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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Committed Muslims …

THE UNDERLYING MEANINGS OF THE “RITUALS”
Little do the Muslims who have gone to Makkah and Al Medinah to fulfil their obligation of the Hajj know that this obligation has become an empty shell that has been drained from its quant-essential meanings. Allah did not impose on us rituals that have no meaning to our responsibilities in life. Every “ritual” that we perform is meaningful, relevant and practical within the responsibilities we have on earth.

When we state our article of faith, ash hadu an la ilaha illalah wa ash hadu anna Muhammedar rasulallah- the practical meaning of that is that we have liberated our mind and conscience (in theory at least) from those powers that want to enslave the mind and pollute the conscience.

When Allah orders us to perform salaah; He doesn’t say to us “pray”. You read the Qur’an, we all read the Qur’an, has anyone seen a direct order from Allah saying to us “pray- Sallu”? In the overwhelming majority of ayaat about Salaah, He says AQI MUS SALAAH

Make your salaah tangible, construct it.

Practical- that’s what our salaah is supposed to be.

When Allah tells us to give of what we have, He makes sure that this becomes an institution in life.

When He tells us to observe the month of Ramadhan, He wants us to gain the pre-requisite of taqwa, which is not some evasive spiritual quality. It is a practical behaviour that is noticed and detected by everyone that is around.

But just as La Ilaha Illalah has become an automatic and in some cases a free ticket to Al Jannah just by verbalising it; and it doesn’t matter what happens after that… We can verbalise the words and secure Al Jannah for ourselves; and just as Salaah has become a habit that doesn’t carry with it an obvious standard of life- we say one thing in our salaah, and we come out and life strikes us with the opposite direction of what we’re saying, because the standard of life around is not the salaah. Zakaah has been reduced to individual acts of charity. There’s no “Iqamah of salaah”, and no “It’a of zakaah.” Yeh- there are persons who pray and persons who spend of what they have, but these are individuals, and we no longer have the “Iqamah” and the “It’a”; and just like Ramadhan comes and goes, and there’s no trace of taqwa around… Has anyone observed that Ramadhan has anchored a consciousness and a behaviour that conforms to Allah’s power? And likewise has gone the Hajj. People go and come from the Hajj. It has been reduced almost to meaningless movements and motions.

All Muslims there during these times are going multiple times around the Ka’bah. Allah says concerning Al Bayt Al Haram,

Allah has rendered Al-Ka’bah, the Holy sanctuary Qiyaaman for people (Surah Al Maa’idah verse 100)

Where’s the lost meaning here? The lost meaning here is that the Ka’bah is no longer a place for people to make their practical statements on a worldwide scale. Has anyone heard of Muslims who go to Makkah and Al Medinah nowadays and have a statement to make to the world? You don’t hear about it, because it doesn’t exist! There’s no statement coming out of Makkah to the world. People who go to the Hajj haven’t taken a position as they are supposed to have taken. They haven’t been moved and motivated for Allah in the Hajj. The Hajj has become aimless! Is there something that the Muslims agree upon in the Hajj!?
Listen, (Brothers and sisters), Allah’ Prophet says A Muslim (or in another hadith), a committed Muslim is a brother to the other Muslim or committed Muslim. Brotherhood has a meaning. When you are someone’s brother, you understand him well and he understands you well. There are no barriers between you and him. Where else can Muslims express this brotherhood, where all barriers come down, and you can see through the impositions of life? Does this exist in the Hajj, where it is supposed to exist? Visually, everyone becomes equal- they take off clothes, because when you put on the different clothes, you make a statement. Some people see through the clothes that you wear- what type of status you come from, the type of inferiority you suffer from, the type of class that you belong to, your national origin and how clean or otherwise you may be- all of that visually comes down when one puts on the ihraam. Everyone is supposed to be equal to facilitate the process of communication. But, what do you do when you put on this ihraam and there’s no process of communication going on? What’s the ihraam for? You might as well not put on your ihraam. Can you imagine someone going to the Hajj and he says “I’m not going to put on my ihraam?” Everyone will look at him and say “What’s wrong with you? This is required. You have to put on something that is not sewn, the fabric you wear has to be white, it has to be two pieces, one of them covering your upper body and the other your lower body.” OK, all Muslims do that, but what do they do after that? Nothing! Why do you put on this ihraam? Because here, you want to bring down all stereotypes, all pre-conceptions (and) all the pollution that is in the world that interrupts the process of communication between you and the other Muslim beside you. But no-one is allowed to communicate. Hajj has become an activity once a year in which Muslims are forbidden to communicate. How can we express ourselves? If Allah is saying:

