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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’sharal Mu’minun; Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (07-07-2006)
CONFRONTING AGGRESSION
There are very clear ayaat in the Qur’an that tell us beyond a shadow of a doubt concerning the issue of confronting of aggression. The psychology of today’s average Muslim or oppressed people cannot tolerate the task of repelling aggression, therefore we may need a mental tune up to understand our responsibility when it comes to aggression. We will try to follow some meanings of the ayaat that will shed some light and clarify this issue so that our confidence level will raise and we are no longer sycophants and toadies when it comes to the responsibility of repelling aggression. 

The 1st thing in a conditioned psychology in the materialistic world objects to is the act of killing. This, to a certain extent is normal. No one who is normal is born with the inclination to kill, but Allah has made it clear to us that lurking somewhere in the deep recesses of human nature, there is that pulse to aggress against someone else and kill that someone else. This whole episode began when humanity was not hundreds of millions of people- it wasn’t the over 6billion people that we have today- these were just the few individuals on earth, the limited number of the children of Adam (alaih salaam). One of these children of Adam expressed the intention of killing towards his own brother. This is not a different nationality, race, class, etc. that rationalizes today’s policies of killing- this is one brother towards his own brother. The ayaat in the Qur’an opens up this area that is not very well developed in today’s people who are the victims of this aggression. Allah says- what is this ayah relaying to us today- in world where we are engineered to accept aggression and other powers or forces are supposed to be engineered to legally and legitimately launch aggression. If we go back to the seed of aggression- when it 1st began- what does this ayah say to us 
and rehearse to them the news of Adam’s two sons in accordance with virtue and justice as both of them offered a sacrifice but then only the sacrifice from one of them was accepted; the sacrifice from the other was not accepted. As a result of this, one from them says to his own brother “I am going to kill you” (Surah Al-Ma’idah verse 27)
He says it in emphatic terms- that means “indeed, for sure, you can count on it positively- “I am going to kill you”
And the response to this was 
he said but indeed Allah will accept from those who seek perfection (Surah Al-Ma’idah verse 27)
Obviously, in the course of presenting a sacrifice… If your life is a sacrifice for Allah with sincerity and with the best effort that you have, you can expect Allah to accept it from you, but one of these two brothers was not in that mode; he wasn’t offering his sacrifice seeking the best that he can do and expecting the best that Allah can reward him- that wasn’t the case. The discrepancy between these two psychologies stirred the act of aggression in a brother against his own brother. So, we don’t live in an idealistic  world where there is an absence of aggression; we live in a world of human nature (in) which in its dark corners (it) has this pulse for aggression and thus for killing. Let’s get this straight- human nature has within it the intention to emphatically  kill. When one of these brothers spoke to his brother he said 
indeed, for sure, you can count on it positively- “I am going to kill you” (Surah Al-Ma’idah verse 27)

It wasn’t like he was trying to hide his intention or tip-toe in what he wanted to do. He came out in plain language and reinforced words and said 
indeed, for sure, you can count on it positively- “I am going to kill you” (Surah Al-Ma’idah verse 27)
This is evil, but why do we seek to look the other way when this evil is expressing itself to us? Our ultimate objective is that Allah is going to accept those who are working their best towards Him and for Him. No one has that abstract argument on their side when they say we can solve the issues of aggression by looking the other way or by not going anything about it. We don’t learn this from scripture. None of Allah’s scripture condones the coexistence with aggression. Allah says 
permission has been given to those who have been harmed by injustice, that Allah will give them victory (Surah Al-Hajj verse 39)
Permission has been given to those who are victims of warfare, aggression, military might- this is the psychological and mental gap that Muslims are suffering from. They think that in order to gain this military victory they are going to have to ask for it from these measly human beings, so they go begging. They come to Washington; they go around the world trying to procure military hardware to secure a victory that eludes them. Victory is not going to come from these anti-Islamic quarters- so where is it going to come from? 

and indeed Allah is capable of offering them this triumph and victory (Surah Al-Hajj verse 39)
But- are there any Muslims listening?

