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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6

 HYPERLINK "http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=7"  (3-10-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 25
ISLAMIC OPPOSITION OF IBN ZUBAIR (R)
Allah says to us
Allah is the superior and the ally of those who are committed to Him, Allah moves Alladhina Aamanu out of the obscurities of power, but those who defy and deny Allahs power and have taken issue with the power of Allah, their, protectors, authorities, superiors and allies are those who have concentrated and built up their own power (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 256)

The words of this ayah in Surah Al-Baqarah are contrasting two centers of power. A center of power that is Allah and the center of power that belongs to people who concentrate power, abuse power and people who are obsessed with worldly power. If we take a look and understand this ayah in light of this power definition, we begin to have another consideration of the powers around. Allah says in another ayah, the meaning of it is similar to the following 

And they, people who have possession of this material transient power try to scare you using those who are inferior to Allah. (Surah Az-Zumar verse 36)
You can fill in the blank and think of the powers in this world that become the source of fear. No-one fears mercy, compassion and understanding. There are sets of values and conditions in the world that no-one fears- you and I don’t fear breathing. There's something though, that makes us fear, and that is the concentration and accumulation of power. The accurate Qur'anic word that refers to this is At-Taghut. Tagha means to accede, but it's not any access, it's that extra power that some-one, some state or some military may have. To relieve us of this fear, Allah puts the proportion in their true brackets. He says 

Allah is the superior and the ally of those who are committed to Him. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 256)

The problem that we have been enduring for all of these years is that we do not have confidence in what we are saying. If were true to our conviction, we would know that Allahs power trounces all these other powers. Allah is not the superior, the protector, the ally and the reference of anyone- this is a particular relationship- it belongs to Alladhina Aamanu. This relationship causes Allah to move Alladhina Aamanu out of the obscurities of power. They can see very clearly who has and who doesn't have power, who is trying to project excessive power to drive terror in the hearts of  Alladhina Aamanu- that is clear, they can see it all. But those who defy and deny Allahs power- Alladhina kafaru- because it takes an effort to deny something and that effort is eventually referred to the source of power. If you have no power, how can you deny something?! The denial here is a practical denial. In this case, those who have taken issue with the power of Allah, their protectors, authorities, superiors and allies- all of these meanings are shades of Awliya'- they refer to those who have concentrated and built up their own power. This ayah becomes necessary for us to understand, in light of what we have been talking about in all of this sequence of khutbahs during this time on Friday, why some people fail to live up to the power of Allah. If we take or add onto the sequence of events that we were looking at- Islamic opposition- Islamic opposition needs power, but the power that the Islamic opposition does not need is the power that comes from the relationship or the reliance upon Taghut. In our current day and time, this concentration of power is accurately exemplified by such powers that call themselves big powers, super powers, hyper powers. In this world we have individuals and peoples who say that they are Alladhina Aamanu. To justify their awkward position, they want us to think that Alladhina Aamanu is "we believe in Allah"- when someone says they believe in Allah, there is no power connotation in this description. You believe in Allah- OK- that doesn't necessarily mean that Allah is the power that will eventually defeat your adversary- it doesn't mean that! That is why even in the usage of language, we have given in to At-Taghut, but Allah doesn't want this to exist. That’s why there were serious attempts of Islamic opposition during those early periods of Islam to what became a concentration of power and along with that concentration of power was the concentration of wealth. You rarely see- if you can see it at all- a concentration of power without the concentration of wealth- they go together. The fitnah- we don't use this word quite often because it has an elasticity to it- but it is a Qur'anic word, and let us go back to the Qur'anic definition of it.

Do people think or calculate that they are going to be left alone just to pronounce the verbal words of Imaan, without being exposed to a fitnah? (Surah Al-Ankabut verse 2)

Here, a fitnah comes to test, verify and substantiate our imaan. The issue that we encounter in the Islamic opposition throughout the 1st generations of Muslims all the way up to today, even though this is not written in history books, because we don't have historians who analyze the events in history from an opposition point of view. There's nothing wrong- brothers and sisters- if we look at ourselves and if we have been deficient somewhere, to recognize it- this is one of the areas that we have been deficient in. We don't have Islamic history that comes from the view point of Islamic political and military opposition to those who concentrated power and wealth. We don't have it- it's that simple- we have to come to terms with that. But that's not a big problem if we can refer to the meanings of the Qur'an. Now, notice that in this ayah, the word Awliya' is used. The word Awliya' is used in other ayaat in the Qur'an. 

