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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters on As-Siraat Al-Mustaqeem....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (16-07-2004)
FOLLOWERS OF ALLAH’S PROPHET (S)- ARE WE?!

One of those issues that have eroded many nations before us, and has its representation in the people around us, has been the issue of numbers. There’s not many people who agree with a certain position; there are not many supporters around to move on a certain plan of action and this places the average person in a frame of mind and in a psychology that should not be there if we are living in the presence of Allah. Today, there are inimical forces that are at work and they have a lot of numbers on their side- they don’t have Allah on their side but they have a lot of numbers on their side. We say that we are behaving and moving while the Prophet is our prototype- he taught us; explained things to us; showed us the way and did basically the same things we are required to do- so we are supposed to move in that direction. 
Let us begin with the Prophet in Makkah. How many supporters did he have? The establishment, the elites, the powers that be, the religious hierarchy, the average person- everyone was against him. He began with virtually no one on his side. We ask a person who wants to be fair to himself and accurate with his relationship to Allah’s Prophet: if you were in the Makkah of that time were you going to be a supporter of Allah’s Prophet when they are not actually many people around him; he doesn’t have any clout in his society and he is not an influential figure who can make major decisions that have their affect on the Makkan society? If all of that is the case, and understanding today’s mentality that is predominant among the Muslims, you will find very few Muslims of today who would be supporters of Allah’s Prophet when he was beginning and when virtually the whole world was against him. So let us be careful when we say we are following the Sunnah and the Seerah of Muhammad. Let us be careful when we say that because some of us may say it and we may be lying. 

Then, there was a heavy dose of persecution that accompanied his 13 years in Makkah and the committed few who were with him. If this type of persecution was to come our way are we willing to stand firm on our principle, even though we see “well numerically speaking there is not many of us, but numerically speaking there is a multitude of others who are against us?”- a similar condition that we have today. Those who live a principled Islam are outnumbered when we measure them to the numbers of those who are living against Islam- (whether it\s) in the name of Islam or in the name of Kufr- there’s many of them. 
In today’s world, there’s not only social pressure and the media that is placing lies and fabrications about us in the public eye, add to that there is also military pressure- this is a fact of life we have today. Would Allah’s Prophet the crumbling under military pressure? It took that fortified psychology in Makkah, in those 13 long, arduous years of struggle and jihad, to pave the way for the military years that were going to come after that, that were going to extract from every committed Muslim every last amount of patience that was available- which should bring us up to where we are today. Muslims today- look at the numbers around- huge numbers of people who say they want to take on this Islam and also to add a lethal challenge to all of this, they want to do so in a military sense. What does Allah say to us when it comes to these military issues? Does He want us to step aside and have all of the counter forces take over everywhere they want to or should we stand on principle? If we are challenged socially, psychologically, mentally, educationally or in whatever respect- we stand on principle. If we are challenged militarily, politically, ideologically, financially, we stand on principle. Allah in this regard says 
Certainly Allah has purchased from the committed Muslims their lives and their wealth in exchange for Jannah (Surah At-Taubah verse 111)
This is where we are. When you give yourself or your wherewithal to Allah, that’s what you get in exchange- you are getting Al-Jannah. You’re not getting a position, a green card, a Kafir citizenship- you’re not getting any of these things. When you are giving for Allah, He is giving you Al-Jannah. At a higher level of responsibility that means 
they fight for the cause and on the way to Allah and in the process they kill and they are killed (Surah At-Taubah verse 111)
Muslims of principle should have no qualms or questions about this issue. You will see how other Muslims behave. They hide behind excuses; they run away with lame justifications; they try to ignore the issue and when they are presented with it some of them just bow down with a defeated reality. This is unknown for those who are enlisted in the Qur’an and in the Prophet for Allah- unknown. Let us look at this fact of life when it was presented to us. Some of us say “OK- present your evidence; how did this work itself out in real life?” When Allah’s Prophet was at Uhud, the most turbulent time in Allah’s Prophet life and the most dangerous moments in his struggle, and there were these Muslims who were around who pledged to fight but when they saw that the Mushriks were gaining the upper hand, they began to leave. The Prophet was at that critical and most life threatening moment in his life time and he had- listen to this brothers and sisters, those of us who say we are with Allah and His Prophet; we should think a little more before we say that- when he was in that death defying moment, he had only seven. Remember, this is an army that began with several hundred. The Munafiqs peeled off on the way there; those who were assigned their permanent positions also got distracted by the spoils of war and the Mushriks made their assault physically on the position of Allah’s Prophet and who was there? Seven from the Ansaar and two from the Muhaajireen- that’s all there were. The Prophet of Allah, to encourage those who began to lose heart and momentum said who is going to defend us for having Al-Jannah? and another narrative says who is going to fight for us and he will be my companion in Al-Jannah? They fought one after the other- these individuals around him- sacrificing their lives. They knew the odds were tremendous and Allah wanted them to move to this brink of life and death; and the willingness and determination of Allah’s Prophet took the committed Muslims to that brink. Bring this reality inside the minds and to the attention of today’s Muslims- where would they be if these details were reproduced for them today?! Some of them would argue “wait a minute- we have to increase our military outputs. We have to develop a military industrial infrastructure; we have to have some type of military parity with the enemy; and on and on and on. They’re not saying this as a matter of principle, they are saying this because they want to run away from their duty and abandon their principle.

