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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters with the warmth of Imaan....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (02-02-2007)
THE TRANSITION FROM UMAR (R) TO UTHMAN (R)
We hide nothing- no word, no information, no explanation- when it comes to times like this; we have being saying (the reference is to a humble we) that there is something like all the material and mortal powers in the world that have found common cause to try to expend their last effort to try to ruin whatever progress and steps forward we have made. Now, their magic formula- as they perceive of it knowing that through all of these years (actually they draw on centuries of experience) that this head on confrontation with the Muslims hasn’t brought them the expected results that they foresaw. So what do they do? They hatch their secret weapon of trying to have Muslims spill their own blood. We can see this happening in Palestine, Iraq and Lebanon. With the vision of a person who does not lose sight of Allah and His Prophet we have maintained that their ace in this hole is their sectarian card that they have. The meek ability to present this issue went into many, many months from this place at this time. Now is the time buttress ourselves with further information so that we don’t have any trouble maker coming along with flimsy statements to try to stir misunderstandings and many layers of traditions that have settled throughout these generations. We don’t want to be Muslims who can be taken on a sectarian course of self-destruction. In the atmosphere and in the elements of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, let us absorb the lessons that come our way so that we are not (at the end) the victims of these elaborate and well-thought out plans that are now in details in front of us (if we cared to see). One of the ways to absorb this issue without reacting to it and without becoming the victims of it- we ask ourselves; in human nature, is there the inclination or the tendency to disregard other human beings, for whatever the reasons? There are plenty of reasons if we can just relate to this human nature in our own lives. An ayah from Allah to His Prophet may be used to serve as a reference as a point for us to go into some of the information scrambled so that we ourselves react to this information (which we will come to a little later). Allah says in Surah Al-An’aam speaking to His messenger- the approximate meaning of this ayah in English
And do not (oh Prophet) expel those who are calling upon Allah at the break of the day and at the end of day, seeking His countenance from your company for if you do so you will be among Adh-dhalimeen, i.e. it will be considered as an act of injustice or offense their record or accountability is not yours and your record and accountability is not on them, for if you do eject them from your company you become a wrong-doer (Surah Al-An’aam verse 52)

This is the general meaning, what does it mean in real life? In real life, there were the elites in the Makkan society, what did these elites do? They came to the Prophet and said if you want us to listen to you we don’t want to be in the company of these lowlifes. Who were they referring to? Who are these poor or impoverished people that did not add up to much in the eyes of the Makkan aristocrats? They were speaking about Bilal, Suhail, Khabbab and a few other Muslims (radi Allahu anhum) who did not amount much in the eyes of the upper classes of Makkah. It is tempting sometimes to use some of the words that circulate in the world today. This set up or the raw material- there’s the Prophet and around him are those who responded to him early on, who happen to be poor or from the underclass of society- Ammar, Bilal, Suhail, Khabbab ibn E’rat (radi Allahu anhum) - these were people who were a sore in the eyes of the well-to-do Makkans. So these well to do Makkans put a condition on the Prophet, look if you want us to listen to you then we don’t want to be with you in their presence. What do you do here? You have an offer. The Prophet of Allah had an offer, he could have access to these decision makers of Makkah, this upper class of Makkah, but what he would have to do is he would have to tell these people who had stuck to him “for the time being we have to make room for these people, so just leave me for a day or two and let me communicate this message to these upper class Arabians”. Imagine if this opportunity (as it is perceived by some) was presented to today’s Muslims?! You can speak to the president, prime minister, members of parliament- people who have clout and influence in public life- and who could change course of society but there is one thing you have to do, you have to get rid of the riff-raff or the scum of the earth as the upper classes perceive of the downtrodden, disenfranchised and the powerless. This ayah came to speak to this human nature. Today, we have dictionary of words on the political left that describe these types of encounters in human societies and nature and if we begin to use some of these words, some people may misunderstand us. We don’t have to, the Qur’an and Allah answered 
you don’t exempt, expel or exclude them (Surah Al- An’aam verse 52)
Listen to this Muslims, especially you (out there) who are trying to make public relation efforts. You consider the Prophet to be your model, how did he behave?! There is some further information on this, that goes with this ayah and it pertains to these same people who were won over to the Prophet in his 1st weeks and months. At the end of the Prophet’s journey (of the 20 odd years of struggle) they see Abu Sufyan and they comment upon seeing him, our swords have not completed their job. You can easily understand what they mean by that. Then, Abu Bakr (radi Allahu anhu) hears this and he says but this is a person in Quraish who has his status and he speaks to them in such a way that he may have offended them or hurt their feelings. So, these people who of the nothings in society in the perception of the upper classes take this affair to the Prophet. This is what exactly what happened- i.e. this is what we said and this is how we expressed it and the Prophet tells Aba Bakr you may have hurt their feelings express yourself to them in a way that soothes their feelings. He goes to them and he says did I, by what I said, hurt your feelings? They said not really (this is all trying to give you the gist of this internal Islamic in-house, intimate exchange and conversation that happened). Because of this ayah in Surat Al-Anaam, the Prophet expressed this (this is a matter of record, we’re not trying to pick or be selective about the information that we come to you with; this is considered to be mainstream Islamic historical information around which there is no doubt.) this element of human nature i.e. condescending towards other human beings because they belong to two layers of society. This human nature has been with the Muslims during the Prophet’s times, after the Prophet passed on, throughout all of these centuries, up until today and into tomorrow because it is human nature. Allah did not create human nature one way at one time and change that human nature and created it in another way in another part of history. It’s been what it has been throughout. We take this variable or fact and we come with it to one of the sensitive times in Islamic history. We ask you- brothers and sisters to listen with your minds. We don’t need these troublemakers who are coming around with their emotions or their skewed information trying to spike our emotions- we don’t need that- we come with this understanding of  things from the book of Allah and the behavior of His Prophet to the period when the Prophet passes on and there was a decision to be made…who is going to assume the responsibilities of steering the Islamic society and state in the right direction? We come specifically to the time just before the 3rd successor or Khalifah to the Prophet assumed this responsibility.