O you who are firmly committed to Allah, don’t ally yourselves to the political and the ideological expressions of Al-Yahud and An-Nasara, they are allies one to another. (Surah Ma’ida verse 51)
In the ayah in Surah Al-Baqarah, we have a Wilayah to Taghut; in Surah Al-Ma'idah, we have a Wilayah to political Judaism and political Christianity, which in todays world express themselves in the form of Zionism and imperialism and who turn out to play the role of those who have concentrated this power through which they seek to have influence over us and for which they have been relatively successful for some time now. So, the problem is not a new problem, this has to do with human nature. 

In a very quick fashion, as we have been doing all along, let us try to recall one incident in which the Muslims tried to express their commitment to Allah and did not want to subject themselves to those who have concentrated wealth and power and the abuse of it all. This incident does not come through very strongly, unfortunately, because of the way we deal with our history and because of the subservience of todays so-called Islamic scholars to these Tawagheet, plural of Taghut. In the 2nd generation, that's not very long, we're talking about the 2nd and 3rd generation after the hijrah, roughly the years 60 to 75 hijri era, when this Taghut, this is how we have to understand Taghut- at that time it was expressed by the Umawi nation state or monarchy- this is not a very accurate description of them, but it comes very close to what that dynasty was doing and what it stood for. After Al-Imam Al-Husein (radi Allahu anhu) went through the gallant opposition in Karbala during Ashura and gained the ultimate privilege, there was another opposition figure in Makkah and Al-Medinah, and that was Abdullah ibn Az-Zubair (radi Allahu anhu). For those who want of simplify history, we looked, saw and tried to consider the position of Az-Zubair (radi Allahu anhu) early on, now we are looking at his son. His son, after the apparent of reversal of Karbala to many people, this is the way they understood it- this was a tragedy-70 odd individuals go out and they make this grand-stand opposition against a military that was hundreds of times more than they were, so this went down to some people as being a reason to lose hope or to recoil into themselves, but with other people it was reason for more opposition. Abdullah ibn Az-Zubair was the person that the people in Makkah and Al-Medinah looked forward to, to try and regenerate a serious opposition to the Umawis in Damascus. He managed to have the people of Medinah and Makkah agree to this opposition and that was going to mean that they were going to have to fight, sacrifice, struggle and probably lose their lives. The ruler at the time, Yazid, sends a military commander with some forces to Al-Medinah and they begin to try to 1st discuss this issue short of a military encounter. They come to ibn Zubair and say "Look, the only thing we ask of you is to accept the legitimacy of Yazid." At the time, ibn Az-Zubair was in Makkah. He said "No." Then they began, just like people who belong to these so called powers behave, they said "Well, If you don't come the nice way or if you don't come to us in a nice way or if you don't respond to us in a peaceful manner, then we are going to have to revert to other means." They said, "If need be, we'll bring the army to Makkah and we'll do what we have to do- and if that means we're going to have to kill you, we're going to have to kill you." If we just borrow this little confrontation of opinion into our day today and try to figure out who are Alladhina Aamanu today who have enough courage, reliance upon Allah and enough determination to say "We are not going to accede to your demands that you have a legitimate government in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Pakistan…you name it." We don't accept that. Today, we have those who cloak themselves with the words of Alladhina Aamanu but who are more than willing to accede to the status quo. But here, he said "No." This commander who came to ibn Zubair was Muslim ibn Uqbah and he had a side-kick with him. When they began to use this threatening language, ibn Az-Zubair said "We are in the vicinity of the Haram in Makkah, Al-Balad Al-Haram and around the Ka'ba and you want to use force in this sacred area. Even birds and pigeons are safe in this inviolable area."  They said "Safe?!" Then they took out their arrows and there were pigeons that were flying around and they were saying, while ibn Az-Zubair was watching "OK pigeon, if you don't recognize the legitimacy of Yazid, here goes my arrow." Then, they'd release an arrow and kill a pigeon. They did this continuously- they were trying to tell ibn Az-Zubair "What are you trying to tell us?! Do you think we will not kill here?! We will!" He still didn't give in, unlike many of the characters we have around today, so, what they did was they communicated all of this to their king, Yazid, remember, he's a king- don't use any other words- this king, together with his advisors, whoever they maybe decided to send and armed force to Al-Medinah 1st. They sent that armed force of several thousand to Al-Medinah, and what