if there are twenty of you they will overcome 200 and if there is 100 of you they will vanquish 1,000 from Alladheena kafaru, because these kafirs are not in practical contact with reality, they don’t understand these dynamics (Surah Al-Anfaal verse 65)
The kafirs don’t understand them and we understand that, but if Muslims don’t understand these dynamics- this is something that is difficult for us to understand when we have been through this process before! This is nothing new. It is like history repeating itself. Today, when Muslims are face with those who have the numbers and the military industrial complex- they have it all- and the committed Muslims barely have anything, how are we behaving? This is how we are behaving. The governments and regimes that we are saddled with are busy trying to defuse the revolutionary impulse in the Muslims. They want to dispatch their Islamic scholars to argue against these meanings of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 
Do you want another example?! Al-Muata. This was a war that took place in the month of Jumada in the 8th year of the Hijra. Allah’s Prophet sent an emissary to the Roman ruler in the North of the Arabian Peninsula, in the area of the Holy land- what is known today as The Levant- Palestine, Jordan, Syria and these areas. This emissary or representative of Allah’s Prophet by the name of Harith ibn Umair Al Asdi (radi Allahu anhu) went. He communicated this Islam- you see, this is da’wah. People who speak about da’wah- what do they talk about?! Have Muslims go to da’wah in the less conspicuous areas. You know- go to some corner somewhere and whisper some words about Islam. Do we have these types of da’wah programs that can think about sending emissaries to rulers of the world? No! We don’t have any, because they are not meant to discuss or enter into that area. This is not the Sunnah of Allah’s Prophet. He sent a person who represented him to the ruler of a superpower in the North of Arabia and on his way back, the messenger of Allah’s Messenger was killed. Al Haarith Al Asdi was killed. This is the 1st time a messenger of Allah’s Prophet was killed. It happened later on, (but) this was the 1st incident of that sort. What are the Muslims going to do? Look- the Romans are a superpower; just like the United States in a superpower of today’s world- what are you going to do? Are you are going to take on this superpower? Even though the Muslims had made progress in striving the Arabia Peninsula which was one issue, but to think about fighting and doing war against a major power in the world at that time is tantamount to thinking about a military suicidal operation. Did the Prophet of Allah think about doing such a thing? Yes. He put together a force of 3,000 Muslim warriors. As far as the Muslims were concerned, this was the 1st time they could put together such a force on a military expedition into new territories. The Prophet of Allah said that three persons should command this force the first one is Zaid ibn Haaritha and if he were to be killed it would be Jaafar ibn Abi Taalib and if he were to fall in this battle then it will be Abdullah ibn Rawaha. Allah’s Prophet was inspired and he told this force and its leaders that the enemy is going to target the military command, meaning you three who are going to assume the banners. The commanders in those days were the ones who carried the banners, were fighting in the front and organizing the rest of the force. That was an indirect way of telling them you probably are going to get killed. When this Muslim force- remember, we’re talking about numbers; the whole Shaytaani termite that is working in today’s Muslim minds is that “well, we need numbers”; they’re not very much concerned with principle; they’re not very much concerned with Allah. What they are concerned with is the physical and material possessions that they have. Compare that to what we are talking about. This is supposed to be a precedent. This is supposed to show us how to behave in such circumstances. They go out to an area which is roughly today what is called Jordan and all of a sudden they estimate the counter/kafir force- they see 100,000 Romans and they look again and they see 100,000 of the locals who were from that general area, who were predominantly Christian Arabians at the time. That’s 200,000. The Muslims look at themselves and say look, we’re only 3,000 here and look at what we have out there? We have a force of 200,000 and it’s not only 200,000 of a force that’s equivalent to us in our military procurements, they have more then what we have by far- there’s no comparison. What do you do? What does an average human being do? What do you think you would do if you were in that condition? Your human nature and their human nature responds in the same way. (You would) say “wait a minute, here, we should send a message to Allah’s Prophet and advise him of this discrepancy at the battle front. That’s what they said, and almost all of them agreed on doing so and one of them stepped up and said wait a minute here. You are trying to avoid what we were sent to encounter. Allah’s Prophet put us on this mission and we know that we are on our way to Allah, so what are you trying to do here? Are you trying to avoid your responsibilities? When he spoke forcefully like that, it dawned upon them- Allah’s Prophet gave them this assignment and they should do Allah’s will in this circumstance. They arranged themselves and the two armies met. What happened after they met? The Mushriks, the all out anti-Islamic force saw the commitment, sacrifices, motivation, high morale and the discipline of these committed Muslims and that threw them on the psychologically defensive side of warfare. They had to defend themselves against a fierce force that shows not one moment of retreat. How did the Muslims show this resolve and this concrete military movement?  The 1st commander, Zaid ibn Haaritha (radi Allahu anhu), took his position and fought valiantly until he lost his life. This was in front of tens of thousands of warriors who could see this happen. Then the 2nd commander, Jaafar ibn Taalib (radi Allahu anhu), who had experienced two Hijras and who the Prophet sent as a message to those who were around, in this growing Islamic society, that he is not unwilling to send even some of his blood to participate in what is called today an istishhaadi operation. He fought until he lost his 1st arm and then he fought until he lost his 2nd arm and then he fought until he lost his life. Then Abdullah ibn Rawaha (radi Allahu anhu)- exactly as what the Prophet instructed them to do- assumed command of this military force. He also fought until he became a shaheed. Then what did the Muslims do? The three commanders who Allah’s Prophet assigned are now gone- in front of them. They spontaneously gave the banner to just to one of them- an average person. This person, in just a few moments ago said I can’t take it, I am not fit for this position. In those dangerous, life threatening moments of warfare common sense prevailed- Khaalid ibn Waleed (radi Allahu anhu) who had a career of military experience was spontaneously given it by the Muslims. “Hey, this is a military commander; true he fought against Muslims for all this time and now the Islamic leadership is gone, he has the experience give it to him”- which they did. Then, he began to put his military experience onto the battlefield. He rearranged the right flank and the left flank. He gave the enemy the impression that the Muslims were receiving reinforcements- new troops were coming in. This incoherent force of 200,000 began to crack. Some of them began to leave the war fronts. When 3,000 Muslims faced off against 200,000 Mushriks, what was the final casualty numbers of the Muslims? 12 and there were hundreds if not thousands of these Mushriks who were killed there. It wasn’t a total victory for the Muslims but it wasn’t a defeat neither. Whether it was an issue of defeat or victory was not going through the minds of those Muslims who were following the course of Allah? These dynamics are part of real life when Allah is part of our real life. 

