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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (12-12-1999)
ALLAH WANTS TO FAVOUR THE POWERLESS
Allah says in this ayah that we are all accustomed to hearing discloses the will of Allah. It tells us, (and whoever is willing to listen and whoever is listening while involved and engaged in the facts of life)- this is Allah who is speaking; the Most High says
We want to favor those who have been disenfranchised, dispossessed of power or who are powerless in the World… (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)
Allah’s attention is on those who don’t have power because He wants His will to come to fruition among these types of people. Allah wants to privilege those who are powerless in the world. This is not an ayah that is peculiar to the Arabians of 1,400 years ago; this is not an ayah that was revealed to us about the status of Bani Isra’eel when they were in Egypt and had no power; this is an ayah to speak about those who were powerless in Egypt thousands of years ago, those who were powerless in Arabia hundreds of years ago, those who are powerless in our generation and lifetime and those who are powerless in the years to come. Allah says to this powerless of segment of humanity that He wants to favor it and He wants it privileged. But, we have a problem with those who read this ayah and then, after they read it, they don’t want to take note of the mustad’afs or powerless people in the world. There are people who read this ayah and the other complementary ayaat in the Qur’an and they don’t want to be reminded of the powerless people in Africa, Asia or here, in America. They want their attention where power is and Allah is placing their attention where there is no power! When Allah is saying this to you and me- us who have no power- He means it. He meant it to the Muslims who 1st heard these ayaat- they were powerless nomads in the Peninsular who did not know the difference between camphor and salt! People who did not attract the attention of anyone else in the world; no one wanted to think about them. In the world of those days, (when) you speak about the Arabian of the Arabian Peninsular, and it’s a non-subject; similar to speaking nowadays about, probably, the Tutsis in Africa; in that gobbled and besotted mind of the materialistic individual, that’s not an issue that he/she wants to listen to, but that’s where Allah’s attention is. These unknowns in the public mind and these people who are struggling from day-to-day just to exist- Allah is saying He wants to favor them. In what way? What does this ayah go on to say? 

… We want to render and make of them- through their own efforts… (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)
Allah doesn’t make of anyone anything if they are watching or if they are away from the challenges and hardships of real life! 

… leaders and inheritors when they are involved. (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)
So, when the 1st Muslim generation listened to Allah’s words, they wanted to become involved and listen to Allah only; everything else was noise. They listened to Him in such a manner that their behavior stands to dictate as a model. As an example to how they were listening to Allah and were not listening to the noise around; (in the time of) one of the successors to the Prophet, there was a delegation from one of the neighboring countries in the Arabian Peninsular- a high powered delegation (with) officials of high standards and rank- and they wanted to come and speak to this Muslim ruler and they were told you will more than likely find him in the Masjid. You have to realize that they went there with power; they had military forces, money, striking power and political power- they went to meet this ruler of the Muslims and they approached the Masjid and asked for him. Someone pointed out that is he. They looked at that human being who had just taken off his garment, placed it under his head and was lying down. They said where’s his guards?! He had no guards! (They said) where are the officials around him?! He had no officials around him. They wanted to speak to him and as they were in this discussion among themselves, he woke up and said who do we have? Who are you? They replied who they were. Imagine a delegation nowadays from America going to a “Muslim leader” (as they style themselves), who is the Muslim leader who is in the Masjid sleeping on his garment? We want to ask “are these models that were produced by the 1st generation of Muslims who were listening to Allah’s words?” Can they be duplicated? 20 years ago, we had a thrust of Islamic determination say “yes- it can be duplicated.” A leader of the Muslims had nothing but his mat, his little radio transmitter or receiver and humble possessions around- nothing much to speak of; and, we have a ruler in the Arabian Peninsular itself… Remember- these 1st prototypes of Islam came to our attention from that 1st generation of Muslims around the Prophet; this model was not listening to what’s in the public mind and how you’re supposed to look when “dignitaries”, (you see, there’s cracks in the language that they use; they want to draw your attention away from what Allah is drawing your attention to), “Dignitaries!” What dignitaries! These are not dignitaries, these are crooks and thieves! What do you say about the ruler in the Arabian Peninsular- Kind Fahd himself who’s wealth is estimated to be $20 million! Compare that ruler to the rulers that the Muslims had in the 1st generation of the Prophet. In the year in which the Muslims were affected by a year of drought, in which there was scarcely any rainfall, and there were Muslims who were hungry; if the Muslims were hungry on the public level, that means that their leader should be hungry at the state level. He said if the Muslims are eating that, that is what I should be eating. He compared himself with those whop he is ruling; those who he is ruling are setting the standards for him! He went for 6 months eating exactly what the normal Muslim would eat. Where do we find Muslim rulers today who feel the condition of the Muslim subjects and want to live at that level? This is what happens when Muslims are listening to the Qur’an as they were in the generation of the Prophet and when they are not listening to the Qur’an as they are today! Some of them don’t even want to listen to the Qur’an and the Prophet when you remind them of what the Qur’an and the Prophet was saying i.e. when ash shahadah was the ideal possession of any Muslim. Today, barely anyone wants to mention ash shahadah. We can remember during the imposed war during the 1st chapters of Islam reproduced in our generation and time. Let’s give you a concrete example of what we mean…