did they do in Al-Medinah? This is the Prophets city of asylum, support, refuge, his power base and they knew that the people of Medinah had given their support to ibn Az-Zubair, so 1st of all they tell the people of Al-Medinah "We give you three days to reconsider your position and if you don't reconsider, terrible and horrible things are going to happen." After that ultimatum, these who belong to At-Taghut go into Al-Medinah- this is what is startling about Muslim history, as bloodletting as this event was, it's not common information among us, Muslims, today- this is a problem- they go into Al-Medinah and they do all types of things. Let us tell you- and this information comes from ibn Katheer, Al-Mas'udi, At-Tabari, which are the standard and the mainstream, so to speak, Islamic books that have accounts of these events, so we're not bringing this from what some people may say "Where did you pick up that information from?! Maybe it's from an extremist opinion?!- No- This army came to Al-Medinah and it laid it to waste. This is what these historians tell us- this army that came to Al-Medinah, these forces of Taghut did to those who just wanted to stand by their convictions. They attacked them and killed 700 plus individuals, men, whom they considered to be a threat. These are in the language of fiqh and Islamic history, Tabieen. They killed 700 Tabieen and they killed three from the Sahaba of Rasulillah. Yazid can't by any stretch of the imagination be called a Sahabi. He did that and in addition to that, what else did the army do that these books tell us? This is in Al-Medinah. We're talking about 60 or 70 years after the Prophet had passed on. What did they do? They violated the virginity or around 1,000 Muslim women- we hope you know what that means, because we just used another combination of words to allude to it. They had another 1,000 women who became pregnant from them. There were another 1,000 orphans who were born after this raid on Al-Medinah who had no fathers. The problem with todays Muslims is that we don't have a recall of these events. If we can't understand that this happened to us, early on, as a manifestation of the corruption of power, then how are we going to connect, build a momentum and get an Islamic opposition going? In other words, we hand over in a direct and indirect manner, our affairs to the illegitimate rulers who rule today. Islamic opposition today should not be beginning from scratch. It should tap on this source of experience in its past. After a few weeks or so, Yazid dies and then, another ruler by the name of Abdul Malik comes and he continues this policy. Also, this Uqbah also dies. He sends another few thousand men under arms to invade and, in their own words, "to flush out Makkah of ibn Az-Zubair and his followers." That actually happened. Once again, if the average Muslim wants to think of his Islamic history, this is obviously something that does not factor into the information that he has of Islamic history- this force goes to Makkah and it uses Al-Manjaneek, that is a weapon that lobs or throws rocks at a distance to whatever target there is. They used Al-Manjaneek to lob or throw these rocks, and they put inflammable material on it, so that when it lands, it burns whatever the intended target was. What was their intended target? The Ka'ba. Now, you tell us- is this an Islamic government?! How can anyone say that an Islamic government or leader are valid if they are targeting the Ka'ba? This happened- we're not trying to fabricate information. This is information that is there if you care to review the events of history, but it's not in our active minds because if it were, we probably wouldn't have these illegitimate rulers who are around. They kill ibn Az-Zubair. Ok- mission accomplished- they burnt the Ka'ba and they killed the Muslim who was opposing them and the many who were with him- they got away with it at that time because they had power, our immediate concern now is how come they still get away with it? Because we don't have accurate information about it! This is our concern nowadays. 
Let us tell you something that probably many of you are not familiar with, in the books of history and literature, sometimes, when a historian doesn't agree with the Islamic opposition, even though he is going through the narrative of the facts of what really happened, he'd use some derogatory or inflammatory words to refer to some of this opposition–and this is being done today. The last time, we spoke about Ali ibn Muhammed (radi Allahu anhu) and what was called Thawrat Az-Zinj. That person was referred to in some history books as Al-Khabeeth, the malevolent person, his up to no good, he has undisclosed plans and intentions of his own- all of these are shades of the ,meaning of the word Al-Khabeeth in that context. Those who were following him or with him in this opposition that lasted for around 25 years, this was unlike these other events that were over in months or weeks, they'd refer to the followers around him as Al-Fasaqa. They didn't use the word Al-Fasiqin. Al-Fasaqa is an offshoot of the word Al-Fasiqin which has a moral derogatory connotation to it. What else do we have in the expression of Islamic opposition? 

