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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (09-11-2007)
ALI THE PUBLIC SERVANT
Allah says
Persevere concerning the judgment or ruling of your Sustainer and do not obey those who have gained discrepancies or who are in denial of Our power in worldly affairs 
This ayah is quite relevant to many conditions or developments along our historical course to Allah. In continuing where we left off and in recalling the meanings of this ayah, we focus further on the relationship between the leader of the Muslims on one side and the Islamic citizenry on the other side. We think that we should think more about this early relationship between the Muslims leader and the Muslims who are being led. From opening up these historical pages, we know or realize that we, (all of us, from whichever background we come from), endured at the beginning of our history three civil wars. As a result of that there was a condition of war fatigue that slipped into Muslim society in Iraq and Arabia. Imam Ali (radi Allahu anhu) at this time was the leader of the Muslims, in particular the Muslims in Southern Iraq. Within his jurisdictions and within the people he was ruling, there were those who were violently opposed to him. We said these were called Al-Khawarij in the books of history that we have. They lived side by side in Al-Kufa with the population that they disagreed with. The relationships were on the surface of it normal relationships. Even though these dissidents knew  that they were enjoying the benefits of a civil society that has no equal; they were not going to be thrown into prison for being against the governments- something that we don’t even have today after 1,400 years. The standard of freedom that was available to the Muslims at that time is not available to the Muslims today in their own lands and countries. They knew that the leader they had was not going to cut off their access to Islamic budgets, Islamic revenue and the spoils of war that were in the Islamic treasury- they knew all of that was guaranteed to them. Even though that was the case, they insisted on being violently opposed to the administration that is guaranteeing them these benefits and this standard of living. Ali was aware of their presence, he knew that encountering them at An-Nahrawan had made them more stubborn then they were before. Remember, Ali was initially on his way to Damascus, to Ash-Shaam to solve the pestering internal problem that was in the Muslim rank and file for a generation. It was complying with his own citizenry that he went to An-Nahrawan and was forced into this military dual with these dissents that resulted in the lost of 3,000 lives that generated more instability inside that jurisdiction. Ali would give a lecture or a khutbah and they were there; he would speak to the public and these opponents were there; they would listen to him even though inside of them they were opposed to him and he knew this. In some of the statements he said- and he put his hand on his beard and then his forehead which meant that his beard was going to be stained with the blood from his head. It wasn’t like we had a ruler who was disconnected from his own people. This wasn’t a person who was living in an Ivory Tower with security all around; this was a man of the people, from the people and he knew the people he was with and it was as if he was waiting for something to happen. In one sentence he said what is delaying the most rabid in this society- meaning the person who was going to kill him; but here is where we have unprecedented heights of a public servant. This is a word that is thrown around very easily and I our days it probably means nothing, but when we look at the ruler of the Muslims at that time and we say he was a public servant, that is exactly who he was. He served the public that he was ruling contrary to his better judgment because he wasn’t ruling himself only. He had to take into account what his public wanted- whether it was going to An-Nahrawaan or whether it was them dragging their feet on finishing the military responsibility that was beckoning i.e. those who had grabbed power in Ash-Shaam. To get a further understanding of how violent prone these dissidents were, there was one occasion where this person ibn Al Kharreet or Al Khurayyat comes up to Ali and he says I don’t want to obey you, I don’t want to pray behind you and I don’t want to have anything to do with your decisions (this is the wrap up of what he said to him). Ali wasn’t the type to say throw this person into prison, as is the case today. They would interrupt at times, when he was giving his khutbah inside the Masjid. He didn’t say “send in the security guards and chain them and put them behind bars”, which goes to prove to us that we had a civil society and a ruler, the likes of which we still don’t have today. The freedom the Muslims enjoyed was enjoyed to such an extent that they did not know how to honor a leader when they had one. When this person said these words, Ali said OK- you come to me later and we can discuss this when you are more in control of yourself. So, Ali was expecting this dissident to come back in a few days, but he never came back. He goes back to his enclave of dissidents and they build up their intention to violently oppose Ali. On