In the time of the Prophet, when there was voluntary recruitment to go to the war front, we had young Muslims- meaning in their early teens- wanting to go to the warfront and on occasion the Prophet would exclude them because he would tell that that you’re too young. One of them, ibn Abi Waqqa who was in his young teens tried to hide behind the others as they were preparing to go to the warfront and he was brought to the Prophet. The Prophet to him you are exempt; you are too young; you don’t have to go to the war front. Listen to what this young lad says, (this happens when Muslims listen to Allah and don’t listen to the distracting sounds around), he says ash shahadah is a privilege and honor, and I want to be privileged by becoming a shaheed. Why should anyone deny me that privilege and honor? This was politely saying to the Prophet why should you O Prophet of Allah be denying me something that is offered to the rest? I want it also. And, as tender as the heart of the Prophet was, he didn’t say to him but you can gain it later; wait a few years. He saw the sincerity in that person to go and give his life for Allah and he permitted him to go and that individual became a shaheed- the same thing took place in our lifetime. There was a war front and there were young individual Muslims going to the war front, but why did we have the noise around? The mainstream media- aswaat ash shayateen- what were the Shaytaani mouth-pieces saying? “Look at how savage Islam is! Young people are dying at the war front!” Yes- Islam is savage if the world is everything; because that person lost his life- that’s how they think. We don’t think like that?! We know that going to the war front is a stepping stone to eternity and ever-lasting life. 

And don’t consider those who have died for the cause of Allah as being dead, for they are alive in the presence of their Sustainer, with the privileges and the honour, and with the sustenance that is offered to them. (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 169)
But you see, Allah is presenting us with an offer, and because we have in our make-up too much materialism and jahiliyyah that flows in our conscious and subconscious that some of us begin to think “yes- well, don’t they have a point when they say such things!?” When these kuffaar churn our their negative propaganda against probably or of the best human beings on earth. The Prophet in this regards says I would wish to have become a shaheed and then resurrected again to go back and be killed again and then resurrected again to be killed again. Why? Because of the value and accomplishment of this; and today, because of this noise, propaganda and publicity against shahadah… This was not an idle concept in the course of the imposed war on the Muslims. Make no mistake about it- there is a war on the Muslims today- what do you say (about) yesterday (when) the Secretary of State of the United States goes to the Mayor of Washington DC, and they discuss how to fortify and protect and secure the State Department at Washington DC. Why would they be discussing security at the State Department in the heart of the Capital in Washington if it were not for their belligerent attitude towards the Muslims? Why would they be recalling their nationals/civilians from Ethiopia and Eritrea if they don’t have an extended war on their mind in that part of the world? They had recruited the government of Ethiopia and Eritrea in a war at different sorts and levels against an Islamic determination in Sudan. Their puppet, Ethiopia is considered on the American side and Eritrea is considered on the Israeli side. There’s more American influence in Ethiopia and more Israeli influence in Eritrea and both of these were/are considered at a state of war against Islamic determination in Sudan. They are the types no one wants to look at- just like the Arabians 1,400 years ago; no one wanted to look at them; just speaking of them would harm a person’s esteem and lower his prestige and that’s what we have today. If someone wanted to speak about Islamic reinstatement, determination and revival in Sudan, Iran, Southern Lebanon or Occupied Palestine, then that’s an issue not to be breached in public. If you want to speak about these people, you speak about them in private, not in public. In the meantime, there are politicians, diplomats and agents and a whole world of activity that is spelled out in bloodshed in countries in Africa, Asia and even where Muslims exist in Europe- geography is no protection for Muslims- their blood is shed also on European soil. A few years ago we had the saga of Bosnia, then we watched a tragedy unfold in Kosova; should we go far away? Even in Washington DC, Muslims are not permitted by the force and power that they have to go into the Islamic Centre and if there is a neutrality or no bad feelings towards Muslims, then why come and tell some Muslims “you cannot go into the Islamic Center in Washington DC” as has been the case for the past (26) years, (starting 27 years next month; we fall into that category of powerless Muslims). But, we are proud to be powerless Muslims in the eyes of this world and powerful Muslims in the eyes of Allah- that’s where we are; this is our status. To them, who are these on the side of the street? To some of them who are inebriated- almost intoxicated as they go by- our voice may seem like a frog- that’s how far away they are. Even though they are physically just a few yards away, but on the other hand, there is Allah who keeps watch over those who are powerless. In the Battle of Mu’ta, (there was) around 3,000 Muslims, (that’s there number, no more than that), were facing between 100,000 and 200,000 of the enemy. The Romans had come with their arms, divisions, battalions and all the rest of this, and here were the Muslims, (take) a look at them and their bodies- they’re weak; we’re not talking about muscular individuals in the Arabian Peninsular or images of Hercules; we’re talking about those who would be dismissed as “flesh and bones” and then, 3,000 of them see all of this force. (Figure in your mind 3,000 watching around 150,000 troops with the latest weapons) and here you are, you only have your determination- there’s nothing else- it’s your determination to listen to Allah and have Allah listen to you- that’s all there is. Then, the leader or commander of this Islamic armed force Abdullah ibn Rawaha (radi Allahu anhu) look s around and he needs advice. Should he enter into a war of disproportion? He listens to the troops that are with him, and they say yes, Islam never gained as foothold, victory or triumph because of superior numbers or military weapons- never. This is our role in history and it is our predicament and destiny provided we are listening to Allah when he says.
We want to favor those who have been disenfranchised, dispossessed of power or who are powerless in the World and We want to render and make of them- through their own efforts- leaders and inheritors when they are involved. (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)
This is how we qualify to be A’immah and Al Waaritheen. There’s no short cuts or dodging this issue, we have to step up to these positions the way that favored generation stepped up to those positions and we have to know that Allah is with those who are with Him. 
Allah protects those who are committed to Him (Surah Al Hajj verse 38)
Allah wants to establish and stabilize our foot steps on this Earth and in this World… (Surah Al Qassas verse 5)
This is done when all the odds seem to be against us. Are you ready for that? Are you ready to take a position in which you’re only listening to Allah? When that’s your state of mind, they call you a fanatic and you become a terrorist, fundamentalist and every negative word that they can dig out of their dictionary, but in the eyes of Allah you become His servant, subject, combatant and the repository of His will. Then, the physical power around

