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It is such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=7 (12-30-2005)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 16
KING MUAWIYA (3) 

With Allahs light and with His Prophets (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) influence, we will continue to dispel the dark corners in our minds, the ambiguity in some of our history and the misunderstandings among us that are traceable to the opening chapters that go back to the years and the times that followed Allahs Prophet. After the time when the best possible political behavior was exemplified by the four administrations that followed the passing away of the Prophet of Allah, after those critical years in which there was a transition from a political standard that drew on a sincerity and a devotion to Allah and His Prophet, we altogether should see that there was a qualitative change that set into our early history on the decision making level of the Ummah. Now, for the 1st time we have a monarchy that is making decisions for the Muslims. This monarchy parted in a break-away attitude from the principles, values, standards and the strategy of Allahs Prophet and the monarchy had given itself an air of legitimacy- obviously, it needed that to survive. The 1st source or channel of this legitimacy that was going from now on to be played up, expanded and publicized had to do with a ahaadith that are attributed to Allahs Prophet, and one of these purported ahaadith  is taken as a authentic and a common hadith. What are these two ahaadith saying to us? Remember, these hadiths have lived on and they still continue to circulate in all the Islamic literature from whichever perspective you are approaching it. The ahaadith, and people ask, when is a hadith valid and when is it not valid?! We will put these hadiths and see if they measure up to the verifier of validities and that is Allahs incontrovertible, ever-lasting truth in the Qur'an. The 1st hadith that is widely quoted and was taken all the way back then as being a source and a channel of legitimacy for the 1st monarchy or monarchical system in Islam. "This position of leadership belongs to Quraish. Anyone who expresses an opposition or an animosity to this (Al-Amr), meaning to the leadership being inherently in Quraish, Allah will cause him to fall face down." This is in reference to the leadership of the Muslims. Al-Amr here is in reference to the leadership of the Muslims. It is reported to us through the books of hadith that this position of leadership belongs to Quraish. Then, the hadith goes on to say, "Anyone who expresses an opposition or an animosity to the leadership being inherently in Quraish, Allah will cause him to fall face down." Then, the final qualifier, "As long as these leaders from Quraish are responsible for the substantiation or the established order of this Deen." This was widely and particularly quoted when there was a shift from a particular standard of governance during the time of the Khilafah to a new form of government which is a dynasty, a kingship and a monarchy, and so was the case with the adjunct hadith that is quoted. This is more specific and more succinct, in which we are told that the Prophet is reported to have said "The imams, meaning the leaders of the Muslims come from Quraish." So, we have what may be called Al-Quraishiyah, a segment of society- up until the oft quoted ahaadith, two of which were just quoted, and other similar and collaborative hadiths that give legitimacy to Quraish, we know that Quraish in its bulk was at war with Allah and His Prophet for the longevity of the Prophets existence in Arabia. But now we have a king who comes from this bulk and this center of Quraish that needs legitimacy, because we no longer have the peaceful transition of power which we noticed in the previous four administrations preceding this king. This king is king Muawiya that we are speaking about to continue what we were shedding light on previously. Now, these are hadiths that may or may not be authentic, but we know for sure what is authentic, and these are the ayaat in the Qur'an. The ayah that we all know, that has no change to it, and that tolerates no ambiguity of meaning is

The most noble, dignified and honorable of you in the sight of Allah are those who have Taqwa, ie. those who are more on their guard towards Him. (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13)

 This is not mutashabih ayah, ie. this is not an ayah that tolerates a variety of complementary meanings- this is a clear, clarifying ayah. There is no blanket statement here for a tribe or a nationality. If there are people who from within Quraish acquire Taqwa, they are noble. If there are people within Quraish who acquire a degenerative behavior, they are excluded from the meanings of this ayah. Al-Quraishiyah became a problem because we had rulers who are propagandizing what are reported to be hadiths that are related to Allahs Prophet that give legitimacy to Quraish to lead. So, we had a king who said "I am from Quraish, therefore I have a special status to rule." 

