was named Allahu Akbar. Before I went to Iran, Kalim Siddiqui from the UK jokingly remarked that "you guys have half a chance of becoming martyrs (shahid)." It was a joke and it nearly became true. While we were coming out of a city on the war front, there was a field of tanks and our young men came out of the buses and started to climb onto the tanks taking pictures to show people back home. Then, one of the tanks in the courtyard came out for a training demonstration on how it works and suddenly we hear gunfire and in the distance we saw smoke coming from a few places. Some of our young men got scared and started hiding behind bushes. It turns out that we were under attack from the Iraqis; there were bombs exploding all around us and Allah saved us. I remember Kaleem had said “there was half-a-chance that we would become martyrs,”- well it almost became a full chance.
We visited those wounded in the war and no one was complaining about what had happened to them. One man had his leg amputated, and there were no tears, I never saw a single tear from anyone, and they were asking if it was possible to go back to the front. Their regrets were not about their injuries but why they can't go back to the front to fight and become shahid, this is the ambition of each and every Muslim there. When we visited the prisoners of war- the Iranians had captured 7,000 prisoners of war and they looked healthy, well clothed, well fed. One of my friends was interested in finding out what the Iraqi prisoners felt about their condition 1st hand. Anyone he asked said that they were being looked after very well. Then I had an idea- some were here for over a year and others for a few months and I was wondering “how many people had committed suicide?” I asked each group of the prisoners of war “how many people committed suicide?” They said not one. I then asked the next group and so on. Not one single person committed suicide amongst the 7,800 prisoners of war. If we look at our so called civilized Western country of South Africa, 46 people committed suicide in our prisons this year alone- they are well fed, well clothed, have their own cells and 46 committed suicide so far. If people are not well treated some are going to want to find an easy way out but there was not one single person who committed suicide amongst the 7,800 prisoners of war.  

We went to visit the Imam, Ayatollah Ruhollah Musawi Khomeini. There were about 40 of us who waited for the Imam and the Imam came in and was about 10 meters away from where I was, and I saw the Imam. He delivered the lecture to us for about half-an-hour, and it was nothing but the Qur’an- the man is like a computerized Qur’an. The electric effect he had on everybody- his charisma- was amazing . You just look at the man and tears come down your cheek; you get tears. I never saw a more handsome old man in my life, no picture, no video, no TV could do justice to this man, the handsomest old man I ever saw in my life was this man. There is something unique to his name, too. 1st, he is called Imam Khomeini. The word Imam is to us a every cheap word. Whenever we go somewhere “we ask who is the Imam of the Masjid here?” To the Shi’a, there is only one Imam in the world and he is the “Twelfth Imam”. They believe in the concept of Imamate and that the Imam is the spiritual leader of the Ummah. The 1st Imam according to the school of Imamate is Hazrat Ali (radi Allahu anhu). Then comes Imam Hassan (radi Allahu anhu), who is the 2nd Imam, Imam Hussein (radi Allahu anhu)- the 3rd Imam all the way until the 12th Imam- Imam Mohammad- who disappeared at the age of 5 and they are expecting his return. They use the term "occultation" something like a spiritual hibernation like the Ashaab Al-Kahf. He is expected to come back and he is the only one in the world who can be called Imam. Most of their scholars are called Mullah, and Ayatollah means Allamah. Ayatollah Khomeini is called Imam out of respect, but they are waiting for the real Imam to come. Ruhollah is the name his father gave him. Do you know what it means? Ruhollah means the 'word of God' and this is the title of Hazrat Isa (alaih salaam) in the Qur’an. Then, he is Ayatollah which is another title of Hazrat Isa in the Qur’an. Al-Musawi is from the family Musa. From the city of Khomein which is where his last name Khomeini comes from… But they are waiting for the Mahdi, and not Khomeini. They want to clean the stables and make preparations for the Mahdi to come. In the Sunni world, we are also waiting for the Mahdi to come but we want him to clean the stables for us, make us masters of the world and to make us sit on the thrones. The Sunni world is just passively waiting. Until then we can carry on with all our petty little squabbles- whatever we are carrying on now. It is only the Imam Mahdi which can clean the world for us. This is the Sunni line of thinking. Khomeini on the other hand tells his followers that we must help prepare the way so that when he does come everything is already set up for him to act on. While we, the Sunni world are waiting for Imam Mahdi to pull the chestnut out of the fire for us, the Shias are preparing the world for his arrival.  
