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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’asharal Mu’mineen… 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (12-09-2008)
RAMADHAN WITH THE PROPHET
Neglected during Ramadhan by the bulk of Muslims; but now, time has caught up with them. If you excused yourself on the basis, (which is really no basis at all if we were Qur’anic and Prophetic Muslims), of Ramadhan requiring an over emphasis in spiritualistic devotion, that’s time and month has gone. 
It was, recently, the month of Ramadhan- the month of Taqwahh; i.e. the central feature and the most important characteristic of that month was that of Taqwah.

Oh you who are secured in your commitment to Allah, … fasting has become your assignment as was the assignment of those who came before so that you may be on guard against Allah. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 183) 

… in such a manner Allah makes apparent the traces of His power to mankind so that they may be on guard against Allah. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 187) 

During this month of Ramadhan, in the 1st pages of our history, (remember- this is during the month of Ramadhan, (the meaning of which, in our day has been diluted and distorted), the Prophet of Allah and the Muslims who are fasting set out to obtain his and the Muhajireen’s financial and economic rights. There was a caravan belonging to Quraish that was on its way back from Ash Shaam, (geographical Syria), to Quraish in Makkah. There was over 100, (in today’s language, they would have been called), wagons of commercial stuff and there were 30 men who were supervising this grand commercial caravan; and heading those 30 men was Abu Sufyan. Word arrived at the beginning of Ramadhan in Al Medinah that there’s a caravan that’s on its way to Makkah; because Al Medinah is North of Makkah, this caravan is going to pass in an area not very far from Al Medinah. So, the Prophet of Allah and the Muhajireen for Allah said this is the best time to recoup our losses. In today’s Islamic psychology, (if we can call it that), and public mind, no one would think about going on a military mission to claim their rights that they forfeited or could not take with them when they were forced to leave Makkah. These people had rights, belongings, property and wealth that they were forced to leave behind in Makkah; now, (if we wanted to use another of today’s words), they were like expatriates in Al Medinah. Al Muhajireen were property less, wealth less and they were people who were forced to dislocate from Makkah to Al Medinah. Now, they hear that these Mushriks of Makkah- who did not compensate them anything when they were forced to leave Makkah- (are nearby). How did the Muslims think in this month of Ramadhan? Did they think “oh- wait a minute here, this is the month of Ramadhan, we have to intensify our sha’aair, ibaadaat and rituals. We’re not supposed to be thinking about an economic, commercial or financial activity; even though we know we have rights just like other people, but to claim our rights in the month of Ramadhan?!.” Today’s public mind and psychology within the Muslim rank and file behaves in that way; as if the month of Ramadhan is a damper, an impediment to thinking about our rights- these are the same Muslims who say “the Prophet is their Uswah, Qudwah and example.” If the Prophet is your example, - OK, open you eyes and understand what Allah’s Prophet did, especially during this month of Ramadhan. When the news approached or arrived in Al Medinah and the Prophet knew that this caravan is going to pass at a reasonable distance to Al Medinah, he advised the Muslims with him that Quraish had this wealth in this stream of vehicles that it has, (at the time- we know what the vehicles were camels and horses), and we are going to go and (in today’s language) claim our rights. Up until this moment, when they were told publicly we are going to go and claim our rights, no one was forced to go. Out of that community, almost 320 individuals proceeded to a place called Badr. That was a place where there was a well of water and there used to be a periodic market or a bazaar that was held there, at Badr. (Some history books said it was once a year, others said it was a little more than once a year, this is a minute issue in history), the Muslims, Al Muhajireen and Al Ansaar- went out to Badr. The 1st observation is why are the Ansaar going out there? The Ansaar, the people of Al Medinah were not denied their rights; they didn’t live in Makkah and were forced out of Makkah and left their belongings behind them in Makkah; some of them were very affluent people, yet they decided to join the Prophet and the Muhajireen and go to Badr- and they did. They all set out to that particular route that they knew Abu Sufyan and this caravan is going to be passing near by. As they did that, news reached Aba Sufyan saying that the Muslims had left Al Medinah and their target is the caravan that he has. He immediately despatched a courier to Makkah telling the people of Makkah look, this is your caravan; this is your merchandise and this is your wealth. Muhammed and d these Muslims in Al Medinah are out to confiscate what I have. This person takes off and he goes to Makkah. Remember, (am I going to have to say this every sentence?), all of this is happening, developing and unfolding in the month of Ramadhan. When the Muslims left Al Medinah for Badr, they left on the 8th day of Ramadhan. So, the people of Makkah quickly put together a fighting force with the weapons, ammunition, provisions and supplies that that are needed for a war and they are on the way to meet the Muslims. What are we to think about this happening in the month of Ramadhan, especially nowadays when there is a body of doctored, fabricated, maligned and twisted information saying that we, “Muslims are terrorists abd warlike people?” With all the shenanigans that they are trying to pre-empt our will with, they haven’t seen anything yet. With all of that, we still go back and learn from our Prophet and the Committed Muslims who were with him. Now, the Muslims, (in this month