Another problematic issue that sought to give legitimacy to an illegitimate ruler, remember, this extends from those days, up until now- the only exception in that early era was Umar ibn Abdul Aziz (radi Allahu anhu) who wanted to tear down this false legitimacy and bring back the relationship that belongs between those who rule and those who are ruled, but besides him, we have had this ongoing and still we have it today. Another area that these new rulers, kings and monarchs in Islam tried to use at that time to give themselves legitimacy is what is called As-Suhbah. As-Suhbah means the companionship to Allahs Prophet. But now, it comes to "What do you mean by a companionship to Allahs Prophet?" Here, we begin to be exposed to an expanded and a very flexible definition that makes anyone who saw Allahs Prophet to be in the company of Allahs Prophet or a Sahabi. So, we had people who during the last year or two, at the end of the 23 years of the struggle that Allahs Prophet gave to the Muslims and to the world, who jumped on the Islamic wave of the future and declared themselves to be Muslims and therefore entered into the company of Allahs Prophet and some of them only by seeing him. So, by visualizing Allahs Prophet, according to those who have usurped power in the Umawi dynasty, these people are Sahabis. So, the 1st king to be, he wasn't the king yet, Muawiya at that time was a Taleeq, a person who was amnestied when the Prophet and Islam regained their position in Makkah, but the propaganda machine went to work full force during that 1st monarchy and tried to impart legitimacy to that monarchy. So, they had to say that Muawiya, the 1st king in Islam has virtues to him. He is from Quraish, and remember what we are saying to you are from state positions or from positions of power. Quraish has a legitimacy and As-Suhbah has a legitimacy. This king was trying to pull these two currents together to give him legitimacy. 

The literature goes that Muawiya was a scribe- he wrote the Wahy, so doesn't that give him a special status. There was another person, they don't mention these in these books, Abdullah ibn Abi Sarh who was also a scribe who wrote the Wahy, but what happened to him? He became a Murtad, he denounced Islam and lied about Allahs Prophet and there was nothing there that said that just because he wrote the Wahy we are going to overlook his true behavior and character. Besides, if the meaning and the definition of As-Suhbah is to extend to mean everyone who saw Allahs Prophet, there were Munafiqin who saw Allahs Prophet. Ibn Ubayy ibn Salul, the head of the Munafiqin, wasn't he seeing, talking and praying immediately behind Allahs Prophet in the 1st row in the Masjid- and we can go on and on. So, this definition doesn't hold any weight especially in light in the ayah, regarding which there are no questions marks as there may be regarding such meanings that are purported to be hadiths. The ayah that speaks to us directly from Allahs book says,

Muhammed is the Apostle or Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are strong and fierce against the kuffaar and they are cordial and compassionate towards each other. When they come together, you see or visualize them in ruku and sujood. They are seeking from Allah his satisfaction and His plentiness. (Surah Muhammed verse 29)

Notice the wording of the Qur'an- those who are with- it doesn't mean those who are around the Prophet are with him. But, this new propaganda that is being churned out by a dynastic government wanted to confuse As-Suhbah with the Maiyah, it wanted to confuse those who were around the Prophet with those who were living, sacrificing and sharing the responsibilities of being with him. So, we have this effect that has taken its course and the reverberations of it are still alive in this world. It's very hard to come to Muslims and tell them "re-gage yourself and remake your thoughts with the primary influence being the Qur'an and the Prophet" and these other issues that came into play in history should be weeded out. When Allah says those who are with him are cordial and compassionate towards each- did this king, Muawiya express any of this compassion or mercy towards those who were around Allahs Prophet? 

When he was influenced by the form of government in Ash-Shaam, he had an advisor called Sarjun Ar-Rumi. You would think that if a persons main influence is going to be from the Qur'an, why do you need…we didn't experience in the personalities of the four leaders of Muslims that preceded him advisors from Byzantium or Ar-Rum, or Al-Furs- the predominant powers at that time. This ruler created and developed things that didn't exist before. He sits on something equivalent to a throne. We don't know of Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali (radi Allahu anhum) sitting on something that looks like a throne. He has personal guards- he has an entourage of security personal around him. Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali didn't have any of that. There were copper coins that were minted in Ilya' in Palestine that had Muawiyas image on them. In a copy cat manner, he wanted to be just like the Roman kings. Those who saw those coins say that they were a bad or incomplete duplicate of what the Romans had. This new king in Islamic history also had units- men who had lost their virility inside the inner circle of this new prominent figure in the Muslims lives. These didn't exist before.