Indeed, this Ummah of yours is one Ummah (Surah Al Mu’minoon verse 52)
Would you know that by going to the Hajj? Would you feel that this is one Ummah by going to the Hajj? How can we become one Ummah, when a few of us cannot communicate and consolidate our hearts at that basic level and at that central position in Makkah and Al Medinah? If we are not allowed to do so, then how do we say that this is one united Ummah? 

In Makkah and Al Medinah, Muslims are supposed to express a sense of globalisation. That doesn’t come from Muslims! Right now, who is defining globalisation? Who is telling Muslims and non-Muslims where this world is going as barriers are coming down and people are coming closer together? But on whose terms are they coming together? On the terms of Shaytaan, big money, business, trans-national capital and profit- not on our terms of humanity, brotherhood, equality and justice! There’s no message of globalisation that the Muslims carry with them to Makkah. 

Just like they serve us fast food (you’re supposed to go and eat in a matter of five, 10 or 15 minutes, and it’s over), now, they’re giving us fast rituals. You’re supposed to go to the Hajj and perform what is supposed to be a matter of three months in three weeks. Therefore, we are not able to bring into full fruition the meanings that are supposed to dwell in our souls and penetrate the core of our feelings in the Hajj. They’re not giving us the three months to go to the Hajj. 
Then, the Saudi government imposes on Muslims its permission for you, us and the rest of the Muslims to go to the Hajj. Where did all of this come from? Do we need the permission of any worldly presence, be it governments, individuals, corporations, powers, whatever? Do you need anyone’s permission to perform your salaah; fast during Ramadhan; say Ash hadu Allah ilaha illalah wa ash hadu anna Muhamedur Rasulullah; or pay your zakaah? (Not yet) Then, how do we need someone’s permission to go to the Hajj? Where did this come from? Has anyone questioned this? Has anyone thought about this? “Look I a going to perform Hajj for Allah, who says I need someone’s permission to do that?” Why can’t there be Muslims who go there without a visa? Has anyone tried that? Americans and Europeans go freely. If you have an American passport, you go freely to almost all the European countries- you don’t need a visa. Some of them just wave you by at the airport, they don’t even want to look at your passport, and these are kuffaar. There’s a process of communication facilitating movement. But it’s not enough to be a Muslim to be waved by to go to the Hajj?! Why do we need someone to stare us in the eye, hassle and then insult us during this period when we are there? Where did all of this come from? We are not going to the residence of King Fahd! We are not going to the homes of the princes! We are going to Allah’s sanctuary or “residence” (as it were); what do they have to do with this? They are the 1st people to use the word bid’a and no-one dares to use that word back at them. Small minor issues become such a bid’a in their eyes that the majority of the rest of the Muslims in the world are kaafirs. This is what they say, privately, in their own closed sessions, “Yeh- no wonder the Muslims are where they are, because all of them are kaafirs.” Who do they mean by all of them? They mean the small guys- you and me- we are the kaafirs, and that’s why we have all these problems. When we want to look them in the eye and say, our problems are not from the small guy who toils in the field all day or the Muslim who begins his day at dawn and ends after Isha’ to bring home food for his family- the problem is with the rulers who have taken away the livelihood of these people and then they signed contracts of allegiance and dependency with the Mushrikeen- these truly are the kaafirs. But they don’t want us to look in that direction, because we’re going to see that the emperor has no clothes; we’re going to see the Saudis as Allah created them.