The Fuqaha Al-Arba'a or Al-A'Immah Al-Arba'a, they're referred to both ways, with both sets of words- Abu Haneefa, Maalik, Ash-Shaafi'ee and ibn Hanbal (radi Allahu anhum)- their position, because this has to do with Islamic opposition, doesn't come through very clearly. Their position, from some of the information that we came over or encountered in trying to dig up some of the lost history in our public mind- we eluded to Abu Haneefas role previously concerning his role in the revolt of Zaid and An-Nafs Az-Zakiyah (radi Allahu anhuma), and this is an area that also doesn't shine through, he refused to collect one cent, or take any money from the Umawi rulers, unlike today, we have these scholars for dollars all around, who look for where they can secure their livelihood and then take money from them. But then, on the other hand, Imam Malik took money from the Umawis, but he didn't take it because he was legitimizing them, he took money because he said "This money belongs to the Ulema and they're not doing me any favor and neither am I a stooge of theirs. I'm taking not only what belongs to me alone, but I'm taking also what belongs to the other Ulema of our time." We know how Imam Ash-Shaafi'ee was accused by the authorities of being a crypto-Shi'i, a person who was in support of the revolts against the Umawis, but did not want to come in public and say so and he almost lost his life in that process. This is some of the information that does not come out when we speak about this history of Islamic opposition. It is time for us to renew our understanding of At-Taghut. 

Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…

All the dynamics of power that we are reconsidering and re-thinking all the way back to the political deviation that happened early on in Islamic history, have their presence in todays world. There's an Islamic opposition that's not very well thought out and it does not have the historical depth to draw on these experiences, but never the less, it exists. We can't dismiss the Islamic opposition in the world today. There are many Islamic parties, with varying degrees of political maturity; there are Islamic movements, there are the types of Muslims who want to work within the system who want to be elected and become members of Parliament and pursue that course, even though we don't find much justification at all when we take a look at the way the Prophet and those who were with him politically behaved towards the established order of their time; we have a vital Islamic agitation in the world today, but we still don't have the vitality of thought to make the accurate decisions. We stumble on our own mistakes- one of the traps that we find ourselves in as an Islamic opposition today is in what is happening in Iraq and Palestine. In these two areas, and you can review the literature of the Islamic types who are, both, in Iraq and in Palestine, even though some of them may have different references to refer to, they still do not show a political maturity in dealing with the challenges today, particularly when it comes to the issue of At-Taghut. They want to submit themselves to this Taghut. They find themselves in a comfortable position with the Taghut of Washington or with European Tawagheet or with the regional Tawagheet, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan etc. This doesn't come from a continuity of action, an extension of opposition that we, the Muslims, should claim for ourselves and for our prosperity. We hope we don't have to be specific and that you have enough information to understand what we are alluding to, specific to these two areas, because these two areas- Palestine and Iraq- are about to become the two main theatres in which our ignorance is trapped and we will fail ourselves because of our relationship to these Tawagheet. The day of freedom of the Muslims will arrive when they show that they are capable of relying upon Allah and His Prophet and the circle of committed Muslims in the world- there's no other way. Some of these individuals think that they are smart by trying to have good relationship with the United States government, or with the Saudi Arabian government or with the Israeli government and all the governments that are scattered along this connective line. That's not being smart. The irony of it is that those who are with Allah are perceived to be in a position of either naivety or weakness. You can't be with Allah and be naïve and weak- a simple lesson. How long is it going to take for us to learn this lesson? The ayaat that allude to this continue and continue, but some of us choose not to listen and learn.
