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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=5 (9-22-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 44
WOMENS STATUS- PART 2

We shall continue, with Allah’s help, trying our best to dispel the ignorance and reaction that have taken hold in our selves and our societies, pertaining to the issue of women. We have been living for generations in a psychological duality and a social duality. One side is living in unjustified traditions and another side is living in an artificial modernity. This polarization was more evident in previous generations. In our time there has been something like a less than intense encounter between these two attitudes or social trends. In a moment with Allah, if we can  refer ourselves back to Him and relive the guidance and the meanings that are untainted and are not up for a traditional monopoly nor a reaction that has its basis in Western thought and behaviour. If in this moment with Allah, we can refer ourselves to Him, then we can begin a strong, vibrant, confidant, and a forward-moving social and psychological break with both the traditions that we are speaking about and the reactions to them. They say that Islam is unfair to women and that Muslim men abuse women in their societies, families, and even in the husband and wife relationship. We hear much when it comes to mentioning Islam; there’s a lot that fills the airwaves about how the Islamic religion, Muslim scholars, the Qur’an and the Prophet are said to be anti-feminine, anti-women, anti-the gentler sex. With Allah’s assistance, we say and we will continue w to say to them that from the Qur’an, from Allah and from the source of who we are, that they are wrong, they are fabricating this issue and they are accusing us of something that does not belong to our Islamic conviction nor to our Islamic character. In doing this we refer to Allah and the Qur’an. Notice that with all the fabrications and accusations that are thrown against committed Muslims, they don’t refer to the Qur’an, but we shall. 
In the first ayah that indicates the equality or the same source of life for both men and women, Allah says
Oh people! Take into consideration Allah’s corrective measures against you… (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 1)
This is the gist of the meaning of Ittaqullah. When you are in the midst of lively activities or when you are doing whatever you are doing in the course of the day, always factor in Allah’s power in what you are doing. Be vigilant pertaining to your Sustainer, (to be more precise), pertaining to the power of your Sustainer. Jum’ah is a time when Muslims are to be reminded of taqwa. In some schools of thought taqwa is a pillar of the khutbah. This reminder of taqwa can be frank and blunt, by using the word taqwa in the khutbah, or it can be indirect by leading you to the conclusion that you should always be aware of Allah’s power presence. This has dropped from usage even in the language. In past generations and centuries, when a person would use the word taqwa, he would say, “Oh so-and-so, be conscious of Allah’s power when it comes to orphans or oh so-and-so, be conscious of Allah’s power when it comes to your spouse. The word taqwa was used when there’s a discrepancy of power- orphans don’t have power and wives are perceived (without the stereotypical of the traditional parts of that perception), are less in power (physically speaking) than men are. So the word taqwa, to interject the power of Allah in the conscious of man, is due and warranted. If we can regenerate this understanding, then we get more out of its meaning when Allah is using this word to remind us. 
… who has created you from one Nafs, one Self, one genetic material that has become life or one human essence (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 1)
These are some of the meanings of Nafs. In this ayah, there is no indication of who came 1st. Was it Man or was it Woman?; and there’s no notion of someone coming 1st. Allah says that He created us- we know who we are as far as gender is concerned- we are male and female. So what He is saying is from one Nafs, so this doesn’t give any justification for sexual oppression or sexual exclusion. We don’t know where this is coming from. If you find in an Islamic family, community or social order that there is a sense of male superiority (because this is the problem of history and our time, there is this male superiority) where does it find its origins? From where does it draw its notion? Obviously it’s not from the ayat of the Qur’an, it’s not from the words of Allah as we begin to cover this subject. In this ayah, 
And He created out of this one Nafs its counter sex, its complementary half, its mate, its double, its spouse (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 1)
We still can’t find any notion here of a male or a female superiority or inferiority. Where does this come from? 
And out of them He has spread into being many men and women (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 1)
So at the source of life, (Allah wants us to consider genesis itself, the beginning of life), when we take a look at this beginning through the words of Allah, we cannot detect any tension between the masculine and the feminine. It doesn’t exist. So if it doesn’t exist here in our mental contact with Allah, how come it exists in real life? Where does this come from? 
Then Allah says in somewhat of a lengthy discourse or ayaat… Of course if we go to the translation of these ayaat, it would be somewhat time consuming so we’re going to go to the translation of the point that we want to emphasize. After this long “introduction” in which human beings who are committed to Allah, work our mind on His creation and we follow His prophets and messengers in an active sense, Allah says (when we are on this course)
He responds or has answered to them … (Surah Ahl Imran verse 195)

Saying what? Allah is saying
… He will not make lost any effort or any labour, coming from a male or a female, some of you are from others.(Surah Ahl Imran verse 195)