You know- there were many people with us from all over the world. I found types and types and types of sick people- a mental sickness that is. I came across an Aalim from Pakistan- Maulana Sahib- and he thought that there was something wrong with our Shia brothers. You see, in Iran, when someone is lecturing and the name Khomeini is mentioned people stop and everyone says durood on the Prophet three times. But when the name Mohammad is mentioned, they send durood once. This Aalim from Pakistan says “look at these people- just look at them. What kind of Muslims are these people? When the name Mohammad is mentioned they send durood on the Prophet once but when the name Khomeini is mentioned, they send durood on KHOMEINI three times.” I said, “What do they say in this so called 'durood on Khomeini?” He said “Peace be upon Mohammad and the family of Mohammad.” I said “Who is Mohammad? Khomeini? Who named Khomeini as Mohammad? Their durood is on Prophet Mohammad and you say it is on Khomeini.” You know, it's a sickness. There are many learned men but their minds are so prejudiced; they are just looking for faults.
Another example is that the Shia brothers, when they make salaat, they have a piece of clay, turbah that they do sajdah on. He says “see what they are doing here. This is shirk. They are worshipping a piece of clay.” I said “why don't you ask them why they place their foreheads on a piece of clay and learn the logic behind this?” You see, the 1st time I experienced this was in Washington DC. The Iranian students there had invited me to give a lecture there at the university where they were studying in America. At that time, it was time for Isha’ and we made salaat. Everyone was given a piece of clay. I at the time thought it was so funny, so I put it aside and I made my salaat with the Iranian students. After salaat, I wanted to know about this and I asked them “why do you carry this clay tablet everywhere you go in your pocket?” They said “we are supposed to do sujood on Allah's earth with our foreheads touching the earth. We say subhana Rabbi Al-Aa’la three times with our foreheads touching the earth.” So the Shia want to actually touch the earth with their foreheads and not a manmade carpet. They want to be true to the expression of praying with the forehead actually touching Allah's earth. You see they don't worship the clay tablet as many wrongly think. This is always something that we, Sunni, are always making fun of and mock the Shia, but on my way out from Tehran across the plane in the aisle were two Shias and when prayer time came one of them took his clay tablet out of his pocket and, Allahu Akbar, performed salaat right there on the plane in his seat. When he finished, he gave this to his neighbor and he performed salaat. This may seem like a joke to us. Isn't it? There were dozens of Sunnis on the plane and out of those dozens of Sunnis only one young man did the salaat, and I tell you, that young man wasn't me- but we are laughing at the other guy. He is sitting there and doing something better than we are and we make fun of them and sit in judgment. He may not as polished and refined as we are in South Africa… You know, we Muslims in South Africa are very polished and refined in our salaat. The Arabs are no match for us; the Iranians are no match for us, the Americans- Bilalians, the Negroes- are no match to us. With the Arabs, you are bowing down in ruku and the guy next to you pushes you aside to make space. Who knows brothers, maybe it is valid, we don't know?! You know, between the four Sunni madhabs- Hanafi, Hanbali, Maliki and Shafee’- there are over 200 differences in salaat alone?! Did you know that? 200! But we take it for granted. The Shafee’ says Aamin loudly and we say it silently; they say Bismillah loudly, we say it silently and there is there is no problem. As a child, my father would repeat the famous formula that he in turn learned from his father “all the madhabs are equally valid and the truth for them is in the hadith and the Qur’an.”- so we accept it. When it comes to the Shafee’, Hanbali, Hanafi and Maliki, we are tolerant but when it comes to the Shia, you see- he is not in the formula that we are taught as a child, so whatever little idiosyncrasies there exists between us and them, we cant tolerate and reject. We say that he is out because we are programmed to believe in only the four. But we accept the idiosyncrasies between the four. I say “Why can’t you accept the Shia brothers as a 5th madhab?” The astonishing thing is that he is telling you that he wants to be one with you. He is not talking about being Shia. He is shouting “there is no Sunni nor Shia; there is one thing, Islam”; but we say to them “no you are different, you are Shia.” This attitude is a sickness of the devil. He wants to divide us. Can you imagine- we, Sunnis are 90% of the Muslim world and the 10% who are Shias want to be partners and brothers with you in faith and the 90% are terrified. I can’t understand “why should you, the 90%, be so terrified? They should be the ones terrified. If you just knew the feelings that they have for you. During Jum’ah prayers in Iran, there are a million people. You should see the way they look at you when you pass by. They recognize that you are a foreigner and tears start rolling down their cheeks. This is the feeling that they have for you, but you say “No, you want to keep them out”- afraid that they will absolve you. You can only be absolved if there is something better than what you have. I don't know- maybe some of you think I am a Shia- but I'm still with you all here. What is all this Shia-Sunni tensions? It is all politics. These antagonisms we have are all politics now. If a Sunni brother somewhere does something wrong you say “Oh- the individual is not being very Islamic, he is a kafir, but if a Shia does something wrong you want to condemn the whole Shia community, the whole nation of millions, and say they are all rubbish just because one Shia’s actions are not very Islamic. At the same time, we look the other way- if one of your relatives does something serious, because he is your father or uncle. One group of Sunnis says to another “you are not a Muslim”; another group of Sunnis says “you are not a Muslim, you are a kafir”- look, that's among us, and we fight among ourselves. And some of us do funny things. I met one brother who told me “when you go to Newcastle, go visit Mr. so-and-so and Insha’Allah everything will be taken care of for you.” So, I went to the man and exactly as I was told he took me home for lunch and when I'm sitting at the table I see on the wall “buraq”(you know what a “buraq” is? A donkey-like animal) with the face of a woman. It’s supposed to provide electrical force. I told him this is not right. Allah created electrical force, you can not create it with a statue of a donkey with a woman's face. “Oh” and he was so upset. But he's a Sunni- he was a brother and is still my brother. This Sunni-Shia tensions is the work of the devil to divide us.