In those few days before that, the 2nd successor or Khalifah to the Prophet was murdered or assassinated. We referred to this earlier on and because we never knew that the Shaytaani minds of today are going to dig out the type of information that is going to spill over into traditional minds that can easily be turned against the fellow and brother Muslim who doesn’t share their exact version of history. We said about this that the assassination of Umar (radi Allahu anhu) was in a sense similar to (if we are looking at assassinations in our time) to the assassination of President Kennedy in the United States. It’s one of these things that you can’t get (so far) a thorough grip on. This was almost very similar to the assassination of Umar. Umar was walking to the mihraab to lead the Muslims into the Salaah and a person comes up to him with a knife in his hand and begins to stab him. At that moment, the Muslims who were in the Masjid turned their attention to this assassin who’s known as Abu Lu’lu’a  to try to disengage him from his hostile act, but this person commits suicide. He kills Umar 1st, then he immediately turns and stabs or kills himself- before people could put the pieces together i.e. what’s going on here? What motivates you to do such a thing? They couldn’t bring him to a court of law thereafter. The person is gone, but there is information and observations of what had happened in that hour before Umar came to lead the prayers. There were three other individuals who came under public observation, who were thought to be complicit in this murder or they had a hand in it because some of the people who were in the Masjid realized that there were individuals besides Abi Lu’lu’a who were exchanging this knife amongst themselves. One of them was by the name of (at least in the Islamic Arabic books of history) Al-Hurmuzaan; the other one is called Jufaynah and the 3rd one is the daughter of Abu Lu’lu’a, the assassin of Umar. When this information at that moment and in the immediate aftermath of this assassination circulated, the son of Umar, Ubaidullah took justice into his own hands so to speak and with his sword he cut down Al-Hurmuzaan, even though when he felt the blade coming his way, this victim had reiterated ash-shahada saying Ashhadu an laa illaha illa Allah- it didn’t save him. Then, when the other person, his name is Jufaynah, who happen to be a Christian, saw the sword coming his way, in the hands of Ubaidillah ibn Umar, he gesticulated the shape of the cross between his eyes. That also did not spare him. Then, Ubaidullah goes to Abu Lu’lu’a’s place and he kills his daughter. The reason why we want to cover this portion of history, that no one is speaking about, is because we have confidence that once accurate information it is brought into the light of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, with our minds and hearts forced on it, we will not fall into the traps that they are laying for us today. The reason this is being said today is because for the 1st time- brothers and sisters- the media in Muslim countries is beginning to show the public (you and me)…they say that there is a grave for this assassin of Umar in Iran and that people make (to use the Islamic terminology) ziyaarat to that grave. At a time like this, with an issue like this, they try to draw on (we try not to use this word but this comes from their mind and it is within their plans) the fanatical component of the traditionalist Muslims of today- whether they are Sunnis or Shi’is. This assassination in Islamic history, for which we have no recourse- these individuals could not be brought to a court of law- so what happens? What happens is we have an issue of justice. Justice has to be done. How do you do justice at this critical time in Islamic history? We don’t want to go into the details of this Islamic history once again, but we do know (hopefully- if we were listening closely) how the 3rd khalifah became the leader of the Muslims. It was done through a process of consultation among a select group of individuals- those who were perceived by Umar to have had the whole hearted satisfaction of Allah’s Prophet when he passed away. They met among themselves and they agreed to have one of them exclude himself from being a runner up to that position, so there were five left. Out of these five, they were brought to the Masjid, and they only had three days- all of this had to be done within three days- now we can have our Qur’anic and Prophetic based critic or comment on how this was done or why it was done but those who think that this was done with malice or with bad intentions don’t understand what took place because here we have the force of what is today called nationalism. We had that force working in the majority of the people who had become Muslims. Umar managed to keep that force in- check. Brothers and sisters- you will have to underline these words and you are going to have to etch them in your minds. What did he do? He told the Muhajireen and the Ansaar, especially the Muhajireen, you are not to leave or you cannot