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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (05-12-2008)
SURAH AL FIL- DRAWING THE PERTINENT LESSONS
We stand on this Friday, (a few days before the culmination or climax of the responsibilities that are performed by devout and sincere Muslims during this time of year and season of the Hajj. At this time, we recall and bear in mind Allah’s words describing those who are there and who run the affairs of the Hajj
And they, these people who are in charge there in Makkah and Al Medinah deter from Al Masjid Al Haram and they, (who are by they use of force controlling Al Masjid Al Haram), are not its custodians; its custodians can only be al muttaqun i.e. those who stand in a lively and conscious fear of the Power and Authority of Allah; although most people are ignorant of these facts. 
How true can this ayah be as it sheds light on those who today have taken possession of Al Masjid Al Haram and thereby control the movements and even the emotions of those who come to fulfill this lifetime duty of the Hajj from year to year. Let us try to understand this ayah by understanding another Surah in the Qur’an. This Surah is a short Surah. Our belief is that most of the Muslims have memorized this Surah, and if not that, most of them are familiar with this Surah. This Surah begins with Allah’s words
Have you not seen how Allah has dealt with the army of al fil. (Surah Al Fil verse 1)

This is a way of describing an army. In years to follow, we are familiar with Ashaab Al Jaml or Waq’ad Al Jaml. This was at a time when Muslims faced off in what may be considered the 1st outbreak of the most concentrated form of confrontation between one segment of Muslims and another segment of Muslims. Brothers and sisters- when we explain the meanings of the Surah, we want to demonstrate for you that the absence of the meanings of this Surah to today’s dictatorship and control over Makkah and Al Medinah. Allah is saying and His words are the most accurate words that can be expressed by a human being.  
Have you not considered how Allah has dealt with Ashaab al fil. (Surah Al Fil verse 1)

Who are these Ashaab al fil? Before we begin to explain to you the meanings of this Surah, what do you know about Ashaab al fil? Just for a moment, go through your mind and try to recollect from your memory what you know of Ashaab al fil. Now, after trying to remember from your minds who Ashaab al fil are, now we will try to bring to your mind, reasoning and attention information that hasn’t been there. The absence of this information is what is making it possible for these types of people to impose their god-defying will on the Muslims who want to go there and express their obedience, affection and their gratitude to Allah on this occasion at this time every year. Ashaab al fil is not just an army that came to Makkah out of nowhere. There’s a history to this military movement of people against Makkah and the people of Makkah. What is this history? This history can be distilled in the following way…

In Yemen, which is a geographical area no very far away from Makkah, there was a ruler/king, Abu Nuwas, who had persecuted the Christians. You see- when we read 
Have you not considered how Allah has dealt with Ashaab al fil. (Surah Al Fil verse 1)

And when we try to think out its meanings, (we can comfortably say that the way Muslims are hypnotized by nonsensical preachers in the pulpit, this information in not recalled; but this is what comes with understanding the status and history of Makkah. This king in Yemen who persecuted the Christians in Yemen was followed by a ruler in Yemen who was called Abraha who came to the support of these Christians. His support was so significant that he built, (what may be considered in the atmosphere of those times and in the conditions of that generations), the largest church in Arabia. He built that church which was called Al Kalees or Al Kullais in San’a. This church was meant to be a challenge to the centrality of Makkah in the lives of these Arabians who constituted the populations of Hejaz, Najran, Al Yemen, and of all of Arabia. These people who were living in all these areas understood that this imposition of an Ethiopian Christian church on their history, geography, culture and religion is a challenge. Compare the lively response of the peoples of those times! One church in Arabia that was meant to be an outpost! There’s nothing wrong with having churches in Arabia- don’t get carried away with this type of mentality that governs in Arabia today- this church was meant to substitute or eclipse and diminish the Ka’bah and the people there understood the purposes of this church, meaning its purposes was to go beyond a religious place of worship to become a social, political and economic attraction and magnet of the people and hence Makkah recedes and loses its original Ibrahimi (in reference to Prophet Ibrahim alaihi salaam) and Isma’ili (in reference to Prophet Isma’il alaihi salaam- his son) attraction. The people of Arabia were incensed