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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (08-02-2008)
ISLAMIC REVOLUTION: IN HISTORY AND IN OUR TIME
These ayaat in Surah Al Qassas deliver the following general meaning

As a matter of fact, the Pharoah had reached unprecedented heights in his rule or control of Earthly affairs. He rendered the populations of the Earth or land into factions, dis-empowering one faction of them, killing their sons and sparing their women; for indeed he was one who was responsible for spreading this corruption (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)

And Allah says

And We want to favor those who have been powerless on Earth and to make of them leaders and the inheritors and then to show the Pharoah, Haamaan and their military of these powerless people what they did not want to see or what they were taking all precautions not to see (Surah Al Qassas verse 5)

This ayah is familiar to some Muslims, at least, in it’s general meaning; but what many Muslims have difficulty with is the particular meanings of these ayaat. Allah says to us and we are required to learn when He teaches us- even though this ayah speaks about a particular ruler in Egypt at a particular time but the lesson extends from the particular event to the general condition. There fore we understand from this ayah that it is the policies, strategies and program of Firaun that factionalizes people. This is an area that because of our absent-mindedness has not been developed. Some people think that it is natural for people to be divided. The implicit meaning in this ayah tells us that it is not natural. They way Allah created us and formulated the social life that we all share is that there is an affinity for people to be together. So why are they divided? Because there are policies and politics that are thought out by those who are ruling. In this case it was the Pharoah and in other cases they are the equivalents of the Pharoah. This Pharoah that is spoken about in the Qur’an applies to all those who acquire that position and accumulate that power. 
He rendered the populations of the Earth or land into factions, dis-empowering one faction of them, killing their sons and sparing their women; for indeed he was one who was responsible for spreading this corruption (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)
The word ja’ala, (here), means there is a reciprocity- when the Pharoah wants to divide people, people are divisible if they are susceptible to that division; Allah didn’t say wa shayy’a ahlaha. The word ja’ala, (here), means that there is a give-and-take for this division to occur or for these factions to become the divided factions that they are. Another ayah in the Qur’an says, concerning this Pharoah and those who demonstrate his political behavior. 
He took his people lightly and they obeyed him (Surah Al Zukhruf verse 54)

He didn’t think much of his own people and their obedience to him- both of these resulted in the divisions that became possible; this is equally true and applicable to societies, nations and people of our generation and time. When we have a Pharoah in Washington who acts like the Pharoah in Egypt we should collapse the time dividing the two. People don’t have any worth or value to them; he takes people lightly and then people- themselves- subject their lives to the orders, legality, commands and strategies that emanate from the Pharoah and his elite. Many other ayaat in the Qur’an speak about Firaun wa mala’ih- Pharoah and his elite. The Muslim mind is guilty when it thinks these ayaat should begin and end back then in history and they have no functional value when it comes those who are imitating and copycatting the Pharoah today! 
…He rendered the populations of the Earth or land into factions… (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)

Once they become factions, he can choose whichever of these factions to render powerless. They can become slaves in every sense of the word- a slave is a person who loses any sense of power and this slavery becomes institutionalized. In the case of the historic Pharoah these were Bani Isra’eel. (Let no Muslim have any problems speaking about Bani Isra’eel). When Allah speaks about them very frequently in the course of the Holy writ, unlike some people today who say “excuse us, we don’t want to speak about Bani Isra’eel.” Why? What’s wrong with them? Allah speaks about Bani Isra’eel! What has become of them? They can’t think about the words that Allah is giving them?
…He out and out kills their new born sons… (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)
There could have been a crude policy of killing the baby when it was born with the technology and scientific advancement before they are born now. (Is there) any difference here? A killer is a killer! Why did they do such things? They are afraid of the fertility of those who are obedient to Allah- this is one indication that they fear this.

