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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (27-02-2009)
UNITY
We read and hear many ayaat and ahadith that explain to us our compassion to, care for, comfort with and our contribution to each other. The ayaat and ahadith that you are going to listen to are ayaat and ahadith that you have heard before; but hopefully if we can present them within the relationships of Muslims or people to each other, they will gain another dimension that may not have been there previously. Allah says
In fact, committed Muslims are brothers/kin to each other… (Surah Al Hujuraat verse 10)
Oh people, We have created you from male and female and rendered you as (shu’uban) derivatives of each other and (Qaba’il) correspondence to each other… (Surah Al Hujuraat verse 13)
For what reason?
… so that you may mutually come to know one another each other the other; the most honorable of you as far as Allah is concerned is the one who is most conscious of Allah’s power presence, power immediacy. (Surah Al Hujuraat verse 13)

The Prophet of Allah said mu’min vis-a-vis or corresponding or in his relation to another mu’min is like a structure; each brick in that structure reinforces or supports the other. As we said, these ahadith and ayaat have been quoted to you in your life time numerous times; so many times that you have no recollection of how many times you’ve heard these ayaat and these ahadith. There are, of course, a sequence of other ayaat and other ahadith that corroborate these general meanings, but now the difficulty is to try to bring these meanings into our real life. One of the problems we encounter is that persons/individuals just like you and me, (who are Muslims- and we ask Allah to accept from them and guide them further), who want to understand these meanings only in as far as it may apply to individuals. They speak about brotherhood, compassion, solidarity and fraternity as this applies to you as an individual and another Muslim as an individual. We have not experienced the elevations of the meanings of the ayaat and ahaadith to include the solidarity of hundreds and millions of Muslims. Dare anyone think along any one of these lines, they become a threat; therefore the policies, planning and directives that are ingrained in today’s Islamic programs, (as they are called by some), are deliberate in omitting this level of thinking. Now, before we take on today’s violations of these meanings, let us look at ourselves, (we  know this to some people may be a sensitive issue), but Allah calls upon us to learn from our mistakes or past. Did He not say concerning previous generations, societies and civilizations- (this is like an order to us-  if the Prophet is saying something to us we listen and we obey- 
Say to them- travel around the world or make in-roads into societies or transfer yourselves to other cultures or overcome the divisive obstacles in an effort that will take you to new places…

For what reason?

… so that you can know or identify how previous defyers of Allah came to an end.
In our early history, (we’re talking about the 15th year after the Hijra- that’s relatively early), when the Muslims began to carry their worldwide responsibility into other directions of the world, the 1st observation is we don’t sense that when the Muslims understood Islam and the Prophet they had this sit back attitude. The Muslims in Arabia in Al Hijaz could have said, “look, we have Islam here in Arabia and we are satisfied with it, and if other people in the world want to be guided here we are. If they are willing we will have cultural exchanges or they can send us some of their scholars and we will send them some of our scholars; why carry this burden of the world on our shoulders?!”- they could have done that, but we all know they did not do that. Why? Because, this nature of our relationship with Allah extends itself to the rest of humanity. We are not here like they want to say “exporting a revolution”; revolutions are not business items, we don’t import and export these type of things; they are not subject to the forces of the market; but we have a responsibility to take this privilege, endowment and  honor from Allah to the rest of the peoples in the world and the Muslims at that time were aware of the world, (as isolated as Arabia may have been in as far as civilizations are concerned), nevertheless people living there knew that there were powers in this world. They were familiar with the Byzantines, Persians and Ahbaash/Ethiopians/Abyssinians because all of these were on the peripheries of Arabia. So what do you do? Here you have an Islamic God-given responsibility, what did they do? They said “ok, we’re going to take this Islam to the rest of the world.” They began taking it in a northward direction towards Byzantine, in a westward direction towards the Egypt, Abyssinia and Africa and in an eastward direction towards the Persian Empire and this is what concerns us here. We may speak in the future about our Islamic endeavor and jihad as far as taking this message to those who we now call Europeans or Africans; but what we are concerned with here feeds into the larger policies that are being applied in the Iraq, Arabian Peninsula and Gulf area. The Muslims set out, (as they are required to do), to take this Islam to the people East and North of Arabia. Just like in today’s world, there are powers, governments, regimes and militaries that don’t want this message of Allah to touch base with the populations that they control; in today’s world, there’s are real military and political structure that wants to freeze Islam, if not defeat Islam in it’s cradle. So, the Muslims began to prepare for the encounter with the Persian superpower at the time. The Persians at the time were the number one or number two superpower- depending on the history books that you read; (and we’re not going to enter into a futile debate and argument about this point). Remember- brothers and sisters - if we, the committed Muslims don’t begin in a mature and responsible manner to shed light on these issues, we’re going to have Shayateen Al Ins Wa Al Jinn come in and tell us who we were and what we did and