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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Committed Muslims …

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (09-04-1999)
KOSOVA
This is the 3rd week in which the Muslim public attention has been concentrated on Kosova. Obviously, there is a mass human displacement and tragedy unfolding in these past three weeks and it is not an Islamic character to begin to look at events after the fact as they unfold- helplessly and haplessly. It is within the advanced stage of Islamic thinking as it is required to be to see or perceive of events before they occur. This is one of the meanings of the Qur’an tabseerah. 
… rather man has a perception of himself and what he does, even if he tries to excuse himself from it. (Surah Al Qiyamah verse 14-15)
And in the other ayah 
Verily those who factor in the fear of Allah into their thoughts, feelings, are touched by the influence of Ash Shaytaan or by Ash Shaytaan himself, they are reminded or they recall or they become insightful- at that time they perceive the fact. (Surah Al A’raf verse 201)
We ask in light of these ayaat and the other supportive ayaat in the Qur’an how many times have we been perceptive as to what happens to us before it happens to us? Instead of Muslims today being perceptive of the potential developments that are surrounding them in Indonesia, Central Asia and different parts of Africa and going on a thoughtful penetration of the plot and the plan that affect us in the millions what happens today? In this Jum’ah the word goes out last week and probably the majority of Masajid in this country are speaking in their khutbahs about Kosova. This is not what Allah expects of us. He expects of us to have seen the unraveling of the Islamic presence in the Balkans five or ten years ago so that we are equipped to take on the circumstances as they unfold with the accompanying hostility that many of us now watch in the television and hear about in the media. If we were as mature as to understand what Allah is telling us we would be speaking in this khutbah not about Kosova- as important and dramatic as this event is- but we would be talking about how to prevent another Kosova from taking place in another area of Muslim territory in the Islamic Ummah. Allah says concerning these opponents of His and by extension opponents of us
They muster all the means that they have in a conspiratorial style- they scheme and Allah says that He also puts together His Plan in opposition to them. Give or extend due time to these opponents or deniers of Allah because Allah’s approach to them is a gradual approach. (Surah At Tariq verse 115-117)
Dear brothers and sisters- notice the wording of the ayah. Give the time that is needed to Al Kafireen… not Adh Dhalimeen i.e. the oppressors and not Al Mushrikeen but to the kafirs because it is the kafirs who needs the time to be exposed by the policies and plans they have by the Muslims. Allah doesn’t tell us to extend the time of patience and resistance to Adh Dhaalim because their affair has arrived, but these who are hatching plots and conspiracies that are beyond our immediate detection can’t even explain this to the public. Why is there this type of a growing military and potentially a disastrous one unfolding in Kosova and the Balkans? Mr Public doesn’t have enough information and explanation for why this is happening. Once again, we reiterate that there’s no humanitarian concern for the Muslims by those today who are trying to use a humanitarian argument for their involvement in that area. Humanitarian?! There was a tragedy and catastrophe of untold proportions in Africa which is still growing and they’re not concerned with it, yet why do they show concern with the Balkans? If no one factors in the growing condition of Islam in Turkey, they will not be able to understand why these events are taking place in Kosova today. The sinister mind behind all of this is to try to secure another generation of non resistance to the Zionist occupiers of Palestine- that is the plain and the blood truth about this matter. The Turkish ruling class comes from the area of the Balkans that today is the focus of attention and these bombers and politicians don’t want Turkey to slip away from their control; they want to maintain their grip to check any Islamic influence adjacent or in areas neighboring Turkey. In the meantime they go on bombing in Iraq. No one speaks much about it; it’s a small news item if it ever appears anywhere and that consistent campaign also falls within the same strategy i.e. to burn the Islamic bridges and to sustain the status quo that protects the Israeli Zionist Yahudi usurpation of our rights and lands. Beyond all of this, there is another element that will probably not come into Muslim thoughts for months or probably years and that is these Muslims who are from the Balkans… We here in the United States or North America have different communities of Muslims. If you think about it in your own sphere of information, we know of Indo-Pak Muslims who come off-and-on to different Islamic activities, congregations and occasions; we know of Muslims from an Arab background who also come to these different occasions, ceremonies and congregations; Persian Muslims or African Muslims from Nigeria, Somalia, Ghana or other parts of Africa, but you ask yourself why has it been characteristic of Islamic movements- social movements, religious movements etc- that come from Europe been unnoticed in these activities? Can you remember several Muslims from these areas that are affected today who show up at any of the Islamic occasions that brings Muslims together- Jum’ah prayers, Eid prayers, the commemoration of an Islamic occasion? They seem to be non existent. Even though in comparison their numbers are not as condensed as the others, but still you would think they would interact with the other Muslims. The fact that now begins to surface is where are they? They have a presence here in Washington DC (although) not a very significant one but where are they in the Muslim crowd? The same can be said of them being concentrated in the New York and Chicago area. With a minor concentration in the Detroit area that we know of and in probably in California but where are they not in the Muslim crowd? Is Allah trying to send them a message? A legitimate question that should be thought out is “could it be that the racist world that is defined by Europe and the United States have affected them to such a degree that they don’t on a social level interact with other Muslims even though they are nominal Muslims?” This is not only a question that is presented to us, it’s also a question that is presented to them. Now, when the block of people that they thought they belong to is turning against them, they should realize to what type of people they belong. Unfortunately, the question is “why isn’t this type of consciousness present among the Muslims hither and yond? Why aren’t we permitted to ask and answer these questions among ourselves in the House of Allah and from the Mimbar of Rasulillah?” If Allah extends our lives for several years, we will begin to realize that Muslims, (several years from now; at that time, almost belatedly), with all the tragedies, bloodshed and mistakes there-in will begin to open these venues of thought-when we should have been doing this years ago! 
