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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters- Muslims who have a responsibility and Muslims whose future goes beyond this world…

 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (13-07-2007)
A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE BATTLE OF JAMAL
We will begin this khutbah with the ayah in the Qur’an that says 
Our Sustainer grant us a grace that comes from your presence and prepare for us an outcome of maturity  in our affairs (Surah Al-Kahf verse 10)
This grace and mercy that we ask from Allah’s immediate presence and the outcome and the results of maturity and wisdom is what we need when we review our own conduct, especially when inaccurate information and selfish attitudes have interposed themselves on us. We will continue this journey into our history so that today’s manufacturers of death and destruction are not able to exploit this grey area in the Muslim mind for their sinister and evil purposes. The focus of attention is the setting of Al-Basra and this is in the 1st months of the governorship, leadership or rulership of Ali (radi Allahu anhu) who was preceded by three successors to Allah’s Prophet. There were thousands of troops, potential troops, that left Makkah and were now in Basra. We did our best in outlining their purposes and their intents. Now there are thousands of troops who have arrived from Al-Madinah to Al-Basra and these came to defuse a civil war among the Muslims. When they arrived at Al-Basra, the contingent of forces or potential forces that went from Al-Madinah to Al-Basra, Ali sent a spokesperson or a representative to open up channels of communication with the other side led by Ummul Mu’mineen Aa’isha (radi Allahu Anha) and both Az-Zubair and Talha (radi Allahu anhuma). The name of the person that Ali sent to speak to them is Al-Ka’ka ibn Amr (radi Allahu anhu). Al-Ka’ka ibn Amr was initially sent from Al-Madinah to Al-Basra as a judge and he belonged to the circle of companions of the Prophet. When Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) was the ruler of the Muslims, Al-Ka’ka’s position was reinstated- in other words, he remained a judge in Al-Basra. Ali, who is the leader of the Muslims arrives in Al-Basra and he tasks Al-Ka’ka ibn Amr with the responsibility of speaking to the other side- which tells us… We listed the previous attempts to communicate and speak to the other side, which basically was not successful; this is yet another attempt by Muslims to speak to Muslims before we get involved in what would later become an ache to ours hearts and a misunderstanding to our mind. Al-Ka’ka goes to Ummul Mu’mineen Aa’isha and he asks her… (brothers and sisters- we don’t have to be your conscience and your internal mind, you can think about what is happening today when Muslims don’t want to speak to each other; we have Muslims who think that they are the sole possessors of the truth and other Muslims are almost kaafirs if not kaafirs per se) in this ambience, we didn’t have this self-centeredness that we have with some Muslims today who don’t want to meet or see other Muslims, much less to try to internalize or mutually exchange internal thoughts among Muslims. Can we learn from ourselves? You would think that 1,300, close to 1,400 years now are enough to teach us that we realize that some of us still have not learned these lessons. Al- Ka’ka goes to Ummul Mu’mineen Aa'isha and he says what is it? What brings you here? What do you want? Obviously, we are expressing to you the gist of the encounter, not the verbatim words, the psychological and the mental dynamics that were at work. It was a peaceful encounter. There was no indication of tension misunderstanding or dislike of each other- none of these elements were present. It was a normal exchange of words and ideas just like a normal individual would speak to another normal individual- this is how they were speaking to each other with the potential dynamite and life and death issues that they were trying to defuse. He asks her what brings you here? What are you seeking to accomplish? What is it that you want? Her words were “al-islaha banyan naas” which means accommodation, adjustment or conciliation of people. No one can fault anyone for that. If you ask someone why did you came all this way from Makkah to Al-Basra or why did you go through all this effort that it took to cross the Arabian desert? He says the only reason we are here is to bring people together- how does anyone disagree with that?! Unfortunately some people have a reactionary attitude or some type of internal grudge in them that they want to fault a person when the person is speaking the truth. You cannot fault Ummul Mu’mineen Aa’isha for what she said up to here. Then Al-Ka’ka says to her is it possible that we have Talha and Az-Zubair in on this? She calls for Talha and Az-Zubair to come and they come. They were not saying no we’re big shots, we don’t want to speak to Al-Ka’ka or if anyone wants to speak to us then why doesn’t Ali come himself?! That wasn’t in them. OK- someone wants to speak about an issue concerning the general Muslim public, the well being of the Muslims, the security of their lives and their children’s future etc. – sure. They came