therefore how we should behave today, trying to bypass and personalize the ayaat and ahadith that we mentioned. So the Muslims prepared an armed force, unless they are nationalists to the bone and sectarians in their marrows, we don’t know why anyone should be disturbed if we say that the Muslims set out and encountered a Persian superpower?! We who have distanced ourselves from the Arabian Abi Jahls, Abi Lahabs and Abi Sufyans can also distance ourselves from the Persian Abi Jahls, Abi Lahabs and Abi Sufyans and there were plenty of them in the superpower structures of that time. So why does anyone have any problem?! The Muslims put together a fighting force that numbered around 30,000; 70 of them were participants in the Battle of Badr, 300 of them were from the companions of Allah’s Prophet 700 of them were their children and 300 of them were the ones who participated in the liberation of Makkah. All of this happened at the time of the 2nd successor to Allah’s Prophet- Umar ibn Al Khattab (radi Allahu anhu). This is not a time when there was a dynasty, a ruling family, royalty or regime that has gone off it’s Islamic course. Then, the Persian superpower put together a force of 120,000 warriors and there was about 80,000 extra personnel involved in this encounter and they met in an area today which is about 18 or so miles or km away from Kufa- a place not very far from Al Najaf. Remember- brothers and sisters- if the media is peddling soft on the Iraqi issue, the brains are working full time on this issue. The sectarian and national troublemakers have not gone away! They will be coming back with their strategies to try to bleed us when we are supposed to be brothers of each other. So, they meet in this place called Al Qadissiyah which was and has been tarnished and hijacked by Arab nationalists. Remember, if we can speak against Arab nationalists, we can speak against Persian nationalists; we don’t have any problem with that because we are Muslims first and everyone should understand this. And the battle began with this type of force- the Persians had brought in a weapon that was unfamiliar to those who were fighting on the Islamic side i.e. those that were about 33 elephants. The 1st day of this warfare went in favor of the Persian superpower against those who are fighting on the Islamic side. The 2nd day went by in the favor of those who were fighting on the Islamic side against the Persian superpower- they even fought through the night. Night warfare, which was unfamiliar in those times and areas. The Persians sustained over 10,000 dead in this encounter. On the Islamic side, they tried to come up with a defense against the Elephants that were used on the Persian side so they put a construct over a camel to make it appear as a counter force to the Elephants. After the details, (we’re going to have to skip some of the details), of this military encounter, the Persian superpower was defeated; their top commander, Rustum, their king and the rest of this ruling class was defeated. Does this defeat cause someone to feel that they have a score against the Muslims?! If it does, then we have a nationalistic problem! If any Muslim who comes from Iran or Persian speaking areas of the world feels that the Muslims who fought against the Persian empire were wrong, we have a problem and you’re going to have to explain yourself! And don’t go to the years of Muawiya and Yazid to explain this; Muawiya and Yazid have no decisions in this encounter and Muawiya and Yazid are condemned for their political usurpation of power. We did not shake from condemning them in the past nor in the future, but let’s not confuse the issues. A Persian and a Byzantine superpower were defeated by the committed Muslims. And all Muslims should feel the honor of these accomplishments. In the course of this encounter as was the case with the beginning of most of the wars of those who belong to Allah and His Prophet, they had to express themselves 1st to their enemies, so they went. Before the Muslims sent an emissary to the commander of Persian army, they sent a delegation and emissaries to the king. The Persian king didn’t even want to see them. He said if you had not been emissaries I would have finished you off, in other words, he’s honoring political protocols. We don’t care if diplomats were sent to negotiate or speak to you; so in today’s average wording of it, he said, get out off my face I don’t want to see you; you Arabians are below us. Of  course, these were Muslims these weren’t Arabians. Kings, sometimes if not most of the time are slow to wake up to reality. So, the Muslims before this war began sent a person to speak to the commander, not to the king but to the military commander Rustam, and they meet and the Muslim says… 1st of all, the Muslim could not sit with the commander and the elite of this superpower because he is considered inferior. They told him stay were you are you don’t come here and mix with us and what do you have to say?! So he says, (in effect), that Allah has sent us with this responsibility and we find ourselves as an obligation from Allah to extract people from the conditions of injustices and oppression that they are in and have them live in conditions that behoove human beings- conditions of brotherhood, equality and justice. OK, we want to cut this short- he was asked what do you mean by conditions of equality and justice? He said what I mean by that is that what I have seen here is that you have forbidden me from speaking to you with equality; I cannot even come up to your area, you have me speaking to you at a distance because you think I am inferior; the equality that we come from equalizes human beings- there is no superior and inferior. And they understood what he was saying and they dismissed him, they said ok you go, this is war between us and you. It is said after Mughirah ibn Shu’abah left, in their private councils they said we don’t know this equality this person is speaking about therefore we are going to have to fight because this fight is going to be for our survival- the same way elites all over the place speak. The war was over and Islam went its way as we know from here on  and we come to our time, today.