…the Pharoah of thousands of years ago of today and all their support systems, functionaries, officials, agents, informers, spies, commanders and military commanders will see what they didn’t expect or what they were cautious about not to materialize of actualize by these bare hands (Surah Al Qassas verse 5)
These are not abstract ayaat, these are ayaat that have their extended meanings in the condition of the Muslims today, whether they are in Occupied and usurped Palestine, or an aggressed upon Lebanon, or an imposed civil war in Algeria or a combination of multiple states in the Horn of Africa, or the Islamic Republic in Iran; and, the forces that have been wishing for (30) years now and saying, praying and propagating and spreading all types of information that has (in their words) “written off this revolution.” The more we stay this course of Allah, the more Allah will have things happen in His due time and according to His schedule.  
Praise and thanks is due to He Who gives victory to powerless people and He Who humiliates those who are arrogant.

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

We thank Allah from the depths of our existence and from the bottom of our hearts for having blessed us with His care. There is nothing that can be done to us that will have us disconnect from Allah- nothing. They can kill us- and certainly, that is what they are doing now; they can plan elaborate plans to rob us of our resources- they’ve been and still do it; they’ve even disregarded their own laws when it comes to us- profiling and secret evidence which violates due process and the Amendment and the Constitution that they have. All of these are at work against a rising commitment of Muslims who are not criminals. (Humbly stated), we are (all in all), probably the cleanest people around. They’ve tried to buy some of us off, but are they succeeding or are we succeeding? Is it they who feel that they are running out of time or is it we who feel we are running out of time? We are secure with all of these evil ideas against Islam and devout Muslims in the world. Officials should be thinking of building a security zone around us here. We wouldn’t accept it even if it came from them. We know Allah had a stronger security zone than theirs; we don’t walk around with fear and we have no weapons that can match theirs! We don’t tell them in our lands that they are not permitted to go into their Churches and Synagogues, but in their occupation of our lands in Palestine and in other lands, they tell Muslims “not go into the Masjid” and in their own lands, when they have everything and the where-withal, they still tell Muslims here “not go into the Masjid.” We are not an isolated pocket of Muslims, we draw our support from Allah. We have confidence and reliance in His judgment, and through the hell-on-Earth that we are going through, we maintain our stoic and determined march to gain the satisfaction of Allah and nothing else. This is not a demonstration or protest on Fridays; this is not sectarian or racial- this is obeying Allah and it has been given all types of characterizations by those who want to distract from Allah. We only join our brothers and sisters around the world who have the same words from the same sources and in unison with them, we ask, plead and beg Allah to offer us one of the two promises that he has given- ash shahadah or an nasr.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 12 February 2009. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were inspiring, revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
