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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (03-30-2007)
 
UTHMAN (R) THEN, KING ABDULLAH NOW
Allah says

Your Wali is Allah and His Messenger and Alladhina Aamanu (Surah verse)

This meaning has been exhausted with ignorance. It’s been hundreds of years since we have been thinking about who is our Wali or who are our Awliya’. The word itself has not been used in a daily or an occasional manner among you and me- the average Muslim. Part of the problem is our inability to look at ourselves with the light that Allah has given us. When we decide not to think of what we did and what we are doing and we shrink Islam and the meanings that come to us from Allah and His Prophet away from policy making, decision making, strategy and tactics, procedures- when the ayaat and the ahadith no longer relate to this area- of course we are going to wind up with an empty vocabulary when we use these types of words. So, when Allah is saying 

Your Wali is Allah and His Messenger and Alladhina Aamanu (Surah verse)

or in another ayah,

Whoever has as their allies Allah, His Messenger and Alladhina Aamanu (Surah Al-Maaidah verse 56)

we find no operative meaning to this ayah. One of the mental issues that we have been trying to rebuild or re-understand in a healthy way is the leadership of the Muslims. Of course, in much of what we have been saying, we have not used the word leadership- we leave that up to your common sense and common Islamic knowledge, but this leadership that has been misunderstood in a historical way, early in Islamic history is the area in which we invite ourselves to. After being misinformed and traditionalised about it, Allah is calling on you and so is His Prophet to reinvigorate your understanding of this critical and central issue. In this regard, we have a history that is begging us to learn from it. If the past is irrelevant, then why does Allah relay to us the experiences of past societies, peoples and civilisations? So that we can learn and so that we don’t have to make the same mistakes over and over and over again. Let us, with the confidence that comes to us from Allah and His Messenger, take a look at our own selves- an area and a place in time that has been far away from our attention and analysis. We will pick up where we left off so that we can have a clear understanding and a straight course- not a foggy mind and a zigzagging direction- we want to avoid that. 

Is he who moves fumbling his direction- has he more guidance or the one who walks straight on a direct path (Surah Al-Mulk verse 22)