…then he spares their women… (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)

What becomes of the women who were spared and not killed when they were young and grow and they reach the age of marriage? Who are they going to marry? Their potential husbands were killed in the cradle and there’s a generation of God’s people who don’t have husbands to marry so they’re going to be forced to look for their second significant half in life from people who don’t belong to Allah. We don’t have these types of policies that are unfolding in our world just like they were unfolding in the world of the Pharoah of that time? 
The ayah point blank says that 

…the Pharoah is a trouble-maker, spreading mischief on Earth and is responsible for spreading instability in the affairs of man (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)

If Allah is telling us, informing us and providing us with the truth and the facts why is it that we Muslims are incapable of explaining what Allah is saying? What has become of people who are supposed to belong to this book and the information in it?! But they find it more convenient to be on the side of the Pharoah or work within the system of the Pharoah or to endorse certain candidates to become Pharoahs. In light of understanding this ayah and looking at the state of the world, these cantons that are called “nation-states”(and) this division of human society into almost 200 different entities is a demonstration of the power of the Pharoah in our time. Who said there should be 200 different factions of humanity? Where did this come from? It comes from deliberate thought-out and well executed policies of those who are in the highest positions of power- al aaleen fil ard. Pharoah was ala fil ard. Some people born into the mental slavery that they are in cannot find a relationship between the meanings in this ayah and the human condition in the world today. To have around 200 different factional societies in the world who are at odds with each other- are powerless and who go to war with each other; causing infants to die either in the womb or cradle; sparing the women in society- is an unprecedented success! Only Allah knows the condition of these women in the future, because there certainly is no Muslim who is interested in the plight of these types who have become powerless! 

We have a stark condition of people who have this type of power and abuse it; then, we have billions of people in our world today who have no power at all. What are we to think of them? Allah’s answer is in the ayah- He says
He wants to favor those who are in this condition of oppression and lack of power… (Surah Al Qassas verse 5)

Meaning- Allah is on the side of these peoples who are the victims of those who are the “wheelers-and-dealers” of power in this world; Allah is not on the side of power! He’s on the side of those who have been denied, in a systematic way, that power. Even though they were vulnerable to it, beyond that vulnerability He still looks at the element in them and wants to rescue them from the imposed political, military and social condition that they have been placed in. 
…Allah wants to make out of them leaders (Surah Al Qassas verse 5)

You would be surprised to understand exactly what Allah is saying. Because people no longer have power they no longer have confidence in themselves; even though Allah wants to be with them in the behavioral manner that they are in, they fail to want to be with Allah. This is even demonstrated by some people who come from the condition of istid’aa i.e. of not having power, being oppressed and the victims; some people learn and educate themselves and acquire degrees and a scholarly status, (but that’s the extent of it), it’s an enlightened mind that sets on a broken-heart and a broken spirit- if you have confidence and trust in what Allah is saying, just listen to what Allah is saying. Out of this condition (and with) the way the power structure is set up, it’s automatic to dismiss certain types of people- in this society it is within the nature of the way the mind is conditioned to dismiss minorities. Who thinks anything of someone who’s from a minority? If you’re a black, (especially in this society), you’re equivalent to nothing- let’s be frank and speak the truth as it is; to a lesser degree, the same self man imposed rule applies if you’re Latino, Pakistani, Arab, Iranian, Turk or whoever you are. What’s the structure doing? It’s trying its best to bleed these peoples of the potential that Allah has given them. Our minds are anemic and we cannot even understand what Allah is telling us and apply it to the condition that we are in. (We’re not speaking about we “the average person”, included in the we here are those who are supposed to be the Islamic scholars, learned persons and ulema’.) What happened? They can’t speak truth to power?! They can’t express the meanings that Allah has given them to the power structure around them?! Allah wants to make out of this lot of mustadafeen leaders and inheritors. 

And Allah is saying

We want to show the Pharoah and Haamaan, (his prime-minister) and his troops and military everything (from this lot of mustadafeen) that they took precautions not to see coming from these mustadafeen (Surah Al Qassas verse 6)

Saying and explaining this is one thing but having these meanings blend into our hearts and behavior is another thing. Muslims seem incapable of demonstrating the fact that they can look the power structure in the eye, diagnose its evils, describe its corruption and then have the confidence to say “we shall overcome and defeat the Pharoah- historically, currently and in the future.” Why? Because if we begin to think, (as is required), when reading an ayah (such) as this in the Qur’an we are going to have to think about struggle and sacrifice and some people just don’t want to think about a struggle and a sacrifice. They think that somehow they are exempted from a struggle and a sacrifice; that’s why they listen to Allah selectively. Things they want to hear coming from Allah they will zero-in on it and repeat it night and day and then they will dismiss or neglect other things that are said by Allah and never speak about it! 
In another ayah Allah says

And what is it whith you that you do not fight on a course and in a direction to Allah and for the sake of those who are powerless, be they men, women or children? Those who say “O our Sustainer, deliver us from this society whose people have become oppressors… (Surah Al Nisa’ verse 75)

Can’t we see this type of human reality around us? Brothers and sisters- this is not fiction, these ayaat speak to the human condition around us; but what happens when we come across Muslims who don’t want to be reminded of powerless and poor people?! Don’t mention that to them, they’ll turn their head and give you their back! We didn’t create these ayaat! We nourish our souls and selves by the meanings of these ayaat. If some people have a problem and they say “this is not a time to express these meanings”- we don’t know of an ayah or a hadith that says there is not a time to express what Allah says! 

