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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ayyuha An Naas; Brothers and sisters- Muslims of a divine attachment and worldly responsibility…

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (05-02-1999)
TWENTY YEARS OF ISLAMIC REVOLUTION
This week marks 20 years since the humble but triumphant, the meek but victorious return of Al Imam Al Khomeini (may Allah accept him with mercy, peace and salutations). Of these ten days- five of which have lapsed and five of which are left- are of historical significance because we, the Muslims, who were only some Organizations, groups and associations before this week 20 years ago became, (after this week twenty years ago), a Government, an authority, a faith and a base for the diffusion of Allah’s order into the world. When we take a look at these 20 years in quick review, we realize the many advantages, benefits and rewards that have come due in the course of these two decades. For the 1st time in contemporary history, the forces of kufr, shirk and dhulm were decisively defeated because of the unrelenting and uncompromising line of the Imam. No longer do we only entertain Islamic ideas and Islamic ideals, but beyond that we were privy to Islamic action and Islamic activity that defined for us friend from foe.
And we have rendered out of them leaders who guide in conformity with Our Authority when they persevered, displayed fortitude or when their determination showed no relapse or reversal as they were confident and certain of our involvement in human affairs. (Surah As Sajdah verse 24) 
In the demonstration of the divine will (and) in the implementation of human decision, this was the ayah that describes a leadership that all Muslims should refer to and be proud of regardless of what may appear to our human observation and to the naked eye. When the Imam returned to his homeland he didn’t achieve or score a victory overnight; he didn’t surrender to the armed forces around in the previous years, decades and generations that he lived, witnessed and was involved in. Had he given up, we wouldn’t have had what we have today- neither the Muslims who are from Iran proper nor the other Muslims who are from outside of Iran proper. Before the success of this revolution, we spoke of Kafirs, Mushriks, dhaalims, Munafiqs, Mu’mins, committed Muslims, Mujahideen and Shuhaada’- but we only spoke. This milestone achievement in the course of our lifetime showed us who the blood and bone, flesh and nerve kafirs are and who the flesh and blood Mu’mins are when they are committed to Allah- not on paper or in the books of fiqh or in history chapters, (but) in real life. We began to find definition in the world around us because of the struggle that demanded perseverance and that was lead by a qualified and undisputable Imam. What has happened ever since is a continuation; nothing has broken ever since; nothing has discontinued. The struggle still goes on for those who are committed to Allah and have the necessary ingredient of patience. What do you want? (Do) you want a change in the world to happen overnight without the strategic patience that is required? It doesn’t happen that way. Even the Prophets of Allah (sallalahu alayhim wa sallam) were not honored with triumph and victory as they would have desired it. They also felt from time to time frustrated. The ayah in the Qur’an says 

… there comes a time when even the Prophets of Allah lose hope… (Surah Yusuf verse 110)
You are permitted to lose hope but you are not permitted to lose patience, but we do have those individuals who have lost hope and patience and this is the way Allah’s message works. Don’t expect to enter into this honorable caravan of Prophets, Apostles, righteous people and leaders just because you utter a few words.

Do people consider or think that they are left to utter or vocalize or say with their tongues the Shahadah the article of faith… (Surah Al Ankabut verse 2)

Is this the extent of it? You just say ash hadu an laa Ilaha illalah wa ash hadu anna Muhammedan Rasulullah with your tongue and it ends there? Are you going to be left just to pronounce that you are a Mu’min? 
… and in the meantime you think that just by saying that you are not going to be exposed to a test or verification or trial of who you really are or if you are true in what you say or if you are playing some kind of psychological game with Allah or yourself? Certainly we have tried, tested and verified those who have preceded them… (Surah Al Ankabut verse 2-3)

For what reason? 
… so that Allah will surely know those who are true… (Surah Al Ankabut verse 3)
Meaning what they said is verified by what they do. There’s no schizophrenia between what you say with your tongue and what you do with your hand.

