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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (07-11-2008)
HUMAN DIGNITY
We have been through an extended period of self-reflection, particularly concerned with our susceptibilities and tendencies towards misunderstandings and the potential schisms and divisions that are displayed from time to time by individuals here-and-there but more significantly by those who have a larger plan; their plan is to have us remain in a state of abject slavery. To them, having us feel that we are pious Muslims- offering our salaah and private rituals- and then, dismissing our responsibilities and potential in this God-given world of taskheer or utility. We will try to take a breather and re-position ourselves where we should be, (at least), in our minds and internal thoughts, ambitions, expectations and hopes. It doesn’t shame us to say that we have been and still are living in miserable conditions. We have lost sight of Allah and because of that 
He has caused us to lose sight of ourselves (Surah Al Hashr verse 19)
We have no problems juxtaposing facts with facts and diagnosing our reality with the truth that has come to us from Allah, and for starters, Allah says, (remember- brothers and sisters- this is where we should be, not in the artificial corners of piety or in the isolated areas of life – we wish we had the Muslims of the world listening); listen to what Allah is saying to us and watch how we behave- He says and His words are the diagnostic truth
And We have, as a matter of fact, dignified the descendants of Adam and We have carried them through lands and seas and We have provided for these descendants of Adam of all the wholesome provisions of life and We have preferred and privileged them far above much of what We have created (Surah Al Isra’ verse 70)
OK- this is our God-given, God-defined and God-designated position; the descendants of Adam, by virtue of having being created by Allah have, by nature, a measure of dignity. This is exhaustive and inclusive, which means that all the descendants of Adam (alaihi salaam) are due their God-given dignity and respect. We are responsible for this; in other words, we are responsible for the dignity of humanity. These descendants of Adam throughout the past and in times to come have been allocated by Allah- The Creator, Shaper, Fashioner and Maker- this dignity; that means black and white, rich and poor, male and female, those who do and do not understand the language of Scripture; those who acknowledge and affirm Allah and those who are yet to acknowledge and affirm Allah- there is no exception to the basic dignity of mankind. Allah didn’t discriminate and say “If a person/community is not going to understand Me I’m going to withhold My provision or sustenance from them.” As a matter of their God-given rights, they are due the dignity that belongs to them. Of course, later on, when some human beings develop their powers and authorities to defy Allah, then, even though they began with the basics of dignity, they will have robbed and denied and excluded themselves from this dignity by their opposition to Allah. (If), you listen to what Allah is saying and then you look at the faces, images and features of human beings who are teetering of the precipice of starvation or death… (we’re not speaking about a few individuals or a trivial arithmetic number; we’re speaking about hundreds of millions, if not billions, of human beings who are sub-surviving- this is a fact of life. What are you going to do? Are you going to run away from the facts of life?)… you see with your eyes the inhumanity that has been clenched upon their lives? You see with your eyes what contradicts your ears when you listen to Allah. 

And We have given dignity and respect to the descendants of Adam… (Surah Al Isra’ verse 70)
What do you do when you discover what Allah is saying contradicts what man is doing? This indignity, disgrace and humiliation of human beings is not normal and natural.; something happened and interfered with the way Allah created us and offered us this minimum dignity in our societies and populations. With all their races, colors, languages and ethnic origins…

And We have given dignity and respect to the descendants of Adam… (Surah Al Isra’ verse 70)
Allah’s statement lives in the form of guidance and direction but their statement is applied in the form of policies and politics; we have deliberate, standard and militarily protected policies from ungodly powers and authorities that say to us “we have humiliated the descendants of Adam.” What are you going to do about it?! At the end of this ayah, Allah says 

… and We have raised their status above much of the other forms of life that We created. (Surah Al Isra’ verse 70)
Oh yes?! (Take a) look at the real world and listen and understand what Allah is saying. In the real world, we have animals- cats and dogs- who are living better lives than the descendants of Adam! What do you do? You don’t see the discrepancy here? You don’t see the difference between what Allah is saying and how He is guiding us on one side and how invading authorities and occupying powers are contradicting in practice and by habit the words and meanings that come to us from Allah. Allah says in another ayah 