of Ramadhan), realize… Initially they left Al Medinah and went to Badr to reclaim their rights by taking whatever sin this caravan, and it’s not going to be enough, but what they left behind in Makkah is much more than what this caravan has- so what they are reclaiming is part of their rights. Now, word reaches the Muslims who are camped in the area of Badr that a fighting force is coming from Makkah to fight, kill and do war against the Muslims. These are fasting Muslims- they are fasting during the day and they are observing their Islamic and devotion to Allah during the night- and they hear that these Mushriks have assembled a legion of armed forces to do war. Let us take a look at how the real psychology at that time- not what we have today, the shreds, bits and pieces that we find around-  of the Muslims and the Prophet himself respond to this. When some of the Muslims who came out to Badr from Al Medinah knew that there’s going to be a fighting force and they are now going to have to enter into a real war with the Mushriks, they felt reluctant; they re-thought themselves and said wait a minute, we left Al Medinah- not for a war; we didn’t come prepared for a war- what we came to do was to take over this caravan and re-claim the rights that had been lost by the Prophet and the Muhajireen and the Prophet throughout all of these years. We’re speaking about almost 15 years of dispossession of the Prophet and Al Muhajireen, so our hearts are not in it. We don’t think that we should now be involved in a war with the Mushriks of Makkah. These thoughts were circulating within human beings and human nature within this month of Ramadhan and the Prophet was among them. Of course, when the Prophet sensed that they are hesitant, he asked them what do you advise or think we should do? Individuals from Al Muhajireen, those who were with him spoke favorably. They said we are willing to take on this fighting force that has come to war against us from Makkah, but the Prophet was still hesitant because non e of the Ansaar spoke. One of those, Al Miqdaad radi Allahu anh, who did speak said -because they were not very far from the Red Sea, the commercial and caravan route was seaside, so he pointed towards the sea and he said to Allah’s Prophet, and if you were to transit with us the Red Sea and if we were to go-  he referred to a place in Yemen, (in today’s language it would mean, (like), if you were to take us to the most difficult place or to the end of the world we would go with you and we will not say to you what the followers of Musa alaih salaam said to him; when the time of war came they said to him - 
Banu Isra’eel said to Musa “Go you and your Lord- you do the fighting, we’re staying right here, where we are; we’re not budging (Surah Al Maa’idah verse 24)
So, the Prophet was listening to all of this and he still didn’t hear anything from Al Ansaar, the people of Al Medinah- who came to him originally and gave him the bai’ah, Al Bai’ah Al Aqabah- where in they pledged that they would protect him as they would protect their own families, women and children when he is in Medinah i.e. in their jurisdiction. But now, they are in Badr, and Badr is not inside of Al Medinah, so the internal thoughts, (so to speak), of Allah’s Prophet was maybe they are not going to take a stand if we are going to take on the Mushrikeen who are coming from a Makkah in a fighting force, then Al Ansaar are not going to be with us- so, he was waiting, maybe some-one would speak for them. In those moments of silence, Saad ibn Muadh radi Allahu anhu, one of the noble personnel of Al Ansaar looked at Allah’s Prophet and said it’s as if I sense that you want us to say something. He said yes. Then, he assured him once again, saying we will be with you wherever you go, whatever you do and decide, (we’re paraphrasing), rest assured that we will be with you every step of the way. When Allah’s Prophet heard these reassurances coming from both Al Muhajireen and Al Ansaar, he made up his mind to engage the Mushrikeen of Makkah in war during Ramadhan. What we had was the battle of Badr with all it’s details, (now is probably not the most appropriate time to go into the specifics and details of this battle), suffice it to say that during the month of Ramadhan, we did not hear and read about any Muslim around, with, alongside or in the company of the Prophet who said “well- this is the month of Ramadhan; we should be more concerned with praying our tarawih or with reciting the Qur’an!” We didn’t hear any such comment, as is the case when some one in today’s world begins to think about issues that feed into this type of decision making that we saw Allah’s Prophet central to. At the end, (this is in the month of Ramadhan, brothers and sisters- what we want you to understand is the principles and the standards of the committed Muslims with Allah’s Prophet and committed to the course of Allah and His Prophet. After the war at Badr, what happened, (in this war that was fought in Ramadhan)? What happened after this was the Muslims who won this war was, (the odds were against them; 317 odd Muslims facing around 1,000 odd Mushriks and Kaafirs. As we said, Muslims did not go out prepared for war, therefore they didn’t have the ammunition, weapons, supplies, logistics and any of the other details that go into preparing warfare)- was these committed Muslims, both Al Muhajireen and Ansaar, began to quibble over the “spoils of war.” Some of them had taken prisoners of war and some of them had obtained armour and weapons and they wanted to claim this for themselves. They didn’t want to claim this for themselves because they had a monstrous ego, they wanted to claim this as certification that they participated in this war, (in today’s language), medals or awards of honor, but they showed division in this and Allah had to correct human nature in 1st rank committed Muslims, Al Muhajirun and Ansaar, were divided concerning how are they going to distribute or disburse these anfaal, (the word anfaal does not mean and cannot be translated accurately as “spoils of war”; the word anfaal simply means extras), during the Holy month of Ramadhan by saying

