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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (04-05-2007)
 
UTHMAN (R): OPPOSITION GROWS

We begin by expressing our gratitude, thanks and appreciation for the responsibility that is entrusted to us by Allah. It is not a simple responsibility, especially when we learn from our mistakes. It has proven one of the most daunting tasks that we have lived with in an extended history of Islam that pre-dates the Prophet (alaihi salaatu wa salaam) and in the intensive history of Islam that post-dates the Prophet. The proof of this is in todays world where many of us prove that we are (to use a blunt word) stubborn to the extent that we just can’t learn. Meanwhile, the lessons keep on coming at us if we only chose to open our hearts and minds and learn from these precious lessons. We hearken back to the critical time period that has become more or less the breeding ground for misunderstanding, misinformation and in the worst cases, the acrimonious divisions among the Muslims. We deliberately want to go back to those formative times, to undo these types and misunderstanding today, at their source then. As a reminder, the word from Allah to His Prophet,

Then, remind or conscientise them, as of a certainty, this dhikrah is of benefit or benefits the committed Muslims, Al-Mu’minin (Surah Az-Zaariyaat verse 55)

We go back to our historical self- no Muslim (whatever his opinion or reading of history is) can step out of this history. Anyone who, today, thinks that they don’t belong to this history, then they don’t belong to Islam. What we mean by this history is its mistakes and its corrections. Some people like to escape, so they try to recast these events in such a way that make them at a distance from what we have been and will be talking about, because this belongs to us, the Committed Muslims. The ayah in the Qur’an says about foregone generations, preceding societies and ancient civilizations

For sure, in their narratives there is a moral lesson (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 13)