We relocate ourselves in a period that has to be clarified- if some Muslims are tardy at clarifying it, or if some of them are delinquent at this task, that should not be us. By the way, we are not out in the street without any reason. If we wanted to play dumb and if we wanted to play politics and if we wanted to zigzag, we’d be somewhere else- probably in a comfortable and sheltered structure rather than here, under the elements in full view of pedestrians, people who are passing by and the rest of what we have. Brothers and sisters- committed Muslims- let us go back and move forward from where we left off concerning the serious split that occurred among our forbears in that generation that lived around Allahs Prophet as it behaved when he passed on. When we spoke of the Muslims who were opposed to the decisions and the policies of Uthman ibn Affan (radi Allahu anhu), what we didn’t say was there was an area that no one was criticising and there was something like a consensus about it- that area was the performance of the Islamic military at that time. The Islamic military was moving in all directions- in the north, east, west and in the south. The Muslim military was going from one land to the next; from one people to the following people and from an adjacent society to a corresponding society. This is bound to have its effect on the peoples who were becoming Muslims. Nationalism- as we are tracing it in the birthplace of the Prophet and the reception area of the wahy- we have been placing our attention on Arabian nationalism. Much of the criticism and opposition that we have been trailing for all of these khutbahs has to do with the element of nationalism. Now, the Muslim potential has spread into non-Arabian areas. The Muslim armed forces (if we can borrow todays word for those times) were in Persia and the king of Persia was losing his influence. Do you think that this does not have an effect on people who are Persians and that they don’t have a nationalism? Do you think that only those who are Arabians have a nationalism that we can criticise and oppose? The Islamic movement of fath extended into Persia and obviously, just like you had in Arabia, you had Muslims who were sincere to this Islam and you had others who became Muslims on the surface, but inside they were nationalists. Human nature is human nature- if Islam is going to go into Persia, you’re going to have people who are going to become sincere Muslims and you are going to have people who are going to put on a show of Islam but harbour their own nationalism. The same is true with the Turks. When Islam (at this time), we are speaking about Islam and the Islamic force of fath that was also entering into Turkey or Anatolia. Those people also- some of them became Muslims and some of them place a façade of Islam around them, but deep down inside, they are nationalists. We don’t want to extend, we just want to plant an idea in your Qur’anic mind and in your Prophetic conscience so that we don’t develop a lop-sided understanding. We want to be clear, fair and just to whomever we are talking about. The Islamic military on its mission of guidance had caused a crumbling of the Persian empire and, remember, this will have internal repercussions inside of the Persian people. The Islamic forces also caused the crumbling of the Roman empire and people who became Muslims who were subject to the Roman empire will also have internal nationalistic vibrations as a cause of this Islamic fath. The Islamic army was on the move. During the time of Uthman, Armenia became an Islamic territory; Al-Maghrib the area in Northern Africa today known as Morocco and Algeria; and even Andalus the Iberian subcontinent todays Spain and Portugal witnessed the presence of Muslims there. Remember when we were speaking about the inaccurate decisions and policies of the administration of Uthman ibn Affan, we were speaking about these deviations when we had this military success going on at the same time. This military success- imagine this happening today- Islamic armed forces going hundreds and thousands of  miles away, but this was not an excuse that was used. No one came and said to Ammar or Abi Dharr or Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf or Ali ibn Abi Talib or Sa’ad ibn Abi Waqqas or Az-Zubair or Talha or ibn Masud (radi Allahu anhum) “hey, wait a minute, stop criticizing Uthman can’t you see all this military success anywhere you look.” For the 1st time Muslims took on the Byzantines at sea and Muslims gained the Island of Cyprus, Kubrus, but this was not to be used as an internal policy instrument. Uthman or those who were ruling with him were not saying to the very harsh critics that they had “wait a minute, you have to be silent, look at all of this success that we now have scored all around. Can’t you see- we don’t have time for this type of internal erosion.” No one told them that, but imagine if we had to have an equivalent development in our time. Lets say an Islamic state takes shape in Arabia (the same place we are looking at) and then the Islamic fath extends through all of these areas including Africa, Asia, the Mediterranean and Europe and then inside the Islamic capital, the Islamic seat of power, there are predominant well known honorific Islamic figures coming from the tradition of Rasulillah and the school of the Qur’an and they tell whoever the ruler in Arabia is, you are wrong in this decision and you are wrong on this policy. You can imagine what todays rulers will do with the external success that they have and how they will try to invest it in putting down any type of political opposition inside their own country. We took a look at very serious internal Islamic political opposition, shall we remind ourselves that the leadership of Uthman was a valid leadership. When Uthman assumed his responsibilities of governance, everyone gave him the bai’ah- at that moment, there was nothing to speak about. Only in the years after that with the details that we covered, Jum’ah after Jum’ah did we realise that something serious had began to happen during that administration or reign. This is where we Muslims don’t come and say “look, we, today, have a lot of experience; let us go over these times and see whether it is legitimate to have an Islamic opposition or not.” Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf who was the person instrumental in Uthman assuming the position of the ultimate decision maker in the Islamic state- when Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf was dying, he was in the throws of death, (as it were) he told Al-Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib if you take your sword I will take my sword because this person (in reference to Uthman) has reneged on the promise that he gave us in another statement he, meaning Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf, says get to him (in reference once again to Uthman) before his domain gets overwhelming or unstoppable. We know that Muslims took issue because they had freedom to take issue- a freedom that has long been absent. You give Muslims the freedom to speak up against the financial policies of the state- that is what they did. Ammar, ibn Masud and Abu Dharr spoke out eloquently and forcefully against what was going on in the distribution of wealth in this Islamic state. They weren’t silent and they weren’t looking for positions- they had live conscience. You see, when all of these lands and territories in Africa and Asia became a large Islamic state, with it came wealth and with that wealth came in the difference of opinions that we have. Our difference of opinions were not that wide and serious when we were poor. This is important to remember. There was nothing to argue about there was no treasury to speak about, but along with the military successes came economic prosperity and along with that economic prosperity came the mal-distribution of wealth- we had very rich people and we had very poor people. Brothers and sisters, we had this experience and we don’t need capitalists and Marxists coming in and telling us “look you Muslims did not know how to manage a free market or you Muslims did not know how to develop a centralised state that can control your economy.” No! What’s wrong with some of us Muslims today? We can’t rethink our experience and we cannot analyse it in light of the ayaat and the Prophet that we have? All Muslims have a sense that our serious problem- the split that occurred from the time of Uthman has not been bridged yet. How are we going to bridge it when no one wants to think about it? The 1st effort that is required of us is “come on- let us bring our minds together and see what happened.” Why should anyone be upset about that? We will have different history books and we will cover those territories. OK- the attitude that we have towards our history books is the following: some of us say “well, none of that happened.” Why do they say that? Because they don’t want to find out that we also have our short comings, we have our mistakes. What’s wrong if we discover that we have mistakes? What does that do? How does that disqualify or damage you as a Muslim if we discover that we have mistakes? You tell us, how many times have we quoted Allah’s Prophet All the descendants of Adam are prone to making mistakes and the best ones who make those mistakes are the ones who make up, make amends for those mistakes and who ask forgiveness for those mistakes. Are we going to have an attitude that we don’t make mistakes? This is a human being.