The Muhajirun and Ansaar come to you (O Prophet) and ask you about the extras… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 1)
If we wanted to translate it literally, that’s how it would sound. 

… say these extras belong to Allah and His Messenger. (Surah Al Anfaal verse 1)
Meaning none of it belongs to you- the issue has been settled in this month of Ramadhan, with all the sensitization that comes with observing a fast to Allah, still, we had this type of behavioral discrepancy- and not by anyone. This behavioral discrepancy was by Al Muhajireen and Al Ansaar. Muslims should take note of this. They were not impeccable, ma’soomeen and beyond human nature- they were just like you and me and all followers of Allah’s Prophet. We peak in instances with our obedience to Allah, and with human nature being what it is, we may slide into our moments of weakness and the committed Muslims expressed moments of psychological weakness and Allah corrected this psychological weakness, not condemned them. Some other Muslims go to one extreme and they try to find something faulty about some Muslims and then they try to knock them down. Allah wasn’t knocking them down, Allah was building them up. Allah says in the month of Ramadhan concerning these obedient and observant; how do these ayaat sum up the character of these the committed Muslims who bore the brunt of this war voluntarily- there was no one forcing anyone to do anything. They went there as a matter of freedom, their own choice and because they are committed to Allah and His Prophet

Firmly committed Muslims are those who when Allah’s name is mentioned their hearts pulsate or tremble with Allah’s awe ... (Surah Al Anfaal verse 4)
The contributing factor of the sensitization of the hearts of these committed Muslims is the month of Ramadhan and observing this month of Ramadhan; even where issues of life and death look them in the eye.

… and if Allah’s ayaat are expressed to them- either the verbal ayaat or verses or the Qur’an that are revealed/recited to them or Allah’s ayaat i.e. His illustration of power sequenced to them… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 4)

What does it do?  
… it contributes to their imaan, intensifies their commitment, bolsters their devotion and boosts their dedication and they place their confidence and reliance on their sustainer. Those who construct the meanings that they recite in their daily salaah to Allah into the social fabric of their lives ... (Surah Al Anfaal verse 4-5)
This is Iqamah As Salaah; 
… and they spend out of that which We have provided them. (Surah Al Anfaal verse 4-5)
Notice brothers and sisters- these are fasting Muslims, and in these ayaat pertaining to the anfaal which pertains to the Battle of Badr, which was unfolding in the month of Ramadhan, Allah does not refer to their act of fasting to Him. These were fasting Muslims, (i.e. whoever was fasting from among them, because they may have had the license to break their fast, but nevertheless, this Battle of Badr took place in Ramadhan), and in commenting and explaining the details and consequences of this war, Allah did not mention the fact of their fasting. Their pulsating hearts- that’s the 1st description of them, … and when Allah’s demonstrations and illustrations are presented to them, their Imaan increases that’s the 2nd description of them; and then… These events contribute to the increase in their Imaan. Given the way we behave today’s conventional Muslim mind that has layers and layers of ignorance and impracticality piled upon it would have been expecting, (that’s assuming there is a mind- that’s assuming more than is actually there), or asking “well- why didn’t Allah mention that these Muslims were in the month of Ramadhan and were either immediately before/during/after it observing the fast?!” Here is once again the problem that we encounter- we simply don’t have Muslims who think and can place these critical events in context and understand the dynamics as they relate to the overall body of responsibilities that we are supposed to be shouldered with as committed Muslims. 

