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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (01-06-2007)

ALI (R) AND AA’ISHA (R)

Before we go into the details of this khutbah, we would like to put our hearts and our thinking minds in the context of the ayaat
Our Sustainer, place not in our hearts bad feelings towards those who are committed to you (Surah Hashr verse 10)
and the ayah that says
and we have extracted ill-feelings from their hearts for they are brethren in sitting positions corresponding to each other (Surah Al-Hijr verse 47)

We would like to saturate hearts that feel and minds that think with the meanings of these ayaat before we tread within delicate emotional Islamic territory. Brothers and sisters, we have been trying our God-given best to sort out the beginning of our departure from each other which goes back to that 1st generation of Muslims. The same material that today’s trouble-makers are trying to formulate civil wars, civil strife’s and bloodshed out of, and it doesn’t lend itself to that type of bloody behavior. We detailed some of the history that brings us to the time when Ali (radi Allahu anhu) was by popular consent the endorsed leader and imam of the Muslims. That happened when Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) was assassinated. Uthman was assassinated during the time of Haj when Muslims who could make it to Makkah were in Makkah and the news item hit the Muslims like a thunderbolt when they were performing their movements of devotion and compliance with Allah during those high holy days of Al-Haj. When Muslims received this information some of them were on the their way back from Makkah to Al-Madinah and they reacted these developments in conflicting ways. When some of them heard that Ali had now become the leader of the Muslims made haste and were on the double, anxious to arrive in Al-Madinah to give their bai’ah to Ali; other Muslims had another attitude about this. They felt demoralized and that this was becoming an issue that they could no longer tolerate. So when they, themselves, were on their way back to Al-Madinah and when they heard the new: “Uthman assassinated, Ali now leader of the Muslims” they returned to Makkah. When the bai’ah became a popular bai’ah on insistence of the Muslims themselves that Ali become their leader even some of the people in Al-Madinah who had given their bai’ah to Ali said we want to leave Al-Madinah and we want to go to Makkah. So, there was a movement of some people from Al-Madinah to Makkah. This issue of Ali becoming the leader of the Muslims began to polarize the Muslims and this polarization had an earlier expression. When Uthman was assassinated, two individuals came to Ali- these were opposite individuals- and offered to give him their allegiance. One of them was Al Abbas (radi Allahu anhu). Even though he was a latter comer to Islam he said to Ali extend your hand and I will express my pledge to you. Ali was not responsive. Al-Abbas was doing it from what may be described as clear motivations, seeing that the only qualified person who can deliver the Muslims from the dilemma that they found themselves in happens to be his nephew- he wasn’t doing this because Ali was his nephew or because of family feelings yet Ali was not responsive. The other opposite person who came to Ali and said the same thing- extend your hand and I will express my pledge to you was Abu Sufyan. This he was expressing so that the Muslim public can finally make up their mind. Are they going to go with Ali on a course of justice or are they going to choose to settle into reality or the status quo- and the same thing, Ali was not responsive. So, after the Imam not because of individuals telling him extend your hand and I will express my pledge to you but now there was a society that was demanding from him that he should extend his hand so that he may have the bai’ah of the Muslim public to become their qualified leader- at that time he was responsive. After word got around that the Muslim leader is Ali, Makkah began to- before we continue, Makkah had a conflicting character, it meant two different things to two different types of people. For those who did not have a hidden agenda, Makkah was Haraman Aaminah- like Allah says in his book, describing Makkah as a secure sanctuary (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 126). So, when Muslims began to visualize a conflict in the making, there were those who were with Ali on a course of justice, not to the right or not to the left. There were others who had this notion of taking the law into their own hands and wanting immediate justice for those who assassinated the duly appointed previous imam of the Muslims, ie. Uthman- the son of Affan. To those who were honest to Allah and His Prophet, Makkah was a place of safety and security, so, when they saw a danger looming in the horizon or a conflict amongst the Muslims, they said they wanted to go to Makkah because it was a Haraman Aaminah. To the others who wanted to score political points, Makkah became a place of latent hostility to Al-Madinah- ida’an kaamin- the purpose for them going to Makkah was not to go to a secure place, it was for them to regroup. What happened here was we had Abdullah ibn Umar (radi Allahu anhu)- these people meant a lot to public opinion; the you and me average Muslim- who left Al-Medinah and went to Makkah. Because Ali knew what this person meant to the average Muslim, he wanted to send a contingent of horsemen to bring him back to Al-Madinah and it took some reliable individuals who told Ali- some of them were from the household of both families- that he is not going to Makkah for conspiratorial purposes. The other two individuals who left Al-Medinah and went to Makkah were Talha and Az-Zubair (radi Allahu anhuma). Whether they went as they said they were going for purposes of Umrah or whether they went to avoid being caught in what they saw as being a battle between Ali and Muawiyah- in honesty, there’s no way we can ascertain, this is left up to Allah to judge on. Any person who’s going to come here and say it one way or the other is just emotionally taking sides in what has become a traditional sectarian issue. Nevertheless, they left Al-Madinah and went to Makkah. 
The other people who it appears left Al-Madinah and went to Makkah (we can say this with some comfort) is that they wanted to regroup in Makkah against Al-Madinah. These were some of the governors that Uthman had assigned to some of the territories of the growing Islamic state. Abdullah ibn Aamir from the South of Iraq; Ya’la ibn Umayyah from Al-Yemen, there was Marwan ibn Al-Hakm and a couple of other governors that Uthman had appointed from around the Islamic territories, now at this time they all went to Makkah. It also happened to be that when Uthman was assassinated, the Prophet’s wife, A’isha (radi Allahu anha) was in Makkah performing her Hajj responsibilities. When the news came that Uthman was assassinated, she was finishing her Hajj performance (as it were). Then, on her way back to Al-Medinah, news came to her that Talha had been appointed the ruler of the Muslims and she felt comfortable with this for a couple of reasons. 1st of all, it wasn’t Ali who became the ruler of the Muslims and 2nd of all, Talha is from Tamim, the same family extension that Abu Bakr (radi Allahu anhu) is from and being that she is the daughter of the 1st khalifah, that made her feel somewhat comfortable. So, she was on her way from Makkah to Al-Madinah when it was confirmed to her that NO- it’s not Talha that is the leader of the Muslims, it is Ali. Brothers and sisters- as much as we would have liked these people around the Prophet to have understood each other more, it turns out in this particular case, without doubt, that there was friction between Ali and Umm Al-Mu’minin A’isha. When A’isha heard that Ali is the Imam and leader of the Muslims, she stopped her journey back Al-Medinah and she went back to Makkah. In Makkah, in addition to A’isha, there were two others from Ummahaat Al-Mu’minin- wives of the Prophet. One of them is Hafsa, the daughter of Umar (radi Allahu anhuma) and the other is Umm Salamah (radi Allahu anha). Now, Makkah has three of the Prophets wives in it. We have to speak – Brothers and sisters, we began this khutbah by quoting the two ayaat 
Our Sustainer, place not in our hearts bad feelings towards those who are committed to you (Surah Hashr verse 10)

