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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters- Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (03-02-2006)
MEDIA DEFAMATION OF THE PROPHET (PBUH)

The events of the past week in which the western media is trying, once again, to instigate bad feelings and precipitate hostile actions forces us to interrupt (for this Jum’ah) the sequence of khutbahs that we have been stringing together for the past months pertaining to Islamic opposition, political consciousness and the Islamic revolutionary impulse. This khutbah and Jum’ah is in solidarity with the rest of the Muslims in the world in bringing to the fore this issue that seems to have the potential to drag on for weeks and months if not more than that. It began last September when a newspaper in Denmark placed on its pages cartoons or caricatures of Allah’s Prophet. These 12 pictures or depictions of Allah’s Prophet are very offensive, have no decency in them and are meant as an affront to every Muslim in the world. We, Muslims, have a principle that we live by in our relations with those who disagree with us on what is called theological and religious matters Allah says to us and His words guide us in times like this. This is ayah 108 of the 6th surah, Surat Al-An’aam. This sentence from the Qur’an is saying to us that 
we are not to revile, impute, slander or slam those that they invoke besides Allah for it will cause them to slander, slam, revile, impute and attack Allah without knowledge to what they say or express (Surah Al-An’aam verse 108)
Obviously we have today a recurrence of what took place several months ago. In today’s climate- Muslims are supposed to be 1st informed and aware of what is happening in the world- if we are not aware then these types of events and the meaning in this ayah have no tract into our minds or within our psychology. We have after that initial publication, several months ago, in Denmark, with these pictures one of them having a turban on a face that is supposed to represent the Allah’s Prophet and this turban has a fuse in it; another picture has the terroristic image that today’s is in the public mind placed on the character of Allah’s Prophet and in his hand there is a dagger; and then there are other images supposedly of Allah’s Prophet in the presence of the virgins of paradise and on and on these insulting photos go. We, Muslims should not be reactive to what they are putting out in public in the sense that when we respond to these types of insulting signals coming from them, we do so with maturity of mind and not with an emotionalism that will drag us in the direction that they want. If we are observant of Allah’s instructions and enlightenment to us, we should (number one) maintain our respect and regard for the religious and theological common ground that stands between us and them. Because they are insulting us in the form of presenting Allah’s Prophet as a terrorist or as a person who is overwhelmed with sensuality etc; no Muslim anywhere in the world should be reacting to this in any way by trying to express an iota of a negative idea towards Isa (Jesus) Musa (Moses) or any of Allah’s Prophets (alaihim as-salaatu wa salaam)- that is a given. 