if you do what is good, you’re going to see its results in a positive way and if you do what is bad, you’re going to see its results in a negative way (Surah Az-Zilzaal verse 7-8)

So what’s wrong? You, the thinking Muslim, ask yourself what’s wrong if you discover that your historical personality- who is our historical personality- has its mistakes. Uthman, the khulafa’, the decision makers, they’re all human beings. The Prophet is masoom. We don’t say the Prophet makes mistakes. We have a problem there if we say that the Prophet makes these mistakes at this level- that harms the meanings that is included in the Qur’an. May Allah forbid that we have some personality appearing and says the Prophet is guilty of mal-distribution of Muslim wealth- that can happen to someone lesser than the Prophet, it cannot happen to the Prophet himself. But here’s where we’re stuck, no one wants to come and say and see that all of us had mistakes. Do you want to run away from it- fine. When we look at our history, some people run away from it, they say “none of this occurred;” and some people have a conspiracy theory to run away from our responsibilities, we say some person like Abdullah ibn Saba began an internal trouble making trend among the Muslims so he and his likes are responsible for where we are.” So we’re not responsible? How can someone like that get away when if what he got away with if we ourselves were not susceptible to what he is telling us? Then why are they selective? All of this information is in our history books- if you’re going to throw out what you consider to be the negative part of our history… we should not be considering it in this light… it is negative to those who lived it but to us it shouldn’t be considered negative because we can learn from it. But we happen to have lazy minds when it comes to these issues. Why can’t we say that at the beginning of the reign of Uthman there a consensus among the Muslims. The only recorded exception to this consensus actually did not take place during the time when Uthman was given that responsibility, it took place when Abu Bakr and Umar (radi Allahu anhuma) assumed their responsibility. Saad ibn Ubadah (radi Allahu anhu) from Al-Ansaar refused to give baiáh- that’s the only consensually recorded person who said I’m not going to give baiáh to them and he abandoned the Muslim political activity altogether. By the time Uthman became the ruler, he wasn’t around, he had passed on; but when Uthman became the ruler of the Muslims, everyone gave the baiáh to him. As we said, in that day, there was nothing wrong. The baiáh is a contract- the ruler is contracted by the people to obey Allah and to obey His Messenger, but in the case of Uthman, there was another element to it. Not only did he say that he was going to obey Allah and His Messenger, he’s going to obey Allah and his Messenger and honor the policies of the preceding two rulers, meaning Abu Bakr and Umar. Ok- he said that on the day he became the ruler, what happened later on was that he didn’t honor what he said he was going to honor and from that day on, the Muslims developed into the different trends or schools of thought or analysis or traditions that they have that goes back to that critical time. 

