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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (01-02-2008)
ISLAM AND CULTURAL ISSUES
As we place the final touches on tracing out historical personality as compared with our current personality we quote Allah when He says
That final abode We shall designate for those who did not want to be arrogant on Earth and did not cause or spread corruption in it and the after affairs belong to those who are conscience and actively behaving knowing that Allah’s power-presence is predominant 
Brothers and sisters- we now have species of those who count themselves as Muslims who have confused the meaning of Islam with the particular traditions and customs that they developed either as a good effort to increment this understanding of Islam or as an ignorant deviation from the unpolluted understanding of Islam. When we spoke in the past couple of years about the divisions that set in among the Muslims because of a political deviation in the highest office of the land we never encountered the division that has become the defining matter of who the Muslims are or are not today! Sometimes these increments that have been tagged on to a pristine Islam handed down to us by Allah’s Prophet and the struggling generation of Muslims with him have good intentions, (we are not trying to put intentions on trial; we are just trying to take a solid look at our real condition in the real world today). We go to some Muslim countries, to name a couple that we know about- Turkey and Libya. In the Masajid you will often find that there are masabah or tasbih (i.e.) the SubhanAllah beads that are placed in these Masajid. We try to ask what is this all about and they tell us “this is to help a Muslim in counting his sentences of devotion to Allah”- SubhanAllah; Alhadulillah; Allah-hu-Akbar. OK- what if we don’t use that method? Is there anything wrong with that? Unfortunately, in some tight corners in these traditional areas of the Muslim countries we find people becoming up-tight about this if you don’t grab the tasbih or if you don’t wear the skull-cap, ghatah, amamah, kufiyah or put something on your head then people begin to take this as the defining matter of how much or less a Muslim you are. This is an increment that has nothing to do with the practice of our conscience of being the Muslims that Allah intended us to be in this world. A similar case is what we wear. Some Muslims prefer to wear the long thawb or robe, the color to be white and to have a head rest that extends all the way to their backs; OK- that’s an increment- but if someone wears or doesn’t wear that are we to define a Muslim by the clothes he wears when we know from reading the ayaat in the Qur’an and listening to the hadiths of the Prophet that what is meant by clothes is to cover our private parts and give us an acceptable appearance; but in some parts in the Muslim world this type of issue has become a defining issue. 
We have some people who come to us and tell us “you should pray with your shoes on.” We say OK- we understand that there is a hadith related to the Prophet concerning praying with your shoes on. We can understand when we are outside, (as we are today)- the surface of the Earth and the bottom of our shoes are equivalent. We can understand (that) in such conditions we pray in our shoes provided we know there’s no najasah on our shoes and we know the general condition of the surface of the Earth is a condition that lacks this najasah. The Prophet of Allah says that the Earth has been rendered a Masjid so whoever wants to pray may do so- we understand that, but to come and say that “we should go into the Masjid and pray with our shoes on in the Masjid” is conflicting with our common understanding of what taharah and najasah mean. Then they come and say “the Prophet and the Muslims who were with him used to do that!” Yes- but the Masajid at that time were not like the Masajid today; there were no rugs, Persian carpets or elaborate floor accommodations, it was the simple sand or soil of the desert that they were praying on- that’s how simple it was- in those conditions it was just like (we are) praying right now- where we pray our Jum’ah prayers in the street on the surface of the Earth. 
Some people come and say, in their incremental understanding of Islam, that we should pay our Zakaat Al Fitr “only with barley or dates.” If that’s their understanding, there shouldn’t be an arrogant psychology that confronts them.

That final abode We shall designate for those who did not want to be arrogant on Earth and did not cause or spread corruption in it and the after affairs belong to those who are conscience and actively behaving knowing that Allah’s power-presence is predominant 
If that’s their understanding let them dispense with their Zakaat Al Fitr in such a manner; but when they come and want to impose that understanding on others who have a wider horizon of analysis, definitions or applications then room should be made- there shouldn’t be this type of fanatical attitude that faces off against Muslims who understand Allah’s words and the words of Allah’s Prophet in a manner that these types of people are incapable of understanding.  