Beyond that- we should have the inside information that will have us in a superior mental position to them. (Number 1), we should understand the political, military and ideological context in this world within which this provocation is occurring or taking place. This is not happening in a vacuum- any Muslim who for one moment who perceives of this instigation as purely freedom of expression that the press or media in the West are simply exercising doesn’t understand how the world is operating. This is taking place in a world that is telling us that there is a generational of war against Islamic self-determination- they don’t use that word, they say that there is a war against international terrorism. This war in fact is not against international terrorism- some of the acts of outrageous violation of human life, sanctity and decency that is happening in our world today can be traced back to the same people who say that they represent freedom and stand for human rights. In reality, their weapons, militaries and think tanks along with the media that they have is deployed for the purpose of trying to take us away from our unfledging allegiance to Allah and His Prophet. This is one of the instruments that they have used- they come along and within this time frame they tell their cartoonists to come up with some type of images that they can place in public circulation that are meant to offend the Muslims. Listen brothers and sisters- these people who work in the media- the editors (at large) and the managers of these means of communication- understand very well, (they don’t need any sensitivity lesson when it comes to Muslims) they understand (probably more then Muslims themselves) what will inflame the feelings of the Muslims. So, when they come out with these types of negative images what they mean is what is exactly what is happening. They deliberately want to stir our feelings and because they want to do that they should not come and tell us that they have a right to do that because they are exercising freedom of speech, expression, conscience and freedom of the media- we are not going to be fooled by that, we should not for one minute be fooled by them. If their media has the freedom that it is exercising, then why doesn’t the same media come out and present us with the same type of information that debunks the holocaust? Why doesn’t the media itself give a forum to people who take issue with the calculations, the mathematics and the history of the holocaust? They don’t do that. Do they have a selective media freedom? You can be free and at liberty to express anything you want when it comes to the Muslims but your hands, tongue and mind is tied when you want to express something concerning the jews! This is not across the board freedom, this is hypocrisy and this is what we see expressed in front of us today. This is one aspect of it- freedom, especially when they come to tell us “you Muslims have freedom.” Are they serious?! We have freedom?! We are in the streets for almost 24 years and you call that freedom?! Look- they have this same media and press that they are using- why is the press absent? Why can’t we express ourselves in the same press that is circulating all of this obscenity against Allah’s Prophet. It is not a matter of freedom. Any Muslim who steps into this area of argumentation has fallen into their trap. There’s no freedom when it comes to an Islamic point of view but they give all the freedom that they want to an anti and counter Islamic point of view. 
(Number two)- there is a wave or a trend of bigotry in its 1st stage throughout Europe. Anti-Islamic (some of them call it anti-immigration or anti-immigrant feelings) is taking hold in certain European countries. In some of these countries, Muslims are more than 10% of the population. At one level, because this is not a mono issue- this is an event that brings together several issues- one of these issues is to try to heighten the contradiction between Muslims in their immigrant communities in the West and the preponderant population. We should (at least) be aware of this. Don’t let them get involved in their trick and then slice us thinking that we are incapable of figuring out what they are trying to do. This is another element that Muslims should be aware of when we are located in non-Islamic societies.