With this healthy attitude and vital psychology, with Allahs help and insight, we will continue to open up these forgotten lessons that still have their negative effects on our communities and personalities today, here and now. In a humble sense, we took a look at some of the missteps that began in the period of the ruler-ship of Uthman (radi Allahu anhu), the 3rd successor to the Prophet. (With at least the minimum amount of information that is required) we can say that with the 12 years in which Uthman ruled, generally speaking, the 1st half or the 1st 6 years were years of more or less a public satisfaction and the 2nd half, more or less were years of public dissatisfaction. We’re not trying to be precise to the day- this is just a very general overview. If we wanted to look at it a little more closely, we could say that the 1st six years were years in which there were not any public or social consolidation of opposition against Uthman. The four years after that were years of a formative opposition to Uthman and the last two years were years of active opposition to Uthman. We are trying to express the events in an objective, non-selfish and practical way. After saying all this, this doesn’t mean that Uthman did not have opposition from the very 1st day- he did, and that began with the issue of Ubaidillah ibn Umar which we covered in the previous khutbahs. At that time, there was opposition to Uthmans decision to amnesty Ubaidillah and to pay the diyah, the blood money that was due because of Ubaidillahs reaction to the assassination of his father, Umar (radi Allahu anhu). Opposition was there from the 1st day, but it wasn’t a public oppositions. This is the area in which the Muslim mind today is wanting. We don’t a sense and feeling for how people felt at that time and this is where we are trying to fill in the vacuum or the blank space. Let’s put it this way- during the time of Abi Bakr and Umar (radi Allahu anhuma), society lived under what may be considered today, very hard economic conditions. If you take away from society the luxuries and the leisures that they sort of feel- many people in society today and back in history feel that the rulers owe them something and if these rulers are not giving them what they want, then they feel that they have been denied. This is how the Muslim society felt during the time of Abi Bakr and Umar- these rulers were austere, they were known for their zuhd, and now comes Uthman, whose personality is unlike the two before him. He began to open up the economic lifestyle of society, so people received this with acceptance. They like this, so they felt comfortable in these six years because it was a type of economic relief for them. They were not going to oppose a person who has opened up the Muslim treasury and then they began to feel the effects of prosperity- they were not going to oppose that and they didn’t. For the 1st six years, this could have been why there was no worthwhile or significant social movement against Uthman, but time was to catch up. What happened was as Uthman began to accentuate the mistakes that he is responsible for- their was an event that happened which shifted public opinion…Brothers and sisters- when you read these books, you cannot say you are 100% certain, but you feel or get the strong impression that this is what happened- during his reign, public opinion turned against him when a simple matter happened. Uthman was at a well of water and he had the Prophets ring on his finger- he inherited this ring from Umar who had inherited it from Abi Bakr who had inherited it from the Prophets household. Uthman dropped, not deliberately of course, but this ring came off his finger and fell into a well- it’s called bi’r urais or aris, and obviously, this ring was used and considered the Prophets seal. Any order, decision or policy that the Prophet signed onto (so to speak) was sealed with this ring, so when this ring fell off Uthmans hand, the Muslims turned frantic. To find this ring, they exerted all that they could to find it, and even though the books on this say that the waters of this well were shallow- it wasn’t a deep well- they frantically and exhaustedly tried to find the ring but they could not. The Prophets ring was lost forever. This had an impact on public opinion. Now, in addition to what they were seeing developing in front of their own eyes, such as Uthman allocating large estates of far and near territories to Quraish; and specifically to Bani Umayyah- this could be (we are not saying this definitely) considered the 1st appearance of feudalism or the concentration of capital in an Islamic society and within an Islamic government. People were aware of this, but it takes and event, such as the loss of the Prophets khaatam, ring, to bring about this shift of opinion. It appears that this public opinion shifted against Uthman when no one was able to recover the Prophets ring. What happened after that is also telling- Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf (radi Allahu anhu)- we know his role in assigning or becoming instrumental in Uthman assuming the position of leadership of the Muslims- at one point, in what is called today the tax collectors, al-jubah, went out to collect what is due to the Islamic treasury and they brought what is called ibl as-sadaqah, those live stock that were due from the public or taxpayers to the Islamic state. When they brought it to Al-Medinah, Uthman gave it to those who were in affluent positions, what is called ummaas- they received this. When Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf heard about this, he took it upon himself to contact the senior sahaba (radi Allahu anhu)- (we know who those are) and he took a contingent of people, after contacting them and he took control of this ibl as-sadaqah, this revenue of the Islamic treasury and gave it to people. Let us try to understand what this means. Uthman is the ruler, there’s no doubt about that. There’s no doubt that he began his mandate without popular opposition. There was opposition, but it wasn’t a popular opposition, that is clear. Now, he begins to pile up administrative mistake after political mistake after economic mistake and people were tuned in- they weren’t absent from these facts. On this occasion, someone (in todays words) took the law into their own hands and this wasn’t just an average someone, it was Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf. He came and said this has gone too far and let us now give from the people who have to the people who don’t have. This wasn’t Abu Dharr, Ammaar ibn Yasser or Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (radi Allahu anhum) who were known for their vocal opposition towards Uthman- it was the person, himself, who tilted the decision in favor of Uthman and exclusion to Ali- he was the one who took the law into his own hand and reversed what Uthman did. This was, to put it mildly, very embarrassing, if not humiliating to Uthman, but he couldn’t do anything about it because he knew it came from people who count. ibn Awf didn’t do this on his own, he spoke to the 1st line of sahaba and they agreed with him, so he moved people- volunteers as it is known today and said let’s go and take that Islamic due and replace it where it is due. Nothing could be done- why? Because now, public opinion was beginning to shift away from Uthman. Then, of course, this majority public opinion began to find its echo with the original individuals who were from the very 1st in opposition to Uthman, such as Abu Dharr who would cease every occasion and repeat the ayah in the Qur’an that was so harsh on Uthman and those who agreed with his policies. 

Break news to those who hoard or monopolize gold and silver, (this is in reference to currency and wealth), and do not spend it on a course to Allah, of a tormenting punishment (Surah At-Taubah verse 34)