There is no thirst, no exhaustion and no hunger that we are inflicted with; we do not go into new territories, we do not inflict harm, casualties and damage on the enemy except that Allah will register all of this as our good deeds. (Surah At-Taubah verse 120)

This is the motivation that was part of the psychology that Allah’s Prophet brought into existence. It is said- in this encounter- that because of the fierce warfare that the commanders showed the enemies, they ruined seven or eight or nine of their own swords. This armed military expeditionary force of the Muslims returned to Al-Madinah. In terms of the Israeli mindset- remember, this same scenario presented itself to the followers of Musa (alaih salaam). There they were. They looked around (and said) there’s only a few of us. We can’t; it’s impossible to come out of this war as winners. They said we are not going to fight. In today’s world, when we bring to bare the same mindsets that calculates the same details, we have Muslims today who will tell you, “you know, this is impossible. We cannot put up with these forces that have come together against us.” This is not the way Allah’s Prophet behaved and it is not the way those who were with him behaved. There were times, intervals, interventions and those moments in those days of the failure of human nature- that existed. There were individuals around who could not carry their assignment to the end. The Muslim rank and file was perforated with Munafiqeen- that was a fact of life. The enemies had more firing or striking power than the Muslims- that is a fact of life- but because the Muslims were Muslims of principle, that did not deter these committed Muslims from their responsibilities and assignments.

