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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Maa’sharal Mu’mineen, Committed Muslims…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (18-07-2008)

Before I begin, I know the temperature is very hot today so I’ll try to make this a shorter khutbah.
TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING ISLAM- PART 2
We, (meaning the general body of Muslims in this world), have misplaced the meanings of Allah and His Prophet and we’ve done so in such a way that we have damaged our own selves. We’re going to explain what we mean by this. There are some ahadith or statements that the Prophet said, and we’ll give you an example of them. (Allah’s Prophet says and), the meaning of this hadith is be content with what Allah has allocated to you and you will be the richest person or the wealthiest of people. Another hadith that comes to us from Allah’s Prophet says- this is a very strong hadith, but unfortunately it is misunderstood or understood out of context (and) has had miserable results- damned is ad dunya and damned are those who are in it except for the consciousness of Allah and those who are on the side of Allah and a scholar and a person who is in pursuit of knowledge. Another hadith from Allah’s Prophet says whatever is little but sufficient is better than that which is numerous but distracting. These are undeniable ahadith from Allah’s Prophet, but they are not meant, (as they have been channelled through our public mind throughout the ages, with the particular cultural slant that they have), to inhibit our ambitious God-given responsibilities; they are not meant to take us out of our roles of responsibility allocated to us by Al Khaliq Al Bari’; but this is how some people understand it. (Take a) look, you listen closely to Allah’s Prophet, he says be satisfied with what Allah has given you and then you’ll be the richest of all people. This does not mean that however much you have in this life is going to take you away from the ambition of having Allah’s will and His word materialise in this life. Let us give this a little more context and sense; this is what many Muslim speakers refuse to do. They will quote you these ahadith, but if these ahadith jar or jam with the words of Allah, then they will play dead and roll over. Listen to this- these are the words of Allah in the book of Allah, to be understood by the subjects of Allah, (you and me)…

Listen to what Sulaiman alaih salaam, (a Prophet of prominent stature), says and try to reconcile this to the status quo, defeatist, regressive and reactionary understanding of Allah’s Prophet.
O Allah, forgive me and grant me a dominion or estate or domain that does not behove anyone after me; for you are the one who will give generously (Surah verse)
Sulaiman wasn’t saying “I am content with what I have” or “this is as far as I can go in life.” There was always that burning ambition that doesn’t only belong to Prophets, but is also a possession of followers of Prophets. Why is Sulaiman asking for the control of resources and land and territories that shall never be accessible to anyone after him? This is not a psychology that understands that “you should be satisfied with what you have and you should be thankful for the crumbs that come your way.” This is where we are in the real world; they, (meaning people who are in power, who make the laws and people who provide us with their values and standards), say. You, (Muslims), are created with your Allah-given ambition to have Allah’s word and will superior in this world and life; (and) no one should interfere with this understanding by quoting Allah’s Prophet out of context. What happened? Sulaiman appealed and begged Allah for control, governance, regulation of land, resources, territories and estates. What was Allah’s answer to that? Did He say “No! You should be content with what you have!” Did He try to interfere with this ambition of Prophets?! He said

This is our generous offering to you, now you can give with favour or you can withhold without any accountability. Ane he, (meaning Sulaiman), has with Us, (meaning the Divinity and Glory of Allah), a position of proximity and closeness; and a final destiny of perfection. (Surah verse)
But this ambition of Prophets that is the inheritance of Allah’s subjects is lost on the broken psychology of Muslims today who have no ambition of Prophets. They were born into generations of submission into Colonialism, Imperialism and Zionism and they are brought up with these broken psychologies- as if they don’t read Allah’s book. Then, the governments that sponsor and nurture these broken psychologies throw in, via their employed religious officials quotes from the Prophet out of context and dare any Muslim to place these ahadith in the context of which they belong and in the context of Allah’s book. 

Then, if we wanted to go to other ahadith- this is something we rarely venture on without the canopy of Allah’s book- but there are some hadith, (for those of you who dwell in this literature more than you dwell in the book of Allah), on the narrative of Ayub  alaih salaam. He’s another Prophet. According to this hadith, Ayub was taking a bath and then, what came his way was butterflies of gold. One of these butterflies escaped him and he went running after a butterfly of gold. And, (according to this hadith), Allah says to him, O Ayub could I have not sufficed you instead of running after a golden butterfly. How was Ayub to respond? Was there a limitation to his ambition? He said answering the divine voice that he heard, but I cannot do without your barakah. Was he content, saying “well, I’ll be content with what I have?!” What is it? One golden butterfly flies away. Once again, we encounter a psychology that is not broken and  a character that is not shattered, (unfortunately), as is the case with the numerous broken psychologies and shattered characters that make up the bulk and the mass of the character of who we are today.