This a day of the week and a time in this day that we have open hearts and open minds and Allah as our observer and witness- (we don’t care what language you speak or what school of thought have), we the Muslims have problems with our own selves. (Take a) look into your own context or circle and can you find that you have nationalists or sectarians in it? We have more-than-enough sectarians and nationalists; we have so many of them that we are unable and speak just like we are speaking about a battle and war that took place 1,400 years ago to speak about the reversal of that battle. If there are Muslims who are committed to Allah and His Prophet in that same country and context that is called Persia or Iran and if we have an Islamic orientation, movement and direction that is coming from that same population base, why can’t people in the same spirit, principles and Islam come out and say there is an Islamic leadership that wants to follow the course that was followed when the Persian empire was condemned?! It’s because nationalism and sectarianism weigh very heavily on the Muslim mind and on Islamic perceptions or perceptions that are supposed to belong to Muslims that we have the inability to say “look, we have an Islamic direction there and this Islamic direction is suffering from its own types of nationalists, sectarians and a historical nationalism  and sectarianism.” What is wrong if Muslims want to identify with the Islamic leadership in Iran? Does anyone have any problems with it? If you have problems with that, it’s a kin or similar to the problems other people had when Islam 1st began its march outside the Arabian Peninsula- human beings are still human beings and human nature is still human nature and the same forces are still at work. It is in this context that a person in Iran comes along just in the past 10 days or 2 weeks and says concerning Bahrain- which is a very small place- he says something to the effect “well it has always been considered to be part of Iran” or at least this is how the news items projected his words. Of course ,there’s problems with that! If we speak about an Islamic solidarity that is one thing, but if we are beginning to reclaim areas of the world that belonged to a Persian empire or nation state or an Iranian nationalism or even a Shi’i sectarian solidarity we are going to have problems with that. We don’t know the exact wording of this and we don’t dismiss the possibility that there are individuals who can mis-speak themselves or even more then that there may be individuals in today’s Islamic direction in Iran on certain levels in the government who harbor nationalistic or sectarian tendencies. In the time of Allah’s Prophet and the Khulafa’ after Allah’s Prophet, there were individuals who had nationalistic and sectarian tendencies. What does that say? We didn’t have an Islamic state then and therefore we don’t have an Islamic grand effort that has lasted 30 years to have an Islamic structure today? There are people who want to say “yes it’s easy for us to dismiss- there never was an Islamic state.” If there never was, there never is and there never will be an Islamic state. This Islamic awakening requires us to accept ourselves for the best in our struggle. We don’t accept ourselves for our laziness or the traitors among us or for the deliberate and thought-out deviations nor do we accept ourselves for selling our destiny and future to Ash Shaytaan and the superpowers of today- NO! These don’t belong to who we are. We accept our selves for who we are in our struggle and our combined efforts and therefore if we are speaking an Arabic language or a Persian language or any other language, we accept this for whom we are and there’s nothing that is going to violate our Islamic commitments because of that. We accept ourselves for who we are even if we are Sunnis or Shi’is. Can we mature to do that and not come and think less of the other Muslim because he is not a Sunni or Shi’i- this is precisely the grand plan that is at work to undermine the coming together of the Muslims to resume their responsibilities on a worldwide scale. It’s not an Islam of isolationism, retreat, non engagement, an indifferent or passive Islam or else Islam would have remained in the Arabian Peninsula (and) we wouldn’t have had what we have today. It is our responsibility to breathe life and we don’t mean just understand what Allah is saying but behave what Allah is saying. Brothers and sisters, these are not ayaat that are individualized or personalized. These are ayaat and ahadith that address us in the hundreds of millions. All of these divisions of language, ethnicity, race, color, (what is called), national origin geography, school of thought, denomination combined should not violate this togetherness, cooperation and solidarity of the Muslims everywhere. The question is why do we see the opposite of what is happening? Why is it that Allah is uniting us and we are dividing ourselves.