Brothers and sisters- please don’t rush to emotional conclusions. We had an opposition during this time that could express itself, no one was throwing those who opposed Uthman and his government (so to speak) behind bars or telling them to close their mouths- there are other harsh words, but you know what we are trying to say. They were expressing themselves, which goes to teach us and we have to learn that an Islamic society had freedom for those who were against an Islamic government of the basis of an Islamic principle- something we don’t have in todays so called Muslim world. We had it but some of us don’t want to consider it because of some ill begotten emotional conclusions, but it was there, it was a healthy expression from everyone in this society against a person who was ruling and going in a divergent direction from those who were being ruled and wanted to correct these mistakes. We will see in a few minutes how vital this expression was. There were a few individuals who were very hard-core in their defense of Uthman, like Zayd ibn Thabit, Hassan ibn Thabit, Saydi and Ka’ab ibn Malik (radi Allahu anhum) who were known to have been in hard support positions of Uthman, but that was nothing now- the tide had turned. Now, when they came to Abi Dharr and told him why can’t you tone down your words against Uthman? He said his famous words to them, to gain Allahs pleasure by displeasing Uthman is more dear and better to me than to displease Allah by pleasing Uthman. This is an active, living, sensitive, laborious and moving conscience that is hard to come by in todays Muslims. We had it then and it was expressing itself with what was beginning to become an official opposition to this kind of administration. Administrative expulsion began in the time of Uthman. Abu Dharr was forced at a particular time- not at the beginning, but when the mistakes of Uthman were retrenched and reinforced, that led to the 1st time that we had an exile of an Islamic conscientious person expressing his mind. This was becoming a serious departure from Islam. Uthman could no longer live up to the Prophets personality. A nomad comes to the Prophet in the Masjid of the Prophet and he says O Muhammed, be fair or just! Do Justice! And he says it three times in an offensive manner, but the Prophet doesn’t say send this person into exile!? He says then who is it that is going to do justice if I’m not going to do justice?! Do you see the vital exchange and the freedom of expression that we had, even at this level when a nomad, a person from no where comes and speaks word to word and face to face to the highest level official in the Islamic society. No barriers, no guards, no attitude, no permissions, no slips, no official procedures and the rest that we have all around us today. Where do you have a society like that!? As this Islamic opposition began in an Islamic society, concerning an Islamic government… Do we have to repeat this?! An Islamic opposition located in an Islamic society that has to deal with the digression of an Islamic government. It’s not like today- we don’t have Islamic governments, so it’s easy to oppose them. The issue is very critical when we have an Islamic society that has an Islamic government and things begin to go wrong. This becomes very difficult to deal with, but in this case, after the social opposition movement began to gain momentum and the major opposition sahaba came to Ali (radi Allahu anhu) and they expressed to them what had become a social movement against Uthman and said to him, please go and on our behalf, express to Uthman how the people feel- more or less. Ali goes to Uthman and they sit- there’s no hostility or animosity and they speak as if they were lifelong friends. Of course, we are not in a position to quote verbatim what went on between the two men, but to summarize the meanings that were exchanged, Ali told Uthman now, your excesses have gone too far and you are a person of history- meaning you have spent many years in this Islamic struggle- in other words you’re not an outsider- you are also by matter of marriage related to the Prophet of Allah, you are one of his kinfolks and it would have been behooving for you not to have insisted on the manner and the method in which you have reinforced what has become obvious mistakes that have been taken by the people and have become accusations. Uthman responds more or less in the following manner- he says why is everyone blaming me. I basically have opened up to the people. When they were ruled by my two predecessors, he means Aba Bakr and Umar- they were ruled by tough men and they were obedient to these tough men, but here, when I am being gentle and forthcoming to them, they are taking advantage of me and causing me to out step my character- meaning I am now acting the way I normally don’t act and the basic issue that Uthman tells Ali and later expresses it to the public- remember, these were not people who were saying one thing in private and then coming out to the public and saying something else- whatever they said to their own confident acquaintances, they would say to t the general public. Uthman is saying in private to Ali and later on, he said it in the harshest address that he gave to the Muslim public- he said, the biggest issue to me seems to be that there is extra money in the treasury and I am doing with it what I see fit for the interest of the Muslims, and if I can’t do that