and the ayah that says
and we have extracted ill-feelings from their hearts for they are brethren in sitting positions corresponding to each other (Surah Al-Hijr verse 47)
It appears that A’isha, Umm Al-Mu’minin, disliked Ali. Our understanding is that she disliked him because of at least two or three issues. One of them was what is called haadithah al ifk. In our Islamic 1st generation, there was the issue of ifk- that had to do with A’isha (without going into the details) having been left by herself in the desert when she was in the company of the other Muslims and she made her way back to Al-Medinah and with her was another man. This spoiled the moral impression that the Muslim public had about the Prophets wife. When this issue took its toll on the Prophets psychology (so to speak), there were ayaat from heaven above that came and vindicated A’isha. During those troubled times, Ali told the Prophet divorce her, there are plenty other women in society. His words were divorce her, there’s a lot of other women basically what he said to the Prophet. A’isha registered these words in a way that she didn’t like the person who said them. That is one issue now that human nature has its way of making a comeback. 
The other issue is- our sisters can speak to this better than we and we lament the fact that we don’t have many sisters speaking about this issue- A’isha was, of course as everyone knows was the Prophets wife and she bore him no children. On the other hand, Ali was married to the Prophets daughter and the Prophet had a fathers feeling towards his children and grandchildren and it happened that the Prophets grandchildren or children did not come from A’isha, they came from Fatima and Ali (radi Allahu anhuma). The Prophet would, in his household, express his paternal feelings towards Al-Hasan and Al-Husein (radi Allahu anhuma) and this would have its influence on the psychology of Umm Al-Mu’minin A’isha.
 The other issue is, (we know that this issue is not available to the public, and we think that it is the unavailability of this information to the innocent Muslim mind and heart that makes it a commodity of the troublemakers), that after Abu Bakr passed on, Ali married Aba Bakr’s wife. Her name is Asma’ Al-Khafhamiyyah and she happened to be the mother of Muhammed ibn Abi Bakr. Now, A’isha sees in her life, in the time period before we are speaking about now- she sees her own brother growing up as a virtual member of Ali’s household. This also complicates her emotions and her relationship with Ali. All of this is part of known history, but not all of this should become part of harsh difference among the Muslims. With this in mind, that A’isha who was known to be unlike her father who was on the gentle side- a gentle character or personality- she was an outspoken personality. A’isha was outspoken, not only Ali, she was also outspoken against Uthman. When Uthman berated in an unbecoming was Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (radi Allahu anhu), it was A’isha who took issue with Uthman publicly in front of everyone to see and listen to. She was opposed to Uthman to a degree that many historians and observers to this era thought that she was one of the instigators against Uthman. There are some people who want to simplify history to the point of fanaticism. No brothers and sisters- let us be fair to these issues. These are not the simple issues that you listen to in your traditional religion. 
When A’isha had her father pass away, she went to him, because of her character- remember, this person is in his deathbed or the last hours in his life- and she recites a verse of poetry and he says to his own daughter it would have behooved you to have quoted (and he said to her) the ayah from the Qur’an 
And the (sakrat al-maut means when a person dies, he feels that he is losing consciousness. It’s like a person who is drunk. He could feel drunk and then sober and then drunk again. You like go in and out of consciousness (Surah verse) 