You have an ayah in the encounter of two opposite warring camps. (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 13)
You have an ayah, what does an ayah mean? It means you have a demonstration of Allah’s Presence in humans doing His will- that’s an ayah.

There is two armies facing off a military front. One of them is fighting for Allah and the other denying Allah. They see them twice their numbers with their own eyes. (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 13)
Today, this fact is at work- we’re not talking history only. Today, the superpower of our time is at war against this grain of Allah’s Prophet demonstrated in those who are willing to go the nine yards fi sabilillah. What do these people who are watching see? 
They see the forces that are against them are twice their numbers.(Surah Ahl-Imran verse 13)
(Take a) look at what they are saying in the past week, month, year or decade. Their voices are coming through loud and clear.  They tell us- this is not a quote from any Muslim, this is from their mouths- there hasn’t been a time when the United States has been hated in the world as it is today. There hasn’t, been in the history of this country, as much hostility towards the United States as there is in the world today. This is not because some people have the numbers. They have jum’ah prayers and they have thousands coming to these jum’ah prayers. What are they dwelling on? None of these issues. The privilege of this fact coming to life belongs to those who are on the war path of Allah and His Prophet- whether they are the shaheeds of the past 20 or 30 years or the shaheeds in the making of today and tomorrow. (It is) courtesy of them that we have these ayaat coming to light.

and how many times did it happen that those who are numerically less scored a victory against those who were numerically more, by Allah’s permission, and indeed Allah is with those who are patient with Him in these types of circumstances (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 249)
Masharal mu’mineen…

The cacophony of politics, the deliberate misleading information of the media and the rest of the structure that we are located in mentally and psychologically is meant specifically to dislocate us from Allah and His Prophet. Almost everything that is being said is calculated and calibrated to place a distance between us and our Allah-given responsibilities. The prime exemplification of this is demonstrated by those who rule Makkah and Al-Madinah. Brothers and sisters- the whole 23 years of the Prophet’s divine mission on earth was to free Makkah and Al-Madinah- which he did successfully. We spent our whole life times for centuries not paying attention to the Prophet’s life time accomplishment. If Makkah and Al-Madinah are repossessed by Mushriks and Kafirs, it becomes our primary duty to liberate it from them. All of this history, around which we try to formulate our lives is centered on the fact that Makkah is ours. What do we do when Makkah is no longer ours as is the case nowadays? That un-Islamic, non-Islamic and anti-Islamic Saudi Arabia is a disgrace not only to the Muslims but to humanity. Last week (some of you are not aware and many are not aware) they put a Sri Lankan woman in the public square and they chop off her head. We don’t know the details of this type of barbaric action by people who do not qualify to do such things. They say that there are rings of smugglers inside of Arabia and it turns out that these smugglers are oppressed people. Invariably they come from India, or Pakistan sub-continent, Sri Lanka or from African countries. These are the ones who deserve this type of harsh penalty and the princes, the royalty and the kings of that land are not involved in mega crimes? (Are) you just smart or powerful enough to apply selective justice on those poor African and Asians who can’t have lawyers or legal experts to defend them and who can’t have a fair trial, but if you have some European or American who has blue eyes, is blonde and fair skinned, then you have their governments intervening; when was the last time anyone of you heard of these who are boot-legging inside of Arabia and smuggling drugs inside the holy lands have their heads was chopped off in the public square?! This is the travesty called Saudi Arabia. Now, we have some mouths for foul purposes who are trying to criticize some of their own. Will the day come when Fahd or Abdullah will appear in a world court as war criminals?! They were behind financing these bloody wars- civil, external, territorial, religious and ethnic- in the past three decades in that area of the world. These are war criminals, but those souls and individuals who have a Muslim shell but have a Munafiq or Kafir heart don’t have the courage and morale to see things in this light and to cast their visions in this range because they read the Qur’an with sleepy minds and they recite the Qur’an with dull hearts.
