	THE STREET MIMBAR 

JUM’AH KHUTBAH (16 January 2009)
webpage: www.geocities.com/khutbahs
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/the_street_mimbar/
PLEASE e-mail Suggestions & Criticisms to khutbahs@yahoo.com
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen, Brothers and sisters- committed Muslims…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (09-01-2009)
ISRAELI AGGRESSION IN GHAZZAH
In light of what is happening, (i.e. issues and developments that the whole world is aware of), that’s in reference to the two week continuous bloodbath and blood feast that the Israelis are responsible for and in light of the day-to-day details that are coming out from this massacre and mayhem by the Children of Isra’eel, (or those who define themselves as such), we take another closer look at how Allah defines them and how many of us are incapable of understanding them. We know, (as a matter of just watching and witnessing the bloodshed and attack of innocent people with the killing of over 800 individuals so far and the wounding of over 3,000 other individuals- all of this in the course of just two weeks- as these events unfold, we want to understand, take a closer look and digest the meanings that are brought to us courtesy or divinity. When Allah speaks to us about this war crime behaviour, He says about these individuals and their types- this is a discourse of ayaat and meanings presented to us in Surah Al Jumu’ah and it brings to light the deep down feelings and the root character of these people today who have the instruments of war and who are shedding innocent blood and are doing so under the pretext of their security which is a fantastic lie. 
Say: O you who claim or are of the Jewish faith…  (Surah Al Jumu’ah verse 6)
This is in reference to the definition that they have placed upon themselves- that’s how they want to be known. Many of them don’t want to be referred to as Zionists; their public mouth-pieces, at times, don’t want us, the gentiles, to think about them as Israelis. OK- so how do they want us to speak about them and characterize them? This is not left up to some speech writer, philosopher or politician to come to us and tell us how we should describe them; these are heavenly words that speak to their true selves. With all the layers of cover and camouflage that they have surrounding them, these ayaat pierce these layers and go to the heart of the matter. OK- so if they’re hiding behind a religious gloss, then we’re going to speak to them with this gloss that they use to present themselves to the public mind and public world. The word qul (means) say, express, go public, vocalize or state to them. (It’s) as if Allah knows that in our time we’re going to have weaklings who don’t dare speak to them using their own words to pry open their collective character! This word qul or say exposes the weakness in us. Even though this is addressed to Allah’s Prophet, by extension, it is also addressed to all of those who say that they are the disciples, students and followers of Allah’s Prophet.  
… if you claim that you are Gods preferred people…  (Surah Al Jumu’ah verse 6)
We understand what Allah is telling us, but we also understand the words that they deploy. Using their words and understanding what Allah is telling us- if they claim that they are Gods chosen people, (those who live today are incapable of detecting the words that come out of their mouths when they say that “they are Gods chosen people)” to the exclusion of other peoples, (if that’s who you say you are),

… then prove it by your desire for death if you are true to what you say.  (Surah Al Jumu’ah verse 6)
This makes sense- if they say that “God has chosen them and preferred them above the rest of humanity and mankind”, then show us how intent they are on dying if what they say is the truth. That’s true- anyone who’s making that type of claim and believes in it knows that the only thing separating them from Allah is death! If they’re chosen by Allah and they feel that they are better than the rest of mankind, then the only thing left for them to do is to desire this death so that they will be with God! If only today’s Muslims could understand this meaning, then they would force these Israelis to come to the area of death! The best place that verifies the truth of what they are saying is the battlefield because that is where they will potentially and inevitable encounter death! If we are to understand these words from Allah, then we can act as a catalyst for these words of Allah by bringing them to the moment of death. We saw how they ran away from death in Lebanon two-and-a-half years ago. They couldn’t stand it (when) they were brought to the moment of truth and verification and they sued for peace 34 days later; and today, the same scenario is repeated in Ghazzah, they are being brought to within a time period in which they are going to have to prove that they are anxious to die. Then, what does Allah tell us about them- for the doubting Thomas’ that are out there
They will never be anxious to die… (Surah Al Jumu’ah verse 7)
Does this information that comes to us from Allah factor into the politics and policies of the weaklings and the defeated psychologically who have their mouth-pieces and media speaking today (in these circumstances and conditions)? Why will they never desire death? We’re not left high-and-dry! There’s an answer why they don’t desire death. 

