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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shar Al Mu’mineen, Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (06-02-2009) 
30 YEARS OF ISLAMIC REVOLUTION
Allah says- and His words are the everlasting truth, the penetrating light and the obvious guidance- to us (and) these ayaat in Surah Al Fajr which were revealed in Makkah speak to us about powers- this is an area and idea that has been extracted from the Muslim mind; in other words the way the religious establishment of our time- the Islamic one included- that reports to the powers and the establishments of the world want you and me to think of Allah’s words in a way that excludes power centers/figures/establishments/militaries/governments. And, as to knock onto our brains, these ayaat are telling us
Do you not consider how your Sustainer has dealt with Aad? (Surah Al Fajr verse 6)

To an average/above average person, (if) you say to them can you think about what Allah did to Aad? What did Allah do to Aad? The average/subservient/less than normal mind cannot figure out how Allah collapsed the civilization and the society of Aad! We’re speaking about an earthly power; not some village/hamlet/isolated pocket of people in history; this is a full fledged super power of its time and Allah is focusing your mind on how He dealt the deathblow to a super power in its own right and time. 

This was a super power that had itself well established (Surah Al Fajr verse 7)

Dhaat Al Imaad in today’s language is like speaking of a power that has a substantial and grounded infrastructure.

The equivalent and the likes of which have not ever before been created in a country. (Surah Al Fajr verse 8)
Today, people speak about superpowers/big powers/hyper powers. (In) today’s mind we are speaking about trends of thought- the way people think; the person who ascends the Mimbar to speak with the Muslim public, (we’re speaking about his mind and about the public mind that is supposed to be the recipient side), when you speak to this combined mind today, it cannot put these ingredients together; it cannot see Allah as He dealt with previous superpowers. In today’s world, it’s nothing new when they describe themselves and give themselves these titles; they engineer this mental construct and then they sponsor/feed/expand it until it comes to us, our Masaajid, (what we call) our learned scholars and governments and it predominates to a degree that we are incapable of understanding Allah in how He is addressing wayward powers on earth that are digging their own graves.

Another super society/hyper power- but it doesn’t ring a bell, (to use the metaphoric expression of the language that we are communicating in). These people were the 1st to construct, (what may be considered in our time), the most advanced architecture that mankind has experienced. Another gage/indicator of the advancement of a civilization/culture is its architecture. A primitive society has primitive architecture; a developed society has advanced architecture. By the way, this civilization existed almost in the centre of our Holy Lands. If we consider our Holy Land to extend from Makkah to Al Quds, Thamud was in the middle of this distance which is today an area that as much as we are ignorant of our own history we are also ignorant of our geography. No one is able to know this power that existed, which Allah is speaking about, that has become ruins because of its excesses and offense against Allah in civilizational pursuits. You would think that if we Muslims belonged to this knowledge that Allah has foreclosed to us in the Qur’an, we would be going to these places to consider.

Do they not travel through the land to take in consideration what happened to those who tried to falsify Allah. (Surah verse)

Let’s be frank with ourselves, we don’t do that! Has anyone ever seen or heard of a program in our time sponsored/financed/represented by the myriad of Islamic organizations and parties and whatever we have today to go into the far and distant lands of the world to investigate the collapse of civilizations? If we do show/tell us where does this program exist? Allah’s ayaat are pounding on our heads and minds.

Then, we come to the Pharaohs’ superpower and super civilization with that pegged structure referred to today as the pyramids. That’s also one of the indicators of the bygone and expired power and society that Allah wants us to focus our conscientious upon and we have trouble focusing on this because we have occupied Manaabir that speak to us with occupied minds and hence we become 2nd fiddle to a phenomenon of occupation and we don’t have this freedom of understanding Allah when He speaks to us about these issues. They say “what are you saying? You are speaking about civilizations and superpowers?” We are not speaking about anything; these are ayaat tutla from Allah until time vanishes. This is what Allah is saying not what we are saying! So why is it that when Allah is focusing our minds on errant powers, aggressive structures and merciless leaders and rulers that have now become a lesson for those who can think and understand what Allah is telling them- how come now we are blank? We read these ayaat and we walk around as if we are zombies. We don’t have these meanings running in our conscience and circulating in our minds! These civilizations and these God denying structures that fancy themselves as superpowers- now they have become part of the trash can of history. Yes! They are nothing compared to the power of Allah. They’re gone! They’ve been gone so pathetically that the superficial Muslim mind today cannot detect them. If it wasn’t for Allah’s reference to them, they would go undetected. No one knows who they are. Your history books in your secular curricula or school syllabi don’t mention any of this to us- part of the master plan to devoid us of this critical information What did the Pharaoh and his grand system do?
They showed abusive and excessive power (Surah Al Fajr verse 11)