In the world of creation- an area we have no access to- creation is Allahs- it uniquely belongs to Him. Anyone who attempts to go into the details of creation becomes demagogic, semantic and theoretic- nothing with evidence or concrete proof except for the evidence that comes to us from Allah because He’s the Creator and knows what goes on in that realm. So, when He says as the Creator we come from each other, that is another way of synchronizing the male and the female. So once again, we come back and we ask ourselves where is this coming from? Where do we get all of this discrimination between a man and a woman? 
In our understanding of the Holy Tanzeel, we understand men and women to be complements of each other and equal to each other, with a few exceptions. These exceptions are due to the way Allah created us and they do not violate the compatibility and complementary and equal status of men and women. Allah says, 
Whoever does what is good, be it a male or a female, while they are committed to Allah, they are the ones who are going to enter Jannah (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 124)
When Allah uses the word Ameela, to work or to do things, He says this equally applying it to a man as He is equally applying it to a woman, so how come we get this notion of excluding some women from work? We can listen and hear the response- “Ok you want to take a woman out and let her work, well look at the society that she is in.” But, these ayaat are not spoken in the context of Jahili societies, ie. societies that refer to a knowledge that is disconnected from Allah or a society that is constructed on the basis of parting with Allah. When we speak these words and express these ideas, we do so in a society that is moulded by the Will of Allah. 
Brothers and sisters who are listening with your minds, place your emotions away. We concur that women had been mistreated before Allah’s Qur’an and before Allah’s Basheer and Natheer, the final Prophet. There are ayaat in the Qur’an that speak about the condition of the oppression of women. One of the ayat says, and this should take the wind out of the feminine sail. There are some Muslim women who don’t have enough Islamic information and think the Qur’an does not stand up for their rights, so they go looking with non-Islamic and anti-Islamic researchers and social scientists for cases to build against Muslim men, and this has nothing to do with Muslim men if these men are committed to Allah. So what does Allah say concerning practices, social trends or what may be called in some cultures social values. He says, And if someone was told the news that you have a girl that has been born to you meaning your wife has given birth to a girl, his face would turn black and he goes into a psychological mode, a type of depression because of that (Surah An-Nahl verse 58)
What does he do? 
He is running away from society, he doesn’t want to see anyone, he doesn’t want anyone to see him (Surah An-Nahl verse 59)
Why is he running away from society? Because of the bad news that he got. What was that bad news? 
A girl was born to him. What does he do now? Now he’s thinking (Surah An-Nahl verse 59)
These are the internal thoughts of these types of people. We’re not talking about one individual in history; we’re talking about a social attitude.  What’s wrong with these types of people if they have a girl that is born to them, they begin to think. 

What am I going to do? Am I going to bury her? Should I bury her? (Surah An-Nahl verse 58)
The fact of having a girl invokes these types of thoughts. And then, Allah says… There was a time in which parents would think about killing their newborns and most of this would be done towards a baby girl, because society says girls are a burden on the family, they do not offer the strength and the wealth that a boy may offer, so they think about getting rid of them through killing them. 
Do not kill your children because of scarce economic conditions, economic conditions that are threatening (Surah Al-Isra’ verse 31)
The fact of the matter is there is this rationalization in primitive societies as well as in modern societies that it becomes justifiable due to economic conditions to get rid of the less productive members of society, and the less productive are the dispossessed, the overpowered, the disenfranchised, and obviously at the centre of this are that component of society that is called females. When we take the practice, if this thought runs through our mind in primitive societies as well as in modern societies, what becomes a practice of this thought? Look for girls among others, orphans, gypsies, minorities, etc… But one of them is, in practice and in history- well we should get rid of our girls because the economic conditions are tough. Allah is saying, 
We will provide for them and you, their murder, killing them is a gargantuan mistake (Surah Al-Isra’ verse 31)
Another ayah says, 
And when a victim of infanticide asks, ‘what was my crime? Why was I killed?’ (Surah At-Takwir verse 8-9)
This is in reference to killing children at the younger age of development, killing infants. Could it be extended also to killing foetuses? This depends on how much we are able to think about the meanings of this ayah and what are the motivations for it? There is another practice of ignorant societies. Ignorance here is any society or is applicable to any society that is formulated away from the knowledge that comes from Allah. You can have the most technologically advanced society in the world that is disconnected from the guidance of Allah and it becomes a society of ignorance. What is another ayah that is used and repeated in the Qur’an for us to understand what refers to these types of unwarranted, anti-divine behaviours? 
They say that whatever that is in the bellies of cattle, (it could be a cattle of camels, cows or goats or whatever), is only for our men and it is haraam on our spouses (Surah Al-An’aam verse 139)
Here it is being qualified by the word Rijaalina because Azwaaj without a qualifier is a spouse, it could be a husband or a wife but in this ayah, it has a qualifier. Where does this come from? The Qur’an is assailing and attacking this type of dietary or nutritional discrimination, whatever their argument may be for it. Do you think when they say things like this and it becomes social values, they don’t have an argument for it? Of course they do. Our men are going to go and fight and they need this scarce meat and women, you can do without it, you’re staying here at home. Allah is getting at the roots of this discrimination that will take away from the ammunition of this mental argument that they have. 
Then Allah takes Muslims and Muslim women away from a practice that does not give her her inherited rights. Inheritance is an issue. How do people inherit possessions, property, and wealth? How does that go? Is that left up to you and me? A Jahili society, a society that has science but does not have Allah, comes and improvises its own laws. You can do whatever you want as far as this is concerned. There’s no checks and balances on the flow or the movement of riches and property. One of these instances was there in human history. Allah is speaking to responsible Muslims, not these mechanical types
You are not on legal grounds to inherit women or to set women up to inherit them (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 19)
A practice that they were able to do. An example of that is a wife becomes a widow; her husband dies either a natural cause or any other cause, and then his family, the deceased husband’s family tells the woman you cannot get married. Why would they do and say that? Because they want to inherit her. They don’t want her share of the inheritance to be distributed among another person who may be a stranger who becomes her new husband. This is an example of how man’s supervised social values place women in a victim’s position. This is not tolerated or acceptable. 
We can’t be exhaustive, these are going to be a series of khutbahs, Insha-Allah, to clarify this issue. Allah in many ayat in the Qur’an brings out the character of women beside the character of men. This is one of the semi-short if not a short surah in the Qur’an in which Allah is expressing an oath, 
By the night and what it engulfs in its darkness. And by the daylight and what it exposes with its brightness. And by He who created male and female. Indeed your striving in life takes on different proportions, directions and pursuits (Surah Al-Layl verse 1-4)
So this not only is it an emphasizer of the male character in life and its pursuits, it is also an emphasizer, equally so, of the female character in life and its pursuits. 
Then Allah says, and this is an ayah we try many times to repeat in the beginning of the khutbah, 