… they don’t desire death due to the fact of what their hands are doing… (Surah Al Jumu’ah verse 7)
What are they doing with their hands? How do their actions speak? (Take a) look at them- this is what their hands are doing; they’re scrambling their air-force into the air; they’re moving their naval vessels in the sea and they are motioning their armed forces on land to kill innocent people- that’s why they don’t desire death. Because behind the false and fabricated propaganda that they spew into public opinion, (as they have been doing in these past couple of weeks at an accelerated rate)- behind all of this lurks the fact that within themselves they find a sense of guilt and that acts as a barrier making them unable and incapable of advancing to the moments of death in life! 
…and Allah knows best when it comes to their types who are dhalimeen. (Surah Al Jumu’ah verse 7)
If we wanted to enhance and present these ayaat, meanings and ideas to the Muslim public through the Mimbar or Masjid at the Haram during the times of Al Hajj and Al Umra, or at Islamic Conferences and at the different assemblies of Muslims in the world, we will be told that “what you are saying is not wise.” We’re not saying anything! This is Allah who is speaking; we have nothing to do with this; the only thing we are expressing are the meanings that have been pulled out of our minds for a long time and discovering these meanings and probing their actual applications and indications in our current life. Why do they tell us “you can’t do that?” Because they are part of this military attack and invasion! This military occupation did not come out of the blue. They had to have set the ground work for all of this; and it took years, decades and generations to set the groundwork for what they are doing today. If we have a Qur’anic and Prophetic vocabulary and they don’t mean anything in the world today- if you say the words Bani Isra’eel or Alladhina Haadu- and it does not equate with real people in the world, it means that they have managed to break the link between us and Allah- that’s why they are doing what they are doing today! If we use the words Al Munafiqeen or Alladhina naafaqu or Alladhina fi qulubihim mard, (these are Qur’anic and Prophetic words), and they don’t indicate, define or point to real people around, then once again, that means that they have been able to break the link between us on one side and Allah and His Prophet on the other side. They have been successful in breaking this link for so long that now they are trying to reap the results of this severance of relations between us and Allah and His Prophet- this is how all of this happens! Even when we are in the thick-and-thin of these massacres and holocaust- the victims of a holocaust are now becoming the perpetrators of another holocaust and they want to scare people from saying these things because of their scare tactic called “anti-Semitism!” It’s not anti-Semitic to say the truth or to point to Zionist/Israeli war criminals! We know nothing of the sort if Allah sheds light on their criminal nature, then we will focus our attention of that criminal nature. What are they going to do or say?! You don’t see these supporters and loud-mouths who have been praising Israel and its criminal class of politicians and its criminal class of military brass around- where are they now? We don’t see and encounter them! If they have something to say in justifying the criminal conduct of these war criminals of theirs in Occupied Palestine, let us hear what they have to say about this?! Why have they gone? It’s not enough to only address ourselves to them; we also have to address ourselves to their sidekicks- these so-called Muslim preachers and teachers who roam the land and at times like this, they are incapable of bringing out, (in light of what Allah and His Prophet are telling us), the true nature of these war criminals who are responsible for crimes against humanity. We can understand why a Zionist/Israeli/Jew doesn’t want to speak out against his/her counterparts in Tel Aviv, but we can’t understand why Muslims are not able to do so! How did this happen?! Why can’t we- the sons, advocates and adherents of Allah and His Prophet say the words of truth at times like this? Does it satisfy anyone to have demonstrations as a reaction to the facts on the ground- that’s what we have; we have demonstrations all over the place, (we’re not trying