and Al-Kaka says to them I spoke to Aa’isha (Aa’isha was there) and I asked her what brings you here and she said al-islaahu bayna an-naas to conciliate people, bring them together and to reconcile them. Do you follow what she is saying or is there a difference between what she expressed and what you have on your minds? They said No. We agree with that. We also want al-islaaha bayna an-naas. Do you see how they are going through this one step at a time trying to understand each other and trying to take the explosives out of this issue!? Al-Ka’ka says OK fine. How can we precede? How can we outline what we are going to do to bring people together? Up to now, they are showing that they are divided. They, Talha and Az-Zubair, one of them said to him qutila Uthmanu madhlooma- Uthman was killed without due process, in an unjust manner and it is not right that those who killed him get off scott free or without any semblance of justice. Brothers and sisters we hope that you can remember the previous khutbahs- Talha, himself who is saying that Uthman was killed as a madhloom was there, with those who were against Uthman in his residence during those critical days when Uthman was almost starving to death with his family. These are the sensitive issues that many Muslims don’t want to look at. What’s wrong? Do we disqualify ourselves from understanding who we are? This is us- you don’t want to look at us?! Al-Ka’ka answered Az-Zubair and Talha- he said if you want to take issue with those who killed Uthman then you have already killed 600 of those who purportedly killed or participated in the killing of Uthman. This was in reference to the previous skirmish that we spoke about in the last khutbah in which the two sides- the pro and the anti Uthman or Ali forces went at each other- 600 of those who were said to have been party to the killing of Uthman from Al-Basra were killed in Al-Basra by these 3,000 and their supporters in Al-Basra. So Al-Kaka says to them OK- now 600 have died because of this and if you want to continue- Al-Ka’ka was speaking to Aa’isha Ummul Mu’mineen, Talha and Az-Zubair- along this path wherever you go… you instigate the issue of Uthman and because of that hundreds or thousands of us are going to die then you’re going to cause death all over the place- is this what you want?! He said No. Then, they asked Al-Ka’ka so what do you suggest? What should we do? What should be done? He said now people are divided and the sides that are divided are in an attitude of hostility towards each other; tempers are running high; there is the matter of revenge inside these camps. We need a cooling down period. We need the general public to return to its normalcy. After that happens, then we can pursue this issue in a court of justice, meaning we will bring the criminals and the culprits who were responsible for the assassination of Uthman to the order of Allah i.e. to the qisas, the hadd and the diya that are included in the laws of Allah. They said we agree. They agreed. Whether they agreed as a diplomatic answer to this or they agreed sincerely is a matter of a question mark, but at least publicly and frankly speaking to each other, they agreed. Al-Ka’ka returned to Ali and told him they agreed that there should be a simmering down time period in which the Muslims can return to their normal senses, their calculated mind and the fervent hearts of conviction to Allah that they have. It seemed or appeared like from here down there was going to be a major resolution to this potential civil war that was beneath the surface. At this point this is what appeared to be the case. Here, we have a split among historians as to what happened after this outward agreement. We have a version of history- we’re being frank- brothers and sisters- 1st of all we’re not going to the books of the extremists. There are crazies who wrote about these delicate and dividing times. We don’t go to crazies for our history, even though they may have had Muslim names. What we are looking at is what a considerable or a main stream or something like a consensual review of this history is. Here, according to some people or historians, what happened was that those who were responsible for the killing or the assassination of Uthman thought that if things are going to go this way, then they are going to be exposed and they may face the firing squad (as it were). So, obviously they had no interest in the simmering down, the moderation and the return to normalcy that was agreed upon, so what they said  (among themselves, according to this version of history) they we’re going to do is we are going to play along with this but when the two sides meet then we are going to face this other side meaning Aa’isha ,Talha and Az-Zubair. This version of history tells us that in this camp and within this cabal of conspirators was a person whose name was Abdullah ibn Saba’, nick-named ibn As-Sawda’. We spoke about this person previously. In this book or version of history, this was the person who was inside this cabal of people within the camp of Ali and they were not willing to proceed on a conciliatory course. To be honest with you- brothers and sisters- this would take an infusion of the imagination to believe that inside the camp of Ali there were people