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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims… 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (22-08-2008)
THE AMANAH BESTOWED UPON US
Allah says to us- and the words are intended for our thinking minds and motivated hearts-
And in honour or by those who honour their trust and vow to Allah (Surah Al Mu’min verse 8) 
There is a vast discrepancy between the 1st thrust of Muslims dating back to the formative years of the 1st generations and the shell-type of Muslims who live on today. Most of the times, we reflect with our Allah-given abilities to try and figure out why there has been a failure on behalf of the Muslims to honour the trust that we are supposed to carry. Most of the times, we detect two reasons for this failure, one of them comes from the external or outside political, military, ideological and educational forces and the other is an internal one- much of it has to do with our ownselves- from those generations who built to our generation, today, that consumes. An erosive process set in. The result, in whatever proportion we may allocate blame is where we are today, virtually a burden on our own Islam- Muslims (are) a burden on their own Islam, (if such words can be combined and deciphered). We have reached a time when most of the words that are expressed in the Muslim public, whether it’s in a Masjid or another type of forum, dwell on issues that indicate how deep and steep our decline has become. In today’s language of khutbahs, sermons, lectures and presentations we find people occupied with such issues, (the issues themselves defy common sense; we kid you not- these are issues for brain absent Muslims), “the face of a woman is a private part. It is not permissible for a man to look at a woman and it is not permissible for a woman to show her face” This is the type of nonsensical expression of what they think is Islamic and Islam centred. If we wanted to be as thoughtful as the Qur’an and the Prophet would want us to be, we’d look at the world today and submit that there are external and internal factors that have eroded our trust in Allah and our ability to honour our trust from Allah; and so was the condition in Makkah with the Arabians to whom the Prophet was sent. There were external and internal factors simultaneously, and how did Allah’s Prophet remake these human beings? There was a process, and in this process, was he concentrated on the external dangers and intrigue that were there? Anyone of us who bring our minds to the Qur’an and the Sunnah understand that that was not the case. He began with the people who were around him; he began with his social self. Then, we had the establishment of the 1st Islamic lively social order in the complete sense of the word, but then, what we had after that was an immediate failure at the political level. Even when some blank minded Muslims, (who sometimes don’t even think of the consequences of what they express), read Islamic history, we are told that there are four khulafa’ rashidiyah and then, when it comes to one ruler in all of the years after that, Umar ibn Abdul Aziz (radi Allahu anhu) is called the 5th khalifah. So then, why do these same minds that don’t think should be asked “why is Muawiyah or Yazid called a khalifah?” What are they? Another class of khulafa’? If no-one else before or after him is called the 5th khalifah, then why do they continue without thinking of what they are saying, to call those other rulers khulafa’? Which is another indicator that people, (even those who we assume should know what they are saying are empty headed, (empty headed all the way back to those years). In the time of Muawiyah, (say it- brothers and sisters- don’t be afraid), what’s wrong? We can’t identify the 1st kings in Islam? The Prophet spoke about mulk adud and mulk jubri i.e. kings and dictators who are imposed on the Muslims. Have they not appeared yet? Are we still waiting for the end of history to project these types of rulers? But obviously, if Muslims are not thinking, (then we’d think that), we haven’t had them yet. We’ve had people who follow the religion of their kings since then- in the time/presence of this 1st king, (registered is the following statement in reference to Muawiyah), this person who wants to score some brownie points with the ruler who now rules over the Muslims because of a stream of blood says the commander of Amir Al Mu’mineen is this one, in reference to Muawiyah; and if he perishes, then it is this one, in reference to Yazid; and whoever disagrees, then it is this one and he presents and shows his sword. This is not an incident in history that is plucked out of some extremist source- you can read it in any of the reliable books of history that we all commonly share. Now, you tell us- beginning from that day, with these types of statements and attitudes, did we not have a political flaw that had no be corrected which, still, up to this day has to be corrected? How are we going to honour this amanah i.e. trust, responsibility, covenant and commitment with Allah if we are unable to see the facts and then identify the responsibilities due to an unpolluted understanding of these facts? When are we ever going to bring in the human mind instead of being the Muslims who inherit this type of mechanical Islam? 
(If we use the word, some of you are going to be upset. We don’t want emotions. The reason why sometimes we avoid using certain words is because it kicks in an emotional element that will destroy our thinking about the matter; and what we are trying to do is to summon your thinking), we have, a person who would stand up, (imagine this happening in our time! 1,400 years haven’t been enough to mature, grow up and be careful not to make suck statements, but here we have it), on the occasion of the Prophet’s birthday and say “the Prophet’s father is in Jahannum.” We don’t know what type of person is capable of making that type of public statement? In the length and width of the Muslim presence in this world, we come across these types of individuals who want to tell the Muslims “the Prophet’s father and uncle is in Jahannum.” Take a look at where we are- we are in a time period when just a couple of decades ago, one of the Presidents in Muslim countries, (an Arab country), bragged that “in one night he put behind bars 18,000 young Muslim men.” One of the rulers in a Central Asian Muslim Republic, (it’s supposed to be Muslim, but it’s been subjected to Communism for almost a century), created techniques to torture between 8,000 and 10,000 young Muslim men. Now, do people who speak on these types of occasions listen to themselves! What type of Islamic idea or impulse makes a person- in contradiction to understanding Allah and His Prophet- say to the Muslim public “the Prophet’s father and uncle are in Jahannum?” This is sad. The ayah in the Qur’an says

And We are not to punish by the fire anyone until and after they have been presented with a Messenger  
Who’s the Prophet that came to Abdullah, the Prophet’s father, and presented him with Allah’s word and Islam that he rejected so that we can classify him in the hell-fire, (such as some of these Muslim speakers do? What type of emotion and love do these people or individuals have for Allah and His Prophet when they express this type of nonsense? Absolutely nothing! If you think about it, they probably say, (in their own warped world of discussing things), “the Mushrikun are in Jahannum.” OK, fine- that’s a very fair general understanding of Allah’s Book and His Prophet; but who are they to say “the Prophet’s father and uncle are Mushrikeen?” Where did that come from? This is what happens when we have Muslims who are incapable of thinking! Instead of us looking at the issues of the day and identifying what went wrong with us, they have us consumed in this nonsense. 

