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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…
 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (04-07-2008)

UNITY
We have all listened, read and heard comments, statements and lectures about how brotherly we should be with each other. Many of these presentations and sermons sound appealing and many of them reference the same ayaat of Allah and the ahadith of Allah’s Prophet. Most of the times though, what is observed when speaking about the togetherness, brotherness and closeness of Muslims is the failure to take these meanings to the level of massive solidarity among the Muslims i.e. when we speak about the populations, societies, ethnicities and races of Muslims- let’s speak about the togetherness and the cordiality that is supposed to exist between these blocs of Muslims. 
Indeed Muslims of commitment are Muslims of brotherhood … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

Then, the ayah goes on and says

… bring an air of conciliation among or between your brothers… (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)
We have had a difficult time and we still run into these difficulties when we encourage Muslims to take a step forward and to make a notch upward when we think about our massive brotherhood- not the brotherhood of one or two individuals or the brotherhood of a family or a few families- the massive brotherhood of hundreds of millions of Muslims. This is the area where our thinking is short or lacking on this issue.
We know from our common history that Allah’s Prophet brought together people of different backgrounds, races, ethnic origins and languages and this togetherness continued after he left the scene. So, we had a social reality that blended Muslims together. When at the same time we had a political reality that was breaking away from the standards of Allah and His Prophet and it seems that Muslims have shown more understanding when they look at this fact. There are some Muslims who say that because political corruption set in early in Islamic history, therefore Islamic society was corrupt- this is not factual and not accurate; then we have the other proportion of Muslims who say that because the social norms, morality and values were of a high standard, therefore Muslims had an acceptable and favourable political order- this is not factual and not accurate. There-in, the dilemma is located without us being able to realize that it is possible to have trans-national, trans-cultural and trans-racial equality and brotherhood and at the same time it is possible to diagnose political deviation. This brings us, (to skip the details of a long history), to look at the fact of the previous recent history that we have. Just to take a quick example to demonstrate what we are saying…

When Allah says  
Indeed Committed Muslims are brethren of each other … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

and

Be fortified with the bond of Allah and don’t be divided (Surah Ahl Imran verse 104)

When we understand this meaning to encompass and enrol the masses of Muslims and then when we take a look at what happened practically in our history- just in the past 100 or so years in our history, to give you a sense of how the meanings that are fresh to us from Allah and His Prophet have been reduced to just having a few brothers. If a Muslim has another Muslim that he associates or socialises with who comes from another race, language, economic status or ethnic bloc, he feels that his Islamic requirements are satisfied; because of that, this meaning is not enhanced to include the larger body of Muslims, (in the hundreds of millions that they are). At the turn of the last century, when Islamic political authority had taken the hits of history and was spending its last decades in a state of ear with the forces of Colonialism and the new-comer, Zionism- this authority was in Istanbul what is today the Republic of Turkey- and let us now have in mind that Allah is telling us 

Committed Muslims are brothers of each other … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

OK- if we understand this and we can take this understanding to those who are making decisions for the hundreds of millions of Muslims; we realize that there were individuals in Arabia who, (at the time of the First World War, when the Ottoman Turks had been spending a few centuries in wars against Colonialism which is a fore-runner of Zionism and Imperialism), were speaking, having discussions and meetings with the British Colonialists and telling them that “we will fight on your side.” This is when we should be remembering what Allah is telling us. If Allah is telling us

Muslims are brothers to each other … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

Then what justification does a Muslim who lives in Arabia, who probably drinks the water of Zam-Zam, goes around the Ka’bah and who spends more time in Makkah and Al Medinah than any other Muslim in the world- why was this person, Ash Sharif Hussein, (of all the attributes and titles a person may have, this person was called Ash Sharif Husein), behind the scenes telling the British “we will fight with you?” Who is “we?” (We is) these Arabians in Arabia. Against whom? Against Muslims who are from Turkey. Those words were not words only, they became facts of life. Now, we had Muslims from Arabia fighting on the side of British and European Colonialism against Muslims from Turkey and other areas that were still under its jurisdiction. This happened. This is a fact of life. How do you think Muslims who were, (this was not a matter of a few years or a couple of generations), spending centuries fighting back the forces of European Colonialism feel towards these Arabians who are telling the British “we are going to fight with you against these Muslims, Turks and Ottomans” against what Allah and His Prophet are telling them? When we say 

