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It is such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the criminals may become clear. 


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims...

 
CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 2:
FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, SHURA, JUSTICE

 

Before we look at some of the details that the Muslim mind has neglected for centuries, even though Muslim emotions have been involved in this mindless issues, it is very important for us to develop the atmospherics that were at work in the time of Allah's Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) that had the force of propulsion to take following or successive generations into an area of responsibility that has only been rekindled very recently. The first element very important to understand before we look at some prohibited areas is that the Prophet in Arabia had made it very clear that peoples conscience is going to be guaranteed, which means that there's not going to be anyone forcing anyone else to adopt a belief system, an ideology or what is called a religion against their better judgment and conscience. As a matter of Islamic Commitment to Allah, there was an insurance to all and sundry that their conviction and internal beliefs are guaranteed to them. There are ayaat in the Qur'an that relates this meaning. Allah says:

There is no compulsion in matters that pertain to a persons indebtedness to their deity. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 256 )

There's not going to be a Muslim on Earth who is going to force non-Muslims to agree with Islam or to embrace Islam. This was a matter of established principle. To the contrary of this, it was the power structure in Makkah and in Arabia that did not provide freedom of conscience to the Committed Muslims. In the meantime, it was the Committed Muslims when they were powerless who were guaranteeing those who disagreed with them that same freedom of conscience. Allah says to His Prophet:

Is it you who wants to compel, enforce, use force or utilize a position of power against people so that they become committed Muslims? (Surah Yunus verse 99) 

In other words, that's not the way to do it. We are not permitted to use force or to utilize positions of power to influence people against their own conscience, internal feelings and thoughts so that they become committed Muslims. This is a question that means we can't use force to have people become Committed Muslims. Another parallel ayah in the Qur'an says and this is a wide spectrum of options that is given to human society. Allah says to everyone:

After He has presented mankind with the truth, with what is right, with what is balanced, with what is correct, then He says: Now, after this has come to your attention, you have the right, you have the freedom to commit yourself to Allah or to deny or reject Him. (Surah Al-Kahf verse 29 )

Remember, we Muslims are responsible for guaranteeing this right, this freedom of choice and this freedom of conscience to all peoples. This was one of the elements that was developed throughout 23years of a Mohammedi struggle and somehow as we remake ourselves today, it seems to be an absent element. When you approach some well versed Muslims or even some scholarly Muslims, sometimes get the impression that their mission in life is to have this Islam preponderant when in the process they may be violating the freedom of conscience and the freedom of conviction that is guaranteed to all peoples of the world by the words of Allah, Everlasting, in this Qur'an. That should not be the case, especially when we are at the beginning of our beginning. Another aspect that faintly figures in to our contemporary re-making is the void when it comes to the issue of Justice.  This communication from Allah expressed by the Qur'an and the Prophet guarantees at the same level and with the same intensity mans freedom of conscience and mans responsibility for justice. We can't think of reconstructing a program on earth without having justice our center piece.