… they are in fact the truly committed Muslims, to them is a forgiveness and a generous reward. (Surah Al Anfaal verse 5)
Brothers and sisters in Ramadhan… 
As a matter of conscience and Taqwah, we cannot let an occasion like September 11th, (which was yesterday), pass by without some words of truth. This is the month of Taqwah. We try to ward off Allah’s corrective power- this is our Taqwah), we do this in the 1st instance by being able to think the truth and then to say the truth. In another supportive ayah, Allah says 

O you who are securely committed to Allah, be vigilant of Allah’s corrective power and express yourselves accurately; say what is precisely the truth (Surah Al Ahzaab verse )

On this issue of what is called the 11th of September, in which the mental, psychological and military progeny of those initial/ historical and archaic Mushrikeen and the kuffaar are trying to make a comeback to feed on our psychological inferiority, (I know- some people would say “why do you say such things in public?” What? Is the truth to be expressed in the private domain only?! The truth doesn’t belong to be in the public?! Whoever is listening to us in the public, let it be; the truth has its way of breaking new grounds. When we express the truth and say September 11th is the work of the Mushrikeen and the kuffaar using some Muslims, then we express the truth. They have been drilling it for seven years now, and they want us somehow to feel that we have some type of affinity with what they planned, managed and executed and all of the consequences that flow from these types of unbecoming and evil acts- they pump into this figure of Al Qaeeda and Taliban a character that happens to be almost all around the world- bombs going off here and there; assassinations and in all of this type of phenomenon that they rooted in the jihad in Afghanistan that they supervised since those days when they infiltrated the crook and the crane of every cleavage they could find in the Islamic activities that was under their financial supervision, (they extend it even up to this day), and they want us to pretend that we don’t even have the thinking ability to realize that not once has this sponsored phenomenon of theirs which they attack- to procure some affinity among the Muslims to it; this is a wild beast in this world, (if theirs such a thing that they are talking about)- then why hasn’t it struck against the historical and living evil that is called Zionism? It finds it’s targets in everywhere civilian areas, whether these are in Muslim or non-Muslim countries- (is) this the conduct of war that we know as Muslims? Any alphabetical ABC Muslim will tell you that this is not the character of Committed Muslims, i.e. to wreak havoc and shed blood of innocent people/civilians, whether they are in Muslim or non-Muslim countries. They want to slap us with this invention of theirs. Have you realized that some of the media that highlights some of the statements belonging to some of these types of characters speak about these characters of Al Qaeeda and Taliban to attack the Islamic Resistance in Lebanon or the Islamic State in Iran. In the whole world, the only thing on their mind is the positive developments, (that Muslims the world over), have in these two areas of the world?! We don’t have any other problems? It’s a pity and shame that we have some Muslims who have become part of this Mushrik machination. It’s reported that this Saudi Ambassador who used to be in Washington DC- was probably at the centre of all of this; his hand is drenched in Muslim blood all over the world (and who) got promoted after 911 is probably the point man of 911 became the Head of Security in the land of the Haramain in Jazeera Al Arab- has hundreds of millions of dollars going to this global monstrosity that is used as a boogey man to scare what would otherwise be rapidly approaching Muslims of self-determination. This guy goes around and gives money in the tens of thousands of dollars to those who call themselves Salafis in Lebanon, Pakistan and in other areas of the Muslim world- what does he want to do? He wants to foster an internal Islamic civil war? We don’t know the extent of this because the information trickles when it comes to this issue, but  this point man i.e. Bandar ibn Sultan, the point man of the enemies of Islam is reported to have tried to put together an officer-core within the Saudi armed forces and the National Guard to overthrow his own king and uncle. This is what happens to people who have polluted minds and diseased hearts, (as this person has), who is working behind the scenes to bring about sectarian strife wherever it is possible. You hear the words Fath Al Islam in Lebanon, Jund Allah in Pakistan and others- you can trace them back to this character of evil. If, in Ramadhan, Allah and the Prophet were exposing to us the Mushriks and the Kaafirs by name, then we should have enough information in our generation to expose these Mushriks and Kaafirs by name. Allah didn’t offer them any protection and camouflage and out ignorance should not act as their protection and camouflage. 
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 12 September 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