Do people think that they are going to be left just to verbalize an article of faith without being presented with these types of issues that test our patience, resolve and determination (Surah Al Ankabut verse 2)
As we said today, Muslims are lamenting this tragedy. Muslims are not supposed to be lamenting and crying about yesterday or now; they are supposed to be thinking and constructively acting for tomorrow and the future, but they can’t do that if the mind falls asleep when it enters a Masjid and when the conscience in the Masjid is not stimulated and this is the overall character of the Muslims when they come to the Masjid. It doesn’t matter what type of Masjid it is- don’t sink into peripheral, marginal or distracting descriptions of these types of Masajid around; go to them (and) sit there with a mind that is thinking and a heart that is pulsating and see how the Masjid and the people responsible for these types of Masajid are preparing us for these tragedies. The Masjid has become an accomplice to the bloodshed of Muslims because you’re not supposed to think when you speak from the Mimbar and when you listen to words from the Mimbar and you’re not supposed to feel with other Muslims when you are around them; you’re expected to enter the Masjid thoughtless and emotionless. Is it any wonder that if you’re in the habit of doing that to confront these wakeup calls when they come? This should be like a shock to the Muslims! Anyone can make it tomorrow- you go in front of the White House at eleven o’clock; there are many Islamic groups in this area who have decided to show their solidarity and what is this going to do for the Muslims now in this duress? They want to show this solidarity with the United States policy that are presented to be protecting the Muslims and here we are all of these days and years not thinking our way through life (so) on an occasion like this when it becomes a little complicated we think there is some humanitarian military affair to protect the Muslims! 700,000 Muslims now have no home- they’re out there in open land and who are the governments and countries in the world that are saying “OK- we’ll take you in? We’ll take 20,000 or 15,000 or 12,000.” It’s not the Muslim part of the world, it’s the non Muslims that are saying “we will take you Muslims in.” And what if they do take them in, is it likely that they are ever going to return? They’ve emptied that area of its Muslim inhabitants and then they presented themselves to us as humanitarians and then we in different Jum’ah prayers went and supported this “humanitarian policy.” It’s a heartbreaker to say that it will take Muslims some years to realize the fault that they are in today but that is our predicament. We have the Organization of Islamic Conference that met in Europe yesterday and the day before. What are these Muslims doing? We don’t know where the Serbs have diplomatic missions in Muslim countries. Why should they be permitted to walk among Muslims when they are dislocating a million of them? If they really had the Muslim interest at heart, they’d (come to us and say) “we want to expel all representatives of the Serbs and NATO from our Muslim lands and we will assume the responsibility of defending our own.” This affair of Kosova is an invitation to the Muslims to put together a united armed force. Is anyone thinking or suggesting that? Much less is anyone presenting it from the Mimbar in the Masjid where we are supposed to be expressing ourselves? A khateeb or preacher will come to you on this Friday and probably shed crocodile tears about this affair or exert lip service. Then, after a few weeks if it goes from the media- because if it is in the media it’s in the Muslim mind and if it’s not in the media it’s not there- they’re conditioned. Even in the Masjid with this Amamah we’re conditioned by it. Isn’t this enough? How much more blood has to flow (and) how much agony do we have to endure to wake up to our place in this world? With all this dhulm that has been placed in our midst, we realize that it is a channel and an avenue to Allah. 
… and Allah of certainty will support and come to the victory of those who support Him; for Allah is of a certainty All Mighty and beyond their reproach. (Surah Al Hajj verse 40)
Our triumph is not going to come from an alliance of forces (or) “convenient humanitarians” (or) such characters in the White House as we know; it comes from Allah and what we see unfolding in front of our own eyes is an invitation to acknowledge this path. 
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

Last week after Jum’ah prayers there was a meeting between three individuals; one of them is responsible for the religious affairs at the Saudi Embassy, one of them an intermediary from Dar Al Hijra and the person who is speaking to you. In this meeting, (which on the surface of it- and we cannot judge what was behind it- but it appeared a cordial and brotherly type of encounter in which), it appeared that there is a type of sincere effort to resolve this issue here at the Islamic Center. The details of this you should know and the details of this we should communicate to you and we’re willing to do so if we can sit together, put our minds together and try to see the best way we can deal with this in the reference of the Qur’an and Sunnah. We have never withheld our participation in any of the affairs that have to do with this Masjid. What is required is your word (and) honest judgment of what they present to us. From this place at this time we address ourselves particularly to the brothers and sisters who have been consistent in coming here and to the rest of you who come here off and on to make yourselves known to what seems like an effort that is taken up by intermediaries who say “they have the well being of Muslims on their minds and in their hearts in this issue.” We have never and may Allah forbid that we will ever approach this issue with any opportunism or any behind the scenes dealings, even though there is some information that some people who used to be in this Jum’ah are trying to deal with it from behind the scene. We ask you to listen carefully to what is being said and respond to it with Allah and His Prophet in your mind and hearts. Anyone of you can take the responsibility of coordinating a time and place where you who have dedicated yourself to this position can express yourself honestly and truthfully.
This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 9 April 1999 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