Indeed Committed Muslims are brethren of each other … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

and

Be fortified with the bond of Allah and don’t be divided (Surah Ahl Imran verse 104)

and the equivalent of the Muslims is like one body, they care for themselves, they feel for themselves, they have sympathy to themselves, they show compassion towards themselves, if one part of that body aches, the rest of the body feels the pain and a Muslim to another Muslim is like a solid cemented structure- each part reinforcing the next. When we are repeating all of these soothing statements about the fraternity and fraternalization of Muslims to each other, then we witness this act of political, social, ideological and military betrayal by these people who say that they are not only Muslims, but they are the “grand representatives of Islam.” How do you think these people who were the last representatives of an Islamic Authority that had taken the hits of 13 centuries of deviation feel? With all the faults in that Islamic Authority, nothing is going to justify other Muslims coming and saying “we are going to be on your side i.e. the side of pre-Imperialism, pre-Zionism against these Muslims.” What do we do and say when this is a fact of our lives? When these people, (their Embassy is right here, two blocks down), felt this betrayal, (not that they were representing an Islamic government or Islamic political authority as it was supposed to be, but at least what they were doing was their best to protect us from the tidal wave of Colonialism that later on took control of the rest of the Muslim countries throughout Africa and Asia). We can quote some of their political mistakes too…

In their military recruitment drives, the Ottoman Turks used to go to Muslim lands on recruitment drives. They needed people for the war-fronts- they had plenty of war-fronts with the evil of Imperialism that still haunt us- and in one of these recruitment drives they went to Egypt and said “we need people and man-power, there’s a war in the Kribya;” (that was the war against the Russians), and they took them by the thousands- men from Egypt to fight against the Russians- this could have been in the late 19th century and one of the Generals in this Ottoman military configured a battle in which these Egyptian Muslims are going to go on what may be called “a massive suicide military operation.” There was another Turkish Ottoman military general who disagrees with his superior and says “all of these are going to be killed if we pursue this type of strategy.” What was the response? (If you want to put it in the English language, it’s like saying “but they (meaning the Egyptian Muslims) come by the bushel-” obviously a derogatory statement that doesn’t belong in a Muslims mouth, much less, a statement that doesn’t go away from these Muslims who live today. So, there’s problems on both sides, and this is just a small example of the treachery that is committed by people who behind the scenes feel comfortable sitting with the representatives, officials, diplomats and politicians of Imperialism and Zionism beginning back then and extending into our time. Do you think this is gone away and we don’t have officials now who feel that they can reach an agreement with American Imperialism or with Israeli Zionism? We are not repeating worn-out chapters in history when we make a reference to those initial violations of the camaraderie, togetherness and brotherhood of the Muslims as they should be if they understand what Allah and His Prophet are saying. The reaction of these Muslims in Turkey to the betrayal of other Muslims lives on until our very day now. They reacted to the Muslims in such a way that not only did they get rid of any political relationship with the rest of the Muslims with the coming of Ata Turk Shaytaan, (that’s a word they dare not say). Why? Because they still have these feeling of hostility and tension with the rest of the Muslims! What did they do? OK- these Arabian Muslims betrayed you, but they didn’t have any Islamic justification for doing that- in the betrayal that Ash Sharif Hussein represented to the rest of the Muslims could not quote an ayah or a hadith to justify his relationship with European Colonialism at the time, just like today, none of these people who claim that they represent Islam and then behind the scenes they have these relationships and classified, top secret sessions with their masters in Washington and Europe. They can’t bring us one hadith or one ayah to justify anything that they are doing. How did this play out in history by these Muslims who live in Turkey? The rulers came and said “not only do we distance ourselves from the rest of the Muslims in the world, we are also going to change the alphabet that we have. We are going from the Qur’anic alphabet to the Latin alphabet”; (which they still have today; and then, they took a look at their own language and they threw out any words that they could find that had a Qur’anic origin. They didn’t want them. Is there any justification for doing something like that? Then, they said “we want to join the civilised world.” This notion creped into the rest of the Muslim peoples- whether they are speaking Arabic, Persian, Urdu or whatever their language is- and now, was to come a time of fascination and mesmerisation with anything that is coming from the shores of Imperialism and its nation state system in the world. OK fine; this is a fact- brothers and sisters, don’t feel offended by facts. 
We, Muslims, at the time, (100 years ago), were probably at the bottom list of people who could claim progress in the sciences; when it came to science we were nil/zero/zilch- that’s a fact. But, does it mean that because we were at the end of the line in the world when it came to sciences that we are going to adopt whatever comes from Europe and America. If there is science, we pursue it. Allah orders us- this is part of our character- to hunt for scientific facts wherever it may be in the world- we go hunting for them; but does that mean we go hunting for the lifestyle of people who are in possession of advanced sciences? Instead of us going out and obtaining the hard core facts and science, building our industries and building the industries that build industries, (that’s what we should be concerned about). (But) No! What happened and what transpired as a matter of this cleavage in our character and when we became divided and separated from each other (was that) each one of us went on their own and then they wanted to acquire the lifestyle of the West. Instead of going to look for the sciences, they went and looked for the sins! Instead of building industries, we began to have bars, coffee shops, cinemas and everything that will corrupt us morally, not everything that will build us industrially! We continued along this path until we find ourselves where we are today and when we say 
Indeed Committed Muslims are brothers to each other … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

