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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’sharal Mu’mineen…
 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (20-06-2008)

TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING ISLAM

Whether we know it or not we, (the general Muslims in the world), are at a crucial or critical developing stage. There are confluences, trends and internal and external challenges that have placed us in a position that we are going to have to work out for our own selves and much of this is going to have to rely on our mental integrity. The word mental or rational is a word that scares many sincere Muslims. We don’t know how this came about, exactly, in our time, especially in this part of the world where there are no official and no local imposed restrictions on this God-given endowment that we have- meaning our ability to think. Allah says, condemning those who refuse to think- at the time of Allah’s Prophet there were also a large block of people, (so large and so ingrained in society), that Allah reveals this ayah, not only to expose them and their inability to think but to expose their types in all societies that were to follow including the one that we are in. What is this ayah saying?

And when they are told follow what Allah has reveals or brought down to you in the form of this Qur’an and His Prophet… (Surah Al Baqarah verse )
What was their reply? 
… they said rather we will follow what has become familiar to us from our forefathers, previous generations or ancestors… (Surah Al Baqarah verse )
Now, brothers and sisters, sometimes we try to be calm as humanly possible, but sometimes championing the words of Allah has a way of working up a persons nerves against those who refuse to understand Him, especially when these types are located within our communities, societies and our larger Islamic presence in the world. This ayah is not obsolete. It also speaks to those who cling to Islamic or Muhammadi rituals the same way in which this ayah speaks to them. This is what you say to the people around you today- these “hang on to your ritual Muslims” when you say to them “come let us consider what Allah has revealed and then follow”; they say “no, we are only going to follow that that is familiar to us which has come via our ancestors.” Now, remember these people around the Prophet also belonged to a religion in which there were rituals they were performing. They claimed to be the inheritors of Ibrahim and Isma’eel. Unlike today, when we have, also, followers of rituals and ceremonies saying “we are following the Prophet, the Sahaba and the A’imma”; it’s the same thing all over again. What’s required in the midst of all of this is for us to liberate our selves from the occupation of Islam by traditions and traditionalists. Can’t we do that? Then, Allah says to these types- 1st, (we, the Muslims), are speaking Allah’s words to those who are around us and then they reply and then we answer- and the reference in all of this is what? It is reasoning.  
… do they want to do this even though their forefathers and ancestors had no reasoning for doing what they are doing? (Surah Al Baqarah verse )