And it is not a choice of a committed Muslim or a committed Muslimah, when Allah and His Messenger decree an issue, they have no choice but to follow forthwith (Surah Al-Ahzaab verse 36)
So that means when Allah and His prophet decree something, it is binding on both a Mu’min and a Mu’minah. There are no exclusions here. The question is how did we make these exclusions? 
In a short surah that I hope everyone has memorized Allah says… I’m sure you probably read this surah many times in your salat or you probably listen to it being read many times in and out of salat, but how many of you have taken a closer look at this surah from a gender point of view? Wouldn’t it have been enough to condemn Aba Lahab? Ok- but Allah, because He is looking at the crime and because the crime has consumed both husband and wife, then it is necessary to mention the other part of this crime in which the wife of Abi Lahab, is involved. So the ayat were there- not excluding her from the consequences of what she was doing. This is another ayah in which there is equality; the same type of equality that is given for doing what is good and avoiding what is bad is also the same type of equality that details the crime when it is perpetuated by man and woman equally so, also. 
Then, there is the ayah in which Allah says, 

Allah has brought us the example of two women who belonged to two virtuous men of ours, the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. And these two wives, betrayed their husbands (Surah At-Tahreem verse 11)

Now I want you to think a little more about this. These are two prophets of Allah and the ayah is telling us that the betrayal of their husbands, who are Allah’s prophets, was tantamount to kufr. We don’t know if Nuh and Lut (alaihima as-salaam) divorced their wives. They say what type of freedom do Muslims honour? What more honour do you want than for prophets’ maintaining their spousal responsible relationships with the closest person in the world to them. Who’s closer to husband than wife? Who’s closer to wife than husband? This is the closest relationship that we have in society, and these husbands had what we call in today’s terminology, kaafir wives who betrayed them. They were treasonous to their own husbands/prophets. Time collapses here, we are in Al-Akhirah, and it was said to them,
“You enter the fire with those who are going into it (Surah At-Tahreem verse 11)

On the other hand, Allah gives the example of a woman who stands out for what she said and what she did. 
The wife of the Pharaoh who said, “Oh Allah, build for me a residence where You are and save me from the Pharaoh and what he is doing and save me from an oppressive society.” (Surah At-Tahreem verse 12)

If there was a type of imbalance in the relationship between man and woman, why is Allah bringing this to us above all written history, (this is everlasting history because this is an everlasting fact). Why is He quoting this, the wife of the Pharaoh, for us?  It’s enough what the Pharaoh did that would eclipse any mention of his wife. It’s just like picking out today the wife of the occupant of the number one superpower in the world. The Pharaoh of this superpower has done so much that it would overshadow whatever virtues his wife may have. But we are not speaking about historians who are writing the facts of time, we are speaking about Allah who registers this feminine position that comes from a woman, so people can appreciate virtue from wherever it comes. We don’t know when Muslims are going to be able to communicate and understand what Allah is saying to them, not through the social fabric of their time, but without the social fabric of the time. In other words, we don’t want the social trends that we have around us to influence our understanding or our misunderstanding of what Allah has to say to us. 
And then a final note. An ayah in the Qur’an says, 
And it is of Allah’s power illustration that He has created from yourselves counterparts (Surah Ar-Rum verse 21)

Notice here there is no mention of man and woman. 
He has created for you from your own selves spouses, mates so that you may settle within them in comfort (Surah Ar-Rum verse 21)

This is equally understandable by male and female, vis-à-vis the other. There is no tipping the balance for man, saying that they find comfort and they settle down in women and there is no tipping it in the opposite direction and saying it is women who would settle down and find comfort in their mates. It is equally so. It is equally applicable, and it was meant to equalize the relationship on both sides.