Doesn’t that ring a bell? Muslims come to Allah; He is showing you what happened to those who behaved when they had power (and) abused it. (Do) you think this will not happen to others who abuse power? It’s a sunnah/law from Allah- this is what will happen to them. 
The Phirauni system was a façade multiplier. (Surah Al Fajr verse 12)

When they began a process of corrupting their society/human being/population, this corruption began to spread exponentially. Doesn’t this sound like what we have today? A system that abuses power; it begins the process of decay and that decay begins to spread like a plague- the economic decay that we are watching and the financial decadence that we are seeing should be an echo of what happened to similar structures of powers that Allah is speaking to us about. 
Allah poured/unleashed upon them torrents of torments. (Surah Al Fajr verse 13)

Where do they think they are going with all of this? They have all of this power/might/forces, but where are they going with all of this? They are going into their graves- 6 feet under. We don’t say this because we brag; we don’t say this because we are demagogic; we don’t say this as an expression of empty rhetoric- we say this because it is the truthful and validated statement that Allah has given us- to look and to see what happens to these powers. Aad and Thamud- these two civilizations that are now history- weren’t brought down because some human opposition to them was as strong enough as to bring them down. The human opposition to them was weak but they still were brought down in a way from which they never could recover. Thamud were destroyed by a natural phenomenon and Aad were destroyed by a cataclysmic phenomenon; but those natural destructions did not take place in the absence of a weak opposition to this Taghut. Which tells us- as much as we are or seem to be weak, Allah still expects us to show our ardent/uncompromising/principled life long opposition to these Tawagheet. What you think? Allah is going to do our responsibility? He’s going to sit in for us? We’ve become so important that we have to sit on the fence and wait for Allah to do our work? This is the behavior of some people (they say) “Oh- let us take a back seat and let the mess work itself out or for a savior to come.” What is this? We have annulled ourselves; we have cancelled our characters; we have destroyed our responsibilities when we begin to behave like that and (it’s) as if we are not reading anything and as if Allah is not communicating to us these words. Here they are once again for you to begin to understand and it doesn’t stop at understanding but also to begin to behavior as Allah expects you to do. This ayah is saying 
Indeed they cannot avoid or dodge Allah (Surah Al Fajr verse 14)

And if you Muslims want to relinquish your God given responsibilities, then Allah’s will is going to be done by others who do not have the mould of history upon them and who are not weighted down by traditions that have stifled them.

And if you step away from these higher responsibilities then Allah will exchange you for another people who will not repeat the type of behavior that has condemned you. (Surah Muhammed verse 38)

Ayyuhal Mu’minun/Mu’minaat …
It is when we Muslims begin to understand the full meaning of Allah’s text that we can begin to speak with confidence and comfort about our own selves. On this occasion, (we are not here in a vacuum, we don’t express these ayaat in a detached manner), we recall these Qur’anic guidelines and divine words on the 30th occasion of the success of the Islamic leadership in the geographical area called Iran- it’s been 30 years, it doesn’t seem that long. When you think about it closely it would appear as if it was just a few weeks ago, but here we have 30 solid years in which we have been honored- Muslims who can see straight, not the Muslims who have been taken on emotional roller coasters as we have seen in these 30 years- but we Muslims who can see straight with our opened minds and our fertile conscience can see and appreciate an Imam and leader when we have an Imam and a leader. Some Muslims, (it’s been 30years), we have millions of individuals who still cannot come out in the open and state the fact comfortably and forthrightly. This day is a day of Taqwa- we remember Allah’s power presence- the power that has taken away the superpowers and civilizations forever; the power that can bring in other God observant powers and civilizations forever and we still have a crippled Muslim psychology that cannot come out and say “we express the truth where the truth is due, and the truth in this matter is that the Muslims of the world have been privileged and honored to have an Islamic leadership that has got the whole range of these ayaat.” These are not some blind minded individuals in Arabia who argue that the world is not round or that man has not gone to the moon?! That type of leadership, (if we can call it that), does not deserve to be in positions of power. Imagine if they were in power what they would do to the rest of the Muslims and the rest of the world! We have a leadership that throughout the course of these 30 years has demonstrated, (as is humanly possible- let’s not smother ourselves with exaggerations), there were/are mistakes and this is the nature of man, but a mistake here and there does not cancel the fact that the Muslims have an Islamic reference an Islamic leadership for the past 30 years. What more proof do you want? Ash Shaytaan has been conspiring against it (and) mobilizing all the super structures that Ash Shaytaan has in this world. The current day Aad, Thamud,Phirouns, Mushrikeen and kaafirs with all their stripes and colors spreading poison in everyone’s mind until we have Muslims who say “ah these are Shi'is in Iran- we have nothing to do with them.” This is the extent of the poison that has gotten deep down inside the brain tissues of some people. What do you mean? Whenever was the time that we categorize Muslims because of their school of thought? Is this how we measure Muslims? And on the other side, those people who have the sectarian bug trying to isolate this Islamic accomplishment and success, we have inside that body of this Islamic accomplishment and success those now who are riding their own egos and saying “can’t the other world understand that we have accomplished what we have accomplished because we are the followers of Ahlal bayt and because we are shiis?” Can’t you listen to your egos when you say that? This leadership has been victimized by those who say “they belong to it” and by those who say “they don’t want anything to do with it;” and you’ve had 30 years to watch this unfold. If you can’t see this in 30 years you don’t have light in your heart and objectivity in your mind. It is not the visions that go blind it is the hearts in the bosoms of men that go blind. 

