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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhamdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose intentions become the will of Allah....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6 (4-28-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 31
PUBLIC MIND: ABSENCE
To try to re-cap and bring into focus some of the previous information in these khutbahs, we realize that the world as it works is subject to Allahs orders and control. From beginning to end, from what is near to what is far, from what is observable to what is not, absolutely nothing is beyond or exempt from the management and involvement of Allah. 

He has created what is in the Heavens and what is in the Earth by virtue of the truth (Surah Al-An-'aam verse 73)

From the simple fact of creation to the fact of management, Allah says about existence 

Everything within this creation, within the Heavens and the Earth, are in a mode of yielding to Allah (Surah Al-Baqara verse 116)

There are scores of ayaat in the Qur'an that approach this whole construct from different perspectives, but that being said and realized, we come to one area in which there is a latitude or range in which Allah, whose affair is above our immediate mental understanding, has given us the freedom to acquiesce to him or to refuse to do so. This area that we are talking about is what is referred to as our will-power or determination. This is the area where we are responsible for. We're not responsible for anything else in this world; we are not responsible for galaxies that are far away; we are not even responsible for involuntary functions within our own bodies. We have no control and access to that. What we are responsible for is the implementation of our own will. The history of scripture rotates around this area in our lives. The history of Prophets (alaihim as-sallam) and Allahs Messenger (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) can be capsulated in the fact that they were assigned to synchronize this human will with the will of Allah. It turns out that the powers in this world- governments, establishments, officialdom, elites, landed interests- all of these and many others of similar construct were enemies of Allahs Prophets- because of what? Because of this simple task of relocating the will of man within the will of Allah. This is as simple as we can reduce the history of Prophets and scripture. Therefore, all of Allahs Prophets- some of whom we know of and others of whom we don't know of. Allah says to His Prophet

Of the numerous Prophets and emissaries that He sent to mankind, some of them We have narrated to you and some of them we have not (Surah An-Nisa' verse 163)

