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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sister of Imaan, Allah’s assurance and confidence in Allah....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (06-07-2007)
TALHA, ZUBAIR AND AA’ISHAH VS ALI
With Allah’s guidance and with our devotion to Him, we will continue this journey into our own historical personality and into the area which today’s warmongers and power-maniacs are trying to stir the Islamic psychology in conflicting ways so that they can justify the materialistic objectives of theirs on flowing rivers of Muslim blood. As we go through our own efforts in the past something that is called history, we plead with Allah, the Exalt and the Extolled

Oh Allah render us of those who listen to what is being said and follow through on the best of it (Surah Az-Zumar verse 18)

Brothers and sisters committed Muslims, we reached the point where there were 3,000 Muslims who had left Makkah go to A​l-Basra- the same Basra today in Southern Iraq, where we have British occupying forces in control of that area. We are looking at ourselves almost 1,400 years ago, when 3,000 of us were leaving Makkah and going into Al-Basra and they were led by Talha, Az-Zubair and Ummul Mumineen Aa’ishah (radi Allahu anhum). As an indicator of how our mind doesn’t work, we’ve never asked ourselves or discuss it in a friendly way- why did 3,000 Muslims leave Makkah and go particularly to Al-Basra? They could have gone to Egypt; they could have gone to Ash-Shaam; they could have stayed in Makkah; why did they decide to go to Al-Basra? Posing the question doesn’t necessarily mean that there’s a quick answer to it, but posing this question necessarily means that we have not thought about what we ourselves did. What was Al-Basra? Al-Basra was a complex area; it wasn’t simple; it wasn’t black and white (as they would say) like Ash-Shaam. Ash-Shaam was in the hold of Muawiyah, Kufa was in the hold of those who were opposed to Muawiyah and Basra was not that clear- it was that grey area- even though when then rebellion against Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) took place most of the inhabitants of Al-Basra showed sympathy for the rebellion against Uthman. Nevertheless, we had 3,000 or so Muslims with the 3 leaders of theirs so to speak arrive in Al-Basra- this place that was uncertain. When Ali assumed the responsibilities of leadership, he appointed a governor to Al-Basra. This governor’s name was Uthman ibn Hunaif and of course Uthman ibn Hunaif had his allegiance with Ali in Al-Madinah. When Ali heard that there was a force led by Talha, Az-Zubair and Ummul Mumineen Aa’ishah that was making their way and intending to go to Al-Basra, he changed or redirected the force that was intending to leave Al-Madinah to go to Ash-Shaam and encounter Muawiyah and his army, now he was on his way to Al-Basra to tend to a more dangerous threat. Muawiyah was a late comer who can be dealt with later but Talha, Az-Zubair and Ummul Mu’mineen Aa’ishah were not late comers, they were (so to speak) his generation of Islam and he had to take on this new, potentially destabilizing development in Al-Basra. When these 3,000 or so travelers from Makkah arrived in Al-Basra Uthman ibn Hunaif, the governor in Al-Basra, wanted to reach an understanding with them or take the sting out of their demand for vengeance so he sent to them two individuals- two deputies- the 1st one’s name is Imraan ibn Al-Hussein Al Khaza’ee ,Imraan ibn Al-Hussein was originally sent to Al-Basra by Umar ibn Al Khattab (radi Allahu anhu) as (what we would say today) an instructor to teach the people of Al-Basra about Islam. Now, the governor Uthman ibn Hunaif sends ibn Al-Hussein and another person called Abu Al-Aswad Ad-Duadi who was also another very learned person who later on in Islamic history would be considered the first one to have began what is called grammar- prior to that there was no such thing as grammar in the language. Even though it was an elaborate language, Ali had told Abu Aswad Ad-Duadi unhu nahwaha. These were 2 (let’s say) scholars who were sent to prevent Talha Az-Zubair and Aa’ishah and they were to do so in the best of brotherly contact. They approached them and asked what is it that brought you here? Why is it you have come to Al-Basra with all of this force? They said we seek justice in the death of Uthman ibn Affan and we want an election based upon the general shura of the Muslims. They said OK- are you opened up so that we can discuss this matter with you? They said No; this is what we came for; this is what we want; this is our objective and we are not going to speak more about this it’s clear we need no more deliberations. So these two deputies of the governor of Al-Basra go back to the governor and they say you sent us to speak to them but they don’t want to discuss, dialogue or reach an understanding; they simply turned us back; they don’t want to talk. Before we go on- to do a little thinking for you- take a look at Muslims when they have their differences. Some of them want to try to reach an understanding through verbal communication- let’s talk; let’s sit down; let’s try to understand each other and then it appears some of us don’t want to talk. Either there is a self-centeredness that is at work or it’s a blind belief in an objective that doesn’t tolerate the input from other likewise Muslims- a problem that exists today. This is not ancient history, this is human nature- you have Muslims who want to sit down and try to reach some type of understanding on whatever issue divides us and other