This is the parting line between those who are Muslims by traditions and those who are Muslims by reason and the qualitative step forward for us is to make this transition from traditional to reasoning Muslims and we do so per Allah’s instructions. If this is agreed to- and it’s going to take a lot of effort to try to carrel these types into the worlds of Allah and His Prophet that is accessible via thinking and reasoning. We come to the same types who are abundantly around, (via their publications, lectures or whether you meet them personally), and unfortunately they have a lot of money that goes with them- what they do is they confuse what the Prophet says with what Allah says. This has to be explained. 1st of all, there is no confusion, incompatibility or contradiction between Allah and His Prophet- none whatsoever. Allah says 
Whoever obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah (Surah An Nisa’ verse 80)
If we wanted to place the meaning of this ayah in the phobic mentality that they are in, the ayah itself becomes repelling. How do you say whoever obeys the Prophet/ Messenger obeys Allah? Now, you cast their mindsets, (if they have that), on this ayah, which is a known ayah- now one disputes any ayah in the Qur’an and then you come up with their words-  “this is shirk”. Brothers, sisters open up your minds this is not shirk. Unfortunately the way trouble makers approach these types of meanings, they then have Muslims pitted against Muslims and then Muslims spilling the blood of Muslims. Allah is not elevating the Prophet to a deity, all He is saying is if you obey him, you are obeying Allah. This is extended in their type of mindset- they take the Prophet’s words and then they subject to it whatever they may attempt to understand from the Qur’an; and their attempt to understanding is a minimal because they never exercised their minds. This is supposed to be the other way around you take/understand and apply your mind and reasoning to what Allah has to say and then step number two is you begin to understand how the Prophet explains it. An ayah in the Qur’an says 
Any blessing that comes to people or whatever Allah opens up of a blessing to a people, there can be no one who can freeze or stifle it and whatever Allah withholds, there’s no one who can extend it after He has done so
Then, the Prophet comes and says Oh Allah there can be no one who gives from what you have withheld and no one can withhold from what you have given. The hadith fits very comfortably into our understanding, reasoning or thinking of the ayah. This is the hadith that blends into our hearts and minds. Some people, (this is another hazard), who began to turn on their minds began to discover that there are hadiths that just sound unacceptable, illogical or even contradictory, so they came and said “for that reason we are going to have to do away with all the hadiths.” You see- this is what happens one mistake breeds another counter mistake; and both of them are involved or related to each other. The types who have elevated the types of hadith beyond the Qur’an generated a reaction in people who wanted to discard the hadith altogether- this we have in our midst. Not only do we have them as groups of people but some of them are very well financed and some of them are well connected to governments and establishments. Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims- we have a body of hadiths that have been agreed to by all the Muslim scholars and all the Muslim populace from the time of the Prophet to our time and no committed Muslim can dispense with the hadith- let’s make that very clear, or else how would we be offering our Jum’ah prayer? There’s no detail about Jum’ah and daily prayers in the Qur’an? How would we be fasting? How would we go through the details of the Hajj if it weren’t for the agreed upon the verified hadiths that we have shared for all of these centuries and generations? (It’s) impossible! And this is how we are going to demonstrate this… Allah says in an ayah in Surah An Nisa’ 
Allah advices you in matters of inheritance- a male has two shares and a female has one share (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 11)
Are there any other details concerning this broad/general inheritance rule? Yes. Another hadith by the Prophet says a murder has no inheritance rights. Do we or do we not need hadiths? Another ayah in the Qur’an says 
unlawful as far as your dietary regulations are concerned unlawful is carrion, dead meat and blood (Surah verse)
The ayah is clear; some words in the Qur’an may tolerate a range of ijtihaad, but here, it is very clear, it is haram, impermissible, illegal or unlawful for Muslims to consume dead meat and blood but then the hadith comes and it says there are two types of dead animal that can be consumed; one of them is fish and the other is grasshoppers and there are two bloods that can be consumed; one of them is the liver and the other is the spleen. This is the Prophet’s hadith, there are exceptions. If these exceptions are made, what does it mean? We consider, even though it is permissible to be consuming these types, should we be considering them as a delicacy or something that we always have? When there are exceptions it is because of the human condition that we are in. 
Allah says
A male thief and a female thief you amputate their hand
Now, we were hesitant to mention this ayah because obviously the point could be made without mentioning this ayah. One of the factors that makes a person hesitant sometimes is because there’s a bunch of informational pollution in the air that comes and says “look at how barbaric the Muslims code of life is? When someone steals they cut off his hand.” These sources of accusations don’t say this in a vacuum. It’s true in our time there is a sense of uncivility to what is happening. You have a pauper or a person in need who steals something in Arabia and then you have that government that claims to be Islamic chopping off the persons hand in the public square. Brothers and sisters, what we have to understand is the laws that are in the Qur’an are laws that are applicable to a society of a very high and exceptional moral standard. These laws are applicable to a society that is void of this very high and exceptional moral standard. We have today a society in Arabia that is no where near where it is supposed to be for these types of laws to be applicable. Nevertheless when we have people that don’t think, (what we are saying directly and frankly is that), we have rulers in Arabia and religious establishments that are their sidekicks and both of them with all the individuals involved, the majority of them do not think of what Allah and His Prophet are telling them. The Prophet of Allah explained to us more in what he did and less in what he said. For the applicability of such an ayah, 1st of all there’s a nisaab or a certain monetary value in this moral society that has to have been stolen for the law to apply. If there is not the moral society that the Prophet constructed before these ayaat were revealed many, many years later- the legal ayaat in the Qur’an were revealed many many years after the character ayaat in the Qur’an- so when this law applies, it applies when there is this Islamic moral and social character- an Islamic character of justice and compassion together- nothing that you will find in the Arabia of today even though they come along with these Islamic legalities and apply them out of the context in which the Prophet himself applied them- that’s number one. Number two- this severe law in a compassionate Islamic moral society does not apply if the person who stole is considered in any way poor. If this person is living under what has to be identified as in an Islamic society at the poverty line, then this law doesn’t apply to him or her. It doesn’t apply to a person who is trying to regain his lawful possessions from which he was dispossessed. All of these are outlined not only in the words of Allah’s Prophet but in the twenty-odd years that he spent struggling to put together this type of society that now becomes a mockery because of people who haven’t engaged their minds and their thinking ability with Allah and His Prophet.