Another issue they make is they tell Muslim women “you cannot go to the Masajid.” In some parts of the Muslim world, this may not be an issue, but in other parts it is a very serious issue. Where did this come from? It certainly did not come from Allah’s Prophet’s time (when) Muslim women used to have access on an equal par with men; so how come, now, we have distorted vision that tells Muslim women “you cannot go to the Masajid.” Where did this come from? Not only that, how does it become a central issue that people are going to argue against. It’s the same thing with Muslims women going to the cemeteries- it’s established in the Seerah and in the Sahih of the hadith that Muslim women in the time of Allah’s Prophet use to go to the graves and the cemetery, so how come now this has become an issue that deflects from rebuilding an Islamic reality. (It’s) just consuming our time and effort in non-issues. This is the sad condition that we find ourselves in today. We are approaching the month of Ramadhan, and from the Manabir there’s going to be that yearly regurgitation and repetition of ‘if you’ve heard it once, you’ve heard it all the times”; there’s no mental contact with Allah and His Prophet- that’s the 1st thing that is recognizable in today’s Islamic forums. They insult Allah and His Prophet; and they do so systematically; they’ve been doing so for generations and they are financed handsomely! Where are we- the struggling Muslim- in all of this who also go to these types of Islamic forums? (What we mean by this is inclusive of everything, whether it is a Jum’ah Salaah or a Conference in a University or any other place or occasion.) (If) you participate in that without objecting to it or trying to be a positive influence in it and if you go there and become another number, then you’ve solidified the problem and you’ve taken away the momentum of its solution. The Muslims of today have to be remade the same way Allah’s Prophet remade the followers of Ibrahim alaih salaam in Makkah and Arabia. When he did that, he didn’t focus on the superpowers that were all around, (they were the trouble makers that all trouble makers are when they become super-powers); but that wasn’t his 1st line on concentration. Can we understand this?! His 1st line of concentration was on liberating Makkah and Al Medinah. How long is it going to take for Muslims to understand that the Moghul/Tatar occupation of Iraq was due more to our internal susceptibility that it was due to their penchant for occupation? How long is it going to take for us to understand that we didn’t lose Al Andalus because there were European powers who had their schemes on the place, as much as there was a susceptibility in us for these European powers to come and do what they did? How long is it going to take us to learn that Palestine is under occupation, not because superpowers behave the way they do, (they’ve always behaved that way), but they’re getting away with it now because in us there is a susceptibility for invasion and occupation? How long is it going to take us to learn that we’re going to have to begin a cleansing process inside our ownselves? This doesn’t mean that we’re going to have to begin a cleansing process inside of our psychological self only, but inside our social and geographical self and the self of our hurumaat and Muqaddasaat. As central as this lesson is in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, is yet to be learned by you and me, the average Muslim. If we don’t learn this basic lesson, we will continue down the slope that we have been on for generations and centuries and we will still fail to honor our amanaat and our ahd.
Dear committed Muslims…

The trivial problems and issues that are blown up into full fledged themes and disagreements were solved in a second or a gesture by Allah’s Prophet. During his time, a person gets married and the Prophet asks him what was the dower that was paid in this marriage? The answer to the Prophet as to how much the husband is obliged to give the wife as a mahr was a certain disproportionate amount of silver. The Prophet of Allah responded in a manner that indicated that he was surprised, astonished or jolted by that and then, he said, (it would be like saying in today’s language), do you think or consider that you can go this mountain and carve this amount of this precious metal out of it? Meaning, do you think this amount is available to everyone- and the issue was solved. There was no issue made out of what is made out of what is today called al mahr or as sadaaq- it was not an issue. You make it as easy as possible for Muslim men and women to marry- finish; no discussions, no themes, no discussions, no back-and-forth in a tense matter- it’s over. Their minds were concentrated on the larger issues and this is what in today’s world is prohibited. They don’t want you and me- the Muslim public mind- to concentrate on the larger issues. They, (meaning the external and internal forces that have been working ever since), took possession geographically, physically and even theologically and conceptually- they took possession of Makkah and Al Medinah; they no longer belong to the Muslims. Makkah and Al Medinah, for all practical purposes, belong to the enemies of Islam. This is the qualitative change and vision that they don’t want you to capture. They will have you argue endlessly about matters of sex, gender, rituals in Islam and they will have you sink into a sectarianism that will take the heat off these Tawagheet and this is what describes the current condition of we, the Muslims. Some of us greet people who are much worse than Muawiyah and Yazid, today. Some of us, (there numbers are lesser), can see a Muawiyah and Yazid of 1,400 or so years ago, but they can’t see that Muawiyah and Yazid today in the same geographical area with more lethal weapons and protection from today’s superpowers. Instead of shattering this myopic vision of things, some people prefer to drown in sectarianism rather than identifying the common enemy. We will continue to be baited by these jointed external and internal enemies as long as we don’t honor our trust with Allah; and we will never honor that trust as long as we do not think of what He and His Prophet are telling us.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 22 August 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
