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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ayyuhal Mu’minun; Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (08-10-2004)
RESPONDING TO AGGRESSION
We continue to take a closer look at the light, information, direction and guidance that has come to us from Allah. We said and reiterate- at times like this our mind, understanding, thoughts and analysis should be in the realm of reality, the presence of Allah and in the assimilation of His Prophet. It is only some one who is running away from reality who will try to avoid what Allah is telling us within the circumstances that we are in. Allah did not mean for His words of wisdom to become academic, hypothetical and abstract. He meant for them to become a life into the affairs of our life. If we are living a world that has brought its military might and exhausted its intellectual capacity to subvert this relationship with Allah (aforementioned), we declare, in the company of Allah, that we will not abandon Him in these conditions. He says to us, in these circumstances of lodged hostilities against us- the order is from His divine source to our finite presence in this world.
And prepare for these enemies…(Surah Al-Anfaal verse 60)
 (Does the word enemy need definition in today’s world? Obviously a person, government or establishment that is beginning to construct military bases inside Muslim countries- what type of definition do these intruders have? Not only that, they put their ideas into a killing mode and they mow down, night and day, in urban and rural areas, innocent Muslims who are living in their own homes and who are tending to their own business who at the end of the day are trying to make ends meet. You have helicopter gun-ships, tanks, hav-tracks and the full force of military of aggression intruding into your life- what do you? What do you have in this life? Where do you go from here? Do you surrender to aggression and invasion or do you try to tune in to what Allah is saying and behave accordingly, wherever that may take us? Our choice is to listen and understand what Allah is telling us. In these circumstances He is saying
and prepare against these types of enemies whatever is within your range of the means of power and force (Surah Al-Anfaal verse 60)
Does anyone have any problems with this? Does this pose any mental or psychological difficulties for anyone? Forget about the description of Muslims for a moment- any human being or society that becomes a victim of aggression, invasion, occupation and usurpation has the right to fight back, to defend itself and to protect its family, its life and its society. If this is the case with all human beings- you can go to the charter of United Nations, The Geneva Convention or any other form of International Law or legality, you will find this right guaranteed to all inhabitants of the planet- why should Muslims be an exception if we are invaded, occupied and displaced? If militaries, armies and forces are in our territories and homelands, we don’t have a right to defend ourselves?! Where did this come from? Where is this explained or rationalized from a divine or secular source? Where do we find this? It doesn’t exist.

by mustering and bringing together or by procuring all the means of power, force and whichever advance proportion of that is possible, we strike terror in the hearts of our enemies and Allah’s enemies (Surah Al-Anfaal verse 60)
By the understanding of the ayah,

