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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (08-12-2008)
HAJJ- LEST WE FORGET TILL THE NEXT SEASON
The institution of the Hajj as it is supposed to be is no loner what it is. Even the original meaning of this Hajj has been in the Muslim mind obliterated. We say this- (we don’t feel comfortable saying it, but the facts have to be stated, as uneasy as they may sit in our minds and hearts. We are going to have to reconstitute and put together again what it means to have a Makkah, a Qiblah, a Hajj and an Umrah- all of these meanings have been assaulted in the course of time by those who have stolen power and as a consequence have stolen Makkah and the Hajj and rendered it an exercise in futile rituals that cannot even motivate a common will to come to the support of those who are supposed to be brethren in faith- sharing the same Hajj, Haram and occasion. We will begin by trying to root the meaning of Makkah and the Hajj from scratch. Obviously, we cannot reconstruct this whole institution in one khutbah, especially when the time is shorter than it usually is and the weather is a little colder than it usually is. 

We know that Makkah was founded by Ibrahim (alaihi salaam). But how did this happen? This is the information that does not go into the Muslim shared mind. The ayaat in Surah As Saffaat outline for us how this whole meaning of Hajj was planted in humanity. Before Ibrahim founded his way to that one particular area in the world, what was the background, motivation that led to Makkah? The words of Allah in Surah As Saffaat fill us in on these if only we could resonate with these meanings! Ibrahim lived in a land that is now Iraq- the same land that the world is witnessing a war in- that is where the Hajj originated. The people, society, power structure and leaders in this Ibrahimi area of the world in Iraq were fed up with him, (unlike today’s Muslims whose Imaan does not even attempt to disturb the minds of the status quo), Ibrahim was so sincere to Allah that he disturbed the minds of those who were in-charge of the status quo; so, when they were fed up with him and had enough of him, 

They said “let us now build a structure for Ibrahim” and throw him into this structure of burning fire... (Surah As Saffaat verse 97)

Remember- brothers and sisters- this is what led to the building of Makkah. These opponents and enemies of Ibrahim wanted to build a structure to incinerate Allah’s Prophet

… they wanted to plot and plan a conspiracy of sorts against Ibrahim and Allah says we rendered these plotters and planners to be the losers. We made them the inferior party. (Surah As Saffaat verse 98)

As this real life scenario unfolded- there were real enemies, (his own people, nationality, ethnic group, folks), were the ones who wanted to destroy him to death! What happens after this clash of wills?

He said “I am setting out on a course to my Sustainer fore he will guide me or I am going to my Lord who will show me the way.” (Surah As Saffaat verse 99)

This is the backdrop to Makkah- persecution and attempted murder of Ibrahim. He says

He said “I’m going somewhere where Allah will shed light on this issue. My Sustainer, grant me of the virtuous or do-gooders.”  (Surah As Saffaat verse 99)

Brothers and sisters- sometimes our minds race ahead, but we have to take a moment with Ibrahim here because not only is he leaving a land, he is also leaving his social self; these are his people, his blood and society and this is where he was born, brought up and raised; this is his own family- he is leaving all of that. (If) you want to put it in today’s words, he’s leaving his ethnicity, nationalism, race and whatever social years were in his past- he’s parting with all of that, and when he fears that he’s doing all of that, he knows he’s going on a course of becoming a stranger in the world, and at that moment he says 

My Sustainer, grant/give/provide me with those who are virtuous.  (Surah As Saffaat verse 100)

As Saliheen- this is a description that does not know the divisions or racism, nationalism and tribalism. That’s what he was looking for! The quality of people. The details of the journey of Ibrahim from that land in Iraq, (that today is occupied by these ferocious forces), and the journey that took him to other places, territories and lands in the course of this lesson is bypassed and we come to a moment in Ibrahims life when Allah responds to his loneliness in this world and says

We gave him the good news of a birth of a lad who is genuine in his honesty, gracious in his manners, tolerant where intolerance is the impulse of human nature.  (Surah As Saffaat verse 101)

After almost a lifetime of having no children, Allah gave the lonely Ibrahim in this world Isma’eel  (alaihi salaam). Also, a time period in Ibrahim and Isma’eels life lapses without any details and Allah brings us to a moment in their lives when He says

When this lad, Isma’eel, reached the age of sharing the effort of livelihood in life with his father… (Surah As Saffaat verse 102)