Oh you who are committed to Allah, be actively involved in activating equity on earth even if that means you are going to be against your own selves,  your ancestors or your parents and those related to you, your blood affiliations, whether they are family or tribe or even beyond that. (Surah An-Nisa verse 135)
You have to be against your own selves if that's what it takes to stand for justice. Freedom of conscience- the centre and pivotal piece of justice, and then, the open channel of communication when it comes to decision making. This is another integral part of Islamic self-determination that is absent even when we are trying to rekindle Islam. This is referred to by the words of Shura in the Qur'an. Shura is virtually non-existent if we define the Shura the way it was defined in the time when it was Qur'anically functioning and when it was Prophetically applicable. There is no Shura nowadays. When the Prophet wanted to make decisions, he opened the public Muslim mind to participate in that decision making process. There was no dictatorship here- even though Allah's Prophet because he was Allah's Prophet, because he was just, because he was self-less, he could have gotten away with being a dictator because his dictatorship would have been one of love, mercy, justice and equity, but he wasn't. He had to sacrifice to teach us a lesson, and that is when we make our decision, we make it with the involvement of the average Muslim. No Muslim should feel excluded from the decision making process. No human being should be excluded from Freedom of Conscience, no human being should be excluded from justice and no Muslim should feel excluded from the decision making process. This is the atmospherics that the motivated Muslims around Allah's Prophet were keen on. Their attention and efforts were mesmerized on these objectives, unlike many of today's decision making Muslims. They don't care very much about freedom of conscience, they don't care very much about generic justice and they don't care very much about involving all the Muslims in the primary decisions that affect them which are to be made. This brings us to the issue of, and we are pre-empting the coming khutbahs that the Muslim mind has surrendered to Muslim emotionalism. This brings us to the issue of whether Allah's Prophet had a government equivalent to the government that we have today. All of us are familiar with the concentration of power that is the instrument of officials. We ask ourselves, understanding what we understand from that Sunnah paradigm of Allah's Prophet- were their officials who were abusing power, the extra power that becomes the entrapment of the contemporary nation state. We have some examples of how Allah's Prophet dealt with potential officials because in those days there was no such things as officials. The whole idea or concept of officials and officialdom didn't exist because there were no barriers between and among Muslims. How can there be an official and then a layman? How can there be a superior and then an inferior? All of this didn't exist. They came to the masajid, where all the barriers came down, there was a leader, there was a task to be done and they were all involved in it. There was no protection of this state power that we have in today's contemporary nation state. On one occasion, Allah's Prophet says, and this is one of these areas that has gone off the mental radar of today's Muslims, Allah's Prophet says to Abdur Rahman ibn Auf, who (to use a term of todays world) was an aristocrat, a very rich man something which goes like this "You are a person of affluence and I see you crawling into Paradise." Then, Allah's Prophet says to him "Give of what you have so that you will be given the means to walk into Al-Jannah." Todays nation state, todays governments the way they act, operate and impact our lives is those who have financial power are given the opportunity to move up on the scale of decision making. The more a person has money and affluence the more he has influence and clout. Allah's Prophet wanted to make it clear that just because a person has money, finances, assets, investments and what not, that does not make that person an influential figure in this newly constructed Islamic social reality on earth. Al-Medinah in the time of Allah's Prophet was not a place where the rich had their positions in state.