Allah is saying 
Victory is due to the ones who once they are firmly established in this world… (Surah Al-Hajj verse 41)
(now that) they have power, what do they do?

…they standardize as-salaah (Surah Al-Hajj verse 41)
They don’t just go individually praying- as-salaah itself becomes a social nexus.

they are in control of a financial system that produces good wealth (Surah Al-Hajj verse 41)
They just don’t at the end of the year take out several dollars from their pocket or several thousand dollars from their bank accounts and just pay off a yearly due- that is not aatawuz zakaah, that is just one person giving whatever is due by him. This is more then that. When they have power this is what they do
Now they have enough power to construct what is known by common sense and what is generally recognized by the public as being in the public’s interests of people (Surah Al-Hajj verse 41)
This is al-maaruf. They shoulder the public interest of people (and) at the same time 
and they deconstruct what is to the detriment of the public around (Surah Al-Hajj verse 41)
These are forward positions of power and responsibility. All of this begins by repelling aggression. 

and the conclusion of these affairs belong to Allah (Surah Al-Hajj verse 41)
What Allah is saying is don’t expect victory from Me if you are not going to do iqam as-salaah, ita’ az-zakaah, amr bil ma’ruf and nahi an al-munch- if you are not going to do that then My triumph that was due to you is being withheld. This is not something new to Muslims. This is something that has accompanied scriptural history. Allah says in another ayah- what does this mean? This is what this ayah is telling you and me 
If it wasn’t for clashes among people… (Surah Al-Hajj verse 40)
What would have happened?

… temples, religious institutions, synagogues, churches, and mosque would have been destroyed (Surah Al-Hajj verse 40)
(Do) you want to listen to this again? (The) next time someone comes and tries to convince you that “Islam is a peaceful religion on their terms”- they want to define what it means; meaning that “you guys better be peaceful because that is what your religion is telling you and if someone is coming to bomb you out of existence that is how you should behave you can’t fight back.” The ayah, once again 
if it wasn’t for this clash among people then the places that are designated for the consciousness, devotion and work of Allah- which are these religious houses of His- they would have been destroyed (Surah Al-Hajj verse 40)
So, it is our participation in these clashes against us that are going to preserve these places. After hearing and listening to this, how can some people explain away this central responsibility? The Prophet was not the 1st Prophet who fought. Why is it that the way public information makes it’s rounds, we are left believing that only we- the Muslims- have a military component to our character and then everyone else doesn’t have that component? That’s not right; it’s not true. If we listen to Allah and if we are ready to have His words strike out of the record everything that is forced on it, then we wouldn’t be where we are today.

Listen to Allah- OK- what is this ayah saying. For those of us who come under the spell of the “mighty media”…

Verily Allah has bought from those who are committed to Him their lives and their wealth in exchange for Al-Jannah (Surah At-Taubah verse 111)
What do they do?

they wage warfare on a course to Allah for a cause of Allah and consequently what happens in this process (is) they kill and they are killed (Surah At-Taubah verse 111)
We stop for a moment at these Qur’anic instructions- why is it that we don’t have an Islamic psychology that can raise its confidence level to accept the meaning of these words?