Which means Isma’eel is old enough to assume the responsibilities of a livelihood, which is probably in his teens, i.e. at that time when Isma’eel is becoming the budding/blossoming son to his lonely father in the world, the father says to his son… You see, because the political facts are separated from the religious history that we have, here is where the mind is foggy and it shouldn’t be, because the facts are presented to us. When this only person in the life of Ibrahim, (i.e. his own son who diluted the alienation of Ibrahim, because now he has a granted son from Allah), who can share in this grand responsibility, there comes a vision/dream to Ibrahim- the dreams of the Ambiya’/Prophets are a form of revelation; they have no false dream. 
He says to him “O my dear son, I see in my vision that I am sacrificing you.” (Surah As Saffaat verse 102)
The father’s speaking to the son- now, consider this- what do you this about this? A Prophet father speaking to a future Prophet son, and what was the response here? He said 

He said “O my dear father, do what you have been told to do, you will find me included among those who are patient.” (Surah As Saffaat verse 102)

Brothers and sisters- that was the 1st hijrah that we know of in the history of humanity. Ibrahim performed the 1st hijrah from Iraq to Makkah. Later on, the last Prophet of Allah is going to be forced to go on a hijrah from Makkah. Ibrahims hijrah was to Makkah- with that background of excluding himself from the nationalism, self-centeredness, false ways and from the tyranny of his people! Ibrahim was to leave and find solace and comfort in that area that was to become Makkah- that area where all of this is happening the facts of which should come to our minds today! Makkah should be the slaughter house of nationalism, racism, ethnicsm and tribalism if we read and understand our history. The problem is we don’t! People don’t go to Makkah realizing that this is the place where nationalism, racism, discrimination, prejudice comes to an end- that is why Ibrahim went there and that’s why Muhammed left there. The two hijrahs to and from Makkah was because of this! When Ibrahim was forced out of his people and social self, and he was given the solace and comfort of his own son joining him on this journey to Allah- now his own son has to be sacrificed and his own son tells him 

O my dear father, do as you have been told to do, you will find me patient. (Surah As Saffaat verse 102)

Right now, there’s 1,000 arguments that we, in our lapsidasical minds, can place between Ibrahim and his son, and the most significant argument is that it doesn’t make sense for a person to sacrifice his own son, (given all of these elements, background and lifelong history that we are looking at).

When both of them, father and son, yielded to Allah’s order… (Surah As Saffaat verse 103)

Remember, (this is very important to remember), that this meaning of sacrifice his son that came to Ibrahim did not come via a direct wahy. There was no direct wahy from Allah in a direct way to do this. This was an indirect way, the same way nationalism, racism or whatever division ism there is takes a grip on human soul and mind, to counter that, Allah indirectly through al manaam, i.e. this vision, (which is true in the case of the Ambiya’; it never is wrong), is telling him that this is what you are going to have to do. So, when both son and father understood what Allah is saying, (even though it seems like it doesn’t make sense), they yielded to Allah’s order. When Ibrahim placed his son in a sacrificial position, (just like when an animal is placed in the position the moment before the knife strikes the neck, Allah says 

We called upon him- O Ibrahim, you have verified that visual dream; it is such a manner that we compensate those who seek perfection. This is the true ordeal. (Surah As Saffaat verse 104-106)

Now, collecting all of these meanings together, who goes to the hajj today to say that “I am extracting my personal self from my social self?!” Does Makkah impute these meanings on those who are going on the Hajj today, in previous years and in the coming years, or are these meanings lost to us, Muslims, of today?! Yeh- some of us take off the clothes that give us our personal features and we dawn the ihram, i.e. the white garb that is peculiar to the hujjaj. That’s what some of us do, but that’s only the physical/surface meaning of the Hajj; how many of us take off our psychological social selves and are liberated there (to know) that the only world there is Allah and the presence of Allah in our own selves? How many of us reach this meaning when we are performing this Hajj, the same way Ibrahim reached this meaning when he gave up everything he had?! The only thing left to him in this world was himself; his obedience and his subject status to Allah and the words coming from Allah and he had to shed the dearest thing to him in life which had multiple, doubled and extrapolated meanings. 

