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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa Sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims of a conscience; a thinking mind and Muslims who are in the service of Allah Azza Wa Jall....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (1-5-2007)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 39
SECTARIANISM
This weekly khutbah is intended to cleanse ourselves and enlighten our lives as much as is possible pertaining to recent issues and affairs that are expected to be put under the spotlight of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Therefore, we say that in this past week the Muslim psychology, (if we may call it that), has been shaken by events that are in one sense troubling and developments that are meant to take away the confidence that we have been working on far and near- pertaining to our relationship with Allah and our struggle for Him. Let us try to begin to capture these events in light of the ayah that is clear in its meanings. In Surah Ahl-Imran, Allah says and the direct meanings of these ayaat are the following

O you who are securely committed to Allah, take precautions against Allahs power presence the way it is due to Allah (in other words) in full measure and do not die except that you are in a state of submission to Him. And hold firmly or be guarded altogether by holding on to Allahs extension or lifeline to you and be not divided. And bear in mind Allahs bounty and privileges upon you as you were enemies and He reconciled your hearts with each other then, you became, due to His ni'mah upon you, brethren. You were on a precipice of a pitfall of fire and He rescued you from it. It is in this manner that Allah demonstrates His power presence to you so that you may be guided. And from among you, there should be a consolidated body of people who call others towards what is good and virtuous; they authorize and institutionalize what is self-evidently the truth and they decommission, dis-establish and dis-mantle what is self-evidently evil or bad, it is they who are successful. (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 102-104)

This is the rough transfer of meanings from the original text to our lingua franca, our common language, which is English- the language that everyone understands. We have deliberately chosen this ayah to try to recapsulate some of the turbulence that has occurred in the past week due to plots and plans that are meant to divide us and turn us against each other. What exactly do we mean by this? We are not and have not been in the streets 23 years and counting because we are trying to avoid the issues or be indirect about the events. With Allahs help and aid, we have tried our best to address these critical issues which many Muslims are abandoning, therefore the Muslim public becomes the instrument of those who want to divide and disperse our togetherness. In this ayah, Allah is clearly ordering us to behave in a way that promotes togetherness, solidifies our ranks and files and that "homogenizes" our different elements from which we are constituted. Mankind or human society and individuals by their very nature have distinctions with each other or among themselves. One distinction is race, another distinction is language, a 3rd distinction is ethnicity, and a 4th distinction is different opinions within the purview of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. 

The event that occurred last week in which a war criminal was hanged was done in a way that was intentionally pre-planned and thought out to bring about a cleavage or gap among the Muslims. We say this because if Muslims were in-charge of a certain responsibility, they will discharge it honoring Allah and his Prophet. The 1st responsibility that Muslims have is that of justice. This is a historical and also an immediate responsibility; it is also a personal and an administrative responsibility. Justice has to be done- all Muslims agree to this. There's nothing that divides the Muslims in pursuing justice. Hence, if Muslims among them, in their society have a war criminal, they should pursue that war criminal with justice.

And if you govern or rule among people, you do so with justice (Surah Al-Nisa' verse 58)

Indeed, Allah has commanded that you do justice (Surah An-Nahl verse 90)

Brothers and sisters- those who listen- we have a war criminal and this war criminal should be brought to a court of justice- not to a kangaroo court; not to an imperialist/Zionist court and not to a puppet court. Unfortunately, because Muslims are not in-charge in Iraq, the people who make the decisions brought a bona fide war criminal not to an Islamic court but to a theatrical court of their own production and management. They spent 13 months in this court of a fiasco with 40 legal sessions. These characters who are involved and responsible in the deaths of over 1,500,000 people were brought to this show court for the Muslim public to see. Some portions of those sessions were censored, even though the Zionist/imperialist, (to be more blunt about it), the Israeli/American controllers of Iraq spent on Muslim public opinion 13 long months and 40 televised encounters in court with these war criminals. 