to knock down people expressing themselves- they have all the right and might to express themselves with their Islamic conscience and minds; contrary to what some of these scholars for dollars in Saudi Arabia say). Just a couple of weeks ago, after this savage bombardment of Ghazzah commenced, you had a person by the name of Al Hydaal- a big wig scholar in Saudi Arabia come out and say “demonstrations are impermissible and should not be allowed!” Why? Because he says “they accomplish nothing and they may lead to a fitnah i.e. a disturbance of the stability of society!” These are in a nut-shell what he was saying. If that is what he is saying, we say “fine, we arbitrate this issue to Allah and His Prophet; when do they say that public expression of a Muslim heart and mind may cause instability in society- where does he find that?” He doesn’t find that it. He has no ayah or hadith to substantiate what he is saying; so he is countered by another scholar from that same country who supports the right of Muslims to express themselves in demonstrations and rallies and that shows us the internal confusion in this ruling family and its insider circle and class of clergymen; it demonstrates to us how conflicted they are! But, besides that, the Muslims have a right to express themselves; but what Muslims should not be doing is reacting and this is our comment on these demonstrations- they come out as a matter of reaction! Therefore, when the course is gone (and) let’s say they stop bombarding the Muslims next week or next month- we hope this issue continues until Allah’s words are proven and these Zionist/Israeli/Jews run away from death as the ayah describes- then we no longer have any demonstrations or any public momentum or any common mind that can focus on the common enemy- we are not meant to be creatures of our moment! We can take a look at the distant past and understand our present in light of that and then we can work for a better future by combining our past with the present. We are not supposed to be second-fiddle to the developments of the day. They tell us “today, after Jum’ah prayers there have been massive demonstrations for the Palestinians” and they tell us “the countries noted for these massive demonstrations are Lebanon, Jordan, Qatar, Egypt, Algeria, Turkey among other places” – that is fine, but after this everyone went home! What is accomplished? Everyone wants to touch base with their own Qur’anic mind and conscience, but when the Qur’anic mind and conscience are empty, they go back to an emptiness; but, if they were supplied by accurate and precise information from the Masjid and Islamic Organizations that are around, then we would have a momentum that would lead to taking action; and taking action is the lost component in our social lives. We tell Yahud/Alladhina Haadu/Bani Isra’eel/the Zionists/the Israelis “you have been so far relatively successful in pacifying the Muslim public, but you know and we know that you are running out of time and we know that part of the decision that you made to attack, bombard, besiege and inflict the maximum harm and damage on the population of Ghazzah was made because you feel despair and that you are running out of time and you know that the future is not on your side! We know that we have been reborn, (let us say it to them as blunt as we can), you claim to be smart, the intellectuals, (we know all of that- but let us put it to them as frankly as we can), you have relocated yourselves from every part of the world, and where did you settle? You didn’t settle in a periphery of Muslim territory- you chose to settle at the heartland of Islam. You are surrounded by oceans, multitudes and masses of Muslims all around! What do you want to do? Ask yourselves with all the cleverness that you claim- what are you going to do when you are living dead-centre in the heartland of the Muslims?! Do you think that the more you bomb us the more we are going to retreat?! NO! You’ve mis-calculated! The more you bomb us, the more we are going to do to bomb you back and you will see and live to witness these words that come from the future. You will see- if you kill one member of a family, that whole family is going to turn against you; if you kill a family, that whole neighborhood is going to turn against you; if you kill one people in one country, all of the other peoples in all of the other countries are going to turn against you.”