Allah says 
We’ve never sent to a society a Prophet who warns them except that we have a higher crust of elitist of that society who respond “but we are in denial of that with which you have been sent with”

Meaning- we are opponents and enemies of the scripture, your person of a Prophet and whatever you have to present us from that with which you call your deity and authority in heaven. This is an ayah- everybody understands it, it’s clear but something, a very important element that is absent in this. You have a Prophet’s hadith in which he tells us that we are prohibited from drinking or using utensils made of gold or/and silver and men are prohibited from wearing silk or for silk to be used in a liberal way. The hadith is there; no one denies it. It’s a shared, unanimous (and) consensus hadith; but when this hadith is quoted as it is done by people who put their minds behind them, they disconnect this hadith from the ambiance of the ayah to which it belongs. Society has a way of generating a class of spoiled people who are known as in today’s language as the “filthy rich.” So, the Prophet, to put brakes on Muslims before they tend in that direction advised them and us not to have these types of amenities- whether they are utensils, jewellery or whatever they are-we can’t be using them in a liberal and a free fashion. So, it turns out we can’t do it- it is only permissible on a very limited scale and basis; but we won’t understand this relationship between the ayah in which Allah mentions al mutrafeen which turns out to be the most hostile element or segment in society whenever Allah’s word of truth and justice is presented. This is what happens when we don’t have minds that blend with Allah and His Prophet. They discriminate, (even though) they don’t come out and say or express the fact; they don’t look at themselves and the consequences of their type of thinking and then have the courage to say “what are we doing or what have we done?!” But this in fact is the final result- they come out and Muslims begin to feel now that there is a difference or disconnect, (at the best), between Allah’s words and the Prophet’s words and we can’t fit them together. We call upon these types, (who have in most instances as much money as they want), to reconsider this absence of thought and this alienation of mind from Allah and His Prophet; and because they have a monopoly on Islam in our time, the average you and me don’t even have the climate of the fuqaha’. There was a mental climate when the genuine thinkers of Islam used to think; there was a statement that they all shared, which now because of the type of selective presentation of a warped understanding of Islam, no one says it. But now, let’s say it. Let’s say what these fuqaha’ used to say among themselves. They used to say the bases of the transmission of the Prophet’s hadiths is our minds, ability and willingness to think, understand and reason what Allah and His Prophet say to us. The next time when you come across or come in contact with them- unfortunately they run away from this speaker and they don’t welcome him in their midst- of course, in the Islamic spirit, (we here may express ourselves very strongly because we feel and think very strongly), remind them of the ayaat that incubate the ahadith and remind them that ahadith that are quoted and presented outside the climate of the Qur’an could be very easily misunderstood or manipulated as has been the case for a long time and remind them of this golden rule among the fuqaha’. 
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

We have been unable, for all of these years, to put into practical effect the combined understanding of Allah and His Prophet. Obviously, we’re going to have jumbo difficulties in trying to understand the real world around us. People in this country and the world are looking towards or anticipating an election that is going to take place in this country months from now. We, Muslims, have been battered with two bitter experiences in the past. No Muslim with a living mind can forget the frenzy, (this is no exaggeration), that was displayed 8 years ago when the Muslims thought they had it right and they (who are the positions to do so) began to say to the rest of us i.e. the masses of people “vote for George Bush, the son” of course. That turned out to be a disaster. The 2nd time around they reacted to their own selves. The 1st time they never thought of what they were doing- you tell them “where’s your justification to tell us to vote for George Bush from Allah or His Prophet?” 1st of all, there were not many Muslims asking for justification- which is a sad comment on our inability to think, once again. The 2nd time around, 4 years ago, reacting to their mistake they said “vote for Al Gore’ and once again no justification from the book of Allah or from the Sunnah of His Prophet. Where are they this time? The 3rd time is a charm. The 3rd time- even though we pity Muslims who are from African descent who have been taken in by the colour of skin of person who’s running for that office who has been politically strip teasing. It took Yasser Arafat 30 years to commit political striptease; this person has done it in 30 weeks. He has committed political strip teases and now the Muslims have one of two approaches. Either they think, (with all the evidences to the contrary), that there’s some hope in an African-American poodle of the zionists and imperialists who will go into the highest office in the land and globe- we have that sentiment amongst Muslims. Ask them “where’s the Qur’an and the Prophet in all of this?” and they’re blank minded. Then, you have those who have run out of steam; the same ones who were all over the show 8 and 4 years ago are hiding behind silence. Ask them, still their 3rd around, “is there any justification for your silence from Allah and His Prophet?” and they still don’t present any answer. With all of this, we continue to be the consumers of their ignorance and inability to think. What do you expect if there’s no stimulation of thought from the House and Haram of Allah and from the Mimbar of Rasulillah? Where is it going to come from? How long are we expected to continue along this tortuous path to nowhere?