What were they charged with? Remember- these and the others with them are responsible for the deaths through wars of aggression of 1,500,000 Muslims not to speak about those who have been injured or handicapped by these wars and those who have been displaced and forced to move out of their towns and homes (which is also in the millions). These are universal war crimes. We're not dealing with a petty criminal. We're not bringing into court a ruler who tripped on 148 individuals of his own population, but this is exactly what they did. They brought war criminals to a court which was not an Islamic court and the charges were not Islamic charges and the verdict was not an Islamic verdict. After that, they said "we are going to execute this person!" He deserves more than the death penalty. But 1st of all, he doesn't deserve it in the way it was applied. We ask anyone with a living conscience and a working mind "Why execute a war criminal on a day that is considered by many Muslims to be Eid Al-Adha?" Brothers and sisters- we tell you that this was deliberate and intentional and the reason for it is to try to inflame sectarian feelings among the Muslims and to a certain degree, these Shayateen who have been in-charge of these theatrics have been trying all along to spike these sectarian feelings. If you don't know or if you don't have extensive contacts with people around- when many Muslims who know that this person is a war criminal, who have no sympathy for him, at all, and who spoke out against his wars of aggression against his neighbors to the South, East and North saw what unfolded in front of their very eyes, through the media, they began to think about this person as a martyr. This also was intended who were doing this. No-one would have thought about this person as a martyr if he was tried along with his masters for being responsible for the killing of 1,500,000, most of them, his own people. No one would have considered him for one moment to be a victim of his own bosses. Should we be graphic about this- unless someone is living in a cave somewhere, most of us saw what we are talking about. A person is brought to the gallows with his feet locked into chains and then, in the last moment of his life he is trying to say "Ashhadu An La Ilaha Illalah wa Ash-hadu anna Muhammedar Rasulullah" – they did not let him finish saying what he wanted to say. Brothers and sisters- if we are Muslims and if we are responsible for justice, we are responsible for it in a responsible way. The Prophet of Allah says "if you are going to slaughter or if you are going to take away another life, you do it with perfection." This is not the way things are done if they were in the hands of committed Muslims, but, this whole operation in Iraq is not in the hands of committed Muslims. Yes- there are Iraqis who are given some power but they cannot decide and implement their will without the approval of their masters in Washington and Tel Aviv. 

Brothers and sisters- let us just go back to the time when the dictator in Baghdad launched a war of aggression against his neighboring people who were trying to put together a state of their own on the basis of Islam. What happened? He got his orders and signals to do that from the rulers in Washington. You execute a person like that and you not only got rid of that one person, but down into the abyss with him went all the information that could bring to court his superiors who also share in the crimes against humanity and in the war crimes that were going on for at least a decade and a half it we want to also throw in what he did in Kuwait. Why take his masters in Washington off the hook and relieve them? You are getting rid of the evidence that will condemn these real war criminals who are sponsoring their puppet war criminals. Is that what you want to do? Is this Islamic justice? What happens to the 1,500,000 people who have been killed in these wars of aggression? Will they not ask "why were you not responsible for doing us justice? We don't count!" 1,500,000 people don't count and 148 Shi'is in Dujail are the only ones who count?! This is what you have to understand or this is what is being planted in your minds because they want to split the Muslims asunder. These neo-conservatives and the crowd that is running the show in Washington has its roots back in the 1980's when they were 1st elected in the Reagan administration- they are the ones who want to get rid of the evidence that can bring them court. Listen to this- the Muslims who now are ruling in Iraq come to Washington to try to communicate with this Shaytaani government that "we need more of your support" Brothers and sisters- Saddam and his henchmen were doing the same thing and when they were doing it, they were lakkies and puppets of the United States. When his rivals are doing it, why are not they also puppets and lakkies of the United States? What is haram on one criminal is halal on another person?!