Another issue that they will try to use this incident for is their military recruitment of world public opinion against the Muslims. Obviously, when they say (this is their words) “there is a generational of war against us”- forget about the euphemisms or the trick words that they hide behind- in fact, they are so upset now that they want to turn public opinion in their favor so they want to present Muslims as being rebel arousers, demagogues and emotionally saturated that Muslims can no longer make sense of their positions and that will feed into their justification for further acts of hostility against us.

Another element of this is the psychological warfare. What we mean by psychological warfare is that they will try to tap on selective Muslim individuals. They’ll bring them to the camera, and into their own media trappings to try to unexplain what this whole event is all about. They will cautiously select who they want to present an inferior position that belongs to the Muslims inside of this murky atmosphere so that they can prove to the public- “look, you’ve just listened to these types of Muslims express themselves, do they make any sense?!” When we cannot make sense of this because we cannot elevate the components of this issue to its political context then we lose psychologically it is interplay with them.

Another element that is part of this is the element of their bankruptcy. Remember how comfortable the Western media was when it used to speak about Muslims and Islam 30 and 40 years ago. You only have to go and pick up national geographic or major newspapers at the time and see how they spoke about Muslims in the world. They spoke about us as almost in the margins of existence, but they began to change their choice of words, their rhetoric and their propaganda towards the Muslims in proportion to the Muslims themselves struggling for their rights and their self determination. This change has been developing throughout these past 20 odd years to a degree where they have become vile in their language. This displays the bankruptcy inside of them. There’s a fear- right now, numbers speak a lot- when their numbers tell them that Europe is going to become predominantly Muslim by the turn of this century, meaning in less then 100 years Europe is going to become Islamic what does this mean to them? It makes these people- to whom Christianity and Judaism mean nothing- fearful. We have different altogether relationship as Muslims with Allah, His Prophet and His book than they have. They insult the Prophet, God’s scripture and they say this is part of their freedom of expression. They are not allowed to insult political sensitivities but their definition of freedom permits them to insult religious sensitivities. They had in one of the European newspapers last year (if we can recall correctly) a French periodical, they had image of Jesus naked, with an erection and a condom and they said “well the Catholic Church put up with that therefore the Muslims have to put up with its parallel or similarity.” They don’t know that Muslims are not Catholics; Muslims are not the type of Christians that they have become. We have a respect and a personality affiliation with Allah’s Prophet and if their reversals psychologically, politically, mentally and militarily in all of these fronts are suffering from post-Islamic encounters and the only way they feel that they want to be themselves is to express this affront to all the Muslims in the world, it is our Islamic duty and responsibility to respond accordingly. This doesn’t and should never mean trigger happy Muslims going on rampages here and there. This should mean in the 1st instance that we elevate our thoughts and that we build a Muslim mind that is capable of understanding what is happening around us in the political, in the media, in the economic, in the ideological, and in the educational. If anything anywhere happens- we are capable of understanding it in its context with a mind that thinks Qur’anically and in a character that behaves Prophetically. Allah’s Prophet was accused in his own time and day of being a sorcerer, a person with an ecleyestical character and of being a lunatic- saahir, kaahin and majnoon. The Muslims- just like you and me- our senses at that time were exposed to these insults coming from these kafirs and with the love, attachment and affection that all Muslims have and had to Allah’s Prophet, we were not as superficial as to be withdrawn into a reactive mode with our enemies. One of the issues that this incident should bring home to us is to have the moral high ground and the mental clarity to identify enemies when they present themselves to us as enemies. It has to be a Muslim with an absent conscience who come and say “they can do all of this but they don’t mean it or they can do all of this and they feel neutral towards the Muslims.” NO- they can’t do that knowing our position from Allah’s Prophet and say you’re doing it because this is part of your liberalism. We ask, why weren’t you doing this 30 years ago when Muslims were almost zilch on the scale of self determination? We didn’t see these types of things. They had the same freedom of conscience, expression and all the freedoms that they sing about in their worldwide orchestra 30 years ago, why didn’t we see this? 50 years ago- why didn’t we see this? Even when they were at war with the last political expression of Islam less then 100 years ago, we didn’t see any of this. At that time they were post-Protestantism, post the French revolution and post the enlightenment and we didn’t see them go through these fits that they are expressing on the pages of their newspapers and media- why is it now? Because they are showing their true colors and their true colors are showing because of the Muslim blood that is being shed. This didn’t come cheap. Exposing them and having these quarters of kufr express this type of imagery didn’t come while we were in the corners of the Masjid or hiding in the depths of the darkness in the night- it came because now Muslims have warfronts, self-determination, shuhadaa and an opposition in the making. They’re so upset now- we can see, we’re living the world, the facts and the information that is around- they’re so upset that a Muslim country is going to posses in military terms the capability of what they, themselves call “mutual destruction”- all that they want to monopolize and when Muslims are on their way to a parity, they are afraid and scared that their subconscious can no longer hide it.