who were acting on their own without the knowledge of their leader. This presumes much ignorance by Ali and those who were in charge of this line of justice. We cannot assume that even though this is the part of the history that we have. What happens in the following days was that the two sides come and meet, en masse, thousands on one side and thousands on the other side. Ali wanted to make what was previously agreed upon among individuals an agreement within society i.e. everyone should be on a reconciliation course, so 1st he spoke to Az-Zubair. People were speaking to each other. We are not talking about hostile forces. Brothers and sisters, don’t think about this as if we have two avowed enemies. When we speak about wars today, we think about the wars in our world and how they are conducted; we’re not speaking about a conduct of war during those times that is similar to the conduct of wars in our time. They are dissimilar or unlike each other. Here, we have Ali speaking to Az-Zubair and Talha asking them both did you not give me your bai’ah? This is obviously a very sensitive question, but to clear the air it had to be asked. Did you not pay allegiance to me he asked them. (Verbatim), they, Talha and Az-Zubair both answered Ali saying to him when we gave you our bai’ah, we did not do so in the voluntary sense of the word, meaning there was an element of coercion when we offered you our bai’ah and then- this indicates what some people have inside their minds and internal thoughts- they said to him and you don’t deserve it meaning the position you are in or you don’t deserve the bai’ah more then we. This is a very serious statement that indicates that they, meaning Talha and Az-Zubair, had their own ambitions (so to speak) in becoming leaders of the Muslims. Then, Ali focuses his attention on Az-Zubair. Remember- brother we have to say this; we have to remind you that we’re not saying this or we are not covering this territory because we like to do so. In the fashion that we are doing it, we do so because there are thousands of people who are being affected by the misinformation that trails all the way to those days and times. Today, they are suffering against each other because of it. From week to week juma’h to jum’ah from khutbah to khutbah thousands and thousands of people are killed, maimed or forced to leave their homes because of the root material or root information that we are covering and you can see in this root information there is no reason and there is no argument for what is happening today. We go back to this time in our history and Ali addresses himself to Az-Zubair and he says we thought that you were or you belonged to Bani Abdul Mutalib. Remember, (people have to be reminded because the way information is skewed this critical detail is lost) Az-Zubair is the son of the paternal aunt of the Prophet and the paternal aunt of Ali. His mother, Safiyyah was the Prophet’s father, Abdullah, and Ali’s father, Abu Talib’s sister. So, Ali approaches him by saying that we thought that you were within the circle of your aunt, meaning your uncles and that you had more to care about concerning the Prophet and your cousins (by which he meant himself) than you would have in common with those who have taken this affair of the leadership of the Muslims in another direction. Ali is telling Az-Zubair your son, (Abdullah ibn Zubair (radi Allahu anhu), a name that will be coming up more frequently), had a negative or bad influence upon you. Let me remind you of what the Prophet said; and the Prophet said that you will be in an encounter or a fight with me. The Prophet is saying to Az-Zubair that he is going to encounter Ali in a fight and he will wrong the imam. All of a sudden Az-Zubair remembered and things began to come back to him. As a result of this encounter, Az-Zubair went to Aa’isha and said I prefer not to have to go further with what you are doing. I prefer to extricate myself from this affair. In other words I want to pull myself out and he did. He didn’t participate in the actual war when the two sides met. He left Al-Basra and he was assassinated or killed in what is called Wadi As-Sibaa, The Valley of the Lions. In another version of history it is said that there was a person who was dispatched to kill him by Qais ibn al Ahyan. Whatever the case may have been, Az-Zubair ends his life without actively participating in what may have become an Islamic civil war. Now, Ali turns himself to Talha and addresses him. The words go back and forth and both of them realize that now they are on a collision course. Ali could not convince Talha and Talha could not convince Ali and at this point the reconciliation that the public or at least those who communicated Al-Ka’ka , Aa’isha, Az-Zubair, Talha and Ali thought was going to be possible, now they realized it wasn’t going to be possible. So the masses, on both sides, at the beginning of the day, geared up for a military encounter. Ali’s side was reluctant and opposed to a military encounter on commands and instructions from their leader, but then, the other side had what we may call zealots, (what we call today’s language) trigger happy. They wanted an encounter so they began shooting their weapons at the other side and the other side now the suffering