Status belongs to Allah, His Apostle and the Committed Muslims. (Surah Al Isra’ verse 70)
What do you see in the real world? You see some individuals and organizations who claim that they represent Islam and they are “the true believers in Allah”- (this is what they say). Do they have the esteem and status that belongs to Allah, His Messenger and the committed Muslims? Esteem and status don’t come from words; they are to be measured by behavior. Who do you find among these self decorated Muslims- who decorate themselves with words and verbiage- who carry this status and esteem that is shared by Allah and His Messenger? A kaafir comes to them and says so many things and they submit to the kaafir instead of submitting to Allah. This is yet another discrepancy and defection from Allah; this is an instance in which Allah is describing the committed Muslims as they are supposed to be and we look around in life and we watch the theatrics of Muslims who are trying to claim that role for themselves, but when it comes to behavior, they expose their reality and true selves. Do we have enough understanding of what Allah is telling us to see through the layers and compounds of propaganda and publicity that they cover themselves with? Allah says

… and We, (in reference to divine authority), want to favor those who have been powerless in life… (Surah Al Qassas verse 4)

Allah says one thing and it’s as if these people who have stolen the vestiges of power understand exactly what Allah is saying and then, they reverse it. … and God wants to favor those who have been oppressed in the world, but the powers that are opposed to Allah want to continue their systematic centuries old practices of humiliating powerless people in the world. We listen to what Allah is saying, and not only that, He further says that 

… He wants to show those who are in the highest offices in the land and their assistants and their military forces what comes out of powerless people… (Surah Al Qassas verse 5)