Another issue that has scared the day lights of them is Muslims in the occupied territories- Hamas- has won in an election with all the traps, pitfalls, trappings and entrapments that are placed around it- you have given Hamas an environment that is dynamited and a climate that is charged and with all of that because they themselves are polarized and split on this issue, some of you are scared stiff because of the oncoming Islam that you see fulfilling itself in the near future. Where does that place us, the Muslims? Should it place us in a position of reacting, of feeling inferior or should it place us in a position of closing our ranks? It is a welcome gesture- even though these are just gestures that don’t have much practical meaning when these cardboard nation states withdraw their ambassadors- it is reported that a few cardboard nation states that have been in Muslim countries withdrew their ambassadors from Denmark, from Copenhagen, but this is just a symbolic movement- this needs more then that. They have taken some Danish items off the shelves of some supermarkets. The Danish government is big on selling dairy products in Middle Eastern countries, so those dairy products are no longer in the market- that is also a weak movement in the right direction. What is needed more then anything else… if there was an Islamic political mind that was active inside the Muslim public of 1,7billion Muslims in the world, there would be no Muslim political figure walking on territories where these images come into existence. We don’t know about the Unted States- the United States may begin to feel that it has to be on par with European liberalism- - it is said that there are some flunky type of newspapers The New York Sun and probably something else that have placed some of these pictures on their pages, but what if after one or two weeks or how many weeks down the road you have the New York Times or The Washington Post- the mainstream American newspapers places these images on its pages? What are we, Muslims, going to do? Are we going to debate this issue to death or can we take significant steps in correcting this major act of hostility towards us? How far do you want this aggression to go? It is not enough that there are military bases in Islamic countries and territories that don’t belong there, what are you doing about it? Now, that is the major dish- their military presence in our lands and this is only the cherry that is on the dish of dessert on the table when they come and say “OK- We are insulting you by projecting the image of your Prophet in this way, what are you going to do?” and there’s no pressure that is generated by the Muslims on these organizations that are supposed to represent us in this country. Whatever relationship or communication you have with these organizations, what are they going to be able to do?! Because they’re running on empty- that is what happens when the fuse is taken away from the Masaajids around the world- then we have these Islamic organizations run on empty. Brothers and sisters- this is the time when we should realize how important it is to (number one) understand with a public mind, not an individual mind (we don’t want just a few individuals here and there shedding appropriate life on this issue) we want a Muslim public mind, we want millions of Muslims who can understand this issue clearly to see through the gimmicks and then act with the merits of an action that corresponds to this affront- that is what is needed. Allah’s Prophet struggled, fought, sweat and bled- he did all of that for what? So that you can take a comfortable ride to the Masjid on Friday so that you can feel that you are unloading your responsibility by standing side by side with a diplomatic community here?! We’re not in the Deep South or the Artic somewhere, we’re in Washington DC and there’s a type of diplomatic community that comes here, what are they doing regarding this issue? What if the Muslims said “we don’t want to ship anymore petroleum to Denmark?” They’ll freeze in an instant. They may find some substitute sources for a while but what if Muslims trail the substitute sources and said if you are going to give oil to that country we are not going to give you oil and we’ll shut off all the oil if that means we regain the dignity of a Prophet that brought humanity the scripture and the guidance of Islam. We don’t have those types. We tried to show you why we don’t have these types of representatives and officials- i.e. because we are dealing with 1,300 plus years that have brought us to where we are today.

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

Today, this Friday, Muslims around the world have made it their objective to demonstrate their objection to a cultural assault and assassination of who we are. If these brains behind the scenes can get away with killing us culturally, beginning with this type of media activity, then they will go on to liquidate us physically- all of this is tied together and we cannot permit something like that to happen. This is reminiscent of the “Salman Rushdie of ill repute” time when that book also came out during particular and peculiar worldwide circumstances. Now, we have a repeat of that and we have a ruler in that country, Denmark who says “well Western democracy doesn’t work in a way in which a Prime Minister or a President can call a newspaper agent and tell them what to say on their pages- a statement like that assumes we don’t know how the relationship is between the press and the government. Don’t try to fool us, we know how much influence governments have on the media and the press. Of course those in power can send signals to those who are in the media that we will not tolerate you publishing such things and the press will hold off. Remember- just last month, when The New York Times broke the news item that the government of the United States is spying on its own citizens, when we read further into this affair we realized that The New York Times was withholding this news item for a year or more as they tell us because of government pressure. They are lying in the same frame of time- before, they used to disperse their lies so that when they say one thing last year we will have forgotten it this year and they can say the opposite thing, but now they are saying one thing and the opposite in a shorter time frame- that makes you exposed. Brothers and sisters, what do we need and what have we being trying to work on is the development of the Muslim mind that can understand these issues in the broader context that they are in. It’s not an isolated issue it’s not a theological issue, this is an issue that is integrated into a matrix that fits into a larger strategy that belongs to a larger ideology. If we can’t see these issues like this we invite further attempts and attacks in the future. Hopefully we and others around the world have contributed (at least) a small bit to filling in that vacuum.