Muslims who don’t want to listen and talk; they are set in their own direction and they don’t want any input coming their way. When the governor of Iraq heard this he said (more or less) ok let me go out and try to reason with them. He, himself went out in the presence of the Muslims and he began to present the case of the legitimacy of the Islamic system in Al-Madinah it’s ruler, it’s governors and how it may take time for justice to be done. But once again we encounter a people- Muslims, brothers and sisters, listen- this is where it all began- when Muslims were listening and hearing two different things, but at least they were listening and trying to make up their minds. The people of Basra, the majority of them, this time were with the khilafah and the imamah in Al-Madinah but there were others who had their doubts or were not convinced that this is the true leadership of the Muslims. So when their own governor comes to them, they listen and many of them are satisfied with what they hear. Some of them are not satisfied with what they hear but we never had some internal ego that said that the governor cannot speak and the people cannot listen in this direct fashion or one-to-one contact; he spoke to the people of Basrah and they showed that they were divided, but they were divided in his favor. The other, let’s call them the minority, (we don’t like the word) but they were not the majority of the people- numbers were not on their side but they said we want to hear what Talha, Az-Zubair and Aa’ishah have to say. OK- let them speak. No one said to them you can’t talk or express yourself- they spoke. Talha and Az-Zubair spoke that (we’re paraphrasing here) someone broke the law in Al-Madinah and justice has to take its course and we are here to try to enlist you, people of Al-Basra, to be on our side to see to it that justice is done. The governor didn’t say bring in the army, throw these people in prison! No- we had what we don’t have today- we had a free Islamic conscience expressing what was in an Islamic mind. You can agree or disagree with it- this is besides the issue, we didn’t have restrictions, censors, the intrusion of security guards and armed forces and the police to tell the Muslims you have to shut-up. We are looking at a time in our history where we had freedom of conscience and freedom of expression- something that we don’t have today. They spoke and people listened. It is said in these books of history that people were listening and after they spoke- Talha spoke his mind and Az-Zubair spoke his mind basically saying the same thing- that they want to set the issue straight in Al-Madinah. After the people of Basra listened, they turned against themselves with some of them saying that they are saying the truth and justice has to be done others are saying no- they are lying; they are not telling the truth. They began to shout against each other; they also used bad words towards each other- of course not this is not an Islamic moral character to use fowl language against each other but these are the facts, this is what happened. Remember this is just an up-shot generation of Islam, these are new Muslims. Then, Aa’ishah spoke. They said we want to listen to Aa’ishah and what she has to say. She was on her camel and she was very eloquent in the way she spoke to them. She said, the gist of it was- we were opposed to Uthman when Uthman was using his stick and his whip against you, (meaning) the people of Basra, we were opposed to him in Al- Madinah but then when the people came and used the sword against Uthman we also were opposed to the use of that sword, (meaning) we weren’t just opposed to a stick and a whip, when that turned into a sword, we were also against that. Then she said, these assassins and killers who killed Uthman violated innocent Muslim blood in the sacrosanct month of the year and in the sacrosanct city of Arabia- in reference to A​l-Madinah. She left an impression on many of those who were listening to her, but still, after she spoke, the people who were listening, the population of Al-Basrah that were there also turned against themselves. They began to throw the leather that they wear, shoes, at each other. Not only were they speaking fowl language when they disagreed with each other they also began to assault themselves with some of the belongings that they had, basically the shoes that were there. Of course, in the atmosphere of today, you would say this is a very healthy society people-  people speak their mind, people disagree and they go to the extent of expressing it up until here and this is what happened. Then, when they saw that there is tension- the people now in Al-Basra are going to have their own mini civil war because they were divided on this issue- they went to their governor and said we are going to agree; we know that Ali and a force are coming to Al-Basra and hopefully when they arrive things will be settled, but from now until then we reinstate, reinforce and reiterate your governorship; you’ll do your duties, you will be in charge of whatever force that is and whatever budget that we have. They all agreed to that- everyone- whether they were opposed, for or against. Something happened, though- which goes to show you the dynamics that are at work- in this interim. After everyone agreed to this, something happened and that is those who were opposed to the governor of Al-Basra, Uthman ibn Hunaif and Ali- because we are talking about one political line- thought to themselves- OK, if we wait until this force comes from Al-Madinah we think the balances of power are going to shift. So what