Muawiyas advocate and public relations man, Amr ibn Al-Aas tried to use this Quraishiya, this line of "legitimacy", when he was arguing with Abu Musa Al-Ashari who was representing the side of Ali. Amr was telling or trying to convince him by telling him of the Muawiyas qualifications by saying that "he is also related to the Prophet. The Prophet was married to his sister- Umm Habiba (radi Allahu anha)." They were trying to use that. You see- all of these are attempts to trying to legitimize the usurpation of power- something that still up to this day we cannot penetrate with our thinking minds and undo at least in a theoretical sense the purported legitimacy of todays rulers.

This advocate and public relations man, Amr ibn Al-Aas, after he couldn't convince Abu Musa Al-Ashari, what did he tell him? We looked at this issue from the other side a few months ago, now we are looking at it from this side. He said a statement that should be ringing in everyone's ears nowadays, because it speaks exactly of todays political opportunists. When in the middle of a "civil war" among the Muslims it appeared the only way that this "civil war" was going to come to an end was- this is the way Amr ibn Al-Aas, almost the outer ego of  Muawiya expressed it- these are his words, this should be echoing in everyone's mind "This contention for leadership of the Muslims is not going to be fixed, this competition Muawiya and Ali, except by a person who has an appetite. Darus, literally means a person who has a good set of biting teeth. It's going to be a person with a good set of biting teeth, with an appetite who will devour and who will feed." Can you place this statement in the atmosphere of the Qur'an or in the climate of the hadith? Is this how we are going to fix something that is broken inside of our government and society- to bring someone who has an appetite and who has good biting teeth, who will satisfy his own appetite and throw out food for the public? You can't! You can't place these types of statements and behaviors in the environment of the Qur'an and the sunnah. Impossible! 

And, lest, we have someone who will come and say, "But we haven't heard anyone else refer to Muawiya as a king!" We will take you back to that time, to a person who was one of the 1st to become a Muslim. When he was 17 years old in Makkah, he came to the Prophet and he announced and proclaimed his submission to Allah and to the Prophet. When all of these "civil" conflicts among the Muslims began- Al-Jamal, Siffin, An-Nahrawaan, Al-Madaai, etc.- he was involved, but then he began to see what was happening. Before Uthmans time, he was appointed as the Muslim governor over Al-Kufa, then during the time of Uthman, he was relieved of his responsibilities- this is Saad ibn Abi Waqqas (radi Allahu anhu). The person who took over his position of governor over Al-Kufa was Waleed ibn Uqbah ibn Abi Mueet. Saad was called the maternal uncle of the Prophet even though he was younger than him because the Prophets mothers uncle was his grandfather. He was replaced- there came a time when those in Al-Medinah thought that he was not qualified to be the governor of Al-Kufa so Waleed replaced him by orders from those who were governing during the time of Uthman- maybe from Uthman himself or maybe from those who were around him- this area remains undetermined. This new person who is leading the Muslims there goes to lead salaat-ul-fajr and he prays four rak'aat. Al-fajr is two rakaats- this governor prays four rak'aat and he is drunk. We're not taking this from biased historical sources. This is common historical information that does not circulate. Then, after he finishes four rak'aat, he turns around to the Muslims and he tells them, "Do you want me to pray extra rak'aat." Saad is aware of this. When the "civil war" between those on the side of the king to be and those on the side of the legitimate khalif or imam occurred Saad withdrew himself from this and some people from Muawiyas side came to him and said, "Why don't you participate in this war? We'll give you a sword, just participate in this war." Look- they're looking for legitimacy and he said to them "If you were to give me a sword and I were to use it, I would wish for this sword to have no blade if is going to be used against any Muslim and I would wish that it has a thousand blades when it is used against the kaafirs." So, he wasn't involved in this. At one time, Saad who, for your information, now that we're speaking about these early Muslims- some of you say we need a little more information about these founding fathers of an Islamic authority- Saad was the last Muhajir to have died- with him, all the Muhajirin that went with the Prophet from Makkah to Al-Medinah were dead. When he was dying, he said to his family, "Go bring me that dress that I have." -what we call today- the cloth. They said "Why?" He said, "Because these are the clothes that I wore in Badr." The 1st encounter or major war in Islam against the kaafirs was Badr. He preserved the clothes that he wore at Badr so that he would be wrapped around with these clothes when he goes to his grave. Saad was the 1st person to release an arrow when the Muslims 1st encountered the kaafirs in warfare. At Uhud, the Prophet of Allah said, "Shoot Saad, may my father and mother be sacrificed for you." It is not known in Islamic literature and in the hadiths of the Prophet, that the Prophet ever said "May my father and mother be sacrificed for you." to anyone except to Saad.  Saad was also given the military position of being responsible for 30,000 Muslims in their war called Al-Qadisiyyah against the Persian empire. There were 100,00 on the other side. He was the one who dispatched Rab'i ibn Aamir (radi Allahu anhu) to Rustum, the king or the headhantial amongst the Persians to try to diffuse a war. This Saad goes up to Muwaiya, being who he is- notice the two behaviors- Saad says to him "Assalaamualaika O King." So, we're not the 1st ones who are saying Muawiya is a king. We've heard it before and we've heard it from that early generation around the Prophet. "Peace be upon you the king or you who are king." With a smirk on his face, this is how the literature says, defines or describes Muawiya- Muawiya tells Saad "And what was wrong with addressing me by saying Assalaamualaika  O Ameer Al-Mu'mineen- Peace be upon you o commander of the committed Muslims?!" Saad responds to him by saying "I would never ever have reached the position that you are in by doing what you have done" As the exchange proceeds between Muawiya and Saad, Muawiya tells Saad "Why didn't you carry arms with us against our opponents?" This is what Saad told king Muawiya "I would never carry arms against a person who I heard the Prophet describe and say to him the following: You (the Prophet is addressing Muawiyas opponent who is Ali ibn Abi Talib) in relationship to me is like Harun is to Musa (alaihima salaam) except there are no Prophets who will come after me." In the middle of this history, when we want to recall or recount it, the words of Allah are flooded by emotionalism, nationalism, sectarianism, tribalism and ignorance. We are the ones who are going to have to take ourselves back to Allah and His Prophet and when we look at these issues we should look at them understanding Allah and His Prophet. 