Allah says during this annual Hajj assembly,

Allah and His Prophet are annulling and cancelling all allegiance and dependency relationships that the Muslims have with the Mushriks; Allah is saying that there should be a dis-avowal, we should dissolve the relationships with the Mushriks (Surah At Taubah verse 1)
“Oh no, please don’t bring that to the Hajj,” that’s what they’ll tell you. “Don’t bring this ayah and this Surah to Hajj.” Not just that, they will tell also their court clergymen: “Don’t dwell on these ayaat throughout the year in the Masjids.” You see, they prepared their empty Hajj in the previous 11 months. When Muslim minds are not trained on the meanings of these ayaat, they will go to Hajj thinking that by obeying the Saudi guides who tell us where and when to go, we are fulfilling our obligations, but there’s no Bar’ah. The Prophet instructed two of his companions, Abu Bakr and Ali, to declare publicly in the Hajj, this Islamic annulment of dependency and allegiance relationships with all the Mushriks. Imagine Muslims going with this message and declaring it publicly in the Hajj. With the stifled Hajj that they’ve made it, a measly two-million people go to the Hajj out of 1,4billion people in the world. Don’t tell us this is not a choked Hajj?! Don’t tell us this is not a pre-arranged Hajj?! Then, even with these measly couple of million, they don’t declare that Muslims should annul their relationships of allegiance and dependency with the Mushriks. Dare any Muslim to go to the Hajj and declare this. That’s what Hajj needs; this is the meaning that is absent from these annual ceremonies. 

The official Saudi divines, (we don’t use this in the Shar’i meaning of the word), we use this, because they’re trying to play God over the Muslims by telling them what they can and cannot say, even if it runs contrary to the Prophet. They are doing it, and they are getting away with it. They are telling Allah’s Prophet “We don’t want to say what you told us to say in the Hajj.” If someone else said something like that, they would raise their world-wide network of Islamic da’ees, Institutions and Islamic Centres, and say “People saying such things are kaafirs.” But when it comes from them this is not an expression of kufr. They take issue with Allah’s Prophet; disobey Allah’s Prophet and want to contravene the orders of Allah, and then they want to get away with the title of the custodians of the two Holy Harams. That’s what they are doing! They take away from the Hajj what they want, they deflate the number of people who go to the Hajj, and they do this within an international system that helps them. They take away, and de-vitalise your mind from the necessary information that you should have before and when you embark on this Hajj. Then, we have a crippled season of Hajj. It’s alright if we use sharp words, because our body bleeds, and they don’t want us to see our own body bleeding, so that we can take remedial measures; they don’t want that to happen, they want us to look the other way. At this time, they want us to think that nothing is happening to the Muslims. You have Muslims coming from the bleeding part of the Ummah to the Hajj- do you think there’s not hundreds and a few thousand Muslims who made it to the Hajj from places like Chechenya, the Balkans, Palestine, Kashmir, parts of Asia and Africa; minority Muslim communities around the world, etc. who are suffering, oppressed, discriminated, prejudiced- you name it; it’s in our body, and we call ourselves brothers?! Be careful with this word if you come up to a person who agrees or is responsible for de-meaning the Hajj before you say “Oh, my brother”, especially if they belong to the ruling classes or are protective of the ruling classes, even if they have their amamas and aba’as on. These are not people who are there for the course of Allah and therefore we have this type of Hajj.

The kiswa that they put around the Ka’bah- they embroider it with gold treads, do you know how much that piece of cloth costs? $4,5million! Imagine them, spending $4,5million on a piece of cloth on the Ka’bah are there are hungry Muslims who come up to that Ka’bah and they don’t know whether they are going to survive the endemics of hunger in their countries. This is Hajj?! These people should be responsible for Makkah and Al Medinah?! They are equally as criminal as those who have occupied Al Quds. They wanna make believe, that if Bani Isra’eel put on the same type of clothes as Fahd, Sultan, Na’if and the rest of these “brothers” and then begin to pray five times in the Masjid that we should welcome them as brothers? We should go up to them and say “Hey, brother,” shake their hands and kiss them on both cheeks. Can’t we see through all of this?!  We are supposed to go like this from year to year?