During the course of these 30 years, this Islamic achievement and awareness has gone ahead of the rest of the Muslims and looked at the world and understood the world in the area that has been absent from the public Muslim mind. It defeated its powerful enemies. In the course of these 30 years, (if) something happens somewhere in Tunisia, they point the finger of accusation at the Islamic leadership in Iran; (if) something happens in Lebanon they point a finger to the Islamic leadership in Iran; (if) something happens in Central Asia, (the same thing happens), they point the finger at the same source. They keep on doing this- why? Because they are showing us that they understand this leadership more than we understand it. They don’t care who’s a Sunni/Shi’i- that doesn’t register with the CIA unless this can divide these Muslims that are potential power bloc of the future. Oh at that time Sunni/Shi’i thing is very convenient. You Sunnis- play up the Shi’i cord in your Masaajid and you Shi’is, play up the Shi’i cord at your Masajid- at that time they recognize that there’s a Sunni and a Shi’i; but you tell us, when they drop these bombs, assassinate and kill, are they looking if a person is a Sunni or Shi’i or are they looking at the extent of this persons understanding of Islam to roll them back and out of our lands and minds. At that time we have targets. A year ago this week, they targeted a Muslim in Damascus and they did so because of the cleavages inside the Muslim rank and file. We don’t have time to go into the details, but we gave them the opportunity to do what they did. The Zionist and the Imperialist power structures- remember these are the equivalents of Aad/Thamud/Phiraun that Allah speaks about- tried and thought carefully taking into consideration everything to attack this 30 year old accomplishment of the Muslims and then they began to dispute this issue amongst themselves and they came out with a solution- “well, if we cannot attack the source, then let us attack its extension in Ghazzah” and we saw 22 or 23 days of warfare against these Muslims in Ghazzah and it so happened- as Allah would have it in His divine calculations- that this blood letting and blood feast happened to be at the same time as Karbala' and Aashura’. Anyone who lives the real world and is not somewhere in an ivory tower and is not locked up in the corner of some Masjid somewhere, (but) someone who lives the real life and the real issues- these two events coincided. You had Karbala’ and Aashura’ and you had the bombing in Ghazzah at the same time and you have two categories of Muslims. Anyone who has a clear mind and can think straight witnessed for their own selves, (you don’t have to go way back into history this happened a few weeks ago), you saw for your own selves; those of you who were commemorating Aashura’ and Karbala’ could not even bring into that commemoration the equivalents/ingredients/elements/basics of Karbala’ and Aashura’ that were unfolding in front of your own eyes! Something is wrong with you! And you others who were looking at this blood flow in Ghazzah were watching how innocent people were being killed by those who have power and force and (you watched) the abuse and concentrate of that power in front of your own eyes and you couldn’t see Karbala’ and Aashura’ at the same time! Something is wrong with you! We have Muslims who cannot see reality in the past or we have Muslims who can see the past but cannot see today’s reality in it! This is where we are! Do you want us to dream? This is the fact! This is where we are! This road/journey of bringing the Muslims together, (from history to now), with their different denominations in our current times is not traveled by many people; it is lonely at times and if it wasn’t for Allah, His Prophet and the committed Muslims, individuals will not be able to travel the distance of this journey.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 30 January 2009. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were inspiring, revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