The most noble, dignified and honorable of you in the sight of Allah are those who have Taqwa, those who are more on their guard towards him. (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13)

Muhammed is the Apostle or Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are strong and fierce against the kuffaar and they are cordial and compassionate towards each other. When they come together, you see or visualize them in ruku and sujood. They are seeking from Allah his satisfaction and His plentiness. (Surah Muhammed verse 29)

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims

We have many jobs to do, but one of the most pressing ones is to overhaul our understanding of the way things went in these 1,400 years or so that have passed. There are two ambiguities that usually interfere with sound thinking towards the Qur'an and the Prophet when we try to reconsider the way a monarchy began to erode the standards of ruling. The 1st one is the expansion of the Muslim territory during that time. During the time that we are speaking about, the Muslims in their military capacity were moving from one land to the next. This was a fantastic unprecedented flow of a people in all directions of the world and usually when this happens, people begin to associate this with the government. This is an unfair and inaccurate association. You can have militaries moving in history prior and post Islam that had nothing to do with those who are in the ruling positions. This had to do with the pulse that began in Makkah and Al-Medinah and nothing to do with the politics of Damascus and Baghdad and we confuse this up until now. Our confusion is complicated by the fact that we do not wish to take a closer look at the vital and the dynamic issues that interplayed during that time- that's one confusion. The other confusion is the modernity or the scientific advancements that the Muslims gained during a time when their political standards were lowered. Civilization and modernity- two words that are used even though they have to be refined are in the Muslim public mind attributed to those who are at the highest levels and they have nothing to do with it. You can take todays world, you don't have to go back to history, take America as an example, do we attribute the scientific advancements, research, investigations and discoveries that we have in todays world to the white house? We know how corrupt the politicians in todays world are, so do we attribute whatever progress there is in science and technology to a corrupt ruling class! We don't do that! If we don't do that today, how come we are supposed to be convinced of this in our Islamic history? No- we shouldn't. But is takes the involvement of our minds with Allah and His Prophet to deliver us from the ignorance that can feed into warfare in our world today and for purpose and that reason we speak about this. We don't take any pleasure in opening up these chapters and these issues in such a forum, but as we are forced to, we will not shy from expressing this truth.