you will cause Allah’s enemies and your enemies to live in a state of fear and insecurity; and besides these pronounced enemies of Allah and the committed Muslims, there are others who we even don’t know- that will be affected by this state of fear. (Surah Al-Anfaal verse 60)
because fear is the characteristic of the guilty. We are not guilty- how can anyone be guilty when we are fighting in our own homes and homelands to defend ourselves? How can anyone be guilty about that? But there’s another party that is invading, occupying and shedding innocent blood and lives- they are guilty; and because they are guilty they live in a state of fear only if we act on the orders of Allah. They don’t fear if we are not acting. If we’re passive, indifferent, withdrawn or if we run away or surrender there’s no reason for fear. No one is going to fear- not the imperialist not the Zionists and not any of these categories of hostility to Allah- they don’t fear. They begin to fear when we listen to what Allah is telling us. If Allah is telling us we fight back, we fight back; and if that’s going to mean that they are going to live in terror and become insecure, that’s the consequences of us obeying Allah. Some of us may ask “if we are expected to obey Allah and we find that some of us are in a religious disobedience to Allah- that’s how we disobey Allah, we disobey Him religiously because we hide behind traditions, rituals and mechanical devotions- that’s where we’re hiding; and that’s how we are disobeying Allah; we contravene Allah’s higher order by sticking to His lower order- if the expression is permissible… There is a way to victory. This is one of the internal question marks in everyone’s mind. If we are Muslims and if Allah is the Sustainer and the Provider of victory then why are not Muslims victorious? There’s a simple answer to that. Sometimes, simplifying these issues will make it more motivational as we can ponder the idea. Just like there are mechanical, physical and material laws, there are also psychological, social and behavioral laws. If someone throws a weight into the air, that weight is not going to be suspended in the air, it’s going to come down. There are physical laws that govern such things. The same thing in the social realm applies to Muslims. If we are not preparing for victory, we cannot expect a victory. Allah says regarding these issues- this is Allah’s social law- a Sunnah is a social law 
this is Allah’s social law and you are not going to find a substitute for Allah’s social law (Surah Fatir verse 43)
Did anyone expect to think about this ayah or these ayaat more then in the context of Allah’s Prophet and the committed Muslims around him? Can there be any other better expressions of these meanings? Obviously not! Where do we detect these meanings in the life and struggle of Allah’s Prophet and those with him? We take ourselves to the military confrontation at Uhud. Allah’s Prophet categorically and clearly gave orders to those who were with him. He placed them in certain military positions and said to them don’t leave these positions. If you see that we, meaning the Muslims, are victorious over the Mushriks you remain where you are; and if you see that the Mushriks are becoming victorious over us, you still remain where you are. Don’t come to help us even if it appears like we are losing this military confrontation. What happened? It became a history for us to look at these social laws. When these individuals saw the Muslims were winning, they left their positions. What was the outcome of that? An immediate military reversal for the Prophet and the Muslims with him. Allah wants to teach us. He’s not going to change a social law, even if the Prophet and those who are giving their lives and spilling their blood are there- social laws are not going to change. So, the Muslims did not score a victory at Uhud because they did not observe this social law. When you have a leadership telling you to do something and you obey the orders for a limited time; and then, when you see things your own way and you part from these orders what happened? The Muslims were on the defensive at Uhud. They could not secure the victory that they wanted. This is not a disputable issue. It is not one of these issues where we have one version of history telling us one thing and another version of history telling us another thing; or one mujtahad declaring one thing only to be opposed by another. No! Everyone is in agreement on what happened on that day- the 15th of Shawwaal, a Saturday in the 3rd year of the Hijra. Everyone agrees on this matter. What did the Muslims in virtual retreat to Al-Madinah do the following day? Did they sit down and say let’s go to the drawing board and try to figure out what happened? No! Allah’s Prophet said we’re going to pursue these Mushriks. Why? Because he was actively conscious of the social laws that were at work- something that our current preachers dare not speak about- “How dare Muslims elevate their understanding of Islam to include social laws?! Islam is supposed to be just praying, fasting and these individual, almost selfish obedience of Allah. To expand Islam to understand Allah’s social laws?! Oh no. Muslims are not permitted to do that.” There are governments, institutions, educational systems, budgets and Islamic organizations and associations that make it impossible for Muslims to make the leap from an abstract Islam to a practical Islam. The Prophet of Allah said we are going to pursue these Mushriks because he was aware of the social law that was at work- (i.e.) if these Mushriks felt that the Muslims were being defeated the next time around they will attack the Muslims at home. It seems like no one has learnt this lesson and as if no one read about Uhud and what happened there. We don’t live in a social vacuum, but if there’s an empty space and there’s some power or force that’s going to