they did was- listen brothers and sisters, these are the issues that they are trying to have us become enemies around- some people in the opposition camp, meaning those who were opposed to the governor waited for one very dark and windy night and after the governor himself read Al-Isha prayers, finished and left; there was a gang that set itself upon him, beat him, injured him and took him into their own care in an abusive way. The following day, when news of this got out, people who said that where it was just days ago that everyone and everything was greed upon- it was called a hoodna- seizing these acts of opposition towards each other, so why did this happen and there was a clash by two forces, one of them led by Talha and the other one was led by a person called Al-Hakeem and this led to scores of Muslims being killed. What happened after this bloody encounter was that Al-Basra itself was almost a city without order because its governor is in detention by the force that had come from Makkah. Not only that, to add insult to injury, they plucked his hair off his head and his beard and moustache- all of that was plucked out. What do you say- brothers and sisters- after reviewing what we were doing to ourselves? Do you say that we were living at the highest standards of Islam or there were amongst us those who were acting in conflict with Islamic character? Do you that everyone is right or there were people committing mistakes? Then, after you say whatever you say, does this justify that we be in a civil war and that we begin a future with Muslims killing each other? No one can reach that type of conclusion, but this is the area that they want to stir in the internal sensitivities of Muslims today. It is obvious that Al-Basra was a destabilized city, with insecurity, apprehension and some fear of the future. The governor of Al-Basra was leading the prayers. On the other side, those who didn’t go and pray with him- Talha and Az-Zubair could not agree on who’s going to lead the prayers? They disagreed among themselves until finally they reached a decision- Talha will lead the prayers one day and Az-Zubair would lead the prayer the other day. They rotated one this basis which indicates that they themselves were not of one heart of what they were doing. 
One day while they were in Al-Basra Aa’ishah, Ummul mu’mineen was passing by a spring of water and the dogs at that spring of water began to bark at her. She asked what is the name of this spring of water? She was told that it was called Al-How’ab. Then she said take me back take me back or take me away take me away. Why did she say that? She remembered the Prophet in one of his settings with his wives, she included, he looked at them and asked this question- he said (addressing himself to his wives) which one of you is going to be barked by the dogs of Al-Hou’ab. She remembered this and she didn’t want anything to do with being in that area. Then, Abdullah ibn Az-Zubair (radi Allahu anhu) came to her with 50 other individuals convincing her No, no- this well is not called Al-Hou’ab to try to have her stay in the political conditions that needed her there. She stayed on, of course. 

Contrast this with Ali who was on his way to Al-Basra. He knew and was certain that what he was doing was right. He was certain of this not in an arrogant fashion; not in a way that carries hatred towards the other; he was convinced of this because he knew who was most qualified to lead the Muslims and the cream of the crop that Islam gave in their bai’ah. The muhaajirrun and the ansaar who were in Al-Madinah after the assassination of Uthman voluntarily and with a consensus went up to him and agreed that he become the leader of the Muslims. Ali did not force anyone to do anything. He left those who felt that they wanted to be neutral and uninvolved alone. When he assumed this responsibility, with it comes the responsibilities of justice. So now, he was on this cause to Al-Basra and with him were a select group of Muslims and they had their questions just like everyone else. Remember in their minds this is potentially, not necessarily, but potentially a war that they might be going to, so they began asking him… They said are we going to fight these people in Al Basra? He said no. They said then what are we going to do? Why are we going to Al-Basra? He said we are going there to, in a fraternal way or kind manner, to try to reach an understanding with these people in Al-Basra- those who came from Makkah to Al-Basra and those who were in Al-Basra who joined these Makkans in Al-Basra. We just want to discuss this matter and reach the haqq, the truth, the validity, and what is right in all of this. We want to walk to this end together. Then someone asked him what if these people in Al-Basra don’t listen to us? Are we going to take them on? He said we will not initiate a war against them unless they initiate war against us, (meaning) he wasn’t going to do war but if that is what the opposing side is going to do then we have no choice. Look at the freedom of the Muslim conscience- someone (an average Muslim) coming to the leader of the Muslim and says tell me, do you think that Talha, Az-Zubair and Aa’ishah- being who they are- can be united on something that is wrong. He said to him- this should be a standard for people who think and are responsible- you are a person who is confused. Al-haqq and Al-baatil cannot be defined by the potential actions of man. Familiarize yourself and know Al-haqq then you will know it’s people or those who belong to it and familiarize yourself and know Al-baatil then you will know its people or those who belong to it. These were people who- unlike what e saw in Al-Basra- instability, the lack of confidence, confusion, polarization, an inability to reach a common decision- this was a force that was around one heart going to do its responsibilities whereby we find the people of Basra not only were they breaching the bai’ah to the Imam in Al-Madinah, but they were also breaching an agreement that they among their own selves had reached. It was in this atmosphere that Ali had approached Al-Basra and arrived in it. With Allah’s guidance and the sincerity of man we will pick up the future Basra developments in the khutbahs to come