and moved to do something and a person did something. A person from the tribe if Qinana, (remember, this is in the year 570; 40 years before Allah revealed His revelation to His Prophet Muhammed. This Qinani person goes into this church/outpost- of Ethiopian/African intrusion and foray that was understood correctly for its abusive and trouble making character among the remnants of Ibrahim and Isma’il- and he grubbily and in a loud voice begins to abuse the purposes of this church so that the rest of the people can see and hear what is going on. This person is identified by the Islamic information that we have in the context of the Qur’an as being in violation of Al Ash’hur Al Hurum. Al Ash’hur Al Hurum (was) something that the people of Arabia honored and were conscious of.  Al Ash’hur Al Hurum is something that we are not conscious of today. We live through Ash Shahr Al Haram but none of us are aware of it! Remember, these Arabians were living through Ash Shahr Al Haram and they were keenly aware of it; the consciousness of the people at that time was a degree and a quality above the consciousness of the people of our time! They saw one church with a military, political and cultural character to be an offense to them. Today’s inhabitants and occupants of that part of world geography of scores of military bases that are occupying Arabia and are a political, cultural, religious and military affront to everything Muslims stand for! Like the same Ethiopians that are now showing hostility to Muslims; you read about Somalia a failed State, piracy, civil war, American Imperialist/Zionist military bases on land and in the sea- that was the same background to 570, Ashaab al fil, Abraha, Abdul Mutallib and the birth of the Prophet of Allah! What does this Abraha do? He sees that this attempt at minimizing Makkah and the Haram has been challenged by what he perceives in his mind to be an Arabian commoner. Who is this person who comes into this grand church and then insults us? Where does he come from? He is told, (as is the case with those who are in the highest positions in the land who have their advisors and consultants), this person comes from Qinana. And Qinana is a tribe that can be traced all the way back to Makkah. He said Oh. That’s the case huh- well, let’s go to Makkah and let’s show these people what we are going to do. So, he puts together a military and he’s on his way to Makkah. In this military, there were new types of arms- al fil, these elephants, (maybe in today’s world they would be like the most advanced type of warfare, whether it is supersonic jets or the type of tanks (i.e.) T72’s or Abraham’s tanks or whatever they are- this was the fighting force that was coming to destroy Makkah. Some of you may have seen images in the Zionist-Yahudi-Israeli press or whatever with airplanes reminiscent of 911 striking the Ka’bah. If we were aware of our own history, we’d know that they’ve been through this cycle of attempts before. They bring this force and Abraha positions this force with all of the advanced military hardware that it has at a place called Al Mughammas. This is another thing that is absent and that they deliberately vacate our mind from this vital information. We ask you- how many of you who have gone or been to Hajj, Umrah, Makkah or those areas know where Al Mughammas is? You would think that this is one of the places that all Muslims would be aware of- this is the area from which that military was going to launch an obliterating blow against Makkah and the Ka’bah. What more do you want? Shouldn’t we know where this place- which happens to be on the outskirts of Makkah towards At Taif- is? But here we go in the hundreds of thousands and in the millions every year to Makkah and barely anyone knows where this position is. We ask why is this piece of information taken away from our living mind and thinking selves? Because it has to do with the two issues that figure into the core of our commitment; those issues are the issue of power and authority that are referred solely to Allah. (We can say comfortably), no one who goes to the Hajj and Umrah is aware of this area. We’re not saying that this area should become or be incorporated and introduced into the activities of the Hajj- don’t misread or misunderstand us. We’re not saying that; we know the stations of the Hajj- the Ka’bah (itself), As Safa and Al Marwa, Jabl Arafah, Al Muzdalifah, etc- but what we are trying to say is that in knowing our history and in identifying the meanings of this Qur’an, we’re not creating this. This is an ayah/Qur’an yutla ila yawmil qiyamah i.e. a Qur’an that is recited and sequenced until yawm al qiyamah- why should we not know this? Just like they don’t want us to know where Khaybar is because that has to do with the issue of power and authority- it’s off the Islamic map of Arabia. Why? There’s a Qur’an munazzal that details, informs and brings us up-to-date on the history of Allah’s Prophet and the history of the sacrificing generation with him that pertains to Khaybar- a history of tears, sweat and