Another ayah from the book of Allah to try to size up and firm the ahadith that are misunderstood… Yusuf alaih salaam, (another Prophet of Allah), who was released from captivity; what did he say? This should be a psychology that people who go to prison and who spend long years behind bars (should adopt). The system want’s to break them and wants them to come out and dissolve into the status quo. If we take a closer look at Yusuf, we find that he was not a person who came out of a long period of detention or imprisonment with a broken psychology saying “oh, I’m going to be thankful for the crumbs that come my way or I should appreciate the physical freedom that I have.” This is how today’s governments want us to feel, behave and express. They don’t know that there is a generation of Muslims who are emerging from an understanding of Allah and His Prophets, (and) freeing themselves from the shackles and chains of this psychology of centuries. What did Yusuf say when he left prison, (to put it in today’s language)? He said to the ruler of that land, who had him, (because of the system and laws of that land), behind bars for all of these years, 

Render me as the qualified person who will be in charge of the treasury and budget of this land or of the world. (Surah verse)

He sought a very sensitive position in the administration of human affairs. Before some of the individuals that carry a mind that is screwed onto this broken psychology say “look- Yusuf wanted a position in the government of the Pharoanic land.” This issue is that Yusuf was not a Prophet like other Prophets who had the normal life of integration and assimilation into his own folks, people and society to carry the da’wah and the balagh of Allah the way it should have been carried; that was aborted early in life when he was dislocated. But that abortion, dislocation and add to that his imprisonment did not take away his Prophetic ambition. This is the point that is lost  that is lost on most of us, Muslims, in today’s generation and time. They want us to repeat the ahadith with which we began the khutbah, (listen to this), “to be thankful and appreciative of the status quo that we are in.” Yusuf said
Render me as the qualified person who will be in charge of the treasury and budget of this land or of the world. (Surah verse)

And then, Allah says 

It is in this manner that We had Yusuf positioned in a state of power in this world... (Surah verse)

But how can Allah firm up our position when we, ourselves, have a psychology that is not susceptible to Allah? How can this be? It is in this manner- with this robust, healthy, vigorous and motivated  psychology- that Allah makes it possible that Yusuf, the Prophets of Allah and those who carry the legacy, responsibility and ambition of the Prophets.

This brings us back to the ahadith that we are speaking about and the ayaat that we quoted- what are these ahadith speaking about, when we say Allah’s Prophet says be satisfied with what Allah has given you and you’ll be the wealthiest of people. What this means or what Allah’s Prophet is saying to us is that, (all other Islamic things considered, because we’re speaking about a program and a deen), after you exert your efforts, and you find that in the physical world you are lacking what you need, then content at this time behoves you. We are not gluttonous for the material aspects of this world; here is where the ahadith are speaking to the greed of men. We are not greedy, avaricious, selfish and sinful and these are what the ahadith are meaning- damned is ad dunya and damned are those who are in it except for the consciousness of Allah and those who are on the side of Allah and a scholar and a person who is in pursuit of knowledge. These are instructions from Allah’s Prophet to weed out the greed, attraction to the lust and pitfalls in this world from our psychology. Greed is one thing and ambition is another thing. Our God-given ambition is outlined and explained and it tolerates no troublemakers who are trying to abort the ayaat with dislocated and misplaced explanations of ahadith as we have abundantly in the real world around us. 

Allah says to a person who is probably considered the Rockerfellar of all times or the richest man in history. The Qur’anic description of this character Qarun in this ayah in Surah Al Qassas speaks about the individual who has the finances and is living within the government that has the power and to add more complications to this matter, this richest man relates to the poorest classes in the world. So, if he comes from Bani Isra’eel or the people of Musa, his money classified him as belonging to the power structure of the time. So, what does he do? How does he spend his life?  
…in aggression against his own people ... (Surah Al Qassas verse)

