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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6 (6-23-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 41
SLAVERY
We would like to remind you that our responsibility on this day is to try to stimulate your thinking and to relate your life to the meanings that we are entrusted with from Allah and to the developments within which we are located in by Allah. We've covered a lot of territory in the past months- areas and issues that can become a mind-field in which innocent lives are lost and in which machinations and conspiracies are spun. One of the areas that is least mentioned that has the potential of coming from the past to haunt our present and future, (we've mentioned on occasions that when we opened up the pages of history as best as we could in understanding it and expressing it that there is an area that is not very much thought of or thought through) and this has to do with slavery. We know now, that after reviewing the political and governmental missteps that have tainted our history- this is our history, whether you like it or not and whether you disagree with it or not, at the end of the day, it constitutes our history. We've seen in this history how dictators and kings have had their way, but one of the details of this history is that we have not seen some of the lessons that we should learn from, pertaining to this issue of denying human beings the freedom with which they were born. We have some historians and some history books that point to the palaces and the mansions of kings and autocrats who used to have what is called slaves. To some Muslims, this would seem offensive and it should, and to some other Muslims it is so offensive that they don't want to think about it therefore they don't want to talk about it- we say to them and to others who fall into this broad category of silence that "your silence may contribute to internal Islamic bloodshed. Let us back-track a little as this is a khutbah and not a dry lecture or an academic presentation. This is a khutbah that has its foundations and definitions and we are required to immediately reference ourselves in the book of Allah and in the model of His Prophet to get a feeling for whether there is any justification for indentured people or slaves or individuals in bondage. Is their any grounds for this as far as Allah and His Prophet are concerned?

We find that are ayaat and there is a body of thought that undermines the institution of slavery and dissolves its notions in human psychology. Let us remind ourselves that when this light unto man came, the world was a place of institutionalized slavery. All the major powers and civilizations had this institution in it and the way they used to rationalize it was that if a person commits a crime, he runs the chance of losing his freedom, in other words, he may become a slave; or if a person falls at the war front and is captured by the enemy force, then, according to the norms of the time, becomes a slave, suffers from bondage and may be treated as a sub-human. These were some of the rationalizations that would explain why there is slavery in the world. Then, Allah wants to break this world-wide mould with its religious arguments, its civil justifications and with its philosophical interpretations as it had all of that. Then, ayaat from Allah come and the political behavior of His Prophet indicate that this should not be a human practice. The ayah says

Had he not surmounted the challenging barrier; and what would you know about this challenging barrier? It is setting those who are in captivity, bondage or slavery free. And, beyond that, it is also offering food to an orphan or to he who has no wherewithal in this world. (Surah Al-Balad verse 11-16)

When this principle was enunciated in the time of Allahs Prophet, Abu Jahl comes to the Prophet and says to him "Do you mean to tell us that the son of Sumayyah is now going to be on par with the nobles and chieftains of this society!?" It doesn't make sense to people who are in power and who have wealth to see that those who are the under classes of society are all of a sudden on equal par or status with those who have the money and wealth. Allah says in a supporting meaning

And We want to favor those who have been denied power or powerless in this world; We want to favor them. (Surah Al-Qassas verse 5)

Oh Yes!? But there are governments, institutions, philosophies and religions that don't want that to happen. What do we, Muslims, have in the form of this Qur'an that will invalidate the political conduct that has accumulated in the centuries to be passed down to us? Once again, in our lives, we have religions, political systems, ideologies and philosophies that rationalize slavery. 

Another ayah in the Qur'an says to the Prophet to say to those who have fallen into captivity as a matter of war. Allah is speaking to the Prophet and telling him to say to prisoners of war who have lost their freedoms and have sunk into the status of those who may be considered slaves

If Allah knows that there is good in your heart, Allah will replace it with a good that's better than the one that you have coming into the position that you now find yourselves in (Surah Al-Anfaal verse 70)

