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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims ....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (23-10-2006)
SALAATUL EID
On this day Muslims repeat and reverberate a statement that speaks to the facts of life. We all say Allahu Akbar and that means Allah is greater- He is greater than the pressures that come into our lives. Sometimes our psychology shows symptoms of weakness (and it’s) as if this is a remainder that we are not to depend on our own psychology; we are to focus ourselves on Allah and when we do (so), we realize that He is greater that whatever pressure has made a dent in our psychology. These could be family affairs, social affairs, financial affairs, interpersonal affairs, political affairs or military affairs of whatever nature they are. We reiterate on this occasion Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar. In our real world, there are people who have a tendency and a practice to submit to those who have clout, power and finances- as if we are to go their way. Some of us cannot muster enough courage and backbone to thwart this power and to speak the truth to it and this is demonstrated in of all things the selection of our Eids. There are people who have clout (undeniably); financial power (no question about it); influence in Islamic Centers, conferences, congregations and meetings; we look around and who are the ones who can speak to them when they make a mistakes? Who are the ones who can expose them when they are systematically making these mistakes? Isn’t one of our characteristics al amr bil ma’ruf wa an-nahyi an al-munkar? If we don’t realize that Allah is Akbar then this al amr bil ma’ruf wa an-nahyi an al-munkar is problematic or academic- it is no longer a permanent feature of our personality. So, if a day like this- an artificial Eid is imposed on the Muslims, who are the ones who can step up or stand up and say “No- this is not the right day!” Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims- (by the way), they tell us “governments should not interfere in religious issues”- if they believe in the secularism that they are preaching to us how come they impose on us when Ramadhan begins and ends and in an erroneous and fallacious manner?! It’s not correct (and) they have no grounds for doing what they are doing, (but) nevertheless, they appear and tell us (this is the way they worded it)- listen to them- they didn’t say that the hilaal was sighted anywhere in the world; none of them said this. There was an erroneous, fallacious sighting of the hilaal. Brothers and sisters- listen to this- someone in Nigeria said that they saw the hilaal Saturday evening. Of course, that was dismissed by everyone. Everyone knows that whatever criteria they have to determine the beginning of the lunar month and its end, that that is a statement coming from either a source that is trying to make trouble among the Muslims or someone is being paid to say something like that, (but) definitely it is not something that is credible or that coincides with the scientific facts that are available. So, no one saw it. (As of) Sunday evening- last evening- we know of no sighting of the hilaal or the crescent anywhere in the world- absolutely nowhere has there been a credible and reliable source or human beings that said that they saw the crescent. How did these governments phrase themselves? They said that the month of Ramadhan has completed its 30days. Well, they began fasting on the wrong day; they began fasting on the last day of Sha’baan, therefore in fact they did fast 30days but that doesn’t automatically make today the Eid! Then, another statement of theirs that is misleading- especially those that come from Arab countries- the way they worded their news is “most Arab countries are observing Eid today- on Monday. That surface statement is true; if you count the countries that are celebrating Eid today, they are Saudi Arabia and the countries that are in its orbit with one or two exceptions and these are countries with small populations. If you add the populations of these countries that are observing Eid today and you compare them with the other populations (these are Arab countries- mind you), we find that those who are going to be breaking their fast tomorrow and observing the Eid tomorrow are much more than those who are doing it today. This keeps on repeating itself from year to year. Why? Because there’s not enough backbone in we- the Muslims- who are capable of identifying this systemic yearly mistake and telling those who are guilty of it “that you have no right trying to rationalize this day as being the Eid.” (There’s) absolutely no grounds and no basis for what they are doing, yet they seem to be getting away with it. We can say with Allah’s care and help that the trend is turning against these types of imposters. It’s alright if we use an accurate, but loaded word; these are imposters who are forcing their populations in observing Eid on the wrong day. Will the trend turn against them? It is turning against them. 20-25 years ago, they had the majority of the Muslims in the world following them. If this was taking place 25-30 years ago (more or less), instead of having one-sixth of the Muslims breaking their fast on this day (like they are today)…we only have one-sixth of all the population of the Muslims in the world observing Eid on this day. 25 years ago it would have been one-sixth who are going to have Eid tomorrow; meaning five-sixths of the Muslim population of the world would have been observing the Eid today. So, there has been an incremental and gradual build up of Muslim public opinion against these imposters. Brothers and sisters- you have to also know (that) they produce a calendar every year. When Muharram, the 1st month in the Muslim calendar, comes along, they have all of the dates identified for the rest of the year, including Eid ul Fitr and Eid ul Adha and it never happens (as far as we know) that this predetermined calendar is upset or contradicted by the facts of the sight ability of the hilaal- in other words, they don’t wait for one or two days before the end of the lunar month to determine the beginning of the coming month; NO!- they already have it pre-calculated, worked out, printed and distributed all around. So, we ask “why hasn’t there in all of these years been a discrepancy between what they have pre-determined and the facts on the ground? Now, we have a new development. We have some Muslims who want to adopt a scientific and a calculus for the lunar months, which is initially a good idea because it brings some sort of stability, but then we run into a definitional problem. How do you define the beginning of the lunar month? Is it when the hilaal, the moon itself is totally in the shade of the earth; meaning when you can’t see it (because that’s one definition of the lunar month)? If you don’t then when is it to begin? Is it meant to begin after midnight (or) after maghrib? There are definitional problems which they have not clarified, so this issue is going to continue unless Muslims have the clarity of mind, the reliance upon Allah and if  they know that Allah is Akbar. It’s even a challenge on this day. We say Allahu Akbar but we submit to lesser forces as is happening today, so what we say is contradicting what we do. We reiterate we repeat Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar.