And We substituted for Ibrahim the sacrificing of his son with the sacrificing of a slaughtered animal. (Surah As Saffaat verse 107)

What does the slaughtered animal mean? When we go and sacrifice these animals, how many of us understand that instead of literally sacrificing the nationalism and racism- which are not and cannot be human beings- these are meanings; but meanings turn into human beings and we cannot sacrifice a personal self that is not guilty of these meanings for the social self that is guilty from it. It cannot be done, but what can be done is to substitute that. Instead of sacrificing or being able to sacrifice that racism and nationalism that is causing much of the problems of today i.e. the ego of the social self. We come and say we are going to sacrifice this is the form of providing what is needed to people who are in need; (brothers and sisters, committed Muslims), in this context we say Allahu Akbar. Allah is greater than these emotions and attractions to nationalism and racism. But no, we are not permitted to go with these meanings to the Hajj! The Hajj itself and the control Makkah have reverted to the tyrannical, nationalist and tribal types of people who were in the time of Ibrahim in Iraq- but now, it’s a family who “owns” in many ways Makkah and Al Medinah. Makkah is supposed to be a place where you go and find refuge from nationalism and now, nationalism is occupying Makkah and it will continue to occupy Makkah as long as we are not conscious of these meanings. These occupiers of Makkah and Al Medinah continue to have a network of clergymen and Masajid in the world that every Eid every year they fail brilliantly by taking away these meanings from us so that we go to Makkah as individuals and never as a reconstructed Islamic character.    
Brother and sisters, committed Muslims…
As miserable and as rock bottom as this human condition has gone- Allah is greater than it! We recognize and know where we are, and even though we have hit rock bottom, we still have the clarity of sight to repeat with confidence, until the last breath in our body and with a loud voice Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar. We know that these people who have stolen Makkah and Al Medinah permit who they want to go there and they bar who they want to go there and regardless of what they are doing and getting away with now, our voice comes from the future and it says to them Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar. In the past few weeks, 3,000 Muslims from Gazzah wanted to go to the Hajj, (and, like you can see here for the past 26 years), these same authorities and regimes are interfering in the duties of Muslims. We’re not talking about individuals- blocs of people; 3,000 Muslims who are under occupation in conditions of hunger with no food or medicine for there families wanted to go to the Hajj, and there was an elaborate scheme between the Zionist Israeli government and governments in Arab countries, particularly the one in Egypt along with the Saudi government who made it impossible for them to go to the Hajj, and then they turn around and want to blame sincere Muslims for this! They say “Hamas is responsible for this!” Hamas is not responsible for this; an Islamic Movement with Islamic characters trying to impede Muslims from going to the Hajj?! They may fool a non-Muslim and Western public opinion, but they can’t fool us! How much is it going to take? When these same rulers in Arabia had this Conference in New York last month and when the king belonging to that family that has usurped Hejaz called for this conference, some news items told us that his country and government paid the expenses of those who attended this conference, among them the Israelis. Coming along with this crowd as an offence to all of us Muslims- and we say Allahu Akbar- Allah is greater than this offence that they throw at us at this time of year- is the Sheikh of the Azhar. (Do), you know what they call him? Al Imam Al Akbar- that’s his title i.e. The Grand Imam. He comes with the Egyptian delegation and he shakes hands with the war criminal of the Zionist entity- Shimon Peres- and then, later on when this picture comes out, they ask him “don’t you know what you are doing?” He says “No, I didn’t recognize the person!” That is an excuse that is worse than the crime! You’re called Imam Al Akbar and you didn’t know who you’re shaking hands with?! Then, when some of the media cornered him on this issue, he said “so what? Hosni Mubarak- the President of Egypt shakes hands with him! Why isn’t anyone making a fuss about that? Why is everyone making a fuss about me doing it?” Well- the problem with Sheikh Al Azhar doing it is that you’re not supposed to be a nationalist! Mubarak is a head of a nation-state (i.e.) a nationalist! He does what his social nationalist character does; he’s gone to the Hajj but he never shed that! He never went through the meanings of Hajj! This Sheikh Al Azhar is supposed to be an Islamic character and his supposed to stand for what Muslims are supposed to do and Muslims are not supposed to be shaking hands with war criminals! All of this is done in the season of the Hajj and none of this circulates in the Muslim mind because that’s part of the way they want us to lose track with our history and the continuity of our history and who we are. We know this and we say above and beyond our knowledge of this Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar.

Brothers and sisters- we know that our social presence in this world is bleeding and some of us are hungry and our responsibility is to try to provide for those who are in these adverse times. We know that this is a day of happiness and we have mixed feelings. We want to be happy with those who are immediately with us and we want to share with those who are distances away; with this, we will try to do our best.

This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Eid Al Adha on 8 December 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