leave Al-Madinah. It’s not exactly something like house arrest, but it is something similar to it. Why? We are not talking about a ma’soum here, we are speaking about a person who was following his conscience. He thought these were like celebrities. These people were with the Prophet; they fought, sacrificed and spent those formative years of Islam with their blood and their sweat. Imagine if they were to leave their homes and go with these armies or go on commercial ventures outside of Al-Madinah and outside of Makkah. They could make money very easily. They could become rich people over-night and this would cause an internal decay of the character that they gained while they were in the Prophet’s care. Umar did not want that to happen. Now, he’s gone and there’s a new person and personality that is ruling. What did he do? He said no. Well for the 1st year, he honored these policies. Umar was tight on not only the movement of people but he was also very concerned with the Islamic budget, with bait al-maal al-Muslimeen, but after him, we find that we had a ruler who said no- where did this come from? Here, we’re also not speaking about a person who is saying or doing this because he has a master plan or because there is some type of conspiracy- no. This was done probably not with the most enlightened information but with the best of intentions. Here is where some Muslims take this or that side- we just cannot be objective and neutral when it come to looking to these decisions that were made. He comes and says as far as money is concerned no- if you were allocated one dirham, during each day of Ramadhan from the Muslim treasury you should be paid two dirhams. Whoever was receiving 100 it was doubled to 200. In Ramadhan, during the time of Uthman (radi Allahu anhu), there were public iftars for those who could not afford iftar. This went down very well (at least) for the time being for those people who could not see the consequences of what this would mean later on. Then, it seems like the flood gates were open after that. because we’re not speak about a matter of weeks or months, we’re speaking about a period of 12 years. During that time period, wealth that was kept under austere conditions in the previous administrations, was being dispersed left and right. Az-Zubair (radi Allahu anhu) was given 600,000; Talha (radi Allahu anhu) was given 200 000 and they were looking for investments. What are we speaking about here? Brothers and sisters- we’re speaking about human nature. Let’s not get caught up in individual acts and personality positions. We’re looking at things that became policy and laws of the land. An example of this, to drive the point home, Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf (radi Allahu anhu) who was one of those six individuals who was supposed to decide on who was qualified to become the leader of the Muslim… It is known in Islamic history, that because of a skin condition, Allah’s Prophet permitted him to wear silk- its known. Every rule has its exception- this is an exception to the rule. During the time of Umar, Abdurrahman ibn Awf comes to Umar and Abdurrahman ibn Awf’s son was wearing silk. Umar could not tolerate this. He said we understand your condition-but just because he’s your son he’s putting silk on?! And he grabs this silk garment of that son and he tears it. This was a person who was pursuing the standards and the gist of his conscience. He wasn’t here to try to take sides. He even exempted one of his cousins- who he and the public knew that Allah’s Prophet was well pleased with when he passed away- Saeed ibn Zaid (radi Allahu anhu). He says I don’t even want you to be with these six deciding individuals. Could there have been any improvement on this? Obviously- looking back at it, you could say why limit this whole decision making process to six? Why not have ansaar involved in it, because the ansaar were excluded? There was something circulating and Abu Bakr said from Al-Muhajirin is the Umara’ and from Al-Ansaar are the wuzaraa. There was a type of formula that they were satisfied with, knowing that the issue of Makkah and nationalism was a threat to all of their sincerity combined. When we look at this information (you look at it as a Muslim, whatever school of thought you belong to) what problem do you have? What problem should there be? But this is the same area, characters and history that trouble makers are coming to and want you to hate your brother Muslim because of the way they want to give us this information and they want us to understand this history as if it is haraam on us to open up our own history, read about our own characters with our own minds that are the product of our own Qur’an and our own Prophet. There’s no reason why this type of history or events (we are only looking at one segment of it; there are many other segments of it), but do all of these segments combined justify that you hate another Muslim, think about killing another Muslim or put together armies of Muslims to kill each other in the thousands and millions? Where does this come from? 