From time to time, information leaks out- they tell us there are 300,000 “Europeans and Americans” in the Arabian Peninsula. What are 300,000 “Europeans and Americans” doing in the Arabian Peninsula? Then, why do they have that number as a guarded secret? If what they are doing is right, let us know- tell us you have 300,000 Mushriks in uniform or related to Mushriks in uniform doing their job in the land of the Prophet. Why do you keep this information from us? These are not ayaat from the Qur’an- these are facts. Why do you hide these facts from the Muslim public? You have bases that the Mushriks are using to drop bombs on the Muslims- what are those bases doing there? Or, you have a relationship of allegiance and dependency, with whom? (The word roars at them from the Qur’an,). They are Mushriks! They don’t belong in the land of Muhammed, but, you don’t want the Muslim mind to discover and link these facts and issues together. You want us to come to Hajj every year to perform meaningless movements and motions, and then you want us to think that we have gained the title of “Haaj” when we come back home. 

We ask Allah, (whose mercy is abundant and whose knowledge is infinite), to accept from those who try their best to do their duty i.e. the toiling Muslim who leaves the livelihood of his family and tries his/her best to satisfy their obligation by going to Al Ard Al Haram, Al Bayt Al Haram, and in the same breath, we ask Allah, (whose wisdom is infinite and whose power is present), to check the excesses and to punish the evil of these individuals who have cut the Muslims off from each other and sent their poisonous propagandists around the Muslim world to abort the determination to live and to die for Allah. Their day is approaching, and Allah sees and registers very well every minute item they are involved in.

The Prophet of Allah says whoever performs the Hajj, (of course, performing the Hajj was on his terms, not the Saudi terms), and then returns home does so with all his sins and errors being erased or cancelled.
Committed Muslims…

Regrettably, the trouble making of these officials who have possessed Makkah and Al Medinah goes beyond Makkah and Al Medinah. They have been (for many years) telling Muslims when the lunar months begin and end; on what day this Eid is and on what day that Eid is; and now, they reinforce their mistakes and lies and they come and say that the 10th of Dhu’l Hajj- the day of Eid Al Adha is going to be this coming Monday the 5th of March. Those who have been taking notice of the beginning and ending of these lunar months have realised that the 1st of Dhul Hijjah was on the 25th of February. That makes Monday the 9th of Dhul Hijja and not the 10th. In actual fact, standing on Arafat should be on Monday and Tuesday should be Eid Al Adha. But the damage is done when they control the crowds in Makkah. We don’t have freedom of expression among ourselves. There can’t be a number of informed Muslims who can go around and tell the people in the Hajj, “Don’t stand on mount Arafat on Sunday, it is the 8th.” None of that so far is occurring, so when they want us to stand on Arafat, we obediently stand on mount Arafat, thereby setting into motion the following day as the day of Eid. The effects have reached this part of the world. But some of the Muslims are beginning to catch on and realise that they can’t believe what the Saudis are telling them, so they are going to celebrate Eid Al Adha on Tuesday, which is the correct day. This Islamic Centre, is going to celebrate, (as they say), “their” Eid on Monday. We will be out here on Monday, knowing that it is the wrong day but as a matter of opposing the wrong that they are doing and trying to bring the facts. We are not in Makkah, if we were in Makkah we’d tell all these hujjaj “The right day for Yawm Arafat and the right day for Eid Al Adha.” We hope and we pray- but we work (before hoping and praying) to see that these institutionalised errors by the Saudis are no longer binding on any Muslim. We hope that day will be sooner rather than later, and we place our confidence and reliance in Allah.

This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on the 9th March 2001 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
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