move in a direction that will fill in that vacuum with hostilities and bloodshed- a fact that we are observing everyday in this world with our eyes, but we don’t have an assimilation into the character and the consciousness of Allah’s Prophet to bring these events into the context of the Qur’an and the Sunnah. The following day, Sunday, after Uhud, the Prophet said all of those individuals who participated in Uhud- some of them were injured, maimed, psychologically traumatized because of the details of Uhud (and) the rumor that Allah’s Prophet was killed and the rest of these issues; it was one of the most bleeding moments in Islamic history- we are going to put on our military gear and we are going to pursue these Mushriks and he did and those who were with him did exactly that. They went to an area called Hamra’ Al-Asad which is at a distance of eight stretches South of Al-Madinah. This is another area in which we, Muslims, live in two different worlds. To explain what a stretch or mayl means, we’re going to have to translate that into our measurement of distances nowadays. You don’t come to a Muslim and tell them “I have gone for eight stretches.” What does that mean? Another indicator of where we are in relationship with Allah and His Prophet…A mayl is 4,000 arm lengths or dhiraa’a. For those who went into the effort of trying technically and precisely to work this out, a stretch turns out to be roughly 1,848 meters. If we calculate and multiply that by eight, we understand the distance that Hamra’ Al-Asad is from Al-Madinah, which is a considerable distance when you come out bleeding and less then victorious in a battle the previous day. They go out Hamra’ Al-Asad and what are the dynamics that are taking place? What is the social law that is at work here? The Mushriks, Abu Sufyan, who was the commander-in-chief, (so to speak), the decision maker in this war at Uhud what was he thinking? This information came out later- he was thinking of going back to Al-Madinah itself and fighting the Muslims and finishing them off within that one week after Uhud. This is what happened. When people are on a course of victory, they want more. But, does this lesson from Uhud live in our minds today when we see the enemies of Allah and His Prophet on a winning streak? Don’t we know that if they take one country they are going to take the next? If they occupied one territory they want to go to another? If they have the oil fields of the Arabian Peninsula, they want the oil fields of the Caspian Sea? Obviously these types of thoughts don’t germinate because the people in the Masaajid and on the Manaabir don’t stimulate them and that’s why the general condition of the Muslims in today’s world is where it is right now. When Abu Sufyan was saying to this Mushrik force that managed to give the taste of defeat to Muhammad and his companions we are going to go back to Al-Madinah and we are going to finish them off- these were the internal thoughts, this was the behavioral law that was at work- one of the Mushrik spies…Remember, we previously said Bilal (radi Allahu anhu) killed Umayyah ibn Khalaf, one other high ranking figure in the Mushrik camp, his son Safwaan came to Abu Sufyan because he had information that the Muslims left Al-Madinah and they are on the war-path to do a follow up battle with the Mushriks. Imagine the conditions the Muslims were in- exhausted, physically bleeding, injured and bruised (physically and literally so), the Prophet’s tooth was broken, his jaw suffered a concussion, his face was bleeding, he fell- he was physically injured and here he is- because he understood the social law that was at work. He and the committed and fatigued Muslims with him were on a war-path against the Mushriks to this area called Hamra’ Al-Asad. When these Mushriks realized “wait a minute, this may not be a winning streak after all- these Muslims have re-grouped, they’re coming and they want to do war with us; let’s get the H-E-L-L out of here and let’s go back to Makkah- which they did. They left. They did not leave with that euphoric feeling that they had scored a conclusive victory against the battling Muslims. Where’s this? When we take these elements and bring them to today’s world? When there’s an attack, an assault and an invasion of Islamic territory, how do the Muslims behave? When the Muslims feel that they have not scored a decisive victory, the same feeling that was shared by Allah’s Prophet and the struggling Muslims that were with him, what do they do? Did they say “oh we’ll surrender? We want to go to the United Nations. We want to sign some agreements with this invading and occupying enemy.” Does this behavior of today fit the character and mode of behavior of Allah’s Prophet and those with him in those days? Then, regardless of this we want to impress on ourselves that we remain committed, obedient, pious God-fearing Muslims when all of this is taking place. We have stepped out of Allah’s Prophet’s behavior; abandoned his consciousness and marginalized the social laws that are expressed to us in the Qur’an and then we go and pray and next week we are going to begin to fast Ramadhan and we think of ourselves as “Muslims on top of the world.” This is a failure of character and a contradiction of the Qur’an and the Prophet. Allah says 
don’t be faint hearted and don’t grieve while you are in the higher position if you are truly committed to Allah (Surah Aal-Imran verse 139)
The operative word here is if you are truly committed to Allah. Our decision makers and leaders are not truly committed to Allah. (Do) they pray? Yes; (do) they fast Ramadhan? Yes; (do) they go to the Hajj and the Umrah? Yes, but are they truly committed to Allah? No, because they want their victory not to come from Allah but to come from their bilateral arrangements with the enemies of Allah- with the Zionists in Tel Aviv and the Imperialists in Washington.