This is a vow that is due upon Allah expressed in the Torah and the gospel and the Qur’an (Surah At-Taubah verse 111)
If this is expressed in all the scriptures, then why is it today that the world is looking at us and saying only you Muslims are of a combat nature- as if they want us to feel guilty of trying to live up to these standards outlined in the Qur’an and in the Prophet’s Seerah. Bothers and sisters-after trying to ferment these issues in our mind-this is a world in which we (the Muslims) are victims and we are the ones who are being accused, they point fingers at us, when we still are not as robust as we should be in living these responsibilities and it seems like no Muslims have the courage to turn this around and say “hey wait a minute. You are saying that we are the aggressors and terrorists- you’ve heard- this record has been played for several years at least (and) for a couple of decades if you’re looking at it closely. We can’t turn around and say “wait a minute, you people who are telling us this, when you read your holy book, what does it say?” It says if someone hits you on one cheek you turn the other cheek. OK- why aren’t you doing that? Especially now- we have Evangelicals and the religious types that are gaining in numbers- let’s bring them down and look at what they have. Instead of every time (and with) everyone looking out of context and with malice at us, we can’t take a moment and say “wait a minute here; let’s look at this in a larger context! If you people are followers of the Bible or the Gospel, are you turning the other cheek when you go around the world dropping bombs on people in their homelands; with your military bases all around and with your military forces scattered from country to country using every type of weapon against people who are inside their own countries, minding their own business and trying to gain a better tomorrow? Where do you find justification for this? Show us! Is there anything in scripture? Is there anything in the Bible? (Is there) anything in these holy books or in any holy book?” Bring it to us and show us where it says what you are doing is right?! We just don’t have this type of Islamic confidence that brings about this type of Islamic momentum so that we realize that we have no reason at all to be apologetic for what we are trying to do. We haven’t done it yet- no Muslim yet is living up to this standard, but we are trying. Where is the justification to tell us that we have no right in living up to protecting our own selves and repelling this aggression? They can’t bring a secular argument to prove that what they are saying is right and they can’t bring a scriptural argument to prove what they are saying is right. They are bankrupt anyway they go, but why does it seem that they have the last word on this subject and we can’t say anything about it?! Why is it that it appears like this?! Look- brothers and sisters- these ayaat are not quoted to you in a void; you are reminded of these ayaat while there is a tragedy unfolding. There are tanks, warplanes and tens of thousands of troops that are amassed to make an assault on about 1,2million Muslims in Gaza. We’ve been saying for years that the relative silence that is characteristic of our Masaajid and public meetings have contributed to getting us to where we are today. If there was an understanding of these ayaat and if there was a social clotting around these ayaat, we wouldn’t have found ourselves in a predicament where there’s about 1,2 million Muslims that if a military aggression begins possibly tens of thousands of them will die in a course of a couple or a few weeks. How do we as Muslims fit into this? (Do) you go to your evening news program, you turn on your TV set and watch all of this happening in front of your own eyes?! This is the time where we ask if we mean what we say, then what does it mean to say that Muslims are brothers of each other?! Are you?! If a brother of yours was about to go under the tracks of a tank or a military machine you would be indifferent? You will be as cold as ice when you turn on your TV set and find your own brother going under?! This is precisely what we are subjected to. Who is going to blame an enemy for doing what they are doing? You will expect these types of acts coming from the enemy, but you don’t expect the enemy to be covered by your own Masjid. Your own Masjid is offering cover and protection to this enemy. Why? Because your own Masjid is not activating these Qur’anic ayaat that pertain to aggression in your mind every week, so you don’t have an immune system and the germs are attacking our body. We can’t blame the germs- the germs are supposed to do that, but we begin to blame our body because we closed off the immune system. When the Masaajid have become what they are (and) no one wants to speak about these life and death issues that come back to us every week and every season then we have no immunity. We don’t have any immunity and we don’t have any muscles anymore and that is because we choose not to have an immune system that is capable of fending off for us and we choose not to have any muscles to protect ourselves. It all begins with this false notion that we can win against this aggression by remaining silent or by saying that wars are not going to get us anywhere. You tell us- what type of war have we been engaged in? It’s always been that we are reacting to wars that are launched against us. We are not supposed to be in this position, but where are the thinking minds that can equate the massacres and the military campaigns against us and say that we have a network of tens of thousands of Masaajid in the world that are on the side of this aggression? Why can’t we have thinking minds that can see this issue clearly and not be confused just because some of these people who are running the show in the Masaajid pray or fast? What does their praying and fasting mean when they are incapable of lifting a finger of accusation against those who are spilling our blood? Brothers and sisters committed Muslims- this has almost become the norm from the Manaabir all over the world not to use the word jihad. Officials, governments and people who have the wherewithal and pull the strings have made it known to these people on the Manaabir that you can’t use the word jihad, qital or any of these similar concepts from the Mimbar. We told previously that in that country that is named after a family in Arabia- they have begun to place closed circuit TVs in the Masaajid; the same thing we are beginning to hear about the government in Morocco- they also want to begin to place close circuit TV sets in the Masaajid. What do they want to do? What to they want to obtain by doing this? (Do) they think that they are going to stifle the Muslims?! (They want to) literally keep an eye on what is happening inside these Masaajid, but Muslims are not as superficial as to think their thoughts inside these types of Masaajid, but it all goes to indicate to you that this is not a simple enemy that we are facing. This is an enemy that has many faces, colors, languages and many schools of thought and they all work for one purpose- and that simply is not to see us reconnect with these meanings of life and vitality.