In this traditional incremental build-up within Islam we have some societies, cultures and traditions that tell the son that belongs to a family “son- you should marry so-and-so” and this son hasn’t seen so-and-so but the father and mother or both sides know each other very well so they want to arrange a marriage between a son and a daughter in which neither the son or the daughter has seen themselves. We don’t know where this comes from but it exists in our traditional Islamic family structures; deep down in some areas of our Islamic societies this is a fact of life! According to this increment, which we could find no Islamic root for, this young man is supposed to marry another young woman on the authority of his father and mother without having seen the future half of his life! How can this be? Where did this come from? This happens! What are we going to say? Are we going to take a step back and say (that) just because we have inherited such a custom and tradition that it is Islamic or are we going to take a principled look at this and say “actually this has no Islamic basis?” The Prophet of Allah says to this issue that it is more appropriate for them, meaning the couple that is going to be married, to see and be familiar with themselves. But we have this in today’s world- if we were to run through our minds the details of the 1st generations of Muslims, (that we spoke about in the past couple of years), none of these issues were presented by any Muslim; none! How come they have become the defining issues of our time?! 
Then, we come to the issue of women. We have some pockets in some areas of our Muslim lands that frown upon families that send their daughters to schools! It is said on good authority that when King Faisal in Saudi Arabia introduced the 1st school to teach girls in that kingdom, many of the occupants in the town in which that school was built abandoned that whole town! Where did this come from? We don’t know?! This is a negative increment that has been tagged on to what is supposed to be an Islam of equality, understanding, tolerance, accommodation and justice. Some of you may not be familiar with this, (obviously we live in a country that doesn’t have by-and-large- we see and do know of traces of this- but by-and-large we don’t have it as concentrated as it is in some other areas), we have some clergymen, shuyukh and ulema' who don’t want to see a face of a woman! We still don’t know where this comes from?! This is not befitting our understanding of Allah and His Prophet. These same type of so-called scholars would have gone up to Allah’s Prophet during bai’ah Al Aqabah Ath Thaniyah when there were two women who offered their allegiance to Allah’s Prophet and said “there’s no need for these women to be around.” To use their words or vocabulary, they word probably say “this is a bid’ah for you to be receiving allegiance from two women!” What would they say to Sulayman (alaihis salaam) who was communicating with a woman ruler in which Sulayman says to her

Don’t show any hubris towards me and come to me in a state of submission to Allah (Surah An Naml verse 31)?
This was a Prophet of Allah whose communication or contact with another woman has been recorded in the Qur’an for the Muslims to recite until the end of time. There’s no gender complex but how come we have some Islamic scholars presenting us with a gender complex behavior? In some quarters of Muslim cultures, traditions and societies we have something like a mandatory imposition of an-niqaab, i.e. the covering of the face of the Muslim women- for those of you who may not be versed in this area, much of this comes from those who raise the Hanbali banner. The enlightened of them say that it is better for a Muslim woman to cover her face but those who consider themselves to be strict, observant or orthodox, (we don’t know the choice of word they may use- but something along these lines), say it’s mandatory for a woman to do that. In his book, ibn Qudamah, one of the major Hanbali fuqaha’ in Al Iraq, cites the hadith by Asma’ (radi Allahu anha), the daughter of Abi Bakr who said if a woman reaches the age of her monthly cycle it is only halal for her to expose this and these, and she pointed to her face and her hands. So where did this come from? We don’t know how we have developed a sexual complex? In the Battles of Islam in the time of Allah’s Prophet- in the Battle of Uhud  when men were running away there were women who were defending him. In the Battle of Hunayn when men were running away there were women who were defending him, (the details of these battles are left up to you to refer to; go to your preferred historical reference or book of history and read about this subject), to the extent that some of these women came to the Prophet and said these men who deserted you should be executed. What did the Prophet say? If the attitude of these scholars of today was around they’d say “what are you talking about? You should say no such thing- leave! By the way, you’re a woman- why should you be out in public expressing your opinion!” (There’s) no such thing; absolutely nothing whatsoever to this effect- that’s what we had then and this is what we have today?! 
Then we have the specifics that pertain to the Prophet’s wives. We do have some information that the Prophet’s wives were taken care of in a way that made them an exception to the other women in Islamic society. To get a sense as to why this was done for the Prophet’s wives- the ayah in the Qur’an says 

you are not like other women (Surah Al-Ahzaab verse 33)

These are Allah’s words pertaining to the Prophet’s wives. We can understand this in light of that, (we want to say), uncivilized but some people may not understand it correctly; (we want to say) uncultured but then we run into the problem with the word culture; (we want to say) primitive and that has its positives- the attitude that some people had in the Arabian Deserts (were that) they would express their minds. When it came to the Prophet’s wives, one man once said if Muhammed dies I’m going to marry so-and-so of his wives. Obviously, we respect the Prophet’s wives because we respect him and we care for them and protect them as we care for and protect him; and we don’t want any man to be contemplating these types of ideas and expressing them in public. There’s an order in the Qur’an that this type of internal thought does not become a type of social understanding ishaa’atul faahishati fil lladhina aamanu- because of this, every measure was taken to try to have the Prophet’s wives dignity preserved lest these types of individuals express their instinctual thoughts in public, which is not permitted. But, we can’t extend this and make of it a general rule that has caused the degradation of Muslim women in Islamic societies until we have inherited a culture in which the issue of women has become a contentious issue. (There’s) no basis for that.