But how is it that you judge?! (Surah As-Saffaat verse 154)

They are equally to be condemned by a voice of truth…O Allah, at times like this we miss an Imam who can stand up and point to these deviants who are getting away with a chummy-chummy relationship with Ashaytaan Al-Akbar. They want to get away with it because they camouflage themselves. Why? One person was hiding his crimes under the cloak of nationalism- Saddam, the war criminal of all times, use to justify everything that he was doing because he was protecting Arab nationalism. He didn't care; if he understood that someone was opposed to Arab nationalism- that was enough to label that person with treason and send him to the gallows or the torture chambers. We spent the years that we spent exposing the crimes of that ruler and his class of rulers, but that's not going to make us blind to the facts. Few are the people who will stand up and say it as it is. Now, we have a new set of people who are moving in, and to them, if things continue to go the way they are going, they are willing to kill anyone- not on the basis of nationalism, but on the basis of sectarianism. Do we want this evil root to take hold firmly in the grounds of Iraq? We spent the last 30 years fighting Arab nationalism with the ideas and blood that we have and now we're going to spend another 30 years or whatever the time is going to be fighting against Shi'i extremism?! Is this what the Muslims want?! Is this how you want to play the American game? Don't you want to learn from our ownselves? Whoever is and has been involved in the past 30 years with these strings of war crimes dictated from Washington with the approval of the Zionists in Tel Aviv is condemned in this world and in the world to come. Equally applicable are those who are the functionaries of this new Imperialist/Zionist wave of sectarianism will be condemned in this world and in the world to come. Justice is not served by nationalism and justice is not served by sectarianism. We want these words to ring in the heads of those who are tempted to follow the American line. We have seen some of our brothers who used to come here and be with us for Jum'ah prayers and because of this Imperialist/Zionist poison concerning Iraq- look around- do you see any of them? Those of you who were here 30 years ago, look around- how many of them are around us? If there is any, it's one or two. What happened? Where did they go? This is how deep the poison has set into the Muslim body. What are we going to have now? A new crop of people who will feel more comfortable if just like we were exposing the folly and the fallacy of a nationalism at war with Islam, we're going to have a new set of people coming here who want to listen to the folly of Shi'i sectarianism against Islam? Yaa Muqallibal Qulub- Thabbit Qulubuna Ala deenik. This is what happens when we open the door and invite, not actively, but passively- by not saying anything; forget about doing something- we seem to be far away from doing what has to be done, but by not being able to say what has to be said, this is what happens. You can take this Masjid and the other Masaajid that are around, who is in light of what Allah and His Prophet are telling us. Who is bringing these events into the context of Allahs words and Allahs Prophets words? Who are they? If we were actively doing so, we wouldn't have had this empty space into which Shayateen Al-Ins Wa Al-Jinn have moved in and are now trying to distance the Muslims from themselves. Look at how they're doing it… When they are planning a very large sectarian divide amongst the almost 2 billion Muslims in the world, they have on our local level intra-faith meetings. They have Sunnis and Shi'is coming to a suburb of Virginia and speaking about how nice they are to each other and this is encouraged by the same Shayateen who are planning something much bigger. They may do the same thing in Los Angeles and Detroit and Muslims who are detached… Think about these Masaajid who every week are detaching their congregations from reality- these are the issues of reality that we have to ferment in our minds, but you come to these types of Masaajid and they want you to break away from these issues. They will tell you "Oh- this is a controversial issue." Every time a life and death issue comes staring us in the face, they tell us "this is a controversial issue and to look the other way and when we look the other way, all of a sudden the bombs beginning falling on our lives and our societies." Do you see how these Masaajid and we, ourselves, who go to these Masaajid are participating in these crimes because we don't want to speak or listen to the word of truth on these matters that count?! Back to Allahs words. 

O you who are securely committed to Allah, raise your guard concerning Allahs power (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 102)

If these people of the last 30 years and the people of the last three or four years were raising their guard regarding Allahs power, they would have cared the least about what these self-styled super powers are doing today or have been doing in the past. They would look at them as if they were flies or nuances- that's what they are, but No- they think about this power in Washington as being something like a Godly power- they can't stand against it, resist it or do anything about it. The ayah is not saying O you who are securely committed to Allah, take precautions against Americas or Europes power presence the way it is due to them. That's not what the ayah is saying. We only acknowledge this relationship of power when it pertains to Allah and we don't acknowledge it when it pertains to others. Have you realized that in this ayah, the leap was made from an active life of Taqwa, whatever the active details there-in are, and we were brought immediately to the moment of death. Therefore

do not expire except that you are surrendering to Allah (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 102)

These people are expiring when they are in surrender to these lesser powers. 