Oh Allah render us of those who listen to what is being said and follow doing what is right or righteous of it or the better of it (Surah Az-Zumar verse )
Oh Allah cause a break through between us and our people in accordance with al-haqq for you are the most qualified to do so

Brothers and sisters sincere Muslims…

After covering these facts at our beginning, in the 1st generation of the body of people we belong to, we ask ourselves with open hearts and open minds, can you detect anything in what was just said or expressed that serves as a matter of hate towards another Muslim? Where do you see that? Can you draw any conclusions to what was stated in this khutbah or previous khutbahs about this issue today that is called the Sunni/Shi’i issue. Can you draw any conclusions from this to justify some Shi’i killing a Sunni or some Sunni killing a Shi’i? Can anyone bring forth any reasoning that would give motivation to people to go to war against themselves? We are looking at the formative years, the initial acts and the beginning of what become known as Sunni and Shi’is- we are looking at its roots and we can’t find any rational any logic that would have one Muslim feel that he is an enemy of another Muslim by drawing on these events or by considering the details of this history. The problem with us is that when these events are evoked, we don’t want to look at this with our minds. We have two emotional extremes about this, (if we may say so), but we have no rational balance about this. We have people who get hyped- and that’s emotions- and we have other people who are as cold as ice on this issue. What happens? None of us can think about this?! We are not supposed to think about what happened to our own selves?! We said it before and we will say it again- if we are not going to think about it someone else is going to step into this vacuum and absence of thought and they are going to provide us the hostile ideas about what happened then and there. This is what is happening now and look at the consequences. We can’t get to the bottom of this?! Why are Muslim intellectuals, scholars and clergymen not rational about this issue? Why is their mind absent when it comes to detailing this issue? How long are we going to feed off extreme emotions and not find the common mind on these issues? Brothers and sisters- we live at a time and in a set of conditions in which the Sunni/Shi’i thing is a cry to the battle front. Alhamdulillah, Allah has placed us at a distance from this troubled area called Iraq. If you or I were inside of that troubled area we would probably be acting more or less in identification with the group of people to whom or within which we were born. No one is thinking anything out. Everything goes by birth. If you happen to be born a Sunni or a Shi’i, then you’re automatically going to take the course of your flock or your solidarity group without ever thinking anything out and forces of occupation come with lethal weapons and also with attractive sums of money and they work on the absence of this mind from these people and they let go of the maximum amount of Muslim blood that can flow. OK in the pressure cooker called Iraq, some people may not have the freedom of conscience, the freedom of expression and the freedom of mind that you and I are supposed to have, so why are we thousand of miles away to remain silent and thought less about these issues? How come? We’re not lacking in intelligence; we have good minds; many of us get A’s in courses; we graduate with flying colors; we become very successful professionals; etc. If we can put our mind to use for worldly objectives we cannot put our minds to use for brotherly objectives?! Shame on Muslims who display that lack in character when they can’t put their minds to use to bring our hearts and to bring our bodies together! Brothers and sisters, not that we desire to hang our laundry in public, but this is not our choice; not any venue is available not any conference is inviting for like minded individuals to speak these facts to the Muslim public. Here we are- in the streets of all places- expressing what we can on issues pertaining to life and death conditions and in the meantime we have the affluent, Al-mala’ who go around weaving these conspiracies against us. A former ambassador of the Saudi regime- on his clock we were put by force out of the Masjid- this past week, he has his house for sale in Aspen, Colorado and how much is he selling his house for? 135,000,000$- that is the highest price for one single home in the history of the US- is what they say this to us in these news items concerning that home. This is a person who shuttles all around Muslim territory and areas trying to have Muslims kill themselves in Palestine, in Lebanon, in Iraq and in other areas in the future if you continue to be dead brained about this issue. We hope that we are investing the word of truth to abort the evil doings of such errant characters.
