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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters...
 
Audio on http://almusawwir.org/2007/12/29/learning-from-history/ (29-12-2007)
ISLAMIC HISTORY; IMAM KHOMEINI AND ZIONIST “MUSLIMS”- PART 1
I would like to begin by thanking you personally for being here this evening. I’m sure that some of you may have had other preferences and priorities so whatever you sacrificed this evening for being here, Allah will compensate you for that. I would like to also be more specific and thank the brothers and sisters who participated in bringing this program together and in particular the Management of the Islamic Center here and the resident A’lim for allowing and permitting (what seems like a rare occasion nowadays), to have what used to be normal procedure 20 or 25 years ago which is an echo of what brother Shaikh Hashem said concerning how the voices have grown feint when it comes to the blessed memory of Al Imam Al Khomeini (qaadaasahu Allahu Sirrah). I, sought of received a little feedback; coming initially to speak exclusively for the full time that I have about the late Imam; it seems some of you would like to here a little about the Prophet’s lifetime or seerah and others would like to here a little about what may be called “zionist Muslims” today. Taking that into consideration, we will try to, maybe, amalgamate these three components together and hopefully, (after it is all said and done), we will have contributed in a brotherly but frank way about the information about these three segments of the presentation.
First of all, we all agree and affirm that the Prophet of Allah is our uswat. Obviously, the ayah is very well stated, well beyond any human beings ability to state it. 
Indeed you have in the Messenger of Allah a behavioral model for those who are seeking Allah and the final day and those who remain perpetually, always or with a multiplicity conscious of Allah (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 20) 
Obviously, we have a certain, (almost), routine way of presenting the loft of the Prophet's lifetime; we're going to try to state the facts as we know them, but we’re going to go to do that in what may be a new light to you, (in other words, you probably never heard this before)- and this is what we need. We need to understand more closely and movingly what our beloved Prophet went through and make the transition from there to understand what Al Imam Al Khomeini also went through and make the transition from their to understand where we are.

When the Prophet of Allah came to this world, (obviously we all know that he came to a scattered amount of people), who were living on the desert sands of Arabia; he came to human nature- he wasn't coming to people who were somewhat super-human or sub-human- he came to human nature as it is. Of course, this part of the world was withdrawn from the hustle and bustle of the surrounding, (what is called), “civilized or modernized” world- that’s in reference to Egyptian, Persian and Byzantine or Roman/Greek civilization as it was called. It was a fringe area of the Arabian Peninsular that was in the margins of these surrounding civilizations- the Prophet came to these people. OK- let’s take a somewhat closer look at who these people were to understand what the Prophet had to put up with. These people were called the Arabians and they had their culture, religious hierarchy, commercial enterprise, (as un-sophisticated as it may have been; because remember, once again, they were not in the middle of a cosmopolitan, flourishing and expanding part of the world); it was the ho-hum of the Arabian desert. He came to these people with a radical message which blew their minds and had the potential to blow away their life and culture. People have a culture- they had their culture and other people at the time had their culture and ever since that time we had societies that had their culture- today, there’s the cultural issue. When the Prophet of Allah who is teaching us, (that’s how we are supposed to understand the relationship in one of its aspects), came to this culture, he didn’t immediately define either culture (and) he didn’t take issue with the people and the way that they were carrying on in their everyday life. It wasn’t only he who did this, it was all the Prophets of Allah- when they spoke to their people, they said 
… My people … (Al Qur’an) 
So, here is where the Prophet was working on a medium of communication that was not hostile, he was trying to work on what was common, (meaning on this cultural norm that he knew he’s coming to dismantle), between him and his own people. At 1st, the people just listened, but then, when they sensed how radical or revolutionary, (this has now become an endangered word- not many people use the word revolutionary any longer; it’s been just a few years, (we’re not talking about a lot of time), and what happened? The word loses its usage?!)- the Prophet came with a radical and revolutionary message but one that understood human nature. The society in Makkah into which he was born and to which he was speaking was a society that had its hierarchy; all of that hierarchy put together was called Quraish. When these chieftains of Quraish understood what this person- the son of Abdullah, by the name of Muhammed- was talking about then, the opposition began. We know the Prophet spent 23 years in his revolutionary struggle to replace this system of Quraish with a system that has come from Allah. (We’re sorry that the younger ones here may not know these details, and we don’t mean to offend the younger ones or speak beyond them, but if they ask you questions later on in the week, month or year, help them out on this problem), the Prophet of Allah spent 23 years in a struggle in which the contradictions between him and his own people caused him to change his speech from saying My people to having the Qur’an describe them as kuffaar and mushrikeen. This is a very strong opposition that was shown to the Prophet and it didn’t go away. You see- what we should learn from history is the Prophet of Allah managed to de-culturalize these people who became Muslims, but there own culture went underground. Here is where some of you should have a sense of understanding this history maybe a little better than other Muslims simply because other Muslims don’t dwell on it very much and that’s to their own loss because what would happen in the 30 years after the Prophet passes on (is that) the culture that was subdued in Makkah came back- this time, it came back with the political control of things; it didn’t come back with its pre-Islamic idiom or its jahili values- NO. It had deep Islamic cover. These people that came back with the pre-Islamic political and economic culture came back this time but they were wearing the Islamic attire; they were giving khutbahs and leading the prayers. We’ll take a page out of our history books and remind you that Al Imam Ali had to deal with this released time reaction because when he was struggling against the usurpers of power represented by Bani Ummayyah he was also dealing with his own power base who began to show symptoms of yearning for that culture. These are those who in the books of history are called shi’atu 
Ali. They, themselves, began to question- “wait a minute- the wars that were fought by the Imam to withhold this cultural comeback or bursting out is called in today’s language civil wars- the Muslims had civil wars- but we want to remind some of us, (we don’t know you personally; some of you not al all, but as an assembly of people- please accept this as coming from a brother), Al Imam Ali had to contend not only with those who were threatening with military force and with the armies they had in Ash Shaam but he was dealing with a public opinion that was feeling that “the tide is turning against you” and “why can’t you have a feeling for the future” and “why can’t you join this tide” and, (if you are not versed in history); unfortunately some of you commemorate Aashura and Karbala’ but you miss out on what went into the making of Aashura and Karbala’)- some of you should know that in this Southern Iraqi context of a pro-Imam Ali population base there were those who went to this civil war. They went to Al Jamal and they sustained the casualties and sacrifices from this battle; then, they went to Siffin and sustained the casualties and sacrifices at Siffin- these were their own people; we’re talking about families against families; relatives against relatives and we were not talking about hate. Even though they went to the war-front in their disagreement, they didn’t hate each other. This element of hate that some Muslims have against other Muslims, (even if their disagreements may take them all the way to the warfront), that element of hate was absent. How do we justify this presence in some people when we sense it in some people? Its ignorance, they don’t even know there own history! Then there was An Nahrawaan- these were, (we’re going to use this word, but it doesn’t fit here), what some people would call today “the hyper revolutionary Muslims” meaning they were more pro-Ali than Ali himself and they were the ones who turned against him. This is part of our historical personality; if we don’t know this, we don’t know who we are! Unfortunately, many times, if you go to commemorate certain issues, occasions, birthdates, battles and wars all of this knowledge is absent. If this required knowledge is absent and if this is a continuum of who we were, then we ask you “why do you commemorate Karbala’ and Aashura when you don’t even know the roots of Karbala’ and Aashura?” 
Abdullah ibn Abbas (radi Allahu anhu) was his colleague, companion, confidant and comrade in arms of Ali; when he saw that the yide was turning against this Imam of justice he took 6,000,000 dirhams from the Basrah treasury and he went to Makkah. This was the person who had fought with sincerity, sacrifices and with no questions up until that last minute when he in his own mind realized that this whole issue is not in the favor of the Imam so he was willing to take this money and go to Makkah and not be involved in any of this. (Do) you see- we’re dealing with human beings; Allah and His Prophet were dealing with human nature with the propensity to do what is right and with the propensity to equally do what is wrong. 