if you suffer from an infliction…(Surah Aal-Imran verse 140)
There are casualties, people dying, families who have no bread-winners, widows and orphans because of this war that we are looking at from week-to-week- all of that exists. 

… these people who are launching this aggression against us, they also are inflicted with these types of sufferings (Surah Aal Imran verse 140)
They have casualties, those who come out of this war handicapped, lost a limb, an eye, orphans and widows, but there’s a distinction that we have that they don’t have. Allah says
the difference between you and them is that you expect something from Allah which they do not expect (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 104)
Do they factor in God in what they are doing? They don’t; we do. So our minds and hearts are attached to Allah and there’s are not. This is what tips the balances eventually in favor of those who are committed to Allah in a practical sense.

Yesterday there were three explosions in some resort area in the Egyptian Sinai and you have all this information that perked out that wasn’t there before. At least, the initial report said that 30 people were killed and 23 of them are confirmed to be Israelis and the other 6 or 7 are Egyptian and then there were about 150 who were wounded and evacuated. The Israeli occupiers sent in their means of transportation to evacuate those who have been injured by these explosions to their hospitals and clinics. Then, Sharon, the war criminal that governs that holy territory said that he is willing to bring back from the Egyptian Sinai 15,000 Israelis who are there. We didn’t know that. It took three explosions to bring out the fact- (this is their confession- there may be more, we don’t know), but at least they confessed to the presence of 15000 yahudis on Muslim soil at the same time in the past month (or so) there has been a mini-war by the Israeli armed forces against the Palestinian in Gaza in particular, not to mention the other areas in the West Bank. In a mind that lives the meanings of the Qur’an and the behavior of Allah’s Prophet, how can 15,000 of these occupiers, invaders and war criminals be living peacefully among Muslims? We say- with a measure of sarcasm and a pinch of irony- that you Muslims, especially those who are drawing their livelihood from the Saudi Arabian government and who are bending backwards to satisfy Allah’s enemies that we are peaceful people- you don’t need to do that. Actions speak louder then words- we are so peaceful that foreigners came in and robbed us of the Holy Land- this is how peaceful we are; we are so peaceful that you come into our petroleum rich areas and you virtually steal our resources; we are so peaceful that our imposed governments have taken away from our educational system all references to yahud that are in the Qur’an- meaning if you have a high school or a college curriculum, all reference from the Qur’an about yahud has to be omitted. We can’t include it in our lesson time. This is how peaceful we are.

If you support Allah, He will support you, give you victory and stabilize your position (Surah Muhammed verse 7)
Brothers and sisters who feel a movement towards Allah…

Allah says to us to conform to him. We repeat numerous times everyday
Guide us to the straight avenue
When we ask Allah for a guidance to our movement- you see, this sentence that we repeat in Surat Al-Faatiha tells us that we are in a movement. There’s a siraat, an avenue and we want to move to Allah in a straightforward manner. We’re not static; we’re not asking for some kind of jelly guidance up there a pie-in-the-sky somewhere; by this, we confess to ourselves that we are practical; we are on earth and we are moving. Next week, as is the case every year the Muslims will be fasting either a week from today, on Friday, or the day after that, on Saturday. We have in a meek way, commented numerously about this discrepancy about the beginning and the ending of the lunar month every year. We will withhold further comment on that, but we will say that this month of Ramadhan is specifically designated to build our will power
so that you may magnify Allah for the guidance he has privileged you with so that you may be thankful (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 185)

and

so that you may become conscience of Allah’s power presence in this world (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 183) 
Our will power and Allah’s power presence is what Ramadhan is all about. Anyone who is observing a month long fast and who is not concentrating on Allah’s power and on His servants will power is only experiencing a material and physical fast. We want to approach this month and have a head start on it with the full knowledge that we will be entering it with two things on our minds- Allah’s Power and our will power.