Brothers- not individual brothers, we’re talking about massive, multitudinous and millions of brothers. 

What do we have today? Brothers and sisters- we’re not poor. On the scale of wealth in the world, we are well to do. We have plenty of resources. We have so much of resources that there are wars now that are claiming hundreds of thousands of lives because of the resources that we have; but where’s our wealth? We don’t have enough wealth to build universities and to bring in the best and the brightest to these universities. (Do) you want an example of how we violate our brotherhood? Here’s another example from less than a generation ago. A war was on against the Zionists in Lebanon and the Muslim youth in Lebanon were kicking the behinds of this Zionist occupation of their country and then, along comes a multi-billionaire who later on becomes the Prime Minister of Lebanon and who was killed/assassinated in Beirut three odd years ago. Of course, working behind the scenes (with) the same people that Sharif Husein spoke to to violate Islamic unity and brotherhood, this same person was speaking to, (behind the scenes), to continue that rotten tradition of violating Islamic brotherhood and unity. He comes to the Lebanese youth who were having a hard time in obtaining visas to come to the United States or to other European countries to be accepted in the Universities here and there and he says “I will give you the scholarships, finances and where-withal that you need to go and study in those Universities.” At a time when the Muslim youth were showing the Zionist occupiers the stars of noon-time, this person comes along and says “Don’t worry, money is not a problem. You need money? You have all the money you want. Go and join these universities.” At the same time, the visa policy changed. Before, the British, American and French Consulates in Beirut were not giving out visas, and if they were, it was at a very low percentage rate; now, the visa channel was open. Anyone of these Lebanese youth who were coming and wanted to study in these universities and in these Zionist/Imperialist dominated scenario only need apply and the visa was automatic. They left Lebanon in the tens of thousands throughout these years. Is this coincidental? Did this come because the Prime Minister of Lebanon is such a humanitarian person or does this fall into a larger scheme of things? These youth came to these universities. Instead of being reactively thoughtful, let us take this in a pro-active manner and let us ask ourselves- many people, especially, in the Arab and Lebanese context praised Hariri (saying) “how can anyone condemn such a person? He’s doing what is good for his people.” On the surface that appears to be the case. You can’t condemn someone who is coming to you and says “I’m the facilitator if your son needs a scholarship and if he wants to go to university overseas.” How can you condemn someone like that? Brothers and sisters- this is what happens when we think defensively, apologetically and when we don’t have the strength of thought to think forwardly and aggressively. Why didn’t anyone ask “wait a minute, let’s stop for a moment. This dual national Saudi/Lebanese billionaire has all this wealth, and if he’s so concerned with educating the young people in Lebanon who are at war with an occupation at the time, (this is when he was so concerned with education- not before and not after, in a particular time-frame),why could he not build the best Universities of the World in Lebanon? Or, if Lebanon is a war theatre and its not secure and safe to have these types of best academic institutions in the world, put it at a distance of Lebanon.” Take your radius of 200 or 300 or 400 miles and string that radius with the best universities in the world and that will bring in the best Professors and laboratories in the world. Why can’t we have something like that? Why do we have our resources of commonwealth? Why do we stash it into the banks and financial institutions of the Imperialists and Zionists and we cannot even build our own academic and industrial infrastructure? What are we concerned with? (Take a) look at what they’re building- the same Arabians who were speaking to the British a century ago to stab the Muslims in the back when the Muslims were fighting against the precursors of Zionism and Imperialism where are they spending their wealth today? They say that “they want to build something that can compete with and surpass Disneyland and Hollywood.” That’s where they’re placing their money- where their instincts are! They’re not placing their money where their minds are, because to begin with, they are lacking in their minds. But how about us? All of this unfolds in front of us and we are satisfied with having apologetic speakers. They come to you on Fridays, in Conferences and Symposia and they speak about brotherhood and ‘how Muslims should be brothers to each other. Yes- let’s see how we should be brothers of each other.” Can you and we be brothers of each other when I an the multitude of Muslims are living at the survival level, with multiple struggles, occupations, intrigue and plunder that is going on and then, here they are with all this wealth that they take away- they don’t even have it in their own country; they can’t even place it in a neutral country- and place it where? Where they are making all of this weapons using our resources and commonwealth to make all these weapons. Then, when they want to sell them, they sell the 2nd generation of these weapons to these Arabians on their terms and then when the time to fight comes, these Arabians can’t even fight with the 2nd generation weapons that were bought on their terms. These Arabians in Riyadh and Jeddah go to them and tell them “You come and fight for us.” Haven’t we seen this in our own lifetime? You Muslims who are listening to 