… and He may know those who are not true to what they are saying. (Surah Al Ankabut verse 3)

Now, doesn’t Allah know who we are? Doesn’t Allah know your internal thoughts (and) who you really are i.e. whether you are true to your Shahadah or a forgery to your faith? He knows. Then why is it that when He knows He is saying so that indeed Allah will know those who are true to Him? In a refined meaning of this ayah (it means) so that Allah’s proportion in you stands to attest against the powers that want you violate Allah. There’s a part of Allah in us and this part of Allah wants us to verify that we are true to Allah against all the forces against us .

And we breathed into Adam of our Ruh… (Surah Al Hijr verse 29) 
It is this part of us that needs to verify or authenticate our Shahada, commitment, trust and loyalty. This revolution of 20 years ago was a massive authentication of this divine reality in human efforts and endeavors. (Remember- we’re speaking about Muslims in a particular part of the world), after they took that stand, they began to see who the true opponents of Allah are. There was a real war that continued for eight bloody years. This war had blood sacrifices, tears (and) dislocation of population and this war was not limited to one warfront; it extended from one place to another where ever there is a Muslim who stands up and says 

Our Sustainer is the sustainer of the heavens and earth… (Surah Fussilaat verse 30)
Munafiqs and Kafirs could no longer hide behind propaganda (and) disinformation, they were exposed. After eight years of this war, when the true enemies of Allah proved that they were true enemies of Allah, now we’re supposed to believe that there’s some good in the rulers in Baghdad i.e. the government in Iraq?! After all the lies that it has been responsible for, killing, displacing, injuring (and) maiming, how can a Muslim mind express any validity to enemies who have established their credentials as enemies of Allah, His Prophet and the committed Muslims? Yet we see, still, those Muslims who are swept by public misinformation and want to attribute some type of redeeming quality to that regime. To complicate things even more, Ash Shaytaan Al Akbar here in Washington is claiming to be working to unseat the butcher in Baghdad. (There’s) 97 million dollars allocated to seven opposition groups in Baghdad belonging to Iraq and we have a public mind that is confused and that’s the way this public mind is supposed to be; but not if it is in the shade of the Qur’an and the Prophet- there’s no confusion about it. This Islamic revolution, (that is celebrating 20 years), also has an internal component that wants to sidetrack the cause of the Imam and establish diplomatic relations that will hurt in the years to come with those who have also proven in the course of these past 20 years that they are irreconcilable with the Qur’an or Islam. In due time, the fortitude of the committed Muslims will also have these types surface. There is a silent majority in the Islamic base in Iran and a loud minority that spills over to the rest of the world with all its connections trying once again to wish away this Islamic revolution; we have seen them trying to switch from year-to-year and occasion-to-occasion. When a President is elected they come along and spread their wish all around. They say, (this is their words), “there are youth and intellectuals in Iran who are fed up with this revolution.” We’ve heard that before, we’re hearing it now and we will hear it in the future- let these people come out of their shells and speak their mind so that the patient Muslims can look at them and verify who they are. There are people who think that there is a serious polarization or difference between the President of that State and the Leader/Rahbar of that State. Don’t think this is to the disadvantage or detriment of the Committed Muslims, it is to their advantage because in this way many individuals will come out of their hiding places, holes, dark corners and closets; this will be another added advantage to the merit of this revolution in time to come.

…don’t consider this to be to your detriment, consider this to be to your advantage… (Surah Aal Imran verse 179)

If the leadership is not confident of itself, it would’ve not opened up the atmospherics, (as is the case now), for people to express what’s on their minds; they can express what’s on their mind. There is no more active warfront peculiar to that state. Emergency laws can be relaxed and let us concentrate on the internal front; from time to time some house cleaning has to be done. Some of the effects of this have reached Washington. A week or two ago, (at one of the Universities here in Washington- Harvard University), they had a program on the persecution of the Baha’i minority in Iran. Take a look at what they are concerned with? There’s a Muslim majority in the world who, (if you listen to them), is persecution free- no one is persecuting Muslims in this world?! They’re in good shape; their rights are maintained, they enjoy human rights, political rights (and) freedom; there’s nothing to worry about when it comes to Muslims. Who does the people of the world have to worry about? A Baha’i minority in Iran? Let them come out and express themselves; let them say what’s on their mind and let us know who is involved in these efforts. 