On another occasion, this is another example, Allah's Prophet sent an Aamil, this is a term that is used in the books of the time which means in today's language something like a government employee or a functionary so that he can collect what is due from the people to the Islamic  (what we call today) State, and this person goes out. After going out for months, he comes back to Al-Medinah and out of the total that he collects , he says "This is for you, (meaning this is for the Muslim public or the Muslim treasury) and this is for me." And he takes a portion of it for himself and this was not done in front of Allah's Prophet. It was done where the affairs, the finances are taken care of. But, the details are brought to the attention of the Allah's Prophet and he summons this person and the others, in one narrative and in the other narrative, that person is not present and he says to him or to those who were present, "Why is it that some people behave the way they do? You send them out, you deputize them, you give them a responsibility that has to do with the Muslim public and then they come back and say this belongs to the Muslim public or the Muslim treasury and this part belongs tome, because people gave this particular amount to me." And then, the Prophet says "Why shouldn't this person look at himself when he is in his own clan. Are people going to come to him and say this is for the Islamic State and this is for you?" The reason they gave you that extra money is because they perceived of you being in a position of power. If they didn't think of you as a powerful person, they wouldn't have given you any of that money." This was the overall atmosphere that had captured the imagination and motivated the will power of the Muslims and that generation that was committed to Allah's Prophet. Later on, as we systematically probe forbidden areas in the Islamic mind and in Islamic History we should always remember that this was the ground work of those unique and committed individuals who grew up with the spirit of the Qur'an and Allah's Prophet. When Allah says:
And their decision making is an affair of consultation among them. And them here means the Muslim peoples, the Muslim populace, the Muslim population (Surah Shura verse 38)
One of our incapacities is that we never take a look at the word Amr and try to update its meaning as it relates to todays world. Allah is saying that the affairs and the issues that need a decision in life is in-dispersed among the committed Muslims. Today, there are many issues in life but many people who need to be involved in making decisions are excluded. If you can exclude people from freedom of conscience and if you can exclude people from justice, then you can exclude them from the decision making process and this is what we have rampant in todays world and we have some Muslims who want to copycat todays nation state. They want to run their own affairs in the same manner and commit the same mistakes that were committed before. 
Let us take a certain level of justice that has to do with financial and social justice. Allah has barred us from hoarding wealth, from monopolizing the circuit of finances, of deterring the circulation of wealth. He has threatened those who do these things. In the ayah in the Qur'an, "They should await Allahs punishment."(Surah Taubah verse 34) Today, you can take a healthy look at the real world around and you will find this characteristic a very strong one and Muslims cannot garner enough mental clarity and enough mental determination to point to that fact, never mind excluding it from being a part of life altogether, but just take a close and a honest look at it. Allah as a matter of human justice has forbidden Ar-Riba, but Ar-Riba usury or what some people call interest has become a monster in the world. There's a Frankenstein usury operating from continent to continent and because we are not concentrated on justice, we let this phenomenon escape out attention. Who's there to address this? This atmosphere: freedom of conscience, justice and the involvement of Muslims in the deciding their own affairs. This has to be addressed and this has to be understood in the grain of our own thoughts, so we can understand where we went right and where we went wrong. What happened at the beginning? The state began to grow, beginning with the last six years of the reign of the third successor of Allah's Prophet and then began to take on the configuration of an empire, an empire in Damascus that was influenced by the Romans, an empire in Baghdad that was influenced by the Persians, all of course prior to Islam- an area not many people want to address and look at, but we cannot fail to underline, emphasize and re-iterate the crucial element of  freedom of conscience and what it means when Muslims begin to deviate, what it means to relinquish the centrality of Justice and what that meant when we began to deviate, and then how we began to have Kings, Princes, Dynasties, Monarchs and Dictatorships who began making decisions for us and excluding us from the decision making process and some of it we will find in the language of the fuqaha. The language of some fuqaha lent legitimacy to the improportionality of the concentration of power. You take the word Ahl Al-Halli Wal Aqd, people who qualified to bind matters and to undo them. This was not a terminology in the days of Allah's Prophet. If there was a matter of Shura, decision making and input from the Muslims, everyone qualified at least in the preliminary process. Everyone had access to the Masjid and the most important decisions were there in the Masjid. Later on, we began to have Ahl Al-Halli Wal Aqd, another way of trying to rationalize excluding the majority of Muslims from being involved in making their own decisions for their own selves.
Brothers and sisters, this is an area insha-Allah, with this general introduction, we will try to venture into some of the details that obviously we will try to rely our human best on referencing these historical details in the book of Allah and what we consider to be consensual Sunnah of Allah's Prophet. Without this most important understanding and introduction, we will remain failures in understanding where deviation began and how it was rooted throughout centuries and now, how this deviation has bloomed into monarchies, autocracies, dictatorships and false rulers that have no legitimacy. Remember, the word legitimacy itself is an outcome of Islamic History. Before the Prophet, the Qur'an and Al-Medinah, the concept of legitimacy did not exist. What would give rulers legitimacy or circulation was the power they had. It wasn't whether they were right or wrong, it wasn't whether they were legitimate or illegitimate. The fact that we understand what is legitimate and illegitimate is attributable to the laws that Allah has given us that regulate the laws that we practice. And we have human beings who are sincere and tried their best to go by these laws and we had others who tried to use them, and we will take a closer look as Allah gives us more life and more attention.

Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…

You may observe that the more we withdraw from the scope of these ayaat and the role of Allah's Prophet in this context, the more we give room for trouble makers, mischief makers and intruders who are causing us right now the real hardships that we are encountering. If the Muslim mind does not want to think, concentrate and penetrate the details of what is happening to us in the real world and what has happened to our predecessors in their real world, then we have the like of what is happening today. People just come along and they begin igniting explosives killing innocent people and they attribute this to fundamental Muslims. If you read the details and commentaries on the execution of the two Algerian diplomats, not that we care any bit for Algerian or any other types of diplomats, but if you read in detail their comments on the background and some of the issues that the Algerian government is guilty of, you would think these people, what is called the Zarqawi Group or Al-Qaida in Iraq, have a think-tank. We, who are following these affairs at a distance and with the flow of information that is available to us, it is hard for us to come up with the type of detail that they released. Where did they come up with all of this? They want to convince us that this is what they are capable of when they are on the run- that they are people who have atomic weapons or nuclear potential! This is the time when our common enemies who know how to exploit circumstances move in and they begin to kill right and left. They are killing so indiscriminately, so frequently and in a blood-thirsty manner that they forced what they called the Islamic Fiqhi Committee in North America to appear on National TV and denounce these acts of "terrorism", the implication being that Muslims are responsible for them. You see, because all along, even these who are supposed to be the first rank scholars of Muslims in America, they haven't seen the light. They can't see the hand behind the world-wide war in which our enemy has become our friend and in which our friend has become our enemy. In which they can open up a stateless land, a country without a government, then go in there and present to the world- look how blood-thirsty Muslims are amongst themselves, look how terroristic their religion is. They began to express this on the airwaves. They are saying in public now, "Islam is the religion of Terror", and instead of us having enough information to dig up these true instigators, financers and sponsors of terrorism, we begin to apologize and in our apology, we infer that some of us are responsible for this. Do you see the gap that we have created throughout all of these years? Now, this gap has become their playing ground to try to diffuse our self-determination and to undo our Islamic aspirations. They're not going to be able to get away with this, even if we do have ignorant Muslims who are trying to indirectly apologize for things that we are not responsible for. Now, a new twist of this- anyone can put out a communication, who is to verify whether a communication or a message or a telephone call or a fax or whatever has come from original authentic revolutionary Committed Muslims? Anyone can put something like that out and anyone else can accept it for their own purposes. So, not so long ago, a new communication comes across and it says that Al-Qaida in Bilaad Ar-Rafiday wants to now kill or assassinate certain individuals or officials in Lebanon. The underlying message is the Sunnis in Iraq- this is not the way it's presented, but this is the way it is meant to be processed- are going to begin to kill Shi's in Lebanon, and they gave the names of nine individuals. What if the agents of Mossad , the CIA and the army of other agents out there begin popping off individuals here and there of another denomination? And because many of us are entrapped in these stereotypical presentations and with our superficial understanding of each other, they will recruit us for a polarization and a schism that will cost hundreds of thousands of lives in the future. This what they are thinking about and this is what we are permitting them to get away with because none of us wants to look at these issues with the confidence of the Qur'an and with the precedents of the Prophet.
 

We would like to remind you that we are parting from our policy of avoiding public discussion specific to the theological issues that have divided the Ummah for such a long time. Allah knows how we hate to use the labels but we have to explain the point. We realize that the policy of the kaafirs is meant to have the Muslims involved in a bloody civil war and we are in a way forced to go into forbidden territory. This area is very sensitive to many people, but we ask that you turn your emotions off and your intellect on so that we can avoid some of the mistakes of the past. We ask that you bear with us in our attempt to reconcile some of these differences which are grounded in an alternative understanding so that we may learn from them. These movements have been analyzed primarily from the position of them being opposition movements who are then used as instruments in the hands of oppressive powers so that they may retain their grip on power. We have no doubt that some of the tension can be dissolved and some of these issues can be reconciled if the subject is approached with a heart that is not contaminated by the culture of tradition and prejudice. In conclusion, suffice it to say that none of these Muslim groups who take pride in their hyphenated designations have a SOLE CLAIM or MONOPOLY on the truth. We beseech Allah and ask Him to consolidate our rank and file and rid us of the opportunists, the infiltrators and the instigators who pry on these differences.