In this long history of scripture and Messengers of Allah, these figures or human beings, just like me and you, were in an opposition to the powers of the status quo that had deviated from the will of Allah and therefore were responsible for the deviation of societies from the will of Allah. So, the corrective effort of these Prophets who were guided by Allah fall into the category of a historical political opposition. This is the larger picture. The more focused picture that we were dwelling on in the previous months relate to the opposition that developed in the Islamic context and history post or after the Qur'an and the Prophet. We realize that this history was compacted with the same line of opposition when an Islamic authority and government went off course and it seeks in the process to dislocate it's population, citizenry and constituents, we had Islamic personalities, movements, social trends that began to re-fulfill the mission of these Prophets, ie. to re-align the Islamic public will with the will of Allah. We took a closer, detailed look at many of these developments. For a moment, we want to refresh ourselves on the level that an Islamic governing body of people should be at as opposed to where it is now and has been sliding into for many generations and years. We can remind ourselves of the prototype Muslim decision makers in the 1st years that followed the Islamic state of Nubuwwa, which was 10 years. We had 10 years of Dawlah An-Nubuwwa, the Islamic state of Prophethood in which the Prophet, himself, was the ultimate reference and decision maker. That was followed by 30 years of what is called Dawlah Al-Khilafah. In these 30 years, we had a high standard of Muslim rulers. Just to remind ourselves of what we are talking about, because this is the only we're going to understand the difference between what we had then and what we have now- after the Prophet passed away and the Muslims had to make up their mind as to who is going to be the person who is going to fill in that vacuum, they chose a person. Previously, we went through what was accurate and what was not accurate about this process of deciding on who is going to fill in this vacancy, the highest office in Muslim lands. After that, we look at a person, this is Abu Bakr (radi Allahu anhu), who the following day after he was chosen goes to the market. Some of us may not want to take a closer look at the meaning of this, but because we have trouble makers all over the place (some of us are trouble making inside our own meetings and get-togethers and we have trouble makers who come from outside- out and out enemies) we have to. After becoming the leader of the Muslims, this person on the following day sets out to the market. His colleague comes up to him and says "Where are you going? What are you doing?" He said "I'm going to the market. I used to make a living by selling clothes or fabric." This person was a fabric merchant- he used to sell some material from which clothes are made. He says "No! But now you are the head of the Muslims and you have to spend your time thinking about the affairs and what the Muslims as a society has to do." He says "Yeh, but I have a responsibility, and my immediate responsibility is to my family. Who is going to take care of my family?" He said "OK. Come on." They went to Abu Ubaidah (radi Allahu anhu), who was the treasurer of the Muslims. This was when the Muslims were still in Arabia. Remember, we're not looking at a hefty treasury and an endless budget- we're looking at some coins. They said "Come- lets try to figure out what is going to suffice for a Muslim ruler." Then, the treasure said "I will give you, from the Muslim treasury a garment that you will wear in the summer time and another one that you will wear in the winter time, (listen to this) and the quality of this garment that you're going to be given is not going to be something an upper class person is going to wear and nor is it going to be from what a lower class Muslim or citizen in this society wears. It's just going to be the average and you will have from the Muslim budget 4,000 dirhams a year." Dirham was not the gold currency- that was the dinaar. "You're going to be given 4,000 dirhams, the silver currency a year and we figure that that will take care of your personal needs and the needs of your immediate family, thereby, you can now spend all of your time on regulating the affairs of the Muslims." The person who followed him, followed him in a similar manner- no extravagance, nothing much- living from day to day. It is said that after Abu Bakr passed away, he had 8,000 dirhams. That was exactly the amount of money that came to him from Bait Al-Maal, the Muslim treasury. He said that "he wanted this amount of money to be dispersed among the Muslims." So, in fact, this person did not accumulate anything from what came his way and what was his right as a servant of the public. The person who followed him, Umar (radi Allahu anhu), basically had the same characteristics. During his time, the Muslims had a year of famine and there were Muslims who were hungry and he chose to feed himself with exactly what these hungry Muslims were feeding themselves- that was whatever oil there was- olive oil according to some narratives- and what passes for bread. He was eating that for six months. Then came the exception to this in the time of Uthman (radi Allahu anhu), when the Muslim budget was a considerable one and he said that "his understanding of ulil arhaam, those who were his blood relatives, and his duty to them was to give them positions in state"- something that everyone before him avoided. Here is where the 1st gap in Islamic governance took place. Then, we had Ali (radi Allahu anhu), and an indicator of his character and quality can be grasped in a couple instances. In the 1st incident, he finds a person who was in position of one of his weapons. This was in Al-Kufa, he doesn't have enough evidence to prove this in public so he has to take this affair to court. He takes the affair to court and because there was not enough evidence to prove that he possesses that piece of weapon, he agreed with the judges ruling. What can he do? This is the ruler of the Muslims, who cannot, with all that he has, prove that a piece of weaponry belongs to him. On another occasion, he encounters a judge, it could have been the same judge- this was in Al-Kufa by the way, it wasn't in Al-Medinah- and then this Muslim judge begins to show Ali hospitality, a good spirit, accommodating words and expressions to the exclusion of the other person in court. Then Ali says to him "This is the 1st expression of your injustice." There's not a case in front of the court yet, but the demeanor and conduct of such a judge was immediately evaluated and exposed by a person who is in his character and livelihood a life time of justice. We can easily plug or take out examples from their lives, but the issue is not to inundate ourselves with the many examples that they had in their lives. Remember, these were Muslims rulers who were walking the streets of the Muslim peoples; attending the Salaah of the Muslim public five times a day; they didn't have any security, guards, they were just like you and me. If they wanted to go somewhere, they went by themselves. This is a standard of character that began to diminish as the rulers turned from successors to Allahs Prophet to become kings, monarchs, authoritarians and autocrats such as what we have in our world today. 

These were responsible for an Islam of Justice. We speak about freedom of Conscience, this was guaranteed to everyone. 

After He has presented mankind with the truth, with what is right, balanced and correct, He says you have the right and freedom to commit yourself to Allah or to deny or reject Him. (Surah Al-Kahf verse 29 )

These types of Islamic rulers had to guarantee for everyone their freedom of Conscience and thought. 
There is no element of compulsion when it comes to your persuasion concerning matters of deen (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 256)
Allah says to his Prophet
Are you going to coerce people so that they become committed to Allah? (Surah Yunus verse 99)
This is a question that negates that type of choice. In other words, you can't force people to commit themselves to God or Allah. We're talking about a standard of governance that has been absent to the extent that it makes our heart ache and only motivates those of us to see to it that it will come back. 