If what you say is the truth i.e. that we should not speak what Allah is telling us, because “the time is not right or whatever other excuse you have”

Bring your evidence if what you are sayi8ng s the truth (Surah Al Baqarah verse 111)
…and render for us a Wali, a Naseer… (Surah An Nisa’ verse 75)

This means that within these mustadafeen there is a consciousness that society has become oppressive- society has become oppressive because it has yielded to the Pharoah and his elite! Within this triple condition- the Pharoah and his elite; the society that yields to him and the mustadafeen who want a way out 
…and render for us a Wali, a Naseer… (Surah An Nisa’ verse 75)

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims- we (the Muslims), (in the plural), are guilty of retreating from the facts that Allah is supplying us with. Allah says

And remember when there was only a few of you- your numbers were very small- and you had no power in this world and you were fearful that people would (literally) snatch you- that’s how vulnerable you felt- but Allah offered you shelter or protection and He supported you with His help and victory and provided you from the wholesome things of life so that you may be thankful (Surah Al Anfal verse 26)

It’s the start-up- taking the 1st steps in the right direction- that is difficult.
We ask Allah to shower us with the information that touches our hearts and enlightens our minds so that we are able to do His will regardless of what the material circumstances or the power structure may be. Once we place our trust in Him, at the end of the day, the rest does not count and does not figure in to our determination and reliance upon Him.
Dear Brothers and sisters- committed Muslims…

In light of the meanings of the ayaat that we tried to explain; 29 years ago- this week- a Muslim Imam or leader manages to defeat the Pharoah in his country. To be exact- Al Imam Al Khomeini (may Allah rest his soul in peace) was able to defeat the king of kings in Persia. You would think that in the course of these 29 years the Muslims year-after-year would gain more confidence, knowledge and determination to state the truth and celebrate and Islamic victory in which the power structure of the imperialists and zionists with their stooge who was ruling that land collapsed this week 29 years ago. (Take a) look around, (after 29 years), do hear people who have built up enough moral and intellectual courage to identify this step forward by the Muslims in our generation? This is not something we have to refer to history books to find out the information about what happened; it was a clear; the distinction was the distinction between night and day. A Wali of Ash Shaytaan collapsed and a Wali of Allah returned to liberate a country that he comes from. He did what was required- what else can you expect from an Islamic leader? He was not a person in religious attire- an amamah and abaa’ah- who was satisfied with the pedagogical activities, the learning and teaching activity that is unrelated to the true forces in life! The struggle that he led brought back a sense of direction for the Muslims and the oppressed peoples everywhere. What has been happening ever since he left this world into heavenly company? There have been ups and downs- whether it has been in the circle of Muslims who are in his country or in the circle of Muslims who are outside his country or in the circle of oppressed people who are outside of them. But Allah remains with us and those martyrs who gave their lives and blood- seems like it’s easy for people to forget; victory doesn’t come cheap- there were lives that were paid for this victory and some people, even relatives of these martyrs, have almost forgotten what happened just 29 years ago. What shall we say from a position of responsibility concerning people who are near, (nearer than others), to this event who want to be silent? Some of these people who come from the Iranian context consider it a virtue not to speak the “language” that we are speaking and not to explain the Qur’an the way we are explaining it and not to follow up on the jihad and the clash with zionism and imperialism that began in earnest with them. We don’t subscribe to this. If we encounter them, we say “come- we have Allah and His Prophet and we have the Imams- let us see what they say; do they agree with what you are doing or saying or do they agree with what we have to do and say?” But we don’t encounter them; they have a way of making themselves absent and they leave us in the street- that is their choice. If this is their explanation of brotherhood; if this is how they understand Islamic unity and if they find the company of the Pharoah more comfortable than the company of the mustadafeen they shall bear the consequences.