Then, these people who want to divide the Muslims pick on what we may call minor issues or issues of ijtihad or issues in which they should learn tolerance and accommodation, not express hubris and animosity as is the case today. Remember, this was not an issue in the defining years of our social personality- they come and say “what do you think about the Prophet’s father? Is he going to the fire or not?” They hold that the opinion that the Prophet’s father is going to the fire and someone who disagrees with them is condemned- why? On this issue, Allah say to those who think, (for those who don’t think, there’s no use of speaking to them)
We will not punish with the fire until we send a Prophet (Surah Al Isra’ verse 15)

For people who think, it would mean that the Prophet’s father would deserve al adhaab if he rejected what his son was presenting; but he wasn’t given an opportunity to accept or reject so how do people come and very easily condemn him to the fire?! If you disagree with them, then you become outside the pale of Islam. Right now, this is one of the defining issues; instead of being an issue of “you see it you way and I see it my way and we’ll know on the final day” -that type of psychology and behavior is not to be detected in them. Remember 
That final abode We shall designate for those who did not want to be arrogant on Earth and did not cause or spread corruption in it and the after affairs belong to those who are conscience and actively behaving knowing that Allah’s power-presence is predominant (Surah verse)
That’s one of the issues that circulates with the power of money to divide Muslims. We don’t find any legitimacy or grounds for these types of issues to be circulating. 

Another issue in Surah An Najm
And he came and he approached until he was at (this is a borrowed expression) an arms length (Surah An Najm verse 8-9)
Who’s he referring to? The type of people we are talking about say “that refers to Allah.” (If) you come and say “it doesn’t refer to Allah, it may refer to Jibreel (alaihis salaam) or the Prophet because this is during the night of the Isra’ and the Mi’raj” and then they come and tell you “No- you’re on the verge of becoming a non-Muslim because you are saying that.” 
Then they come to when the Prophet attacked Bani Al Mustaliq. They say “the Prophet did not fore-warn them” because every understanding of the ayaat and ahadith says a war has introduction and the introduction to the war is to present Islam to people. Then, you build policies (based) on how these people respond to the presentation of Islam. In the encounter of Bani Al Mustaliq, they say “the Prophet did not fore-warn these people and present Islam to them.” OK- if they want to understand it like that, (which we don’t), why can’t they accommodate other Muslims who don’t understand these issues the way they do? Think of the Muslims we were speaking about and the issues that made them who they were and look at the Muslims who we are speaking about today and the issues that make us who we are and remember Allah’s words
That final abode We shall designate for those who did not want to be arrogant on Earth and did not cause or spread corruption in it and the after affairs belong to those who are conscience and actively behaving knowing that Allah’s power-presence is predominant (Surah verse)
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…
You can fill in the blank spaces by contrasting the high responsibilities, the deep motivations and the sincere character of Muslims who knew that they were going to disagree but they never thought (that) out of minor issues they are going to become enemies of each others as has become the issue today. Today there are minor issues such as the ones we just mentioned that have consumed our time; this is the subject, theme and issue, (one of many), that we should be looking at…

In the past five years, (next month, the imperialist-zionist invasion and occupation of Iraq will have reached the five year point. In five years, what has happened to the Iraqi population? Only in these five years- we’re not speaking of the years prior to this- about 1million of them have been killed; there’s about 1,5million Iraqi children who have become orphans; and there’s over half-a-million Iraqi women who have become widows. The Muslim mind, because of the issues that we just alluded to in the 1st khutbah, cannot move into this area because it is frozen and stifled by the non-issues; viz. (do) you or do you not put on your shoes when you pray- this has become a big issue; add this to the other similar tertiary issues and we are consuming our energies and dissipating our potential by hovering around these tertiary issues and increments that came into our midst and thus we render our ownselves incapable of stepping up to the higher responsibilities of justice and equality that we are held responsible for by Allah. How long is this going to continue? The issue of going to a grave- someone goes to visit those who are in their final abode in the cemetery; the words of ziyarat al quboor comes from the fiqhi generation of over 1,000 years ago and there is a consensus among the fuqaha’ that it is recommended or mandatory to visit these people who are deceased; across the board, there is an encouragement to do so and then, 1 scholar- ibn Taimiyah- comes along and he is afraid that going to these graves is going to generate a veneration for these dead people or is going to raise the status of these deceased people into intercessors with Allah- he doesn’t like the idea. OK- fine; that’s his idea, but now comes along all of this wealth that wants to take this issue out of its context, cancel the consensus of the fuqaha’ and discourage people from these reminders of the life to come. Now we have almost (something) like a poison streak in the Muslim societies wherever this money is to be found, deterring Muslims from remembering al aakhirah. These are reminders; when dear people who were dear to us in this life took that step into the life to come- these just serve as a reminder; that’s all. That reminder is a dhikr,

Then, remind or conscientise them, as of a certainty, this dhikrah benefits the committed Muslims (Surah Az-Zaariyaat verse 55)

But they have shattered and shredded the meanings of this Qur’an and the integrity at its core to a degree that they have satisfaction when we are argue the trivial and tertiary issues that we argue. 