Whoever you are, whatever language you speak and whatever school of thought you have, you will find that your fortification is in the extension and the lifeline that Allah has given you, but you have to do this altogether and don't be divided and dispersed (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

If this is an ayah that is going into everyones heart and mind- look around you- why do people seem like they are divided. A simple example is here in the Washinton DC area- people will go to their ethnic or national or sectarian centers and they don't want to call them that- they call them all Islamic centers. Even though they call these centers Islamic centers, Islam is innocent of these claims and these types of centers. 

And bear in mind Allahs ni'mah upon you (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

We ask you- brothers and sisters- what did Allah give us that He has not given others or that others have not themselves acquired? It is these words and His Prophet. Does anyone appreciate it? Does anyone show any appreciation? If we don't understand Allah and His Prophet, then how are we going to think about them as a ni'mah- because before Allahs book and Allahs Prophet, what were we? We were mutual enemies of each other

because (as of that time) you were enemies (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 102-104)

You were hostile to each other and then what happened? Because of Allah and His Prophet 

He has caused your hearts to be familiar and to reconcile with each other then (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

This familiarity and this reconciliation does not cancel your God given specifics- it does not cancel your ethnicity, school of thought and it does not cancel your language or tongue- none of that.

due to this ni'mah, we became brothers of each other (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

Is there a nationalism that divides one brother from the other? Is there a school of thought that divides one brother from the other? NO!- meaning that if you are going to interpret your language or your school of thought in such a way that you no longer feel that you are brother of another Muslim, then your interpretation and understanding are wrong and in violation of this ayah. 

You were on the edge of a pit of fire (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

That's where we're standing today. We are standing on an edge with the possibilities of us slipping into the fire very high.

He rescued you from that destiny- from falling into that pit of fire (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

He did not save us when my school of thought or my language is better than the other. Anyone who has these ideas is standing on the edge of a pit of fire and Allah brought us back from that edge- wait a minute my servants- minimize this…

(Surah Ar-Rum verse 22)

This is an ayah and these types of differences that we have is an expression of Allahs power presence among us so why are we making them issues to divide us?

It is with this is mind and with understanding these dynamics and factors that Allah is going to guide us (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)

These people who tell us "don't speak about these issues"- then how are we going to be guided? We cannot be guided as long as we are in a psychology of ignorance and inferiority. What does it need? Why can't we take on the issues that everyone speaks about? Just step out of the Masjid- everyone is speaking about what happened last week. It is the ammunition in their talk-shows, commentaries, editorials, parliaments and probably in their temples, but when it comes to us Muslims, "Oh No!" We are not allowed to think and have a solution that comes from Allah and His Prophet.

It's alright- brothers and sisters- with all of these mistakes and misdirection, Allah has given us the time and the opportunity to correct ourselves, but we have to do it. No-one is going to correct me for me and you for you- it is you who is going to have to do it for your own self. 

Brothers and sisters Committed Muslims…

We only have a limited time every week to try to bring Allah and His Prophet into our social and collective selves. The number is out and it comes from the authorities in Arabia. They tell us, (we don't know whether they are telling the truth or not but it makes a person think), that during this Hajj period which is roughly a month, there was roughly around 720 people who died. This is what they are telling us and this is what should have us think. They said that the number of pilgrims who went to Bayt Allah Al-Haram is around 2,500,000 Muslims and Musalimaat and out of those around 720 died and they tell us that these deaths are attributed to natural causes such as heart attacks, infirmity, old age or some disease or the other. We don't know if this is the truth or not. Allah is a witness to the facts and to what they say and what we say- but it causes us to think. In a normal population of 2,500,000 people, (statistically speaking as has become vogue in todays world), is it normal to have 750 persons die in a matter of one month? If it's normal, then this is a normal Hajj, but if it's not normal, then we have a question mark about the way that this Hajj is being run. We don't have the answer so we place the question in our public mind and then we look for an answer…