The 3rd successor to the Prophet had to look into the issue of justice. Ubaidullah ibn Umar took the law into his own hands (so to speak) and now he is responsible for the death of three individuals. What do you do in this case? Looking back at it, the best thing that could be done is to bring this individual and the others who may have been in one way or the other related to these events to a court of law but the Islamic ruler thought and he asked- he didn’t do this without consulting and getting the opinions of others- he asked Ali (radi Allahu anhu), those who were in the Masjid and those who he had confidence in what should be done? Here, there was differences of opinion. One opinion said well, this person is not above the law. If he takes another person’s life, his life should be taken. But that does not exactly fit into the capital punishment requirements of the Islam because he who has suffered the death of a loved one, especially a family member, in this case his father, then he has the right to pursue the death penalty for the criminals. The ayah in the Qur’an says 
And, whoever has been killed or murdered without a basis of justice, then WE have allocated to his guardian 1st of kin, an authorization (Surah Al-Isra' verse 33)
So in this sense, he may not have had a personal right to execute justice but he had a right to pursue justice- not in the manner it was done. Here’s where Muslim opinions differ on this because the continuation of the ayah is 
he should not exceed in applying the death penalty  (Surah Al-Isra' verse 33)
Some would argue and say well he exceeded. There’s only one individual who died and three other individuals were killed. This becomes a point of contention among Muslim public opinion at that time so the Muslim ruler decided well, we’ll pay the diyah for those who died, i.e. we will present a monitory compensation for their lives. Because- imagine how it would be that yesterday Umar was assassinated and tomorrow his son is going to be executed?! In order to avoid this type of early polarization you pay the diyah. OK- what’s the Muslim or human life worth at that time- just pay that amount put the issue behind us and is what was done. But for some people, the issue did not go away- it was just to become another factor that is added to other factors to build a case. It causes Muslims to feel bad when they meet other Muslims. This is the area that these enemies of Allah are trying right now to work as hard as they can to bring back these types of issues and try to legitimate the shedding of Muslim blood. There’s no reason for that. We will cover more obscure areas in our history in the confidence that our minds and our understanding of Allah and His Prophet will defeat these plans that want to stir up divisions among Muslims and feelings of raw hate and animosity. These enemies of Allah, His Prophet and the Muslims of struggle today will only have their way if we continue to be silent about these issues, but if we can bring them up and look at them with the vision of the Quran and the Prophet, then our enemies will be defeated. We hearken back to the ayah 
And do not (oh Prophet) expel those who are calling upon Allah at the break of the day and at the end of day, seeking His countenance from your company for if you do so you will be among Adh-dhalimeen, i.e. it will be considered as an act of injustice or offense their record or accountability is not yours and your record and accountability is not on them, for if you do eject them from your company you become a wrong-doer…you don’t exempt, expel or exclude them (Surah Al- An’aam verse 52)
Brothers and sisters committed Muslims…

We think it would be fair (meaning we are not loading things out of proportion) if we say that there is a Sunni/Shi’i problem in Iraq and it did not happen without elaborate plans. We also think we’ll not be off the mark to say that there is a Islamic nationalist polarization in Palestine and right now in Lebanon there are efforts to have something like Islamic Christian misunderstanding beginning there. All of these three areas did not just happen. If we were equipped- every week we have this forum and opportunity to regroup and obtain the accurate and necessary information that will thwart the sectarian plans that they have in Iraq; the racist plans they have in Somalia; the nationalist plans they have in Palestine and the religious or clash of civilization type of tension that they want to brew in Lebanon. We can’t blame Ash-Shayateen for satanic acts- that’s in the nature of Ash-Shayateen, but how about us when we become part of these acts and when we become the executors of these plans? Every Friday, why do Muslims from their manaabir and in their congregations omit these historical and these future shaping events? Why? And then, why are we silent about this? Why do we agree to have a Masjid like this and other Masaajid in the tens of thousands around the world that pretend none of this is happening? If Adh-Dhalimeen, al-Mushrikeen, Zionists and imperialists continue with these plots and stratagems and if we continue with our ignorance and indifference then in the near future, everyone is going to pay the horrible price for this. If there’s not enough moral quality, insightful thinking and not enough reference to Allah and His Prophet in all of this, then the outcome and circumstances shall be lethal. We are not only speaking about social dislocation, we are also speaking about wars that will incinerate societies. The issue of preserving human life is one of the essential issues of deen. It is what the fuqaha’ refer to as the usul of Islam- preserving human life. If we are permitted to violate some of our standards to survive as individuals, why are we permitting ourselves to violate the core of scripture when there are hundreds of millions of people who are potential victims of these issues that we are trying to solve at their core? 

Oh Allah bear witness that at least we exert whatever we have to spread the word of truth about what they are trying to make contentious and hostile issue among us.