Let me say something about Iran. What I found was that everything is Islamically oriented. The whole nation is geared towards Islam. They are talking about nothing but the Qur’an. I have never had a single experience with an Iranian when the man contradicted me when I'm talking about the Qur’an, whereas our Arab brethren- again and again you quote them the Qur’an and they try to contradict you with the Qur’an. They are Arabs are supposed to know the Qur’an better than us, but the Iranians seem to be on the wavelength of the Qur’an. Everything he is doing everything he is thinking about is the Qur’an. You remember Tabas- when the American people wanted to free the hostages. The mightiest most technologically advanced nation on earth- a nation that can land a man on the moon and bring him back; a nation which tells you which part of the moon they will land them on and bring them back; they send Mars and Jupiter probes; a nation that warned Pakistan about the tidal wave tragedy and they didn't heed the warning; they warned the Israelis in 1973 that the Arabs were on the move- they didn't heed the warning- that nation couldn't land in Iran. Imagine they went there with their helicopters and crashed them selves and got themselves killed. Imagine. A nation that lands on the moon and comes back can’t land in Iran. The Iranian people were not in any position to do anything to them. The Americans could have gone and done what they wanted to do. I went and saw the American Embassy. You think that it’s just a big building, but (man), it’s acres and acres- right in the center of Tehran. They could have easily gone in and gotten these people out, even if they lost a few men. They could have achieved their goals. It was very well planned. But you know what happened? Fiasco, retreat, failure. Imam Khomeini is told what has happened. He doesn't say SubhanAllah, he doesn't say Alhamdulillah, you know what he said? He quotes the Qur’an 
Have you not considered how your Lord dealt with the companions of the elephant? (Surah Al Fil verse 1)

These are the words that came out of him. I tell you, he is a Qur’anic computer. (Do) you know what they call those huge helicopters? Jumbo helicopters and those big planes are called jumbo planes. Do you know what jumbo means in Kiswahili- Elephant. It's a Kiswahili word. That's where they got the name. These elephant sized helicopters go and the Imam says
Have you not considered how your Lord dealt with the possessors of the elephant? Did He not cause their war to end in confusion (Surah Al-Fil verse 1-2)
But we are so skeptical- the Muslim world has become so skeptical! We don't believe in the Qur’an anymore. You don't really believe in the Qur’an. For most people, it is all for entertainment; for the good spiritual feelings that you get when reciting the Holy Qur’an. But the directives that Allah gives, nobody seems to care. May Allah make these brothers of ours, the torchbearers and light of learning today to the Muslim world. Here is a nation geared to do the job. When you look at them the earnestness that is in them… A nation that is not afraid- when you look at them with the enthusiasm they have- they are not afraid to say “margbar Amrika”- “death to America”; they say “margbar shuravi”- “death to USSR.” Imagine that! And “death to Israel.” Can you imagine a nation doing that and not in the least afraid. This is not the Islamic spirit that is in us here, but the Iranians are all heart and mind. They don't say “this is an Iranian revolution” or “we are Iranians.” They are talking about Islam, an Islamic Revolution; this is not an Iranian revolution but that this is an Islamic revolution. It's a revolution for Islam and little wonder why the nations of the world can’t stomach it- it’s because it is Islam that they can’t stomach. 
My dear brothers and sisters I have taken so much of your valuable time already. And with these words I take leave of you to sit down and to take your Questions.


This speech was by Sheikh Ahmad Deedat, a world renowned scholar from South Africa, following his trip to the Islamic Republic of Iran on 3 March, 1982.   
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