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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=5 (9-29-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 45
WOMENS STATUS- PART 3

One of the important segments of mankind that has been deemed powerless are our women. It is apt to take a closer look at the status of women through the enlightening information that has come to us from the Creator, the Initiator and the Fashioner of our lives and our interactive behavior in this life. Many times we run into strict and sometimes illogical behavior that camouflages itself in Islam. And sometimes we run into a behavior that is illogical in as far as trying to bend and twist and mal-form Islam to fit what are supposed to be the standards and values of modernity. We invite those who are in a shell of uniformed tradition, those who are exposed to the deviations of modernity and Westernization and ourselves to the table spread of Allah. We will continue to try to place in front of our eyes and in the presence of our mind this information that has come to us from Allah so that we may have enough will power and courage to admit to the rights and to the right position and status of women- our mothers, our sisters and our daughters, among us. 
First, as a continuation of the previous khutbahs, there is a balance of rights and responsibilities between husband and wife, between male and female. Allah says (this ayah as well as others should be in our minds every time they take target and try to shoot down the values and standards of Allah and His Prophet) regarding the equilibrium of rights and responsibilities pertaining to women, 
And they, (meaning women), have that which is equivalent to what is in imposed on them, (in other words), they have rights that are parallel to their responsibilities (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 228)

If we were to look at life as a bundle of rights on one side and a bundle of responsibilities on the other side, it is wrong to give women more rights than their responsibilities and it is equally wrong to place more responsibilities on them than they have rights- if Allah is telling us this, and we look at the rights and the responsibilities of the world around, how come we see an imbalance? Why is it in the majority of cases we find that women have a disproportionate amount or responsibilities and a diminishing amount of rights? This violates this ayah.
There is another issue that is almost always triggered when someone is speaking about social Islam. People who are ignorant or malicious to Islam say, ‘how come Muslim men are permitted to marry more than one wife?’ Almost always this issue is brought up and they throw it in our face and those of us who have no knowledge of Allah and His Prophet and no thinking relationship with the Qur’an and the Sunnah, stand exposed- they have no disciplined and principled answer. We say to them that Allah has regulated this issue of multiple equal marriages. This is not an issue of polygamy. They want to draw us into their definition of things- this is where a confident Muslim mind and psychology is needed. Allah says, and the ayaat go on but the gist of it is here. The approach here is a social one.

If you as a society fear that you are not going to be able to be fair to orphans… (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 3)

This Islamic society that we are trying to build is like every society on Earth, it has its widows and it has its orphans. So Allah is telling us that if we as a society are fearful that we’re not going to be able to offer the orphans what is entitled to every other child who has a father and a mother… (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 3)

An orphan doesn’t have a father- at this time when there is a social fear of this, then a law, a provision or a procedure is opened up. 
Then you marry what pleases you of women…(Surah An-Nisa’ verse 3)

The wording of this ayah is not you marry a second wife or a third wife- Fankihu maa Taaba Lakum min al-Nisaai Ukhraa wa Thalitha wa Rabi’a. There’s a deliberate sense of equality and fairness. Mathna, meaning your second marriage, with all that went into it of emotions, willingness and without objections. The same thing for the third- a third equivalent and at a same par marriage without any internal objection because when you marry your first wife, there was not another wife to object to it. Here when you marry the second wife, the first one cannot object to it. If she objects it is not going to be, Mathna; and if one or two object, it is not going to be Thulath; and if one, two or three object, it’s not going to be Ruba. So here, Al-Nisa’, women has a qualifier and that is the orphans, which makes women, here, widows- it’s not just anyone. You don’t go and pick anyone you want to marry- just like right now the license is among the general Muslim public who have been alienated from the Qur’an and its meanings and also from the necessities and the needs of society. They don’t understand it from this area and they don’t understand it from that. Then, Allah says, 
…if you fear you are not going to do justice to the combination of women together, then you remain with one. (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 3)

There are a couple of indirect meanings that are included in this ayah. The first one is the usage of the word Tuqseetu and then the word Ta’deelu. In the un-practicing Muslim mind, these are roughly the same meaning and they are roughly the same meaning but they are fine-tuned and this is where we fall short. When Allah used the word, Tuqseetu, He was speaking about social justice and when He spoke about, Ta’deelu, He was speaking about personal justice. So if we can from now on pay a little more attention to these words in the Qur’an. Then there’s another ayah that says, 
You will not be able to be able to do justice to women, even if you try your best. (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 3)

