	THE STREET MIMBAR Khutbah (16 March 2007)

e-mail: khutbahs@yahoo.com webpage: www.geocities.com/khutbahs
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/the_street_mimbar/

Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa Sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims of a conscience; a thinking mind and Muslims who are in the service of Allah Azza Wa Jall....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (03-11-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 48
WOMENS STATUS (PART 6)
It is sometimes very difficult to realise that some of the issues that we are trying to clarify may have us feel like in a position of defence or in a mode of catching up. Sometimes, these are passing thoughts that come to mind when we are speaking about an issue I don’t think we should be talking about. We have lagged behind and have inflicted our own families and societies with particular traditions and a culture and also brought upon ourselves alien ideas and strange behaviour and because of this, we found ourselves compelled to clarify some of these issues. We have begun in the past couple of months a discourse on the status of women. As we reiterate, we speak about this subject because we ourselves are smothered with the ignorance of it. We continue and we try to proceed from where we left. 
Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims- you are aware that there is a streak of what is called feminism that dwells in the world around us and that is beginning to penetrate into our own world. Many of us may not be aware of the feminists that began this break away attitude from Islam all together. They weren’t concerned with looking at the text of the Qur’an, reviewing the precedent of Allah’s prophet and scrutinizing the information that is coming to us from Allah and His messenger and they still remain not to be concerned with any of that. What they are interested in is to try and prove that they are in a struggle with man. This has become their obsession- females in the mode of warfare with males. Now, we ask ourselves, if we are steeped in Allah and His Prophet where did this alien attitude come from- this feminism, where did it come from? We may begin to identify some motivations or incentives for this type of behaviour- some of us (as we said) may not be as old enough as to recall the imagery of those first feminists among the Muslims of the past century when they used to present their lectures and their ideas and their bodies were exposed- their thighs, arms and breasts exposed; smoking cigarettes and puffing away as they are trying to combat their perception of women who are caged in traditions and according to them caged in Islam, itself, so they set out on a liberation course as they tell us. A Muslim women, and if she truly is a Muslimah, she need not feel these types of feelings, react in this type of manner or devise a superficial course of liberation that will lead nowhere as we see in societies that are not Islamic. When do we encounter (just to give you a sample) of how this contorted mind works... 

Some of these Arabic speaking feminists came and looked at the Qur’an- they know and they read the Qur’an and some of what is being said there, but they can be prejudice and they can be selective when they do such types of things- so they looked and they said wait a minute here look at this Qur’an it says in reference to Adam (alaihi salaam) that Allah has forgiven Adam. The ayah 
thus Adam disobeyed His Sustainer and went wayward, subsequently Allah forgave him and guided him (Surah Ta-ha verse 121)
You see, they tell us “look at the ayah, it is speaking about Adam; it is not speaking about Hawa (alaiha salaam). We are supposed to know that both of them are participants in the mistake that they did- eating of the prohibited tree or fruit. 
both of them participated in the consumption of that prohibited element (Surah Ta-ha verse 121)

So they tell us “then why is Allah speaking about amnesty to Adam and not about the same amnesty to Eve?” This is how their minds begin to operate. Well, if they were thinking objectively and if they were not on a course that justifies prematurely their own biases, the ayah did not say faasa Adam wa asat Hawwau Rabbaha, the premise is Adam initiated the act of disobedience and that didn’t exclude Hawa. Adam also solicited the reward of Allah and that doesn’t mean that also Hawa solicited the same amnesty from Allah, but this is what happens when we have prejudice minds and attitudes. They have a fore thought- they already worked out how to interpret these meanings in their own way without being objective about it. They began their deliberations and their discourse and it began to accumulate into books and volumes and even libraries on feminism and women’s liberation. They began telling us that al-haya, shyness, being coy or bashful… there is a hadith that says this haya is a branch or an extension or a derivative of imaan. These feminists and pro-women liberation movements come with their philosophy and they want to make us try to feel that this should not be a feature of a women’s personality. We tell them “this is a feature of a man’s and a woman’s personality equally.” But when we say someone is hayee’ or he has hayaa’, that doesn’t mean that we say someone is passive, indifferent or inferior- it doesn’t mean that. I, you, any man or woman can be in possession of hayaa and be as active, revolutionary and sacrificing as is humanly possible- one doesn’t exclude the other, but once again we encounter a mindset that wants to interpret things not according to objectivity and understanding what Allah and His Apostle have to say on issues but taking the words and then remoulding them around these types of feminists distorted version and vision of things. This type of language has inundated all around. We have to ask ourselves from week to week and from experience to experience “what makes women perceive of themselves in a belligerent position towards men?” This doesn’t come from nowhere. There has to be something that has motivated this type of behaviour- even though this type of behaviour is going off the deep edge. There’s something there and the something there is that originally this behaviour was a reaction in a non-Islamic environment, to be more precise in the Euro- American or the Judeo-Christian environment. They, men and women in those types of societies, began to have problems with each other and these problems began to grow and were fed by centuries of inequality and exclusion until a reaction blew up in their own history, but how about us? Did we take this polarisation to that type of extreme that they suffered from? We can’t find it. We do find that we, meaning in an Islamic society, in the relations of men with women have our mistakes- there’s no doubt about this- but these mistakes do not justify the type of literature and mindset that today is responsible for prostitution being (according to some counts) the 3rd most generating industry of profits, if we take the military industrial complex and the narcotic business (if we call it that). These are the only two that supersede prostitution as far as making money in the world. Today, we have a pandemic of sexual corruption and disintegration in human societies and this attitude of women warfare against men has no basis in the Qur’an or Sunnah. We covered ayaat in the Qur’an that speak about the normal and complementary relationship between husband and wife, man and woman and the masculine and the feminine- this is a relationship in which both sides help each other out; they fit together neatly and perfectly but what do we have now? What is the attitude that is trying to circulate among us now, when they take away al-haya? They begin with that, they say that doesn’t belong to an average and a healthy human character. When you take away this haya’ then what do you do? You say “Oh we are against couples getting married at an early age.” That’s what they tell us, they don’t like that, but they are very much pleased with youth at an early age fornicating and committing adultery- they don’t have any problems with that. You take it from there…