causalities, meaning the 1st causalities were on the side Ali. Now, there was a type of popular demand on this side- they want to fight us we have to fight them. Before the encounter Ali asked for a volunteer. He said who is going to volunteer to take the Qur’an and stand in the middle of the two sides and ask the other side to abide by this book. Then, one man from Kufa volunteered he said I will do it. Ali told him whoever is going to do this is a certain shaheed, meaning whoever is going to carry this Qur’an raise it and ask for it’s standards to become the reference point is facing certain death. When this young man heard that he hesitated for a very short while and then he said that I am going to do it. He took the Qur’an and he walked a mid distance from his camp and he raised the Qur’an and he asked for an understanding in accordance and in harmony of this Qur’an. Then, all over sudden the spears and the arrows, in the dozens, went his way and he became an instant martyr as was predicted. This meant that there was no way to avoid a clash or a conflict of arms and this is when it began and this is how it began. In the beginning of this clash, Talha was hit a fatal wound by an arrow and he said the following words- remember, Talha participated in the siege of Uthman and now Talha was saying as he was looking at his blood coming out of his body when that arrow wandered in it he looked at his hemorrhaging blood and he said Oh Allah take from me whatever is going to satisfy Uthman. Could this have been a moment of retraction in him? He found that he was reacting to his own self. Remember, when Uthman was under siege, Ali did not agree with that act, Talha agreed with it. Now, he was atoning for it in his own way- something that only men of principle can do; and he did that. He was taken off the battlefield to a house in Al-Basra and an hour later he died. When Az-Zubair was killed not participating in the war i.e. on his way out of this war, Ali was saddened by his death. He took the sword of Az-Zubair and said often times this sword of Az-Zubair was the sword that would polish away from the face of the Prophet the many injuries and harm that would potentially have reached him. You tell us, what type of man and what type of opponent can express words of truth concerning a person who would have potentially become an enemy combatant against him? When both, Talha and Az-Zubair, were killed, the opposing side had only Aa’isha and the two sides were interlocked in battle. Remember during those times there were no fighter planes, no tanks; what we had was spears, swords, bows and arrows; those were basically the materials of war. They were at a distance of arrows or face to face with their swords and people were dying in the hundreds or maybe even in the thousands. At the beginning of the day, the battle was obvious- the victory was on the side of the Imam and those who were with him. What happened was Abdullah ibn Az-Zubair goes to Aa’isha when she was in the Masjid in the lull of the day and tells her to mount the camel and go to the war front- which she does. When she appears in the middle of the troops on her side of the battle front there was a peculiar blunting of feelings. The Muslims felt not only were they fighting for the issue of justice pertaining to Uthman, they were also fighting for the honor of the Prophet’s wife. It had an addition to what some people would call a religious element, a social and a psychological element that draws on the culture, the history and the social values of that society. Now, people around Aa’isha turned into a frenzy to protect her and the killing got nasty- in other words fighting turned into mutilating each other- something we have seen in Iraq in the past history and in current events. When people at the battlefield were injured, some of them had their limbs cut off while they were still alive. Words- emphatic orders- went from Ali to those who were on his side not to mutilate anyone; if there is a person running away from the battle field then let him escape and don’t harm those who are young or who are women don’t intrude on peoples privacy. But still, the war turned ugly and when the causalities began to mount into their thousands- some historians say the causalities of this war encounter was 20,000; others say it was 10,000- whatever it was, it was a high number of precious Muslim lives that were ended at that battle front. When Ali saw that he said disable that camel, its survival means the decimation or extermination of the Arabs. We don’t want to speak about the word Arab and Arabian and this misunderstanding that arises when some people who cannot distinguish between those who try to perfect their Islam by becoming Arabs not Arabians. Finally someone goes and strikes the camel until the camel falls and Aa’isha is in that seat that has a canopy- called al-hawdaj, it had a railing to it and this time it was fortified, it was like an armored hawdaj. She fell and then two people approached her while she was inside her canopy seat that she was on. One of those who approached her was Ammaar ibn Yasser (radi Allahu anhu). Ammaar was one of those who attended this battle on the side of Ali. One on the determinant issues that made Az-Zubair pull himself out