So this is also a precaution for those who may want to contribute to social justice to think twice before they violate personal justice. But when we are dumped with this issue, do we think out these meanings so that we can confidently plough through this field? Regrettably not many of us can do that. 
Another issue that is brought to our attention concerning women is the issue of Talaaq, divorce. We look around in our world and we should be proud that Allah has regulated divorce. Our values and our standards eclipse the values and standards of a tormented social fabric around us. Instead of us going on the offensive and taking a look at the way they behave in putting together a family or tearing a family apart, which is what they do, we, (the short-comers) take a look at our own regulation of this and we cannot stand up with confidence and say Allah has given women in the household, when they are married the right of the dissolving of the marriage to be regulated. It’s not up to some whimsical husband to come and annul a marriage. Allah says, 
Divorce is a two-step process. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 229)

It occurs twice which means if this relationship of husband and wife, upon which a society is constructed and consolidated is frail and coming apart, it’s not done so abruptly and recklessly. It has to stand the test of time. It has to be proven. That is why there is the issue of Idda involved. A woman has been dignified by having an Idda, a concept not known to those who are not privileged with Allah and His Prophet. There is a three-cycle period, (whether they are three full cycles of a woman’s monthly cycle or whether they are three months without going into these nitty-gritty details which amount to a couple of days difference), when a Talaaq is intended. This Talaaq has to withstand these three cycles and not only once but twice- that’s why the ayah says, 
Divorce is a two-step process. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 229)

Now after this if there is still the emotional thrust and the passionate detachment from each other then Allah says- now both sides have arrived at the defining moment
at that time after these emotions have been probed through this time period in their depth, you can resume a merit or each can go their merry way, (as it were) (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 229)

When we read or understand something like this, why do we have some of us feel as if we are the weaker side of social concepts in this world? It’s because it’s an indicator that we ourselves are at a distance from what Allah is telling us. Does a divorced woman have any rights? Is she left to a material society? Is she left to paternalistic tribalism? Or does Allah speak to this area once we have a Mutallaqah, a divorced wife or a widow. What does Allah say, 
If you had your wives divorced you cannot, (the Qur’anic word is) muscle them out of reattaching themselves to their husbands. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 229)

Meaning a divorced wife has all the right in the world to return to her divorcee if that’s what she wants to do. I will leave it at that. 
Now, for this divorced wife, what if there’s a baby, an infant who is being breastfed? Are there any rights involved here? Allah says, 
Mothers are to breastfeed their suckling babies two yearly cycles, for those who want to complete the breastfeeding period. And for the man who has begotten this baby, his responsibility is to provide and to clothe in a manner that is relative, pertinent and fair- Bil Ma’ruf (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 233)