blood. Why can we not go to Khaybar? Who says we cannot go there?! But that’s not what Muslims do- you go to Hajj and Umrah and you try to go to Khaybar! Before this slips our mind- the motto this year of going to the Hajj by the Saudi, (we don’t like to even call it Arabian) government- this is what they are saying, these are there words “no Hajj can be performed without a permit!” A permit from whom? A permit from this Saudi family who rules this sacred and sanctified area of the world. Not only are they the ones who impose on us where and when we are physically permitted to be there, they, (through the nexus/network of Masajid and Islamic Centers that they control), they also impose on us to think and what should be dropped from our thinking. One of the things that should be dropped from our thinking is that we should not be permitted about Al Mughammas, where Abraha stood his army ready to attack and destroy Makkah. We’re not supposed to think about Khaybar and many other areas that are live with this history. If history was irrelevant, then Allah would not be opening our minds on the history of Prophets before Allah’s Prophet. He wouldn’t say to us
Do they not stroll throughout the globe or World to see for themselves the consequences of those who tried to falsify what comes from Allah or who tried to belie Allahs Prophets and Messengers. (Surah verse )

Here is a place which is in our minds a “non-place”- we just don’t know it and this is a short Surah with this history. Ashaab al fil are unknowns; the best word that comes across is Ahl Al Habasha. No one is permitted in today’s Muslim mind to think of what Al Habasha is doing to the Muslims today. This line and continuity of hostility towards the Muslims demonstrates itself today in a very dehumanizing way. We have conflicting signals out of Al Habasha); Al Habasha had a ruler that was sympathetic towards the Muslims and we acknowledge that because we are people of truth. We’re not blind to the facts; but that is not a blank cheque! If there was a ruler in Al Habasha that was sympathetic towards the Muslims, that doesn’t mean that there is a statement until eternity that these people in that part of the world are not oppressing Muslims or interfering in the internal affairs of neighboring Muslims or permitting military bases to be positioned in that general geographical area to be used against committed and coming Muslims. We have to see the facts as they are. When the Prophet of Allah said in that area, (meaning Al Habasha), there is a king, potentate or sovereign under whose rule people are not oppressed or offended doesn’t contradict with the fact that at another time from that same geographical area a person by the name of Abraha who came with expansionist intentions and with a military scheme to destroy Al Masjid Al Haram, Al Ka’bah Al Musharrafah and Makkah Al Muharramah. But if you are thinking the way the want you to think, then all of this is not supposed to make a sequential sense out of itself. This Abraha began to communicate with Abdul Mutallib, being that the Hashemis were in charge of the affairs of the Ka’bah and this persons target was the Ka’bah itself. After a give-and-take between Abraha the enemy and Abdul Mutallib (and what was left of the practice of Ibrahim and Isma’il), Abdul Mutallib simply says to his own folks, family and the people of Makkah at large leave Makkah. We don’t know on any other time in history when the people and the population of Makkah had to desert it. Makkah became a deserted city because, (at least they had common sense in them), they saw that they were not able to fight this force. They knew what Makkah was and they knew that Makkah had a Sustainer and a Lord that can take care of it. Abdul Mutallib said this sanctuary has a Sustainer that is capable of defending it. How does this compare with the rulers that we have today? They don’t even believe that this House, Sanctuary, Temple or Haram of Allah has a Sustainer that can protect it. What do they do? They go to these same forces that wanted to destroy Makkah and they say “come and defend us.” They’re not even concerned with defending Makkah, they want to defend the royal family! You tell us- who is on a higher level of commitment? (Is it) those who were ruling Makkah at that time or those who are ruling Makkah today? If the people and the administrators of Makkah at that time were living in the minds and hearts of Ahl Saud today and there was a force coming from Al Habasha or from another power coming to destroy Makkah, they would go to another power in the world for protection! If the danger was coming from Habasha, they’d go to some European, American or some other country who they perceive to be a superior military power and say “we need your protection.” They didn’t do that, but does this difference or discrepancy between those who ruled Makkah then and those who rule Makkah today very obvious today? If it is not very obvious in our minds, do we really understand what we are saying when we recite or read this short Surah from the Qur’an?