of this military was when he saw Ammaar on the side of Ali and he remembered the Prophet’s words my heart grieves for you son of Sumaiyyah you will be killed by the offending party. Ammaar approached this haudaj with another person, the son of Abi Bakr (radi Allahu anhu). Muhammed ibn Abi Bakr opens up a slight opening and says are you alright? She said who is it? He said to her probably the person you hate most from your family. She said are you the son of Al-Khat’amiyya? Remember- Muhammed’s mothers name was Asma’ Al-Khat’amiyya- so Aa’isha was asking her half-brother are you the son of Al-Khat’amiyyah? He said I am your brother Muhammed. Then she answered him by saying there’s a blade in my arm. She was wounded with a blade in her arm and he took it out. Then Ali approaches- remember thousands of people have been killed- “select Muslims”; “choice Muslims” who came from the Prophet’s generation, experience and life-time- these were most of the bodies on the battle ground, so he approaches her with all the restraint and dignity and he asks what now have you seen? He’s addressing himself to Aa’isha and she says to him now you are in control; now you are the leader; show how graceful your amnesty is? He orders that she be taken to Al-Basra under protection- to where she goes under protection with dignity. There was no hate. Brothers and sisters- so far, we covered this area, can anyone point out from where these bad feelings come from? Even when we disagreed among ourselves- and our disagreement caused us this war- that should end all wars among us. We can’t see a moment, one moment, of ill feelings expressed by one of them towards the other. When it was all said and done at this particular occasion Ali prayed the janaza, the funeral prayer, upon all of the Muslim victims- those who belonged to his camp and those who were in the opposite camp. Can people live up to these standards today? Let us tell you why we say this- we don’t know, some of you may be aware and some of you may not be aware but there are Muslims today- we mean Muslims, not the cultural, hereditary or genetic Muslims; we mean Muslims by rationale, after thought and with convictions- these Muslims, who are committed Muslims, will tell you that one of those individuals who was present at the execution of the dictator of Iraq, Saddam Hussein (we all saw this on TV, and we know why it was presented to us on TV- so it can scrap these bad feelings into the sectarian war that they want going among us) was Muqtar As-Sadr attended that execution. You can put the rest of the pieces together and you can understand why we are covering this territory because it does not give legitimacy nor does it offer grounds for those who want to sectarianize the Muslims. 
Brothers and sisters- Muslims with responsibilities and guidance from above…

Don’t think that if our Masaajid and the scholars that speak to us are silent- theirs is a deadly silence- concerning these issues that we don’t have mischief makers, academics and intellectuals who are sleeping concerning these types of issues- they are alive and kicking. Their motions and movements are spilling Muslim blood. Part of it is that they want to capitalize on the ignorance of Muslims towards each. They want to maximize their interests and profits because the Muslims lack communication with each other. Didn’t you see when we were covering this territory how Muslims were intent on trying to discuss these matters with each other before they get out of hand. Look at today’s world, where are those Muslims who are keen on speaking to each other, opening up the issues with each other and trying to find common sense with each other? Where are they? Today’s establishments want sectarian Muslims to be mobile. If a person comes to you and puffs up your Shi’ism then he’s a sectarian. If another Muslim comes to you and he massages your Sunni ego then he’s a sectarian concerned with sectarianism. We want to nip this problem in it’s bud before it blooms into clouds of mass destruction in Muslim territories and countries. It is a pity and a shame that there are no Muslims who are capable of blocking access- to these power mongers and war mongers who stoke Muslim lands- by enlightenment and accurate information when and where it is needed. $12,000,000,000 out of the budget of this country every month to feed into the strategy and the scenario that we have being attempting to draw with accuracy and they have been attempting to portray with cynicism and with instigating the root feelings of hostility among Muslims and they want this is spread around. Did you see what they did in Pakistan? Look! Just a few days ago they assault a Masjid- this is what happens brothers- you give in an inch they take a mile. They see- look at this Islamic Center in Washington DC. 24 years and Muslims are praying in the street. There’s not enough dignity, brotherhood and togetherness among the Muslims to see to it how we can reach an accommodation or adjustment on this issue. What you want them to do? After attacking a Masjid in Islamabad in Pakistan they’ll attack another Masjid closer to Makkah and Al-Madinah; attacking Masjids in Iraq is almost a weekly news item. Until when can we tolerate this gap in knowledge and this degree of ignorance?