Who speaks for powerless people? It certainly is not coming from a recognizable quarter of Muslims; we had leftists and socialists and humanists and every type of secularists who have been speaking for people who don’t have power, resources and the where-withal in life; what happened to us? It’s as if Allah is not speaking to us and we’ve never heard these ayaat. Where are the Islamic champions of these meanings? Allah says in a hadith qudsi O My subjects! I have rendered injustice, inequity, wrongdoing and offenses haram upon Myself and I have rendered this dhulm to be haram, unlawful and illegal among yourselves, so do not be party to dhulm. We live in a world that is unmistakable for it’s inequities, malthiessence, wrongdoings, oppression, unjustness, injuries and offences to others, in other words, a world that is filled to the brim with dhulm and then we behave as if none of this exists. Remember how we ventured into the weaknesses in ourselves in the previous khutbahs – that’s where they want to relocate us. If a Muslim is discovering that he is a Shi’i Muslim or another Muslim discovering that he is a Sunni Muslim, (they want them to), get involved in that so that they are unable to see this engulfing and consuming dhulm; they’ve been giving you sleeping pills every week in the Friday congregation so that you are not able to open your eyes and see for yourself the dhulm that has penetrated every layer of life and society. Why don’t they quote these ayaat and ahadith and explain them to the Muslim public so that we can carry and walk with our responsibilities to our God-given destiny?! The Prophet of Allah whoever dies defending his deen, family or folks, life and possessions and what is his is a shaheed. There are some Muslims who want to take these meanings away from people who are fighting for their lives, families, homes and homelands. Why? What purpose does that serve? Once again, the powers that be i.e. those who occupy the highest offices around want the Muslims to carry on in a language and vocabulary that doesn’t understand its responsibilities and destination. The Prophet of Allah says adh dhulm is darkness, opaqueness, un-enligtedness, obscurity. gloom and doom on the day of Qiyamah; and whoever hoards food for 40 days has disavowed or disclaimed Allah and Allah has disavowed him; … 40 days! We’ve been living this dhulm of people who have money, resources, agricultural produce and the lifeline of life hoarding and monopolizing all of these for 40 weeks, 40 months and 40 years and generations! Has anyone tried to identify them? Are they supposed to remain nameless and featureless individuals? We have to identify the problems so that we can identify the perpetrators of the problem. If iftikar i.e. hoarding and monopoly are a problem, (and by all means, if we are reading Allah’s book and His Prophet, we know that they are a problem), how come this problem doesn’t have human beings to it?! Once again, because there’s an establishment of power around that wants to block our senses from reaching these individuals by name. How long are we going to continue like this. … And if there is a local or neighborhood in which one person suffers from famine and hunger, then all of them are disavowed by Allah. (Take a), look at the condition of the oppressed people and the Muslims of the world- many of us are hungry; we have geographical neighbors that are rich?! The way the conduct this business of Islam in the Masajid, Islamic Centers, congregation prayers and the hajj and umrah itself is meant for you and me not to identify these culprits and criminals. These are ayaat and ahadith, (obviously, there are other ayaat and ahadith), and we listen to these ayaat and ahadith just as we’ve just listened to them; there were people around Allah’s Prophet who were also listening to these ayaat and ahadith- what did they say? We’re just going to give you three quotes to show you that their understanding of Allah and His Prophet generated statements unlike our understanding of Allah and His Prophet that generate diametrically annulling statements. Listen to this brothers and sisters- this is not some wild-eyed leftist radical who studied Marx and these other characters of this past generation speaking… Umar (radi Allahu anhu), the 2nd khalifah who was listening to Allah and His Prophet said don’t strike at people because you humiliate them; don’t deny them or take away what is rightly theirs because denying them will make or turn them into kaafirs; since when have you made other people your subjects knowing that their mothers gave them birth in liberty and freedom. - tell this to the intelligence agencies and the power structures, regimes and governments that are imposed upon us because this is what the governments and class of power is doing to you and me in the world today!  a statement of tabarruk cannot be said? Where do we have people today who are supposed to be studying the book and the Prophet of Allah expressing this understanding of the Qur’an and the ahadith? Another one of those who was, with the Prophet, listening to scripture being revealed and to its explanation by Allah’s Prophet was Al Imam Ali (radi Allahu anhu) says, (there are different ways of translating this, one of them is), when you have affluence and you are in an alien society i.e. a society that you don’t belong to, but if you have affluence, you feel at home; affluence becomes your homeland when you are in a strange land and if you are poor and you live in your own homeland, you become a stranger; and what poverty does is it causes a bright person to lose his reasoning when righteousness is on his side. A person may be right, but sometimes, because he is poor, even if he’s a bright person, he’s a bright person, he’s not even able to express himself cogently in defence of his rights and a person who has no means is alien in his own hometown. Another person who lived in the company of Allah’s Prophet said a person who is considered to be powerful in society, as far as I am concerned is weak, fragile and feeble until I extract what is due to others from him and a person who’s considered by society to be weak, as far as I am concerned, he’s a strong and powerful person until I give him his right or what is due to him. These are people who understood these ayaat and ahadith; this is where we are supposed to. They try to put us on the defensive and get us involved in bickering, quarrels and argumentations among ourselves, but we shall refuse to be trapped in their pitfall; we will continue to understand Allah and His Prophet free from the inherited weaknesses that we have and from the imposed plots the that they have. 
Brother and sisters, committed Muslims…
Now that the euphoria of these elections that took place during this past week has dissipated- we have had some Muslims who were super charged with the affinities of race and color who thought and they were left to think, (if there’s no guidance coming from the Mimbar and Masajid, then they will go on thinking cluelessly, with their emotions or in a reactive mode). We know some of these brothers, (very well), who think that there is something to be gained by a black person occupying the White House! We say to these surface Muslims, “as deep as their sincerity may be, that this is yet another ploy and trap.” The 1st indication of this is the handlers and fixers of the occupant of the White House who are turning out to be Israelis almost as thoroughly and consummate as anyone could be. These are the ones moving into the higher positions in the new regime that will commence in January. Muslims are left to consume information that comes their way from a media, think tanks and commentators who want us to think on their terms. If we had a substantive and significant body of information from Allah and His Prophet, we would see and know- this wouldn’t take lectures and khutbahs to explain- that these powers who have been at work for many centuries, (this is not a new administration; this is just another painting or gloss to the ugly face that we have been watching for hundreds of years of colonialism, imperialism and Zionism) have this new game in town because they are forced to have it. They were forced by Hizbullah in Lebanon, the Islamic Revolution in Iran and by the Islamic Resistance to American and Israeli occupation in Muslim countries and territories and that’s why they brought a black man into the White House; they want to whitewash four or eight extra years of trying to connive and deceive the average Muslim who is not equipped with the ayaat and ahadith that immunize from these tricks. Brothers and sisters- brace yourselves for the shenanigans and chickenry of this new team of Zionists and Imperialists who may now have a few faces that may have Muslim names to them.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 7 November 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