as the leader of the Muslims, then who can do it? This give and take of communication is not an easy one to agree with and it’s not an easy one to disagree with. Some people want to simplify this whole affair and make it seem like there is some type of privatization of government- and that wasn’t the case. The case was that there was serious mistakes that were made and these mistakes had to be corrected and there was enough vitality in the Islamic society to correct these mistakes. Uthman used to go to the Hajj and meet with his governors or deputies in the different extended territories of Islam and he used to be present among the average Muslim- the you and me Muslims. There wasn’t this type of Monarch or potentate who would come to Makkah with extra guards and be away from the people like is done today- you get these big shots who come to the Hajj and the Umrah but they don’t do it like they are shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the Muslims. There’s a difference here that we should be aware of and learn from- Uthman used to meet these deputies, some of them who embarrassed him. Al-Waleed ibn Uqbah, a person who, in todays language, was hand picked by Uthman to go and rule in Southern Iraq became an embarrassment to Uthman because it turned out that he was a drunkard. More than that, proof was presented that he was a drunkard and more than that, his public punishment had to be applied, so when Uthman met in the last year that he went to the Hajj- let us say that the 1st year that he ruled, he could not go to Hajj because he was ill and the last year he could not go to Hajj because he was under siege, but in between these, every other year, he used to go to Hajj and be the normal Muslim that every other Muslim in Hajj was. In this last year that he went to Hajj, he summoned the major deputies that he had in these areas that we spoke about previously- these were Abdullah ibn Aamir; Saeed ibn Al-Aas, these were from Southern Iraq, Muawioyah from Ash-Shaam and Abdullah ibn ?Abi Surh from Egypt, Misr. Now, with public opinion becoming what it was, he asked them how are we going to solve this issue? And they gave him different opinions. One of then said well, the best way to deal with this problem is to have these rulers or governors that are in these extended Islamic territories meet the standards that they used to honor before you. This is one issue that Ali brought to the attention of Uthman. Uthman asked why are people so discontent with me when I am basically continuing what was done before me? Ali told him no! That’s not the case. Take Muawiyah as an example, when Muawiyah ruled in Damascus, he used to be afraid of Umar more than of Yarfa’. Umar used to have a person who would accompany him- his name was Yarfa’. He was more afraid of Umar than Yarfa’ was, even though Umar was hundreds of miles away and Yarfa’ was always to the side of Umar- that’s how much Muawiyah used to fear him. Ali is telling Uthman with you it has changed. Not only do they not fear you, but they are taking advantage of you and using you. Now, they were there in Makkah, in the Hajj- this can’t be done today. No one can go to Hajj and discuss social opposition in the Hajj. They’ll tell you this is fitnah. Uthman didn’t understand that this was fitnah?! These others who were with him and the whole Muslim ummah at the time didn’t understand that this was fitnah and told Uthman you shouldn’t be discussing these issues in the Hajj?! But this is what they are saying today. Can they say this to Uthman?! Why don’t they come out on this issue and express themselves?! When Uthman solicited their opinions on how to contain or diffuse the Islamic popular opposition, he was given a few opinions. One opinion is to have these governors who it appears are the reason for this social instability live by the standards that they are supposed to live by and not get away with what they are doing. Another opinion was take these opposition figures and execute them. These were the words used concerning those who were trying to correct the political and official mistakes that were coming out of Uthmans political circle. Another opinion was get the Muslims more involved in the military campaigns. Meaning- don’t give them time for political opposition- there are wars, have them go to these wars then these internal opposition will decrease and become manageable. This would seem like it would be the opinions of politicians todays. How do you deal with Muslims who want to correct mistakes at this level of things? Do the following, and this was what they told him. He listened to them and on his way back from Makkah to Al-Medinah, Uthman had another shura. So, this wasn’t a dictator who was trying to do things and get away with it on his own. He called the senior sahaba in Al-Medinah to a Shura’ and attending this shura was also Muawiyah who was on his way back from Makkah to Ash-Shaam. In this Shura, there appeared to be a harsh difference of opinion between Ali and Muawiyah- we will leave it at that, but Uthman felt that something has to be done because the opposition is no longer an opposition in Al-Medinah, Misr, Al-Basrah, Al-Kufa and to a much lesser, if almost to a marginal extent, Ash-Shaam- something has to be done about this. During this final year of Uthman, the people in Al-Kufa rebel against their ruler, Saeed ibn Al-Aas and they demand that Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari be re-instated in Al-Kufa. Saeed ibn Al-Aas was relived of his responsibility, so for the 1st timer, Muslim society felt that rebelling against governmental deviations has results. When the Muslims in Egypt heard of what the Muslims in Al-Kufa did, they came to Al-Medinah the 1st time and they spoke to Uthman and Uthman told them that he will address all of these things that they were talking about, which was basically two things, the misappropriation of wealth and the bad decisions of governors. He said I will take care of that. The Egyptian Muslims went back from Al-Medinah to Egypt convinced that Uthman was going to take care of this in a short time and the months go by and Uthman doesn’t take care of anything. The Muslims in Egypt to Al-Medinah for results. When the people of Medinah hear about this, they fortify Al-Medinah because they felt that this is going to be a type of internal Muslim civil war and they didn’t want this to happen in Al-Medinah. When these Muslims- the lower numbers are around 600 and the higher numbers are around 1,000 realized that Al-Medinah is on a war footing against them, not because Al-Medinah is so anxious to defend Uthman, but because it didn’t want a civil war and the Egyptian Muslims did not come with war on their mind. They had inside of Al-Medinah sympathizers who were relating to them the general information from inside Al-Medinah. So, the Egyptian Muslim opponents of Uthman said we’ll just leave- and they left. But they didn’t leave all the way back to Egypt, they just left the general area of Al-Medinah, waiting for information that things in Al-Medinah had gone back in Al-Medinah to their usual day to day affairs. When that happened, they came back into Al-Medinah. Listen to this- brothers and sisters- I know that time here is an issue, but this is very important- when these Muslims came into Al-Medinah, they didn’t come into Al-Medinah to kill, maim, cause mayhem and to cause a war- No. They came in to speak to Uthman and to have a give and take with Uthman as to why he had not honored his word with them just months ago and this is what they were doing. Uthman would go to the Masjid and they would go to the Masjid. Uthman would lead the prayers and they would pray behind him even though they were opposed to what he was doing. This contact went on for days and days until these Muslims who had come from outside Al-Medinah got information that Uthman had sent out word to his governors in these territories in Iraq and Ash-Shaam and other places to come to the rescue of Al-Medinah. This is when this Islamic opposition turned from talking to Uthman to going to him inside his own residence and trying to commit him to a position. Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims- when have we ever had an Islamic opposition that could go to a ruler who is in obvious error? When have we had any other type of opposition in human society where those who are wronged could go face to face to a person who has wronged them? This is what we had in our history. It is so precious, we can’t afford to say we can’t learn from this, because this is going to feed into other events that are going to happen in this same generation that we are speaking about and then in our Islamic history since that time until today. Some people want to shrink this whole issue into a fight between two people- it’s not that simple. There’s a lot, there’s plenty of details here that are just waiting for our attention and our Qur’anic and Prophetic minds and souls. Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims- we once again remind you that we are not here just to cover some pages of history, we are hear to learn.

For sure, in their narratives there is a moral lesson (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 13)

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

We may realize that there has been around 1,000 years or more of a fossilization of the Muslim heart and spirit. We can take a look at how Muslims were up to their responsibilities and tasks then and how many of us today are drifting in any direction. Many of us don’t even have just the fiber that they had that made them adhere to Al-Haqq, principle and the word of Allah and to the path of all His Prophets. Where have all the Muslims gone?! You ask yourself- do you need someone to come to Jum’ah and remind you- where have all the committed Muslims gone? Why don’t we have today a Muslim mind and an Islamic heart that wants to correct something that has gone wrong and that mistake has been institutionalized and that institutionalization has continued for centuries- why can’t we, with the God-given information that we have correct that mistake? Something is seriously wrong, deep down, inside our minds and hearts together when we no longer have the will-power to consider these issues. Go to these Jum’ah prayers around- why can’t people speak about these issues? When we regain that position that we had during the times that we are considering in these khutbahs, then we will have a chance and hope to set the record straight today, but some opportunists come along and they want to buy people. Well- this has been going on for 1,400 years, but some people you cannot buy. Where are these people that are not for sale? We want to find and acknowledge them, but, where are the minds that can think on this level and where are the ideas that stimulate these thoughts?