The Prophet of Allah described these moments of departing life- he said dying has it’s sakaraat- this in and out of consciousness. So, Abu Bakr was reminding his daughter- it would have been better for you than reciting a verse of poetry when I’m passing on to have quoted this ayah from the Qur’an
This going in and out of consciousness has came with the truth, this is what you have been trying to avoid (Surah Qaf verse 19) 

This ayah speaks to every living soul- at the time of expiration, before that, it tries to avoid this ultimate moment. A’isha, Umm Al-Mu’minin, with some of this background and facts, was in Makkah, and whilst in Makkah, she had people who would listen to her. She would say we opposed Uthman and now it seems like we are going to be in opposition to the new rulers from Al-Medinah. A point in history that has to be known is that Ali sent directives that the new governor in Makkah is going to be one that he is going to appoint. When this letter of instructions reached Makkah, it reached a more or less social order that was not reconciled to Al-Medinah and Ali, so they took this letter and they virtually threw it into the well of Zamzam. The water that was coming out, they tossed it in there. Meaning we’re not going to take any orders from Al-Medinah, particularly from Ali. What we have now, and what we had in the making was Makkah whose true character is beginning to appear. It’s true that Makkah is what Allah says it is, Mathaabatan Li Naas and Haraman Aamin. 
It is a retreat or refuge for people (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 125),
it is a secure sanctified territory (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 126)

but what do you do when you have individuals who are regrouping in Makkah with a political agenda? What’s wrong? It’s the Muslim public that came to Ali and insisted that he assume the responsibilities of leadership and now, it is the same Muslim public that seems to be breaking away from what they demanded. Even though this is rich history and we can take a look at this and further deliberation of this history and we can learn from it- we don’t have to become enemies of each other because of it. What gives these people who are instigating these types of problems- believe us, they are in both camps- and who say that they are Sunnis or Shi’is the justification to go back to these issues that we are covering and hate each other because of these issues? Can anyone sense any hatred in this? We have been covering and bringing it to you, but we can’t sense that there is any hatred in it- where’s the element of hate in all of this?! It’s not that we can hate each other because of our knowledge of these issues, it’s that we can hate each other because of our ignorance of these issues or we can hate each other when we refer these issues to our sectarian traditional mould. Here is where we encounter problems and we are speaking across the board. We address those who say they are Shi’is and those who say they are Sunnis equally because none of them have been willing and still continue to be resistant in presenting these issues as they are and were and not with an automatic holier than though attitude just because you are a traditional- you can take your pick- Sunni or Shi’i. This is not an easy issue to unfold and explain. These are delicate positions and for anyone who has a sense of fairness and is selfless- there’s no ego in this- whether it’s a social ego or a religious ego- we have religious egos- when someone feels that they are on top of the world because they are Sunnis, that person has a religious ego. Another person who thinks that he is in command of Islamic affairs because he happens to be a Shi’i, the person is suffering from a religious ego. By Allah and with reference to Allah, is there anything that you have listened to from the details that we have covered so far, and we will continue to cover these details, so that we are going to take away this explosive religious material from the orientalists, the academics, those who specialize in Islamic affairs and from politicians who want to bring the Muslims to the edge of sectarian internal warfare. We’re going to take this material away from them if we continue to follow with open minds and with clean hearts and we repeat, reiterate and emphasize Allahs words
O Our Sustainer, do not have us internalize feelings of malice towards those who are committed to you (Surah Hashr verse 10)