We’re dealing with human beings; human nature hasn’t changed; of course we have a lot of material things around this Earth that has changed- we no longer have the camel and the horse, now we have the aero plane and the train; a lot of things in the material world has changed but our human nature hasn’t changed. We still carry the same human nature that was there then that is here now. When Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) became the 3rd successor to the Prophet to make the highest decisions for the Muslims, he opened up the policies that were there before him. Abu Bakr and Umar (radi Allahu anhuma) had told the people of Makkah and Al Medinah you don’t go outside to these other lands; you stay where you are. When Uthman came, he said No! Who said you have to stay where you are?! You can go wherever you want to go. And they went. They went to these rich areas and now they got a taste of what it is to be rich; now, they felt the affluence that they didn’t feel before and inside of the Muslim society there was a social disease- what is called “class” today- the issue of class. Now, we have a combination- we have the cultural issue that centers around Al Asabiyyah, (We all, Muslims, know what the word Asabiyyah means- do we have to explain to you what Asabiyyah is? Asabiyyah is clannish solidarity. Even though Islam had put an end to it in the time of the Prophet, through that struggle and in those 1st years after that, but it had a way of coming back during the reign of Uthman (radi Allahu anhu). Now, Ali (radi Allahu anhu) had to deal with this; he stood for Al Haqq and Al Adl- when you stand for this, then these people who had a sense of the nationalism, (that’s an Asabiyyah), and now they had a taste also of class, i.e. what it means to be affluent. When Muawiyah was given this assignment to go to Damascus, (you know, nowadays, when nation states want to appoint Ambassadors to certain countries, they place something like “undesirable people” to be far away), this was a good move at the time i.e. to have this person away from Al Hejaz so that he could not stir up Asabiyyah- so put him high up there (in the) North; in other words “get rid of him”. But what he did was he acquired this bombastic character that doesn’t belong to Islam; it wasn’t hard for him to acquire it because he was fighting against the Muslims for 20-odd years. When Umar went to Al Quds and Muawiyah was coming to receive him, he saw him wearing something no Muslim would put on; (it was) basically something that people of protocol today (put on)- three-piece suit and looking fancy, tight and suit and Umar did not even want to see him. Muawiyah says Assalaamualaykum and Umar didn’t answer him. The the people around Umar said he said Assalamualaykum and you didn’t answer him?! Umar said who is he? What type of character is this?! Sometimes we get stuck on characters- the issue is not about characters, it’s way beyond that; the issue is that there is a social trend or movement in the opposite direction of Islam. That social movement came to a materialistic arrest when Makkah was liberated by the Prophet but it didn’t go away; it just went underground and then, the 1st window of opportunity it had- and it saw that 1st window of opportunity during the time of Uthman and it tried to break out of this isolation and make its presence known. Ali had to deal with that. Now, if we transit from that time, (we just hit on some points, but there’s a lot of details involved here, of course we can’t go into the details, but for those of you who follow the khutbahs online, we try to cover them in the Jum’ah khutbahs).