We don't have a policed state. Allah says to the Prophet
You are not accountable for what they do if they choose as a matter of their conscientious priority a path or a route besides the one that is committed to Allah (Surah Al-An'aam verse 107)

We had a standard of Islamic governance that beckons its parallel in our time. Having an Islamic decision making body doesn't mean we have a dictatorship or an authoritarian government! This form of governance guarantees to every human being the sanctity of human life.
And don't kill a life that has been sanctified by Allah except if it be for fulfilling what is just, right and true (Surah Al-Isra' verse 33)
It guarantees the privacy of Muslims and not the intrusions on our private lives that we have in our lives today by dictatorial governments that breed on the mother of theirs in Washington.
Don't enter domiciles not belonging to you until their is an air of acquaintance and familiarity and the greeting is placed between you and those who are its occupants (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 12)
The Qur'an- these are the words of governing responsibility.
And don't spy upon each other (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 12)
The freedom to express the agony of being mistreated and oppressed
Allah does not favor expressing yourself with loaded words except if you are mistreated and oppressed (Surah An-Nisa' verse 148)
Allah and the synchronization of our will with His, permits what is called Freedom of Assembly.
Let there be an Ummah of you who agitate for what is prosperity, who mobilize to implement the Ma'ruf and to disestablish the Munkar (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 104)
All of these and many other freedoms, rights and responsibilities that we encounter in this book of Guidance, the objective of which is to synchronize our human will with the will of our Maker are absent. There may be a trace of them around and they may have an artificial presence in some area, but the genuine pulse for which there can be many duplicates if we place our confidence in Allah and say "If it happened once, it can happen again and if we learn from our trials and errors." Nothing is going to happen, especially if we don't learn from our mistakes. This is what brings us from that standard and that lofty position, that we are speaking about and which is part of our past to what we have today. What do we have today? You can look at those who are making decisions for us- do they fulfill any of these features? Can you detect in them any ingredient of this type that we are talking about in the conduct and character of these individuals who were molded in the Qur'anic and Prophetic experience in life. Can you find them today? Certainly, they are not the kings and the presidents who are around! For that reason we have movements, sincere and dedicated attempts to bring back to real life what has almost become a fairy tale and to make it happen again. 

We brought all of this sequence of events to the past 100 years and a little more than that- we took a look at the precursors to what is called to day the "Islamic revival"- Jamaal Ad-Din Al-Afghani or Asad Abaadi, Muhammed Abdou, Al-Kawakibi, ibn Baadis- these were the types of individuals who sensed the distance between where we should be- where we once were but then where we are now and here. There's a vast area that separates us from where we should be in contrast to where we actually are. These individuals had there run in with authority figures. This is also another element that is absent from the average Muslim of today. An average Muslim doesn't have a run in with authority figures. It happens to be an integral part of our Islamic past- that to live up to your standards and responsibilities, you have to have a run in with these types of authority figures. You can make a check list of your ownself- when was the last time you expressed the words and the will of Allah to those who are opposed to Him?! If you are honest to yourself, you'll find that it is scant if it is there at all. Muhammed Abdou, as an example, faced off with the rector of the Azhar university. Muhammed Abdou was trying to convince him "that the curriculum of the Azhar should be updated- in addition to the traditional studies of fiqhi, usul ad-din, lugha, tarikh and the rest of these subjects, there should be subjects of science, mathematics, chemistry, physics, etc." This person who was in charge of the Azhar could not get it and he told Muhammed Abdou "You have spent 10 years of your life gaining the knowledge that is due to you because of the curriculum that we have." The response to him by this person who had a run in with this authority figure was that "I have to spend another 10 years trying to decontaminate my mind from the negative influence of the curriculum you have upon me." This same person, Muhammed Abdou, used to go to the Khudhaiwy, that is the title of the ruler of Egypt 150 or 100 years ago- listen brothers and sisters- to the type of aura that a committed Muslim has. The comment that the ruler of Egypt had about Muhammed Abdou approaching him was, he said "He would approach me as if he was a Pharoah." Don't get this mixed up- this was the ruler of Egypt describing how he felt when a Muslim scholar would walk up to him. He said "He appeared to me to be like a Pharoah."- not because he had any power, Muhammed Abdou had no power at all; he couldn't give orders to a military and he couldn't sign policies to a department of government- this was only a scholar, but the ruler of Egypt felt that when this person was coming towards him, he had the power of a Pharoah. His mentor, Jamaal Ad-Din tried his best to reconstitute an Islamic solidarity and to recap the nature of Islamic power in those times, (we're speaking about the hey-day of colonialism, the latter half of the 19th century and the 1st years of the 20th century) he tried his best to put together a nucleus of an "Islamic common wealth", referred to as Jamiah Al-Islamiyah in Hejaz, Najd, Tihama, but he couldn't. He ran into the powers that be there. He tried to do it in Egypt. He placed a premium on the role of Egypt, but he couldn't do it there because he ran into two powers- that of the Ottomons and that of the British. Finally, he said "Let us try to go and speak some sense to the figurative leader of the Muslims- As-Sultan Abdul Hamid in Turkey- in Istanbul." This is a Muslim individual, just like you and me, but look or tune in to their motivation and understand how to them authority and those in power didn't mean much- "Who are they?! If you are in the presence of Allah, who are these lesser beings that decorate themselves with militaries and the aura of power?! – nothing much." They would go to them- so, he went to As-Sultan Abdul Hamid to speak to him about how important it is to regenerate this Islam. In the opinion of As-Sultan Abdul Hamid, it seems like his mistake, if we can call it that, was that he was placing more emphasis on the Arab component of Islam and for that, he was given what may be called a golden cage. Jamaal Ad-Din was to spend the last years of his life in a golden cage in the Ottomon state. This Islam and all of these concepts, values, principles and standards that we are responsible for are not given to any one. There has to be an Islamic sense of togetherness and this cannot come by just one individual and it will not come by wishful thinking; it comes by action that is solidly located in the mentality of this Qur'an and this Prophet to whom we claim a heritage and a history but to whom we have shown a failure. 

Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims…

Because we, ourselves, do not approach it, there is a subject that has been left beyond our common minds, thoughts and sense and it has become somewhat of a sensitive and a polarizing issue. That issue is the public mind that comes from understanding the Qur'an. If we were to use another word, some of us may either feel some nationalist or some sectarian sensitivities, so we're avoiding these types of buzz words. The Qur'an requires a public mind. For this reason, Allah has related to us in His calculated words

In fact, We have brought down to you an Arabic Qur'an so that you may discipline your reasoning (Surah Yusuf verse 2)

There are several other ayaat in the Qur'an that indicate or teach us the way of developing a Qur'anic and Prophetic mind. The French tried to do this is Algeria- may Allah forbid, they wanted to take away the Muslim public mind from those people. The say, the best way to do that is to make them speak in another language. They tried for over 100 bloody years to dislocate a population away from its public or potential public mind and they failed. Now, the effort is on, by the same sources of colonialism and imperialism along with their zionist masters to block the potential of a Qur'anic and Prophetic public mind. It's not enough to have a few scholars here and there and it's not even enough to have a few Islamic governments here and there. What would make an Islamic scholar and an Islamic government of any essence and any value is an Islamic public mind. This is the issue of our time. We have to reconstitute this Islamic public mind. After that, the pieces are going to fall into place- not before that. This is extremely important t o understand, or else the issue that occupy alot of our time... we don't know, we're just going to throw out an issue... A person of Islamic weight and value comes out and says- this was said a few hundred years ago- "there's nothing in this garment except Allah!"- then you had the deteriorating Islamic public mind come and say "these are words of kufr! We're going to take you and tell you that an Istighfaar is due. You must ask Allah for Maghfirah for what you said." What did he say?! These are called sufis in the books and the literature that you read. In the absence of a Muslim public mind, another statement that can take a person to court and even to the executioner is, (roughly translated), "O Allah, Who has not been veiled except by His light and Who never concealed Himself except that He is extremely apparent" and on he goes... Then the people want to execute this person- because of what?! The technicalities that are brought to bear in the absence of a Muslim public mind. Today, we have a similar thing- a scholar in Sudan- Hassan At-Turabi- we may have our disagreements with some of what he says, but how can a person be taken to the gallows for expressing his heartfelt, conscientious ideas about what Allah and His Prophet are saying. This happens when we don't have a common Muslim public mind.