You can’t also tell a father you are expected to spend such-and-such money when that is not within his means.
What if there’s a decision to be made about when? For those who don’t want to go through the two full yearly cycles of breast feeding and they want to cut it short, 12 months, 15 months, 9 months, whatever the case may be, how is that done? Is it done in a dictatorial fashion? We want to know what laws we have on the book today that are equivalent to or parallel with such moral and legal learnings and teachings that we have in front of us here when we are dealing with an infant that can’t speak for itself. How is that to be determined? By the mother? By the father? And the answer, dig into the laws and the morals in society around, do you find any satisfying answer for this?  Allah has an answer and says, 
If they want to discontinue breastfeeding, that decision is made as a matter of both husband and wife, father and mother’s agreement and satisfaction. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 233)
Then we come to- and this is a little sensitive for some Muslims, (remember we’re referring here to Allah’s words- we’re not dealing with the scholars, the fine print and the fine tuning)- the issue of a woman, a Muslimah looking good, presentable, fair, even attractive. I know this is sensitive to some brothers and sisters who are going to hear this. What happens if we have some Muslim woman, a wife, who’s divorced? Her husband and she have gone through the process and now it’s finalized. She’s in her own world alone and he’s in his. How does Allah speak to this issue? Or even in the case of a widow who has become a widow not by way of divorce but her husband died, on the warfront, in an accident, whatever the case may be. She now is alone. How is she going to socially present herself? Listen to that- especially the cobweb type of Muslims who can’t think. This is an ayah that should be reverberating in our public mind. What is this ayah saying? Those of you who pass on, who’ve been given their full measure of life and Allah has taken their soul, (so to speak), and they leave behind spouses, their wives, they maintain a suspended time period of four months and ten days, this is the time period in which they cannot marry. Once these widowed wives pass that time period, (around 130 days), Allah says, they carry no misdemeanor or felony if these widowed wives were to present themselves with a picture or an image or a feature that is attractive. But it shouldn’t be outlandish, exaggerated or phony because Allah says, Bil Ma’ruf. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 234)
I’ll repeat this last sentence in the ayah because it is extremely important in bringing down the concrete or the cemented minds that some of us have. Our women should not be excluded from society and they should not be un-presentable. It’s their right to be attractive but not attractive to lead to sin- the moderate attraction that will secure for them a husband, Bil Ma’ruf. Because sometimes when we try to get rid of the unthinking minds sometimes we run into minds that have diarrhea. They want to take this and say, ‘Look women can dress…’ and then they’ll present their own views on this. They’ll try to legitimize the undoing of the Hijab and undoing the modesty of Muslimaat, Mu’minaat, Hafidhaat, Muhsanaat. All of these are qualifiers of a woman Bil Ma’ruf. 
What happens from time to time in society is we have some husbands who are suspicious about their wives, but they can’t prove a thing. They don’t have evidence or witnesses- they just have a very strong suspicion. If that suspicion is so strong in them, they can bring this matter to court and accuse their wives in court of infidelity or fornication. Allah has given them the right to do that. Ok, if they can do that, what is the position of a woman, the wife? Is she going to be railroaded in court? Listen to this ayah and how the strength of a husband’s testimony against his very wife is matched by the strength of the counter testimony of his wife against him. These are Allah’s words,

And those husbands who accuse their wives, and they have no witnesses and no proof for what they are saying except their own selves, then what is required here is for him to pronounce his accusatory in the form of a testimony four times that he is telling the truth. And the fifth testimony is that Allah’s curse and damnation is on him if he is telling a lie. (Surah An-Nur verse 6-7)

What happens here? There’s a judge, there’s informed public opinion. Here’s the part that somehow escapes our man-centered Islam. 
she will be spared the punishment and the torment of such an accusation if she, the wife herself bears testimony, repeats four times that he is telling a lie and the fifth testimony is that Allah’s curse and damnation is on her if he is telling the truth. (Surah An-Nur verse 8-9)
For those who come and say that in an Islamic society a man’s word is above a woman’s word, you tell them where did you get that from. The information we have in the Qur’an, in our holy reference is no, their words are equal to each other in a court of law. 
And then we have the issue of inheritance, this is another accusation they throw against Muslims. ‘Well you Muslims give men twice what women get when it comes to inheriting some deceased person.’ First of all, there’s no doubt about it, the principle of inheritance is there. 
Men have a share of what is going to become an estate or an inheritance and so do women, (with the same wording). (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 7)
But the problem comes when they come and tell us (and this is also true) that men get two shares and women get one share. And then the ayah says, 
a male has the proportion that belongs to two females (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 11)

In other words if we are going to look at the total inheritance in thirds, there’s one boy and one girl, (to make it simple), the boy gets two thirds and the girl gets one third and this proportion or percentage is the general rule and it applies to any number of children, male or female. But this is a general rule. They come and ask, ‘If you Muslims believe everyone is equal,’ and we do, ‘then why do you apportion twice as much for a boy, for a brother than you do for his sister?’ As simple as the answer is to that, as complicated its understanding becomes because we believe in equality of male and female and whichever position in the family that they are in, but we don’t believe that a male and a female are equal in a sense that a male is a female and a female is a male. We believe they are equal while they compliment each other. We don’t believe their equality is going to come from one of them becoming the other or both of them losing their distinction and becoming something else. And the problem that irritates many people is- absent the complementary nature between male and female, everyone’s asking “where’s equality?” If you complement each other you will discover where equality is, but if you don’t want to complement each other; you’re going to lose sight of this equality. 
Women participated in the Hijrah. Insha-Allah we’ll come to these issues in the future, drawing on practical events in the time of Allah’s Prophet. This is an overview from the Qur’an about these issues. Are women, our mothers, our sisters, our daughters, going into political asylum, looking for political refuge? Yes, this is an ayah. Do you follow? 
Those who have been brought to the time of expiration while they were doing injustice or mistreating themselves in this life, they were asked, “what were you in when you were in this world? What was your condition?” They said we were oppressed in this world. Was not Allah’s land as wide enough for you to seek political, economic or social refuge or asylum somewhere else? (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 97)