What other issue- brothers and sisters- that we have today? We have a serious issue today of what is called takfir. Some Muslims are not satisfied with other Muslims and they whip out this label and say “you’re a kaafir.” The word kufr is a Quránic word- it needs definition. All Quránic words are vital and necessary to human life. No one is going to run away from the Quránic word of kufr- that’s not the right attitude. Our right attitude is to approach it, understand it in context and apply it in context and as relevant as it is applicable- that is our duty. It doesn’t mean that just because we haven’t developed the meaning of kufr and shirk in our minds today that some person or personality comes along and for their own political purposes pluck out this word and then throw it at their enemies like is happening today. Today is not very much our concern at this moment in this khutbah, what we are concerned with is trying to find when was it that this type of label or accusation came into vogue; when was it used by one Muslim against another? As far as we can tell, we are just human beings reading and researching and using our hearts and our minds, the best that we can tell is that this accusation or label of takfir- saying another Muslim is a kaafir- came into being precisely at this time period that we are looking at- during the reign of Uthman. The opponents of Uthman said that he was a kaafir. If I were to tell you or mention the names of these opponents, it might be premature to some listeners. We want to remind you that this information is drawn from the main books on history that we have and after using this description of kufr against Uthman, obviously it became easy to fight against someone who is a kaafir. Then, as a consequence of that, we had the snowballing of this effect and Muslims killing other Muslims in the two battles that we covered previously, (maybe many many khutbahs ago), during Al-Jamal and As-Siffin. It’s obvious that if that word begins to be misused or misapplied, then it’s going to take its course- from the issue of takfir to istahlaal ad-damm, meaning that that kaafirs blood has become halaal, and from there it snowballs into one army of Muslims facing off against another army of Muslims- which we had and we can’t learn from this?! We want to do it all over again?! Some or many of you Muslims who should be re-thinking these events to make it impossible for Muslims to kill other Muslims- but you don’t want to think about it and because you don’t want to think about it, you are making it possible for some Muslims to kill other Muslims and for that process to be facilitated by the common enemy of the Muslims. That is what is happening today. You can look at Iraq- just yesterday, the average news was telling us- and this is just one day- around 200 civilians in Iraq were killed yesterday- on one day. Count how many days this has been going on and count how many days and centuries our traditional mind has been put into a deep freeze- we don’t want to think and we don’t want to talk about these issues. Why? What’s wrong? You don’t have confidence in the information that you have?! A person who doesn’t understand Allah and His Prophet should remain silent, but those who understand Allah and His Prophet, especially those who ascend the mimbar every week, why are they silent about this issue, we ask?  They don’t want to lose their mimbar and their masjid? Are they afraid that they going to be out in the street? That’s a small price. Rather we be out in the street speaking the truth and trying to catch up with our mistakes than being inside a comfortable Masjid and contributing to the status quo that is becoming a war that is spilling our own blood and killing our own societies. For those who want to speak about a moral Islam- step forward. Do you have the moral courage to say this truth or you want to remain silenced and become an accomplice to the war criminals who are dictating not only the battlefield, but the ideas that are going to be expressed from these manabir?
Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims…

If we have a tradition, we don’t mean the word tradition, here, in the dead meaning of the word, but if we have an institution that is rooted in the Qurán and the Sunnah that can be traced to Allah and His Prophet and that gives us the courage and the confidence to speak out against public figures when they are making the wrong decisions- if we had that quality Muslim who was speaking out against Uthman when he was wrong- and even though the distance was not that great, Uthman wasn’t using the Muslim military to kill Muslim people, in other words, his mistakes were minuscule compared to the mistakes of the magnitude that we have nowadays. Why can’t Muslims speak out against the king and the princes in Arabia who have become the playthings of Zionism and imperialism and the toys of the superpowers? Everything that is being said and done by them invites our criticism of them and our opposition to them. In just this past week in Arabia, there was a conclave or a meeting of the heads of states of Arabian countries- kings and presidents, everyone was there-and the king of Arabia said that there is an illegal foreign occupation of Iraq and now, the pundits and commentators pick up on this word and say “that the Saudi Arabian government or the Saudi Arabians or the king are showing that he is not friendly to the United States” and we have some Muslims- because this area and this political mind of theirs has been locked up for centuries and there’s no mental vitality in it- who hear something like this think that there is something redeeming about the monarchy in Arabia. Brothers and sisters- don’t listen to what they say or don’t say, watch what they are doing. If the king in Saudi Arabia is true to his words- and we say this with the nerves and the brains of ibn Masúd, Ammaar, Abi Dharr, ibn Awf, Az-Zubair, Talha, Saad and Al-Imam Ali- (radi Allahu anhum)- we say it with their minds and hearts- if you are true to what you say, then vacate Arabia of imperialist and Zionist forces; shut down those military bases that you have there. We are not dumb, blind and deaf Muslims- we are the fiber and the fabric of Allah and His Prophets (alaihim as-salaam) and behind the scenes, the rulers of Arabia go around whispering to their Shayaateen that they have to play this political game. These are words for consumption- they can throw words out like that to mislead the uninitiated public and then go on with their destructive work in Falasteen, Iraq and other areas of the Muslim world where Muslims are just trying to stand up and breathe fresh air. They can’t hide themselves from conscientious and committed Muslims.