 Have you not considered what your Sustainer Allah has done to Ashaab al fil. Did He not turn their conspiracy into a wayward policy? (Surah Al Fil verse 1-2)

Makkah was an empty city, (that’s what it was), people left! Then, Abraha and his superior forces began to attack Makkah. What was the result of that? Allah sent tayran ababeel against them. There have been many attempts at our human mind to understand what tayran ababeel means. Ababeel means swarms. Tayran is where we have much give-and-take in what it means. In the straight forward meaning of the word, it simply means birds or the type of animals that fly, but it also could mean any living organism that travels in the medium of the air. So, whatever your final conviction of the meaning of tayran ababeel is, it is of a certainty that Allah inflicted upon this raiding and marauding army a form of punishment that caused them to be destroyed. You would think that if these feather brains of Arabia today were tuned in to what Allah is telling them, they would place their confidence in Allah and take their confidence out of the Mushrikeen. But they don’t permit this focus of attention and that’s one of the reasons why these rulers and controllers of Arabia prohibit a massive millions of voices of Muslims from declaring Al Bara’ah from Al Mushrikeen on this day. They see the contradiction and they see that if Muslims are going to re-enact and re-characterize the Sunnah of Allah’s Prophet, then Muslim state structures are going to be forced to sever their dependency relationships upon the Mushrikeen and then the issue of power and authority are going to occupy the centre stage of Muslim attention. So, what happened? This rant and super force that came to destroy Makkah was itself destroyed. In the books of history they tell you that this tayran ababeel inflicted, (what is called today), a form of small-pox on these warriors. Most of them were killed; some of them returned and their leader, Abraha, fell ill right there in the area of Makkah and then rode back to Al Yemen, San’a where he died in a very short time. But, what do these dynamics need? They need our involvement. If we just read and don’t understand and don’t reconstruct and rebuild these meanings in the circumstances and the facts of life to which they belonged, then we’re not going to be able to read this Surah today and then extend it’s meanings to the facts of life in our real world around us where there is still an Abraha and inimical forces to Islam and when there are still intentions to destroy the Ka’bah and it’s meaning. After destroying it emotionally and psychologically, they want to destroy it with all of the military and political potential that it has. In that year, Allah decreed that His Prophet would be born. We don’t know the exact day that this happened because there are many references to when it may have happened, but it seems like this military onslaught against Makkah was attempted during the month of February in the year 570 on the Gregorian or Western calendar which may have been, (according to some reliable sources), almost 50 days before the birth of Allah’s beloved. 
Brother and sisters, committed Muslims…
The meanings that come to us from Allah are meanings that are pertinent to our lives, activities and to the physical and real world around us. In our time, (excuse the blunt word), we have some crooks who claim that “they are the Custodians of the two Harams.” These are the ones through which we, (the rest of the almost 2billions Muslims in the world), have to report for permission to discharge a faridah and a rukn of Islam. This is unheard of. It’s like saying “I need permission to fast Ramadhan!” We know that’s crazy! No one asks permission to fast Ramadhan. It’s like saying “I need permission to discharge my Salaah!” We know this is ridiculous! No Muslim should ask for permission to perform their Salaah. If we are not asking for permission for the four other foundations of Islam, why are we asking for permission to perform the 5th foundation of Islam. That’s what we have been doing! We ask these people who speak a lot about shirk, (the way they do), “is this not shirk to ask you for permission to show our loyalty, affinity and obedience to Allah?” When you come across them, ask them “what is this?” This is what has just appeared in the past 24 hours. This same government that rules there said the following, (this is in writing in the media), “the Saudi government has issued 1,7j each year; but when our Masajid are mentally destroyed, emotionally skewed and physically inactive, then we live with accepting the imposed status quo upon us- not realizing that Makkah is in chains and that the Muslims are restricted. Yes- here in the United States you don’t feel it and you won’t realize it, but go to other places in the Muslim world where the populations are 100/200/300 million people and observe how many Muslims find hurdles and barriers that make it impossible for them go to Makkah and Al Medinah. 
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 28 November 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