So they had no excuse. These people who are feigning the lack of power, as the ayah tells us, they are trying to use that as an excuse. They were trying to use that as an excuse because the answer to them was, well Allah’s land is immeasurable. If you’re a Mustad’af here, you can go somewhere else, 
except if you are truly Mustad’af- if you’re a man, woman, or child (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 98)

Those women who are not Mustad’af have to feel the duty and responsibility of a Hijra when it is due- it is not just for men. And as I said we will come to these details later.

Allah says, 
O you who are committed to Allah, if committed Muslim women come to you, you test their Imaan by giving them the privilege of the Hijra. (Surah Al-Mumtahanah verse 10)

Fantahinuhunna, you test them through a Hijra. Today’s way of conventional Muslim thinking says ‘no, no we exempt our sisters from that.’ Now where do you get that from? No one’s exempt from this Hijra when it is due- no brother, no sister, no child except if they are truly Mustad’af. That’s why the exception is mentioned in the ayah. 
We always use the words, Al Amr bil Ma’ruf wal Nahi ‘an il-Munkar. One of the most testing responsibilities in life is Al Amr bil Ma’ruf” and “al Nahi ‘an il-Munkar. This is a responsibility now that not even men want to be involved in. The masculine type of Muslim men want to be exempted from Al Amr bil Ma’ruf wal Nahi ‘an il-Munkar. And what is the ayah saying? 
Committed Muslim men and women are supporters and allies of each other as they do…(Surah At-Taubah verse 71)

As they do what? Yamuroona bil Ma’rul wa Yanhawna ‘an il-Munkar. This means that the task of Al Amr bil Ma’ruf and al Nahi ‘an il-Munkar needs both men and women in a relationship of Wilaaya.

As we try to bring these meanings closer to your memory, there’s one of the short surahs that indicates that women were exposed to torture because of their involvement in Al Amr bil Ma’ruf wal Nahi ‘an il-Munkar. In a relatively short surah, in Surat ul-Buruj, Allah says, hopefully this is in your memory. So we find in this context when committed Muslims were brought to torture chambers, this has a history, the torture was immense but it wasn’t exclusive. Why? Because Mu’minoon and Mu’minaat were involved. Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims. With Allah’s supervision and with the words and the knowledge that come with Him, we will keep on pursuing this issue of women and men, so that going to the source material, the book of Allah and the Messenger of Allah, we will not feel reactive, inferior or guilty when it comes to these issues that are thrown at us as if the people throwing these issues at us are doing justice in their own lives. We can turn this the other way around but we have to be grounded in the book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger.

Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…

Sometime back, they had a segment on one of the satellite TV programs Al-Jazeera in which they featured the Islamic center here in Washington D.C. Towards the end of this one-hour program called “Min Washinton,” “From Washington,” they spoke very briefly about the Jum’ah that has been here in the street for over 23 and ½ years, but the way it was presented in the end was unfair to the matter and to the subject. The program ended by the imposed official, the Imam in the Center saying that we are welcome to go and to pray in the Center. This of course is to an audience of tens of millions of people. 
The whole truth was not expressed. It’s partially true that we are free to go to the Center and pray but is it true that we are free to go and speak to each other in the Center? That’s what they told us we are free not to do. Besides, they have a Baha’i Savaki who’s in charge of their security in their center. And the interior minister of their country said “we are the only Salafi state in the world. Ok you say you have a Salafi state that you are proud of and you have a non-Muslim who’s in charge of your security there and at the same time you force Muslims to pray in the street and then you tell millions of Muslims that these Muslims are free to come and pray in the Masjid. This is how they lie. We are not shy from expressing the truth of this matter. We are open to speaking about it without any censorship. In the program that was aired last week, they even censored some of the answers we gave which were very short; they censored an already short answer.
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