Indeed Committed Muslims are brethren of each other … (Surah Al Hujurat verse 10)

and

Be fortified with the bond of Allah and don’t be divided (Surah Ahl Imran verse 104)

and a Muslim to another Muslim is like a solid cemented structure- each part reinforcing the next and the rest of these ayaat and ahadith and you dare not approach these valium khateebs and Imams and tell them “we want out of this coma. We’ve been sleeping for so long. We want to see a massive expression of Islamic togetherness, unity and brotherhood.” You can’t do any of that? We have confused, (in these years), the search and seek of science and the hard facts of life with running around and looking for the blondes, (it’s alright brothers and sisters- these are the facts). These Arabian inferiors come to these lands and go around looking for blondes and these kuffaar and Mushrikin know that these Arabians have a weakness in them because they want these blondes and they know how to trap them. This also happens on our watch and in our lifetime and then they preach to us jihad that relies on the weapons and the weapons systems of the kuffaar. How can that be jihad? Imagine transferring the same notion to the time of Allah’s Prophet- he imports his military hardware and where-withal from the Romans and Persians! It never happened! The Prophet never relied on the superpowers to advance Islam one inch, and we suffer from a generation and a class of inferiors who want to convince us “when the time of jihad comes, we have to rely on the enemy’s weaponry, systems and technology to satisfy Allah in our jihad.” They’ve dumbed us down too much and we should no longer hide from these facts and we should have enough courage and character that come from Allah and His Prophet to speak truth to power. Listen to one of the ayaat in one of the relatively short Surahs in the Qur’an that stimulate the Muslim mind to look for the hard facts in life. The kaifa in all of these ayaat (in Surah Al Ghashiyah verse 17-20) is an open invitation to break from ignorance and instinct and we pursue the rational course that will put us on our way back out of these inferiority reactions to each other so that we can have our hands extended to each other and resume a unity of the multitude of the Muslim masses instead of this puny talk of one or two individuals or families socialising with others who belong to another race, nationality or whatever it is. It’s time to extract ourselves from this condition and to reference ourselves with Allah and His Prophet and to express it as it is.  
Brothers and sisters, Muslims of Commitment and a struggle…

The number one difficulty which stands as a major barrier and a better tomorrow is to take the God-given radiance and guidance that we have beyond our small, limited and individualistic understandings and interpretations and extend them into the larger world and universe that we are in. We remember, (just 30-40 years ago), it was almost crazy, (this is how the public mind would interpret it), to speak about the combination of religion and politics; that was someone must be either living in the age of the Eander Falls or simply of a low IQ to speak about the combination of religion and politics, (to use the words that they use). After a solid three decades of a concerted and consolidated Islamic effort, we have these same people who are the managers and supervisors of public opinion watching how they themselves, (to whichever political group or religious faction they come from), in their own context religion and politics being infused. This goes against their own history. They spent centuries in a war against a Church that they disagreed with and now they are on a course to spending other centuries trying to discover how they’re going to reconcile themselves with that which they have parted with during the time of what they call “their enlightenment and Protestant movement.” Where did this come from? This didn’t come easy; this came because there were people who stood, fought, struggled and died on principle. They were not behind the scenes, behind closed doors and walls speaking to their Zionist and Imperialist masters. These are people, (who are out there), on the front-lines, leading the struggle for Islamic self sufficiency when it comes to the simple consumer-products of life or when it comes to gaining nuclear technology and everything in-between. We’ve had the political heads around go into fits as they watch Muslims breaking new grounds; and let the protests, the talking heads and the champions of Imperialism and Zionism suffer more of this grounding effect that come from we, the committed Muslims- not diplomatic, hypocritical, passive and reactionary Muslims. If we can’t see this, we are behind our times.