They are concerned about an Islamic State acquiring advanced weapons systems; they’re not concerned about Israel having weapons of mass destruction- all types of lethal weapons and delivery systems are in Israel. They’re not concerned about that, (but) they are concerned about an Islamic State developing a military capability and having a long range missile. Doesn’t that tell you there’s something real about this State? Then, today- in the news- they tell us that “Western intelligence has uncovered a plot financed and coordinated by the Islamic Republic of Iran to have Palestinian Muslims bomb different areas in Occupied Palestine” meaning suicide bombs preceding the Yahud Israeli elections in May. We don’t know the validity of the information that they had and as on many occasions when the information is pertinent to the Islamic Republic of Iran they turn out in the majority of the case to be hoax; but there’s nothing in the Book of Allah or in the Sunnah of His Prophet that says Muslims should not be concerned/work/assist other Muslims. Where is this in the Book of Allah or in the Sunnah of the Prophet? So why is it that when Muslims from Iran show or express a hand of assistance to Muslims in Palestine then this becomes an explosive issue? Doesn’t this also say to you, (and we should be thinking in terms and in the mind and fashion of the Qur’an and Sunnah), that Islamic solidarity/unison/common destiny is the wave of the future. 
Unfortunately, this Islamic revolution and Islamic event that we speak about, there are other Muslims who still don’t dare to speak about it. Imagine, after 20 years and the ups-and-downs that we’ve seen?! This Islamic revolution was maligned, cursed and bad mouthed by governments today who are praising it and seeking closer relationships with it. Then, there are some Muslims who take their signals from these governments. If the Saudi government is on good terms with this Islamic affair then they want to be on good terms with it; if the Saudi government is against it they either come out and express their hostility towards it or remain silent- we have seen this and this is to the merit, quality and character of this Islamic revolution up until now.  It has not only managed to survive a military war, but also an economic, social, psychological and propaganda war- a war on all other fronts. The government in Iraq survived a military war but now it cannot survive a peace; but the Islamic order next door to the East has survived the war and now it’s surviving what they call peace, but what is war in every sense of the word except at the military front. Yes- there are politicians and diplomats who want to capitalize and the blood of the Shuhada’. This speaker has gone to the military camps during the height of that war and has seen these combatants and Shuhada’. When Allah says to us
Don’t consider them to be dead rather they are alive in the presence of their Sustainer being provided with sustenance (Surah Aal-Imran verse 169)
Don’t forget this for one moment- they have managed to expose with their blood and lives for us who live after them; as if they are saying to us “(take a) look, we have shown you who the real enemy and real Munafiqs are, but we have to leave;” and they left and now you can’t see the real opponents, the real foe (and) those who are trying to play tricks on you? Why can’t people use the word Mustad’af i.e. the oppressed people anymore? Has anyone heard this word lately? Has anyone heard of the Mustakbirs lately? Has anyone heard of Ash Shaytaan Al Akbar lately? In those words and in that terms? On this occasion, the least we can say is that we remain truthful and honest to the line of the Imam. (We say that we are in the line of the Imam), but we no longer use the words that he used to use?! Ask yourself- you are the best judge of your own self- what has happened? We submit that there is a class of politicians who are maneuvering in their own state of agreement, mutual talk, financial arrangement, (and) political discussions- these are clowns, but what does this have to do with the Muslim blood that is flowing? The Imam is in good company because the number of Muslim and Mustad'af Shaheeds in this world is increasing and they are joining the company of An Nabiyeen, As Siddiqeen, Ash Shuhada and the Imams. This affair is not a sectarian one, even though the sectarians now feel that they can breathe fresh air; this is not a nationalistic one, even though nationalists are seeking out- this is an Islamic affair and Allah will give it to those who will honor their word, promise and pledge with Him.