We begin to realise that they don’t feel comfortable with family relationships- this definition of marriage itself, so take away marriage. So what do you want? They want a consensual live-in-partnership between male and female, so that whenever a person wants to leave may leave and whenever a person wants to stay may stay and they don’t care what the consequences of that is, visa-vis any children may come out that consensual adult combination of living in one bedroom without the sanctity of marriage- they don’t care about that. So we have families that are coming apart and no longer a husband and a wife being able to maintain their normal relationships with themselves. We don’t find any of that root coming from the Qur’an or the prophet. In defining the relationship between man and woman, Allahs Prophet said, the wording of this, when prophet of Allah used the word shakaik which is the plural of shaki and shakka means split so he is saying women are the split proportion of men meaning at the genetic level- at the level of genesis, both these come from the same material or source and are equally split from each other to come back into life to equally compliment each other. This definitely does not give fuel to the type of verbiage and language that wants to polarize society between male and female, like we have in the world around us today and we have sexual chaos that is brewing behind the scene. From time to time we discover that a certain clergyman, we don’t want to give their ranks or their status’ in society, very high as it were on the religious hierarchy they turnout to be what? Paedophiles or they turn out to be what? Gay homosexuals or they turnout to be what? Perverts in every sense of the word. Why? Because they no longer have a normal relationship with themselves, their counterparts, the members of their own families and congregations. Why? Because, to begin with, they lost their normal relationship with Allah, their Maker and their Creator. This is where we have to bring them back into the fold. It is our responsibility to set the pace and show the course of movement and action in this regard. When we review, here is a moment for reviewing an ayah, lets take an ayah- we’ve spoken about some of these ayaat before, let us return to them, but with more thought. When Allah, at the beginning of Surah Al-Qassas, speaks about Musa (alaihi salaam), how does He begin speaking about Musa? He begins by speaking about Musas mother. When Allah wants us to begin to think about Musa, He begins with speaking about how He inspired the mother of Musa
if you fear concerning your baby then place him on that water, that deep water, we will cause him, (this was Allah’s inspiration to Musa’s mother) to return to you because in fact he is one who is going to be dispatched with a responsibility and a message from Us meaning from Allah and by Allah (Surah Al-Qassas verse 7)

Later, the ayah says 
the fuad of Musa’s mother, upon having her baby son taken away from her, became empty (Surah Al-Qassas verse 10)
The repository of feelings in a mother was vacated, and then another woman in the life of  Musa and that is the Pharaoh’s wife, she said concerning Musa 
this baby is a soothing element in our life he may be of great benefit to us (Surah Al-Qassas verse 9)
Another feminine, (we don’t use the word feminine like the way these other people in todays world use it with the agenda that they have) or feminine figure in the life of Musa was the one who in her own way initiated the marriage process with him. She said to her father when Musa was running away from the super power of the time, (now, if we wanted to translate this word literally) 
Oh father, rent him, meaning Musa (Surah Al-Qassas verse 26)

In other words, bring him and pay him for what he does.  (Surah Al-Qassas verse 26)