their way to this violent opposition inside Al-Kufa- because he had left Al-Kufa to his own people or types- they ran into two people. One of them was a yahudi and the other was from Al Mawaali, a Muslim. They ask al yahudi, what’s your persuasion? What are you? He says I’m a yahudi; I’m a jew and they let him go because he is from ahl adh-dhimmah. Then, they ask the other person, who are you? He says I’m a Muslim. They know he is a Muslim, so now they wanted to query him- what do you think about Ali ibn Abi Talib? He says, well, I agree with him. When they knew that he agreed with Ali, they just killed him. This is just a sample of how violence was practiced early on. So when we look at how violence is practiced today, especially those who use this violence against our own selves, we understand this is nothing new- it’s been there all along, but it hasn’t been considered with our minds; we’ve never taken a mental look at how this originated, what the excuses for it were and what the rationalization for it is. No one has taken the effort to do that, even after all of these years! Ali sends ibn Abbas (radi Allahu anhu), who’s now the governor in Al-Basra, to see to it that this person and those who are with him do not go into areas and places in this jurisdiction and kill people like they are doing. Now, these Khawarij are pursued by a force from Al-Basra until finally they are caught up with; there was some skirmish and then, hundreds of them were taken as prisoners of war. On their way to Al-Kufa, there’s a person who says wait a minute- now; I may be able to ransom these Muslims and he gave the commander of the Muslims who were in charge of these Khawarij his word that he will ransom them. He paid a small amount of money and he gave his word that he will pay the rest. So, they freed them. Then, when they arrived in Al-Kufa, Ali asked what developed or happened? He is told and so he communicates with this person, his name is Masqalah, and he tells him your word was that you will pay the rest of the amount that you are supposed to pay. This person says No! I’m not going to pay anything. We can cover this as a story, but this is not a story, this is a narrative of history and a political behavior that begs and demands our attention. What happened? This person who ransomed these Khawarij, (by the way- they belonged to the same tribal structure), was in touch with Muawiyah in Ash-Shaam and Muawiyah was trying to win him and use this internal opposition in Iraq against the Islamic leadership. When this Masqalah understands that his not going to be able to face up to the central authority in Kufa, he escapes or runs away to Ash-Shaam and joins Muawiyah and that camp. Ali said a statement or sentence concerning this man. He said what’s wrong with this person?! May Allah take him on- meaning Allah will take care of him. What he did was honorable by ransoming some Muslims, but what he wound up doing was dishonorable by running away like people who have been denied their freedom. Now, we begin to realize and detect that the renegades that grabbed power in Damascus, meaning Muawiyah and his camp- Amr ibn Al Aas and those who were with them- had something in common with the internal opposition that was in Southern Iraq and i.e. “my enemy’s enemy is my friend.” Even though the dissidents, these Khawarij that we are speaking about were as hostile to Muawiyah as they were to Ali. 
Now, a new development unfolds, and that is concerning Egypt. The governor at that time over Egypt was appointed by Ali, he was Qais ibn Saad ibn Ubadah Al Khazraji Al Ansari (radi Allahu anhu). Remember, Ansaar were excluded. They felt excluded and Ali wanted them to be included in the administration of the Islamic state. One of the decisions that was made to bring them in was to appoint the leader from the son of one of the two leaders of Al-Ansaar and that was Qais ibn Saad ibn Ubadah Al Ansari to be the governor of Egypt. When he was governor of Egypt, most of the people concurred or agreed that he be their governor, but their were some who had their doubts and could not see themselves governed by this person; so they were neutral or passive towards the governor that they had. Qais ibn Saad was a seasoned man and his approach with these types was to paddle soft with them and not take them on. Muawiyah wanted to know which side is Qais ibn Saad on, so he began to correspond with him and this governor of Egypt began to reply to this correspondence in a way that Muawiyah could not sense which side Qais is on. This is why we are not concerned with this king in the making- finally, what Muawiyah did was he forged a letter. In this letter, Muawiyah made it appear as if Qais ibn Saad wrote it to the people of Iraq and Ali and in it, Muawiyah says (making it appear as if Qais is saying this), that he wanted to show more understanding for the Uthmaniyah course- meaning for the grievances that were expressed by Muawiyah and his camp. This letter arrived in Al-Kufa and Ali was not fooled by this letter, but public opinion, once again, was influenced by the contents of this letter. Remember this public opinion that we are dealing with, it appears once again and it says that Qais ibn Saad should be relieved of his position as the governor of Egypt. Because of this, reluctantly, Ali relieves Qais of his position