What are we going to say- that just because Qarun is from the people of Musa, Allah is going to look the other way? This person is responsible for high crimes and misdemeanours and the justice of Allah is not going to exclude him from public attention until the end of time. We wish we had the psychological nerve to look at the Qaruns of our time who say they belong to the people of Muhammed. 
This person went out into the dunyah, not with the ambition of Musa, but with the greed of Phiraun and Allah gave him the fortunes and treasures of which just the keys to have access to them will bear down heavily on any mode of transportation. His people told him- understanding the events within context- “don’t be happy, Allah does not like those who are happy within these types of times, with these types of terms, within your condition and within what you are doing”(Surah Al Qassas verse)
So, here we have the imbalance and the polarisation of greed and ambition and advice comes to him from people who don’t have a broken psychology. Let’s face it- we, Muslims of today, have a broken psychology; if there’s a Qarun among us, we’re not willing to say what Bani Isra’eel said to one of their own. We can’t even give advise. So, what are the words of advice that come from normal human beings or common sense people? The response to these types of Qaruns, (we have plenty of them),
Seek with that which Allah has given you- all this wealth and resources- the final abode or the end-life and don’t forget your share/portion of the world… (Surah Al Qassas verse) 

Your ambition should be ad daar al aakhirah; and absent mans greed, you don’t forget about obtaining what you can from this world because when you do, you invest it in your final accounts.
… and be generous the way Allah was generous to you... (Surah Al Qassas verse)
These people who have hundreds of billions of dollars in their own accounts- the Qaruns of our time- and not one Muslim is willing to ascend the Mimbar and point to our own Qaruns. Tell them,
… give to the degree of perfection or be as generous to others as Allah was generous to you... (Surah Al Qassas verse)
Not give the crumbs to others; Not destroy their societies and shatter their psychologies and have them bow down in your temple of this status quo. What do we do with shattered Islamic individuals who are happy to nibble at some crumbs? This is not the ambition that comes through the Book of Allah and the struggle of His Prophet.
… and don’t seek policies of destruction on Earth ... (Surah Al Qassas verse)
The ayah is making it very clear to us, people who have this type of wealth are inevitably and unavoidably involved in policies of worldly corruption and social decay. Where are the free spirits, the motivated minds and the activated intellects who can stand up to these facts and persons around us and speak these Qur’anic words of truth and inspiration. If you don’t have the consolidated psychology that it takes, we can quote hundreds of ayaat followed by hundreds of ahadith and your mind may be able to grapple with the meanings of these ayaat and these ahadith, but if you don’t have the consolidated psychology all of these ayaat and ahadith will not register in reality.
Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims…  
In light of these ayaat and these properly contextualised ahadith, we are advised/ordered, (as a matter of taqwa i.e. observing and honouring Allah’s power presence in our world and life), to take a look at those who are in the highest rungs of governmental hierarchy, especially those who are responsible for decision making in Makkah and Al Medinah, (when we speak about them, that doesn’t mean that there are scores of others who fall into the same description). Because the king of that country himself and his ruling family are the quintessence of the shattered psychology that we are speaking about; in order for them to get some legitimacy in public opinion, they are sponsoring with Muslim money and Islamic resources, not with the labour of their hands and bodies, inter-faith conferences in Spain. They want to open up to those who they accuse in their own books as being Kaafirs; and the Kaafirs that they use in their own books are telling them “to get their act together.” To please these Kaafirs, they will open up their schools, educational systems, Masajid and the Hurumaat of Allah for inspection and approval by these Mushriks and Kaafirs; that’s after they gave them all the military access to our Holy Land. All of this is done on the shoulders and backs of we, the Muslims, who suffer from a disjointed psychology. They wouldn’t have been able to get away with any of this if it wasn’t for how awkward our own internal thoughts are. Brothers and sisters- if we can look at the political horizon that we refuse to look at, (we’re absorbed in the small local that they want to cage us in), what will we find these types of rulers in Arabia and in Arab countries doing? They are knocking on the doors of these Kuffaar and Mushrikeen- “we need you help. Help us build nuclear capabilities.” Zionist Israel has invaded, stolen, occupied, shed the blood of hundreds of thousands of innocent human beings, dislocated tens of millions of human beings and built its own nuclear arsenal with all intents of hostility throughout the past 60 continuous years and none of these rulers in Arab countries felt that they were under a mandate to match fire-with-fire and to protect themselves from a cancerous Zionism and its supportive imperialist body; now, an Islamic country is working on developing its own independent nuclear potential and these Heads of State and their tribal inner circle feel now that friendly Muslims are gaining what Muslims should have had many years ago, they feel the urge to protect themselves from Muslims! They didn’t feel the urge to protect themselves from Imperialists and Zionists- what does that say to any average thinking Muslim? It means that they are part of the Zionist/Imperialist club and they needed no protection and when they are enemies of committed Muslims they go to their masters for protection; this is what we can see if only we had the solidified psychology that has been absent from our societies for so long.