Ista’jeer- you cannot have a better person in that position then one who is reliable strong dependable and reliable. This is another lady in the life of Musa- his mother, the Pharaohs wife and then his wife. We don’t know and we cannot sense- this is a challenge for everyone of you- you go back to this textual source and try to find whether there was some type of  misunderstanding along masculine-feminine lines and if there was some type of friction between Musa the man and these women that are mentioned in the Qur’an- his mother, the wife of the most powerful person in that country and in the world and between him and his wife. Can anyone detect if there is any tension or friction in this relationship? Absolutely not, because there wasn’t and this is the case as it goes on in  the lives of all the prophets and in the life in the final prophet. 
Now, we know that it is very difficult to say with precision the following, but we extract this from history books- it is said that at the time that Allah’s final prophet passed on, there was around a 124,000 or 125,000 Muslims at that time- this was the extent of it. We are not talking about millions and we are not talking about what we look at today as a super power structure- we are talking about a life time of 23years of jihad and sacrifice- a struggle and a leadership that resulted in around 124,000 Muslims- now, we have the latitude to give and take a few thousand, lets not be very stubborn about this- out of that, the cream of the crop was about 8,000, these are called in the books of those times and by historians and scholars as-safwa- out of 124,000, we had around 8,000. From those 8,000, what is the number of the women who were in this cream of the crop of this committed Islamic social order? We had around 1,000 women. That’s one eighth of the best and the brightest as it were. That is a significant number, because if you take a look as the radical and the substantial social changes and movements in history up until now, even with the type of revolutions that took place around us, could you point to one eighth of the steering committee of that radical transformation of society as being women? We dare say with confidence there isn’t one eighth, one out of eight, we don’t find that, even though we had a 1,400 years to grow, develop and mature, we still haven’t being able to bring into the real activities of life one eighth of the decision making the participants who were participating in all the activities of life. 
In the battle of Uhud, there was a woman whose name was Umm Ammara. She was defending the prophet when men were running away. That didn’t create a problem in society about men and women. She received or her body sustained 13 wounds defending the prophet. The prophet would say I would look right and left, forward and backwards and I would see Umm Ammara all around. No one was telling her “you can’t participate in the battles”- because it is alien to the understanding of Allah, when Allah and the Qur’an say 
mobilise whether you are light or whether you are burdened (Surah At-Taubah verse 41)
That meant everyone. There was no exclusions here, every able bodied individual is expected to participate. There’s no discrimination here. Where did this all come from?

A woman goes up to Allahs prophet and tells him (of course, no one was yelling- this is a khutbah and our pitch of voice may go up) but she goes up to him and she speaks to him and says of course we’re para-phrasing) men have gotten the good part of you Oh messenger of Allah, we, meaning women, barely have any interaction with you. So he allocated a day a week to speak to women in his Masjid. No-one came and said “Oh what is all this about?! Women coming into the Masjid to speak to Allah’s prophet?!” 
Another woman comes to Allah’s prophet and says wait a minute here I am listening to these ayaat… Compare this with the type of reactive feminists in our time- she comes and says to Allah’s prophet I hear all of these ayaat and the overwhelming majority of them are speaking about men. It is said that an ayah was revealed to try to drill in the point that whenever these words that refer to men in the Qur’an are used are used also to include women. The ayah is in the response to this type of an enquiry from a women who approaches the Prophet of Allah who listens to her then have heavens reply, (Surah Al-Ahzaab verse 35). So when Allah is speaking about any mu’meen or any mu’meenah any Muslim or any khashee’ or any qaanit or any mutasadiq- using the linguistic construct referring to a male, Allah’s telling anyone who harbour any kind of question like that, that it is also inclusive of females. So, when Allah says Ya ayyuhalladhina Aamanu, this is Oh you men who are committed, it is not Ya Ayyatuhallawaati Aamanna; even though it is said that way it is inclusive of you, women. We don’t have that problem. We are surprised to have people think that we have that problem that can be traced all the way back to Allah and His prophet- astafirullah
Brothers and sisters- Committed Muslims…

Obviously we would prefer to speak, in these khutbahs, about the immediate issues that need our attention. We are going through hard times. We are just at the beginning of changing the course of history and correcting the international deviation that has been with us for hundreds of years. There are earth shaking events that we can speak about with a Qur’anic mind and with a prophetic understanding. There is the issue of a war that is contemplated against Muslims in Al-Ardh Al-Muqaddasa and Al-Ardh Al-Mubaraka namely in Palestine and it’s surrounding areas. Do you think we are comfortable here when we know that there are war plans for that sensitive geographical and historical area of ours and we have to speak about a social issue like women? There is a war that is in the making against independent Muslims who do not take their orders from imperialists or Zionists. Do you think we are comfortable delaying our Qur’anically understood analysis of these events and speaking about how we should correct our thoughts pertaining to our mothers, sisters, wives and our daughters? We are forced to do this because there is a pre-ponderence of ignorance amongst us. We have to go back and reconstruct, at least, in our minds the proper, the courteous and the befitting relationship between men and women so that we can get on with these challenges that are cropping up around us. We want to clear this just, like we tried to clear the issue of sectarianism, we want to try to clear the issue of feminism so that no one can come and haunt us and hunt us with this kind of issue.