This is another incentive to set prisoners of war who lost their freedoms free, but it's going to take an interaction between Muslims who have the upper hand in a war and those who have fallen into captivity because of their aggression against Muslims. How is Allah going to know what is in their hearts to change their condition, upgrade their status and to free them from the bondage condition that they are in if we who are entrusted with Allahs responsibility are not going to know them? So, even in a condition of imprisonment, they are not left to rot in the months and the years to come. We have a moral responsibility to know who they are. This is a level of civilizational behavior that doesn't exist today. You can take a look… A lot is being said about secret detention centers, Guantanamo, the torture and the inhuman behavior that is inflicted upon people (many of them if not the overwhelming majority who are subject to these conditions are Muslims) that we listen to and watch every other day and week. How do we pull people out of an institutionalized captivity when the other side brags about this institutionalized captivity? This is where Muslims find themselves in-between a rock and a hard place. Muslims are on a path of eliminating any institutions in life that will deny human beings their God given freedoms, even if they are criminals of war. But then, on the other side, you have governments and systems that cannot keep up with this civilizational standard in the Qur'an and the Sunnah- they can't do it, so we are caught between what some people may call an idealism and a realism on the other side. Still, there are incentives to give freedom to those who find themselves in life without freedom…

And they (meaning those who are committed to Allah and living at the standard or level of this commitment) offer sustenance and food to those who don't have the where-withal in life, to orphans and those who are in captivity even though they are fond and in need of it. It is that we offer you this food for the purpose of Allah. We don't ask of you a reciprocity nor do we ask you for thanks. (Surah Al-Insaan verse 8-9)

These levels of altruism define who we are as committed Muslims, but when we take a look at our own Islamic history, we find that we, Muslims, are guilty of having rulers who violated all of the meanings of these ayaat and the hadiths in this regard. The Prophet of Allah orders us "to visit those whose health is failing, to feed those whose hunger is overwhelming and to release those whose freedoms are lacking" The ayaat and the hadiths are overwhelming in this regard, but why is it that we turn around and we see that we have a political behavior among us that is in contradiction to these ayaat and hadiths? What happened? Even if people cannot think and expand the meanings of the ayaat and hadiths into their social and political implications, take it as a person. You should learn this from "the ABC's" of your personal responsibilities. If you are a Muslim and you deliberately and intentionally fail to fast a day in Ramadaan, one of the ways to compensate for that is to give freedom to people who don't have freedom. 

If for a sexual failure, you tell your wife that she is like a mother to you. This was one of the customs that was found in Al-Jahiliyyah, it's called Adh-Dhihaar. If you are guilty of this, one of the ways out of it is to offer freedom to those who don't have it.

Another compensation for a serious error, called Al-Aymaan, ie. you make a false vow to Allah. One way out of that is to free a person who is in conditions of slavery. Al-Aymaan, Ad-Dhihaar, Iftaarun fi Ramadaan are serious errors that from time to time may become the fault of an individual and the way out of these errors is to see to it that those who don't have freedom will have freedom. Now, you tell us- this is at a time when there are oceans of ink and forests and pencils and books that are printed and circulated that say that "Muslims don't know what it is to be free" or "they hate is because of our freedoms"- this is a deliberate and a judgmental error against we- who honor the meanings of Allah and His Prophet as mentioned in the aforementioned ayaat and ahadith. How dare people who are of "stature" in our world- it's not your simple neighbor throwing an accusation out of his ignorance at you because you are a Muslim and because you are a Muslim, you don't know how to live freely or offer other people their freedom when we have a battery of ayaat and ahadith making it duty bound for us to be responsible for these freedoms. "When has it become that you captivate or enslave people when their mothers gave them birth in a state of liberty and freedom?" This is a statement that comes from the generation and the followers of Allahs Prophet, but what do we have today? Brothers and sisters, we don't have to be hypothetical about this, we're not talking in the abstract- look- this is a Masjid and we are Muslims and there is a deliberate effort and we may venture to say that has been "institutionalized" for the past 23 years between the deniers of Islam who have been ensconced in this Masjid for that time period- they haven't even had the courage to face us or interface with us for 23 years. Have you seen any of them come on the sidewalk in these past years? We haven't done anything wrong- we are all Muslims and if we have done something wrong, it is their responsibility (hopefully in Allahs ultimate wisdom we are all Muslims) and if that's the case, this is a brotherhood and a brother has to correct his brother; so if we are wrong for some unknown reason, why are they hiding? If there is more to it than just the individuals who are behind the walls of this Masjid, we also would like to know how far this extends and who is behind all of this? Denying freedoms has been a trait of rulers who have gone off the Islamic political course and thus we find that this is a feature and characteristic of kings, monarchs, dictators and despots in our history and in our time. We may not be able to go back and correct and to deviations in history, we have no access to the past, but we can learn from these deviations.
And indeed, in their narratives there is an illustrative lesson (Surah Yusuf verse 111)