Ma’ashar Al Mu’minin… 

A Muslim in his right mind and healthy heart cannot understand why Muslims begin to fight in or around Al Masjid An Nabawi, the Prophet’s Masjid in Madinah Al Munawwarah. This defies the meaning of the Islamic compassion, togetherness, respect and honor for each other. We still don’t know the exact details, but the information that has come our way indicates that there were some Muslims 1st (hopefully and Shi’is 2nd hopefully), who came to the Prophet’s Masjid, and as is their reverence for Allah’s Prophet, trying to go to his grave; saying a du’a there. There were other (hopefully) Muslims 1st and then Sunnis 2nd who began taking pictures of women who are in this Shi’i cluster of people. Here is where the picture becomes unsettled. Something happens and both sides go against each other and they are only at a short distance from the Prophet’s grave. Altercations, physical abuse some words that should not be said or heard and then, (what is called), the security forces comes in and this develops and some people are arrested and others wounded and injured- all of this happening where? At the vicinity of Allah’s Prophet. You tell us- if you were in any of these groups of people, how can you justify this type of almost shedding blood in the vicinity of Allah’s Prophet? How can this be justified? There is something deeply disturbing about the psychology of these types of people., especially those having power instruments in their hand and can inflict harm and injury on the body and lives of other Muslims who don’t have arms in their hand. There is a gap between these Muslims; they don’t appear to show a willingness to understand each other. The ayah says litaarafu- Allah is speaking about ethnic, racial and national stocks of people that have so much bearers between them and telling them that you are going to have to mutually, cooperatively and willingly come to know each other. If He is speaking about blocks of people with this apparent built in differences, how about we the Muslims? We are supposed to be as integrated with each other as to at least have familiarity with each other, but we behave as if we are pre shu’ub and pre Qaba’el. We behave as we are aliens towards each other! This didn’t just happen in a day, this has years and centuries built into it. We don’t know how true these news items are because everyone wants to present these issues to favor their side and not favor the truth and objectivity. We’re not saying this is true, but nevertheless it was stated and was circulated- this could have been a reaction of people saying this. Imagine this Shi’is (we’re sorry to use this word, but this is the way many people characterize themselves, they think they’re Shi’is 1st and Muslims 2nd or last), they are assaulted by people who have guns; machine guns, grenades and what not. So being that they themselves are not armed they want to try to take their frustrations out against those who are attacking them and they begin to use foul language and bad words along the lines of curses to those who consider Aba Bakr and Umar (radi Allahu anhuma) as their awliya’. What is this going to serve? What is this going to do? Are we contributing to a solution or a problem here? Once again, we don’t know if this is correct, but given what human nature is and that we’ve heard some of these things behind the scenes, we cannot dismiss that some people want to express themselves in this way; but don’t they listen to themselves when they say these things? They’re contributing to a problem. If we can’t just reference ourselves in Allah and what He says and the Prophet what he did we will continue to see these Zionists and these Imperialists stoking this ignorance of our own selves- this is what it comes down to; they play on our ignorance of our own selves. You can see this Masjid and the thousands of other occupied Masaajid in the world are either playing make belief none of this is happening and that there are no strategies in this world to have Sunnis and Shi’is break their heads against each other and spill the blood of each- as if none of that is happening. They are comfortable in giving khutbahs as if they are living in a time of Islamic golden age i.e. Muslims now have a civilization on top of the world, we have no problems no occupation no military bases in our lands we have nothing of the sort and they carry on speaking about issues like divorce, brushing your teeth and these other non issues when our blood is streaming.
This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 27 February 2009 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