Brothers and sisters committed Muslims…

It is with a heavy heart that we look at our own selves and the condition that we are in and realize that we ourselves are inviting aggression, occupation and the military presence in our lands. This cannot go on indefinitely. Any person who thinks that we have reached the end of history is mistaken. Those who are at the receiving end of imperial power and Zionist usurpation of the holy land (and) those who think that just because they have a loud voice and all of this military might that we have to succumb to them and accept their fait accompli. They are wrong. We the oppressed- we the Muslims- are never going to submit ourselves to this raw visceral type of aggression that is moving in different directions. They want to change laws that they’ve have on their books for centuries to try to silence the Muslim conscience. They replaced in their own public discourse, the evil empire of the last century called communism with this new “evil empire” of this new century which they call Islam and they think that they are going to get away with this. Brothers and sisters- they don’t even understand the lessons of history. Being cut off from Allah, they should be wise enough to understand that they can’t go half way around the world and take away other people’s possessions on a grand scale- they’re not going there and taking away their apples and oranges; they’re taking away their country and resources and then they think they’re going to get away with this?! It can’t happen. Muslims, this is the true time for identifying who you are. The more years we step into the future the more demand is going to be on you to either proving who you are or stepping out of this responsibility altogether. The grey area is receding; there is no longer room for those who are trying to play the ropes. The 1st who are going to fall are these false Muslim rulers that we have; these will be the 1st ones to come down and after that we are going to have a tomorrow of justice- not only for us, but for humanity. Don’t believe a word of what they are saying when they say they want to spread freedom and democracy in the Muslim world. They are taking away our freedoms. (Take a) look- for a few months they have been silent about democracy among us because they look at the elections. Everywhere these elections are being done, they see that Muslims are gaining political ground so they don’t want to speak about democracy anymore; but forget about them for a minute let’s look inside of us. If Muslims are gaining in these elections in different countries, why are not these Muslims themselves getting together? If there were elections in Iraq and Muslims gained the upper hand; and if there were elections in Palestine and Muslims in Palestine gained the upper hand, why don’t we see these Muslims in Iraq and Palestine meeting each other? We have not seen one occasion (and) we don’t know of one incident in which (just taking this as a sample) Muslims from Iraq and Palestine have come together and they tell us “Oh, they wish us democracy and freedom!” Brothers and sisters, you know this because you’re a Muslim yourself- if you had the freedom that is in your heart and soul you would readily and immediately seek to shake hands with your co-Muslim across the border wherever that be, but why has that not happened? Because they are lying and people who believe them are lying. They seek no democracy and no freedom for us. We are the ones who have to obtain our freedom and (if we don’t use the word democracy) establish our own shura- it’s not going to be done for us. Keep your eye on the ball- as long as Muslims who have been elected to these offices cannot meet each other, then the poison hand still enforces its will upon them and we still have no Islamic self-determination, but we are working on it and the day is approaching. We can see this by our presence with Allah and by our company of Allah. Those who cannot see it are under the burdens of a world life and a materialistic direction.