… and if you withdraw from this pledge and retreat from this responsibility, Allah will substitute in your place others who will not behave in such a manner (Surah Muhammed verse 38)
Remember Allah’s words 
… have patience, persevere and show fortitude… … for the eventual outcome belongs to the Muttaqees (Surah Al A’raf verse 128)
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims whose determination and will power is reinforced by trivial human affairs, as threatening as they may seem to be….

Don’t lose sight of Ash Shaytaan Al Akbar and the undeclared war against those whose words are 
Our lord and sustainer is Allah… (Surah Fussilaat verse 30)
Should anyone become a criminal for saying Our lord and sustainer is Allah? According to the perverts in the White House with all the Yahudi systems and personell around him, Muslims who say Our lord and sustainer is Allah are not only criminals but also terrorists. What do they think? If they spill all the ink that they have on all the paper that is available to them saying these types of words, it’s going to distract us from our responsibility, divine attachment and ultimate destiny? Those of us who are told by the propaganda that is around that many people endorse tell us 
… the forces against us are awesome… (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
In other words this is what they are trying to tell you and me- “where you think you are going with this Islam of yours? Can’t you see the other Muslims and what we are doing to them around the world? (Take a) look at them in Algeria- you’ve been watching them for eight years, where have they gone? Its one massacre to the next; one blood bath to the other. (Take a) look at the Muslims in the Balkans- if it wasn’t for their United Nation and NATO forces they would have been massacred. (Take a) look at the Muslims in Palestine,” (this Arafat, the traitor of Palestine, who attended a prayer service here yesterday or the day before and who’s protected by the Central Intelligence Agency and Mossad and whose political flipside, the King in Jordan is on a deathbed now). “(Take a) look at what is happening to the Muslims- HAMAS, Hizbullah and Islamic Jihad- who are opposing us, we’re busy building prisons for these Muslims. (Take a) look at the Muslims in Kashmir and how they are slaughtered from military orgy to military orgy. (Take a)  look at your economic condition- poverty, starvation, dislocation, malnutrition, ignorance- where do you think you are going with this Islam” they tell us. “(Take a) look at all these forces can you Muslims in your right mind stand up to the United States, Europe, China, India and the rest of the world? And if you can’t then you have to obey these leaders, listen to them, take orders from them and adopt their ways.” But before all of that, this is what they tell us 
… you have to fear them… (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
… this increase their commitment to Allah… (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
When they come and tell us that they are building our commitment to Allah; they are cementing our commitment with Allah. We are not retreating. No one counts the Shuhada’ in the world today; not even the Islamic State in Iran where some politicians are playing diplomacy have time to count the Shuhada’ in this world on a yearly basis. We want to know how many Shaheeds we have. But we can say with certainty, even though we don’t have exact numbers, that this year’s Shaheeds are more than last years and the year before and next year’s Shaheed are going to be more than this year and the last year. And we say in these conditions
… Allah is enough for us. (Surah Aal Imran verse 173)
We don’t need your military technology to rely on you in our weapons system. We need to rely upon Allah and we need the strength that comes from Allah- and who can be better trusted than Allah in such a condition. Committed brothers and sisters in Islam- mark our words- the Committed Muslims in this world are in the sight of Allah and what they are doing is soliciting the help and performance of Allah. We have a direction and we know where we are going. There are issues that need to be worked out and a psychology that still needs to crystallize, but generally speaking Muslims today are not what they were 20 years ago. There is a fermentation of this Iman in the Ummah and there is a gradual militarization of this Ummah that seeks to knock on the doors of paradise with the spells of the enemies of these committed Muslims. We have no reservations about where we are going and insha’Allah we are no longer bound by their definitions and by their carrots and sticks. We are the servants and subjects committed, (as we are), to Allah- come what  may. The 1st Islamic manifestation of this was 20 years ago this week and to follow will be other manifestations as we reconsolidate, recast and reconstitute the affairs of this Ummah for the salvation not only of this Ummah alone but of mankind.
This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 5 February 1999 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