Brothers and sisters, Muslims on As-siraat Al-mustaqeem…

Some of you ask from time to time (there may be others who entertain this question) “why is it that we come in front of this Islamic Center on a day in which we know it is not Al-Eid and we go through the rituals of the Eid on the last day of Ramadhan (as is the case today)? The answer to that is the communication of the truth is critically important. The Prophet used to go to the Haram, Al-Bayt Al-Haraam, the Ka’bah in Makkah when it was full of idols. Muslims who were with him at the time- this is before it was liberated (and) when it was under Mushrik control- used to jog between As-Safa and Al-Marwa when there were idols at both ends of As-Safa and Al-Marwa. One idol was called Asaaf and the other idol was called Naailah. We had Muslims who knew that these idols are nonsense (yet) they were jogging there (and) doing what they were supposed to be doing (and) trying to (do so) in what seemed to be a limited capacity. (In the vision of man, what we are doing is very limited; if we want to think in worldly terms, we may consider our presence here- trivial, but Muslims who know that Allah is Akbar don’t consider any devout and sincere act of principle dedicated to Allah to be trivial- this doesn’t occur in a Muslim mind or heart. But when there’s pollution in that mind and heart, then we begin to see things with a worldly view.) These Muslims who were in Makkah trying to do their duty when there was a system of shirk and kufr in control were doing so as a matter of discharging their responsibility to Allah precisely as we are doing here, today, and now. Someone can come along and say “Oh- why don’t you give a speech? Why should you go through the exact motions of the Eid prayers? Just give a speech here- on the corner and express these whole facts to them.” We would do that if there wasn’t a legal angle to this. If we going to give a speech here, on the corner, they’d come to us and say “do you have permission to give a speech? Do you have a license to give a speech here?” We just don’t have that, so we’ll place ourselves in a legal corner if we do that; but we do have (at least) their word on it, that we can perform our salaah here. Therefore this is what we are doing. 
May Allah reward everyone of you the best of His reward for the time and sincerity that has brought you here on this day or on the other days- Fridays or the Eids. 
May Allah grant us His blessings, His benediction and accept from us our fasting during this month of Ramadhan and may we use the determination and will-power that come out of the month of Ramadhan in the rest of the 11months of the year.

A blessed Eid and a blessed time period that follows Ramadhan to every dedicated Muslim who realizes and behaves in the manner that bespeaks the fact of Allah is Akbar.