We can't make believe that we didn't have such rulers who institutionalized the lack of freedom. We tried to trace this all the way back to the 1st generations that came after Allahs blessed Prophet and how there was a trend in Islamic history to say "you remain silent- don't express your Islamic conscience; you don't have the social freedom of Al-Amr bil Ma'ruf  and An-Nahyi an Al-Munkar"- we traced all that, but is wasn't to remain as shallow as it began. It began to acquire new depths until we reached the rock bottom that we are in today. Why is it haram for a Muslim to express his Islamic heart and mind in these Masaajid? Why is it haram on the Muslim Ummah to meet in Makkah and Al-Medinah to express its Islamic heart and mind on the bloodletting issues that are causing hundreds of thousands if not tens of millions of Muslims to suffer on institutionalized slavery today in which Palestinian families (as an example) find themselves in social and economic dire straits that they are thinking in this way… It's alright- if we are brothers, we open our hearts and selves to each other- why should we if we are an Islamic brotherhood

For indeed, committed Muslims are brethren of each other. (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 10)

If that is the case, why can't we have access to the internal feelings and thoughts of our brothers and sisters in these conditions who are in thinking this way… A father and mother-They looking around and they have children, teenagers- what do I do? We have to feed our family, should we have our daughter link up in a less than civilized marriage with people who have wealth if they have to go to the lands of plentyness and resources to send us money back home. If they have to do that through prostitutions, brothels and red light districts of the prosperous cities in the Gulf or the Peninsular area, then what choice do we have if we want to feed the rest of the family?! In Iraq, families are thinking about dismissing the (financial) dowry- We will have our daughters get married and the dowry that we demand is for our son-in-law to become a Shaheed against occupiers and invaders of our land. These are the internal thoughts of people who have been institutionalized in their denial of freedom and in the meantime we have a nexus and a network of Masaajid and Islamic Centers around the world that every week- how many weeks has this been going on for? Hundreds of weeks if not thousands and millions of weeks- and we prefer to look the other way and make believe that nothing is happening. This is not what Allah and His Prophet taught us.

Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims…

It is with pain and it is very difficult to take a hard look at the facts of life and realize as much as we prefer not to express the truth of this matter, but the truth has to be stated, as painful and as demanding as it may be. Brothers and sister, by now, you and we should have realized that there is a beginning (if not the stages beyond the beginning) of what may be called a civil war in Iraq. There are accusations and counter accusations; fabrications and counter fabrications; there are local and foreign elements that are involved in what may prove the most challenging issue of our generation and time. Look- you all live in your "own worlds"- have you heard of Muslims who sensed their responsibility calling for an extra-ordinary meeting of the Muslims on a world wide level- and let these Muslims meet in Makkah itself- where they should meet to begin with. Why has Makkah been off limits to Islamic conferences, scholars, thinkers and the devoted and devout Muslims of the world? Why can they no longer go to Al-Bayt Al-Haram, to Makkah itself to try to put an end to a problem that has a potential of bleeding the Muslims Ummah for generations to come? With all the humble character that comes from a Muslim asking another Muslim- we ask "Why is there a deafening silence about hundreds of innocent lives that are going down a civil war drain from Jum'ah to Jum'ah and from week to week? Do you feel comfortable with your silence? If it is the Muslims in Iraq who are going under today, it's going to be the Muslims in your own country of origin that are going to go under tomorrow. This silence is a flagrant violation of all the togetherness that belongs to us- the Muslims. How long do you want to tolerate this? Allah is present, you can't trick him! Where are you going? How many years do you have left? Then, your register is going to be presented to you.
Whoever does an atoms weight of good will see it, and whoever does an atoms weight of evil shall see it (Surah Al-Zilzaal verse 7-8)

Do you think you're doing good with your silence that is contributing to Muslims going six feet down and under? We point a finger to all these Islamic Centers and Masaajid who have remained sheltered in this conspicuous silence of theirs.