and he replaces him with Muhammed the son of Abi Bakr (radi Allahu anhu). There’s a contrast between Qais ibn Saad and Muhammed ibn Abi Bakr. Muhammed ibn Abi Bakr- number 1- was a young person. He wasn’t as mature, old and as seasoned as Qais was. He was more enthusiastic and inclined to use force against those Egyptians who were reluctant to acknowledge the governor of their own lands. Qais ibn Saad ibn Ubadah did not participate in the uprising against Uthman (radi Allahu anhu), Muhammed the son of Abi Bakr participated in that uprising against Uthman. These being the distinguishing features, Muhammed ibn Abi Bakr took on those inside of Egypt who would not express their loyalty to the administration on Egypt three times and in the three times, he did not succeed to score a military victory against these (what appeared to be) pro-Uthmani types. As a result of that, Ali replaced him with Malik ibn Ashtar An Nakhi. What do the people who are running the power show in Ash-Shaam – Amr ibn Al Aas and Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan- do? They managed to place poison into the food of Malik ibn Ashtar and poison him to death- another reason why what Muawiyah and Amr ibn Al Aas did is not an Islamic standard. These people were pursuing power; to  substantiate this point, in the correspondence between Muawiyah and Qais, their words turned harsh against each other. In one of these correspondence,  Muawiyah says about Qais you jew, the son of a jew and when Qais responds to him, he says you pagan son of a pagan who reluctantly entered into Islam and who voluntarily are leaving Islam. This is how these characters in Damascus were conducting themselves, whether it was vis-à-vis Al-Iraq or Misr, Egypt. What do you- we ask? Ali is in the middle of this- he realizes how his own public opinion is scattered and no longer willing to fight a good fight; they were war wary and combat fatigued, yet this was the population that we had. Should we learn from these types of Muslims or should we bury these details with our absence of attention or with our emotional attention?! This is what we have been doing for 1,400 years. What do you do now? What is the answer to Muslims who violently disagree with you? Is there any rationalization for this violence? Is or is the leader whose in-charge of the Islamic affairs not a public servant of those who he rules over and how far should he be responsive to the consensual opinion within his society. How far are those who have such a leader to pursue their opinion when they know it is contrary to the opinion and ijtihad of the Imam that rule over them? These are legitimate questions and timely concerns because… do you think we are far away from these issues? Remember, (so far) as we have been covering this territory, absolutely no one was speaking about ritualistic issues in Islam. No one ever brought up the issue of whether you’re praying with your hands in front of you or to your side; no one was creating an argument about how you are performing your wudhu and these other issues that now have become the defining issues but at that time they were no issues at all. These are the questions that we have to deliberate on and find answers to. Remember Allah’s words
And be patient for the oncoming of your Sustainer’s ruling and do not obey any of those who are morbid in their errors or in denial of Allah’s power
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

Don’t think that when we look at our own selves 1,300 or 1,400 years ago and consider the details of what we did, (even though sometimes they are difficult details), that we are failing ourselves- to the contrary, but not doing so we are failing ourselves. Do you know how hard it is to say that in Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan and Amr ibn Al Aas’ disagreement with Muhammed ibn Abi Bakr killed him and burnt him- they did that. But why did they do that? Let’s not get carried away with some traditional “holier-than-thou-attitude.” And let’s not fall victims of a simplified explanation to our history- these are intricate, complex and inter-woven details that have to be sorted out. We think we have enough information and goodwill among ourselves to sort it out. A Muslim who comes to you and presents these details to make you (whatever type of Muslim you are) feel guilty or ignorant is just adding fuel to the fire; when you come to these issues, you should feel informed, you should feel the experience that belongs to you and you should gain the insights from these events so that we’re not going to be crippled by the ignorance that lead us to civil strife in today’s world. Don’t we have rulers today who rule in the name of Allah and His Prophet? They say this is Islamic law and they are as related to Islam as the enemies of Islam are, yet they get away with it because we are bred on ourselves who rule over ourselves in the name of our common Islam and faith. They should not be able to get away with it any longer, but they will keep on getting away with it when they occupy our Masajid, usurp our holy lands and when they are in control of what we are supposed to and not supposed to think about. Allah endowed us with the ability to think so that we will block their attempts if we were not able to do that many years ago; we learn how to do that now.