Some people were told by others… (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
In this case the Palestinians, Muslims and the Islamic leadership are told “well, you have an alliance of forces, governments and militaries against you.” They say that- so what? They want to scare the Muslims.

… therefore you should fear them or be scared of them… (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
That was not the effect- it boomeranged and backfired! They want to put all of these militaries against us, 

… that only contributed to their commitment to Allah i.e. to go all the way to the war front; and what they said to this propaganda and publicity stunts all over (was) “enough for us is Allah- there can be no one better than Him to refer our affairs to.” (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
The outcome of this is that, with Allah’s provision, theses committed and combatant Muslims will turn out in a better condition and in better shape than the one that they are in currently. We don’t just repeat these words; we live and die by them and we are willing to die unlike these Zionist/Israeli/Jews who are not willing to do so.
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

We know it’s cold out here, (but) there are some Muslims who are enduring conditions that are much much worse than these conditions (for which) Allah will amplify your rewards for; bear with us for another few minutes. In the course of reading and understanding what Allah and His Prophet tell us, there is a class of people called Al Munafiqin and this class of people at times like this becomes evident to the rest of us. The rulers in the countries that are supposedly pro-Palestinian are- behind closed doors- encouraging the Israeli/Zionist/Jews and the Imperialist masters to finish off Islamic self-determination in the occupied Holy Lands. Their behavior bespeaks their character- there has been, (this is only part of the news that comes to us), around 100 physicians from different places in the world- Muslim and non-Muslim countries- who said “we are willing to volunteer our time to go and help the wounded and hospitalized Palestinians who don’t have doctors to tend to them.” And, the doctors who are already tending to them are running out of time, equipment and effort; they’ve been tired throughout all of these nights and days! A new team of physicians wants to go in and help for humanitarian reasons and then the government in Egypt tells them “you cannot go into Ghazzah.” this was in the past week; then, the Egyptian government feels the crunch of all of its decision and then it permits 20 or around one-fourth of these physicians and says “well- you can go in.” Foods and supplies that are sent to these people at these times of duress are not permitted to go inside except for a trifling amount of the hundreds of trucks that have all the necessities that are needed. At times like this, the government of Egypt says “we will permit a few trucks to go in!” A million-and-a-half people and a few trucks is equivalent to several shelves in your supermarket! What is that going to do for a-million-and-a-half people?! (Some) people, (especially some individuals who feel that they are more Egyptian than they are Muslim), feel incensed and offended is someone comes and says that “Mubarak has the definition of the Qur’anic word Munafiq.” He’s not Hosni Mubarak, he’s Hosni Munafiq! Why should any Egyptian feel offended if we are trying to match the word with the character? Then, what becomes more problematic is tearing off the false labels from those who claim that they are the custodians of the two Harams. Last week, the king in Arabia was visited by a delegation of internationally renowned Islamic scholars led by no one less than Ash Shaikh Allamah Yusuf Al Qaradawi and they had a setting, sitting and discussion with the King, and the King tells them, (they should have known better), but they were the ones who remember, when Fahd died and Abdallah comes in and “Abdallah is a better person” and this-that-and-the-other; they gave him a flowery image and this same Abdallah tells these Islamic scholars “HAMAS are irresponsible, leading us to a dead end and are unreliable. We will not support HAMAS. We will support the Palestinian people, but we will not support HAMAS. We are willing to contribute medicine and food to them, but don’t ask us for more than that” Now, you tell us- that comes from a person who says that he is “the Custodian of Makkah and Al Medinah”, this is added to the act of prohibiting 3,000 Palestinians from Ghazzah from going to the Hajj just last month. We can’t see all of this?! These rulers in Muslim countries don’t even have the decency and dignity to stand by people who they see- in front of their own eyes- going under! Muslims- listen to what these duplicitous characters say- the Foreign Minister of petroleum Arabia in the United Nations a couple of days ago says to all and sundry “petroleum is not to be used in this issue of Ghazzah.” This Saud Al Faisal, the son of his late father; his father was the one who after the 1973 war said “we are willing to cut off petroleum supplies if that’s what it’s going to take to liberate Jerusalem, Al Quds.” It seems like this son doesn’t even belong to his own father! He says “No- no one (should) mention that or think about that.” These are the characters that we have! In Norway, all the way up there near the North Pole, (there’s not a Muslim government there and these are not on the frontiers of Palestine), their trains came to a two minute stop in remembrance of the victims in Ghazzah. Muslims don’t even have a humanitarian pulse in them any more when they are ruling over their own populations! 
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 9 January 2009. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