And the other ayah
and we have expurged from their hearts this ghill because they are brethren (Surah Al-Hijr verse 47)
A committed Muslim can be wrong, but that doesn’t mean that because the committed Muslim is wrong is evil. This is a lesson that the Muslims have had centuries to learn but still have not learned.

Take stock of Allahs power presence and He will teach you (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282) 

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

We think it would be a person who is absent from reality who will tell you that some Sunnis feel that they are Sunnis in these circumstances 1st and then they are Muslims and equally so, there are some people who are absent from reality who will come and tell you we are Shi’is 1st and then Muslims later. This is exactly falling into the programs that want to divide and devastate us. This policy is not new.
Phiroun has always been considering himself supreme or superior in this world and therefore he implementes policies of divide and conquer (Surah Al-Qassas verse 4)
But how are you going to divide the Muslims? The Shaytaani brains came out and thought out this Sunni/Shi’i controversy. This is not something that has just been thrown out there haphazardly, without having people squeezing the juices of their brains on the subject. They looked at our psychology, they had their informers, agents, turn-coats and spies- all of them come back with information saying that Muslims are vulnerable on the Sunni/Shi’i divide or issue, so we have to work that up. Now, these policies are in motion and some people have taken the bait, they’ve swallowed it and now, they’re causing indigestion in the Muslim general body. Why? Brother and sister Muslim- why are we in these circumstances, beginning with Iraq and all the way to the four corners of the earth where Muslims are listening to discourses on how the Sunnis are evil or agents or traitors? This is not the way to speak. There are people who may or may not consider themselves Sunnis who are all of that and much more, but you don’t come and say they are that because they are Sunnis and exactly the same way, there are others who come and tell you there are Shi’is who are agents, traitors and all of these other descriptions- and there are people who consider themselves Shi’is who are that and much more, but not that because they are Shi’is- can’t we understand this? It’s because of our inability to understand this that we are having and will have more of it if we don’t wake up and understand that there is no traitor, hypocrite or person who has gone to the side of the enemies of Islam and has justified it because of the Sunnah of Rasulillah that all Sunnis are committed to or because of Tashayyu’, the feelings of loyalty to Ali that all Shi’is feel- there’s nothing in all of that that gives substance to the type of sectarian wave that they want to flood the Muslims with. Nothing! Everything begins in closed meetings and low key and traditional context- that’s where it all begins. Those who are now turning up the Sunni temperature do it where? They do it in their sectarian strongholds. They do it where? In their cultural meetings. They don’t bring this out to the public because they don’t have the moral and mental courage to do so. Those who are turning up the Shi’i heat, the same way. All of them stand exposed, it only takes an open and a courageous mind to see through this plot that has been cooked here, in Washington DC and Tel Aviv and it goes through the back channels of finances. People who have the money are given these instructions and they pass on these instructions to the recipients of the money, who happen to be those in administration of the Islamic Centers and Mosques around. So we have cultural, sectarian, sufi and every other centre that is willing to fall into this trap. Our endeavor has been to go back to the basics and to the essential ingredients out of which they are fabricating- this is a fabrication. There are no bad feelings between those who are committed to Allah’s Prophet and those who are committed to Ali- there’s no bad feelings. No one can bring us any of this from any reliable or authentic sources. It comes from the devious and doubtful sources that they draw from- beware of this.
